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CONSISTING OF 

Two Letters addressed to the Members of the Society of 
Friends, in Liverpool ; in which are given some memoirs and 
anecdotes of myself, connected with the principles of the Society 
of Friends : with a concise view of the principles, doctrines, and 
practices of that Society ; tending to guard the sincere believer 
against the latitudinarian spirit of modem Quakerism, and other 
modem systems. To which is added, fifleenPropositions, designed 
to shew the tme standard of the Christian orthodoxy of the Soci- 
ety of Friends, with Hints on the recent Negociation, and the 
sure marks of a lasUng Peace, and a tme Reconcihatibn. 

The whole designed for the serious consideration of all ranks 
and degrees of mankind. 

By EPHRAIM WOOD. 



The few copies of this work, which remain unsubscribed for, may 
be had of W. Simpkins and R. Marshall, London, and of the 
Author, Old Dock, Liverpool, PRICE SIX SHILLINGS. 

In the above work the great Tenets on Tithes, Affirmation 
or Oaths, Dress and Address of the Society of Friends are par- 
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interesting and important subjects discussed, viz. — Things essential 
and non-essentia]s«^The right use of property. — Education of 
the poor ; Lancastrian and Madras systems. — The reciprocal 
obligations of master and servant.^ On man's long day's labour.—* 
The division of time* — The sabbath, &c. &c. 
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Belovedt belieoe not every spirit^ but try the spiritSf whether they 
Mre of Qod : Ood is love : and he that dwelleth in hve, dtoelleth tn 
Godf and Ood in him. 1 John» iv. U"\6*„».He that loveth his brother 
abideth in the lights and there is no occasion of stumbling in him* 1 
John i. 10. 

And the multitude of them that believed were of ONE hearty and of 
ONE soul : neither said any ofthem^ that aught of the things they pos* 
Messed was his own ; but they had all things common. Acts i?. 99. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In offering these Letters to "the Members" of a 
Articular chufch of ceftdin peculiar professing 
Chrietidns, it may be queriadi why I prefer a public 
to a private cuidfess. My answer that I consider 
my remarks of some consequence^ not only to the wel- 
Jure of that society Of whom I could scarcely hope 
that they wotUd meet any attention, if privcdely con^ 
veyedf as I have reason to believe a former epistle (f 
mine, some three or four years ago, never did ) ; but 
the snibjects discussed in these letters are of a public 
nature, and concern many or all of the inhahitants (f 
Liverpool: — yea, all Christendom. 

It is too truly observed by one, that the disposition 
€f the ministers and active members of the Society of 
Friends is extremely aiverae to any thing at aU tend- 
mg. Hrrilitate against certain rules and maxims, conr 
Midered by themr as nuUsputcMe : and if I judge right. 
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tiey have aho relieved tiie poor ; others think them* 
selves religious ; the system which their fathers pro* 
fessed is still observed by them ; although it is evi* 
dent they have only the form of godliness !" And 
some^ alas ! *^ build wood, hay^ straw, and stubble." 
But every man^s works, it is said, shall be *^proved"-" 
" tried by fire /'* Amidst all its/orms^ the principle 
is still the same. Pride of the human heart rejects a 
free salvation. It is dissatisfaction with OotSsfoun^ 
daiiony and an endeavour to siAstitute something qf 
its own. It is true that Christ is in words ackwM- 
ledged as the only Saviour^ but the nature of his sal^ 
vation is misunderstood. Surely they err." And 
some do err, *^ not knowing the scriptures J* Shew 
Judah her sinsy and Israel their transgressions" said 
the Spirit to the prophet. 

These reflections lead me to the scriptures," as 
ihe only authentic source of inforniation : and there it 
is writteny Ood will lay in Zion for a foundation^ a 
stone, a tried stone, a preeious corner-stone, a sure 
foundation, and he that believetb shall not make 
baste," — or, as some translators have it-^^ shall not 
be confounded." Isa. xxviii. 16. And while I lay 
brfore the reader the grounds of ^hope" reveakd in tks 



gMpeli J AaU point out oho gome cf its propertie^t 
prindplMy ^nd prc^cHces^ m the effectg, if not ^* the 
essential requisites " to scUvatton. For there also it «> 
wHtien, that ^* faith without worke i$ dead.'' Although 
we may have all epiritual gifts, knowledge, and 
spmi with the ehquenee <^ men andqfangelsy if we 
k^ve not qharity^ — LOVE Qod with all our hearts, 
and our neighbour as ouraelvee,^^ — we are as sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbals" 

9fb convince men of the exceeding sinfulness of 
eiUi and to persuade men** to be <^ renewed in their 
minds,^'-r-<^ not to be confirmed to this t0orld/' but to 
accept of this true, reconciliation, — is Me design of 
this u^h. RefoF»ation must be individual. Every 
one mtisi r^foTm one^^ is <| good maxim. But the eon* 
verting power ^ the Holy Spirit i» not confined to 
wumb^ fMT place yea, a nation shall be born at once!'' 

Lei M heat what the voice of this gfeat r^rming 
Spirit qf Ttuih sflid to hie immediaie disciples^ 
is expedient for you that I go away : for if I go not 
away the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I 
depart^ I will send him unto you. And when he comes 
he wiU reprove the world of ein^ and (f righteousness. 
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Und of judgment; of airiy because they belt&ve not in 
me; of righteousness^ because I go to my Father ^ and 
ye see me no more ; of judgment^ because the prince of 
this world is judged.^' — " Howbeit when he the Spirit 
of Truth is come^ he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall speak not of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear^ that shall he speak ; and he wiU shew you things 
to come.^^ John xvl. 7 — 14. 

But^ alas! unhappily for mankind^ "Satan's king- 
dom" is not yet "destroyed:" — '"the last remains" 
of the prince of this world were not interred at the 
condemnation of "the Taanton Witch!" though a cer- 
tain writer of " The National Register had the au^ 
dacity to assert it There has been no interregnum ; 
neither is the glorious Kingdom of Christ yet estab* 
lished. It is strident that this criticy and many other 
reformers of the present day^ who make scoff of thi9 
" Satanic majesty," are not only under his influences^ 
lut are his ready servants, and slaves ; being partor 
kers qf^'the glory the kingdoms of this worldT 



*.p. 531. 8th mo. 1811. 



POSTSCRIPT. 



JL AM aware of the objections and queries respecting 
this work and myself: who hath required this at your 
hands ? cries one : another, I am unlearned, not able 
to write common grammar; while another attempts to 
invalidate the design, by over*charging me with « in- 
consistency of practice and principle,* Sfc. I shall 
begin with the last, and in a few words, that I may 
the better answer the first. Let him whose principles 
and practices are more consistent with himse(f—or, in 
the words of the great Arbiter imd Judge of all things 
— Let him who is without sin cast the first stoned* 
As to the first and other objedtions, it is well observed 
by a worthy primitive Friend, William Penn, (on Eho* 
quence,) that " there is a truth and beauty in rhetoric; 
but it qftener serves ill turns than good ones. Elegan- 
cy is a good fnein and address given to matter, be it 
by proper or figurative speech : where the words are 
apt, and allusions very natural, certainly it has a 
moving grace; but it is too artificial for simplicity, 

B 
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and oftentiinea for truth'' That it ^'deludes the 
weak ; who in moh casesy may mistake the handmaid 
for the mistressj if not error for truth there is not a 
doubt on my mindj I speak by experience. It is 
certain^' continues this primitive judge of men and 
thingSj truth is least indebted to it^ because she 
has least need of it^ and least uses it. But it is a re- 
proveable delicacy in them that despise truth in plain 
clothes.''^ 

Let us hear the words of ancient wisdom, in 
this matter; ^^ that as it is hurtful to drink much 
wine or water alone, and as wine mingled with water 
is pleasant to the taste ; even so writing finely fram- 
ed delighteth the heart of them that read it'' If I 
have done well as fitting the subject, so as to excite 
the attention of the great and the learned ^^to turn 
inward," and to know themselves and their God; it is 
what I greatly desired : but if I have failed in my at- 
tempt, and am despised, I shall be satisfied in the con- 
sciousness of having endeavoured well. If our hea* 
venly Lord and Master ufas despised, and his words 
rejected, I am content not to be esteemed greater than 

* Fruits of Solitude, in Reflections and Maxims,*' to. p. S(X 



he. But with an eye to the above wise maiis direo 
tionSy — ^^whatever thy handfijideth to do, do it with all 
thy might.'' And remembering a curse being pro- 
nonnced against those that do the work of the Lord 
deceitfully" (or in the margin^ negligently). But a 
crown of life and glory is prwnised unto them that are 
faithful unto death. 



A FEW LINES 

To those whjo may best know how to read them. 



Ab, me! how few do know the humane heart. 

The pleasing task of softening others* woe; 
Strangers to joys that pity can impart. 

And tears sweet sympathy can teach to flow. 
If e*er Fve mourned my humble, lowly state. 

If e'er I've bow'd at fortune's shrine; 
If e'er a wish escap'd me to be great. 

The fervent pray'r. Humanity, was mine. 
I pity th' man who hears the moving tkie 

Unmov'd; to whom the heart-felt glows unknown; 
On whom the widow's plaints could ne'er prevail. 

Nor make the injur'd wretch's cause his own. 
How little knows he the cxtatic joy. 

The thrilling bliss of cheering woe, despair ! 
How little knows the pleasing, warm employ. 

That calls the grateful tribute of a tear! 
The splendid dome, the vaulted roof to rear. 

The glare of pride and pomp, be. Grandeur, thine ; 
To wipe from mis'ry's eye the wailing tear. 

And soothe th' oppressed orphan's woe, be mine. 
Be mine the blush of modest worth to spare. 

To change to smiles affliction's rising sigh; 
The kindred warmth of charity to share. 

Till joy shall sparkle from the tear-fill'd eye. 
Can the loud laugh, the mirth- inspiring bowl. 

The dance, or choral song, or jocund glee. 
Affect the glowing, sympathizing soul. 

Or warm the breast, Humanity^ like thee^ 



TO "THE MEMBERS" OF THE SOCIETY 
OF FRIENDS, IN LIVERPOOL, 

Whom I love in the Truth. 



Dkar Friends, 

My soul being particularly exercised last fifth day,*' 
not only wi^ the discourse then delivered (by a cer- 
tain esteemed itinerant minister, whom I shall here- 
after mention more particularly) but also from a few 
wx)rds at the dismission of the audience I can- 
not refrain from troubling you with the result, and 
the effect which it had on my mind. My remarks 
in this letter will principally be confined to the lat- 
ter, namely, 

" The Members of this Society are desired to keep 
their seats, and those who are not will be pleased 
" to withdraw." — At this salutation, my soul being 
just emerged from deep exercise, with a mixture of 
astonishment and confusion, I paused a few mo- 
ments, not deciding which of the two to do. The 
sequel will explain. 

Here I found myself (for the first time of this na- 
ture) deeply wounded. Not that I regarded it as an 

* A day OD whicii few, if any, attend, but those who are 
zealously afiected with Friends* principles; and but few of 
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insnlt to my persoD, because I am of no Dote amongst 
the rich and great ones of the earth (though I might 
boast of no mean ancestors) ; I am small and of no 
reputation ; not an insult to my classical education, 
because I have had but little, and am of slender ca- 
pacity ; which the learned, should this fall into their 
hands, will readily perceive : not an insnlt to my 
acquired knowledge and wisdom of this world ; this, 
it is the desire of my soul to make subservient at the 
foot of the cross : nay, but an insult — they could 
not have offered a greater, to the tender and zealous 
affected " convinced persons;" — to your own beauti- 
ful, sublime, and most holy profession of religious 
worshippers, that membership, the of souls in 
spiritual worshipping. These not members of this 
Society ! These desired to " withdraw !" from what ? 
—-Your worthy predecessor, Robert Barclay, I be- 
lieve, would have been more wary how he dismissed 

those, in general. A time of day, also, which some say is un- 
reasonable," as well as " unseasonable !" But more on this 
forthcoming. 

Before I proceed in the above, 1 feel desirous to say a 
few words respecting the interval between the circumstances 
which gave rise to this work, and the time when it was actually 
sent to the press^ — a space of about six menths; the last two 
months of which were occupied in canvassing for subscribers, 
and collecting subscriptions, to defray the expenses of printing, 
&c. The reader will not, I conceive, think the time long, when 
he is apprised that nearly the whole of the manuscript was 
twice written, chiefly at night, after 1 had performed my daily 
occupation.— Yes ; in that part of the night, when ** all nature,** 
as it were, hushed into silence," — the foot of man and beast 
commanded to tread softly !** — then did I find myself all wake- 
ful and solitary.** 
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the members at mch a time. At least, snrely, he 
did not at a religious meeting at Herweden!"* 

Yes, it struck a damp on my soul, as it were ; at 
least it quenched the Spirit ; and I not only began to 
feel a little ashamed at the company with which my 
soul had then been, I thought, associated ; but, fur- 
ther, it was like a cutting oflF." — Excommunication ! 
do I say ? like an expulsion from heaven ! — Oh ! the 
many thoughts which ran through my mind on this 
trivial" incident, as I am aware some may call it: 
but I wish such to take care what they call "trivial," 
and " small things." So deeply did this affect me 
that it was .vith difficulty (if I may so say) that I 
performed the remaining part of my daily occupa- 
tion. Yea, at night, or rather morning (which is 
oftener my time of retiring to rest), I could scarcely 
sleep, but watered my pillow with my tears : as ma- 
ny times before, Friends — " the members" have caus- 
ed me to do. Yes, my nocturnal tears (past two 
o'clock) now profusely strew the page while 1 pen 
this. 

I shall not trouble you with all the particulars in 
tny soliloquy or retirement, on this " so trivial," yet 
important matter ; it may suffice to mention the 
heads, or a few of them. What, ah my soul ! a mem- 
ber of , the mystical and not of the corporeal (or ma- 
terial) ? in unity of spirit, and not of the same body 
corporate ! known of Christ, but not known b^ his 

• ** The residence of" the convinced " Elizabeth the Princess 
Palatine," and where other great folks assembled.— See account 
of his life, travels to Holland, 3cc« p. 50. 1. 
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people on earth ! Mystery, impeDetrable mysteryy 
sorely ! I thought, just before (at the meeting al« 
luded to) I had been one sex, or member, as a cer- 
tain poet thus beautifully expresses it : 

" and sex. 

In holy raptures, sex unite 1" 

I thought (and I believe with some others then pre- 
sent) I had met with the Lord, by his ministering 
servant (this itenerant) in the sanctuary (agreeable 
to the desire of my exercised soul, before I came in- 
to the assembly) nearly expressly^ as the high-priest 
did in the church of old on the Urim, .ij^hen he went 
into the holy of holies with his breasi plate on, to 
obtain an answer by consulting God ! Yes, this mi- 
nistering servant of Jesus Christ, at that time ac- 
knowledged that he could not say by what cause, 
for what reason, or for whom he was thus particu- 
larly led to speak !" But, ah my soul ! thou art de- 
sired to " withdraw " from the secret services in the 
cause of thy beloved. — 1 did presume ! — 

And these words of the apostle Paul, I think, 
crossed my mind — " We have an altar whereof they 
(the idolatrous which serve the tabernacle) have no 
right to eat." On which I was thus exercised — ah 
me ! my soul ! hast thou not spiritually eat and drank 
at the Lord^s table, in his presence, with his people — 
yea, farther, my soul ! hath the Father and the Son 
come unto thee and supped with thee ? — hast thou 
wept and mourned, watched, and inwardly prayed 
with his people, for thyself and for them so many 
years, and now desired ^or I could not "be pleased") 
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to withdraw " thyself from their secret assembly ! 
Ah, my soul ! is there any thing which these people 
can have in hand, or at heart, in the canse of truth, 
of which thou hast not been willing and ready to 
bear thy part of the burthen ? Hast not thou been 
not only desirous, but made willing " in the day of 
trial, to forsake all? — all that stood in the way to 
follow Christ, and to take up thy daily cross ? 

I have kept nothing back which I believed the 
Lord required me to give up. Not my occupation 
In life, my trade, as a master; nor shall I, I trust, 
follow it as a servant^ (though the daily support of 
my wife and fiamily seems to depend upon it), unless 
I can enjoy full liberty of conscience, purely religi- 
ous. Even my beloved wife, (though she has been, 
and now is, at times, a sore persecutor of — nor my 
dear helpless children, could not prevail in the case 
of the former. Could I see the call clear, I am ready, 
— I trust I shall be " made willing" also in that day 
to take my final farewell of my wife and family, my 
aU, ani follow my Divine Master, whithersoever he 
may lead me ! Yes, literally cloath myself in sack- 
cloth ; not soft raiment, of which some of you appear 

so fond. 

I wish just to observe here, first, that I feel a 

pleasure, as well as confidence, that I am writing to 

a Society who despise not the day of small things.'* 

It is true, we find some of the great and wise ones 

of the earth admit every single observation that 

is published by a man of genius, be it ever so trivial, 

dionld be esteemed of importance; because he speaks 

from his Own impressiona;'* whereas, common men," 

c 
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publish common things; which they, perhapg^ 
glean from frivolous writers!" This may serve well 
enough to recommend such fine writers as th& poets ; 
Wm. Shenstone, for instance, author of the Essay on 
Men and Manners." But I may question the " man 
of genius." You will excuse me, Friends, while I 
observe, this man of genius," according to the defi- 
nition of the celebrated Samuel Johnson, is one, who, 
" when a boy, learned to read of an old dame — 
^'received such dielight from books, that he was always 
calling for new entertainments :" and as " he grows 
older, is sent to the grammar school," from thence 
** to Cambridge," or, " Pembroke College, in Oxford ; 
a society (it is said) eminent for English poetry, and 
elegant literature." Here was his delight," here 
he assiduously " employed himself ; he puts on the 
civilian's gown," but it seems, " without any inten- 
tion to engage in the profession." He chose rather, 
"from his indolence of temper, to amuse bhn- 
self in culling flowers at the foot of the mount, 
than to take the trouble of climbing the more ardu- 
ous steeps of Parnassus." Thus much for "a man of 
genius;" and he certainly deserves honour for refus- 
ing the heathen mythology, whether of" the ancient'* 
Greeks, or " the modern English muse I" 

From hence^ verily, " the single observation," 
though by so common a man as myself, being "ever 
80 trivial," should be " esteemed of importance," be- 
cause I write from my own impresatons deeply 
impressed, not from " common place " immediately, 
neither gleanings " from frivolous authors;" no; but 
impressions received, being engaged ki one of the 
grandest, and most awful duties that human nature 
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U capable of, viz. urging the importance of religious 
worship, I have no doubt but the above vindication 
t>f ^^the impressions of a man of genius/' may apper- 
tain to terrestrial objects; but are the impressions 
virhich relate to the celestial and eternal felicity of 
mankind less worthy of attention ? 

However, I have a few remarks to make on 
trifles," as it respects your Society. If there is not 
much likelihood that the Society of Friends will 
not bring the Divine Being by degrees out of his 
spiritual province, and introduce him into all the 
trivial and worthless concerns of their lives is there 
not danger of contempt, at least, a slight and disre* 
gard of God's all-ruling power in <^ the moral gov- 
ernment of the world, if we may admit the evidence 
of your worthy and esteemed advocate, Thomas 
Clarkson, viz. I do not see where it is asserted 
by any of the Quaker writers, that he (the Spirit) is 
to be a guide to man in all the temporal concerns of 
life."* 

This is the more to be lamented, as, at p. 244 — 5, 
he seems to recommend human reason" instead of 
*^ to consult the Almighty on all occasions, as the 
sole Arbiter of every thing that is good:" for if 
"through God we live, and have our being" — our 
reason ; if "whether we eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
we do," we must do all to the glory of God," verily 
it would be right to have an eye to the Divine Spirit, 
to " guide us in our temporal concerns ;" if not to 
"introduce him into all the trivial and worthless 

• Vide Portridture of Quakeriin^*' 8iC. c, 1 1, p. 9. vol. iii. 
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cbncerns of our lives." Though, by^he way, I did 
not think Quakers, Christians, would have any thing 
to do with the trivial and worthless concerns of 
life !" unless the major part of the common avoca- 
tions of life may be so called ; such as the superflu- 
ous ornaments of the mercer, tailor, draper, milliner, 
hatter, and such like. Surely this judicious advocate 
of your principles and doctrines does not rank these 
useful and necessary occupations of life with those 
of the silversmith, jeweller, carver and gilder, per- 
fumer, toy-seller, and such like worthless, unnecea* 
sary concerns of life ! The late worthy reformers, 
Whitfield, Wesley, and the pious and learned James 
Hervey, and others, saw clearly the necessity of a 
distinction ; — but your worthy predecessors more 
wisely made the distinction, and adhered to it. 

This, however, not only encourages me in my 
practices, but confirms my belief that many in your 
Society whose occupations are not only vain and fri- 
volous, but may justly be termed the vain and worth- 
less concerns of life. It would, 1 believe, better 
become some of you, to do yourselves what you so 
warmly recommend to another; if not to pick up 
trash, to " work at the jigger," " tug at the capstan," 
(in some over-grown brother's warehouse) " till you 
drop !" At least, it would not be amiss to take a re- 
trospective and serious view of the writings of your 
worthy predecessors, and " convinced members " of 
your Society, on this matter, and square your lives 
accordingly. 

If the Almighty knows the inmost secret thoughts 
of the heart, and takels cog^nizance of «very word 
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i^lld action of which ^* human reason " is often 
•* the arbiter yea, if for every word and action, we 
must give an account at the great and awful day of 
jndgment, verily some consultation, more than hu* 
man reason, is indispensably necessary. Particularly 
so, as this advocate of your principles admits the 
same, in the following passage. I am far from deny- 
ing his (God's) omniscience ; for I believe that he 
sees every sparrow that falls to the ground, and even 
more, that he knows the inmost thoughts of men. I 
deny not his omnipresence ; for I believe that he 
may be seen in all his works. I deny neither his 
general nor his particular providence ; nor his hear- 
ing of prayers, nor his right direction in our spiritual 
concerns, nor his making all things work together 
for good to those who love him. Neither do I refuse 
to admit him either into our journeys, or into our 
walks, or into our chambers ; for he can make all 
things we see subservient to our moral instruction, 
and his own glory." 

Now, if God is omniscient, omnipresent, and om- 
nipotent, why should not his Divine Spirit be con- 
sulted" and acknowledged, that he may ''guide us 
in the temporal concerns of our lives ?" That this 
author should be " sorry to have the Divine Being 
considered as a clocks' a mere machine, is very com- 
mendable ; but if God, or his Divine Spirit, is not to 
^Mnform us about the times of our own ordinary 
movements," ought we not to admit or make him 
a prompter " in the disposing of his property — the 
wealth accumulated by the corn, the wine, and the 
oil ?" Verily these things may and ought to be done, 
without considering the Almighty as a clock, or to 
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^ oblige him to take his seat in animal magnetism; 
or to reside in the midst of marvelous delusion 

I believe few real Christians " expect a revelation 
in the most trivial concerns of their lives, where our 
reason will inform us ;" much less will they, like the 
waggoner, apply to a heathen deity^ 3 upiter, or any 
other heathen hero, or false god, when they may re- 
move the difficulty by putting their shoulders to the 
wheel. And I believe further, every real Christian, 
as well as every reasonable creature, can generally 
tell whether he ought to go forwards or backwards, 
or to begin or to postpone ; for I believe his actions 
are more likely to be innocent and less hurtful than 
the other ; but I cannot infer from hence, that " in 
fact there can be no necessity for the constant ap- 
peal to the Spirit, in all our worldly concerns;" 
though we may at the same time possess our reason 
as men."=i^^ Let us hear the Divine Spirit himself in 
this no trivial, but important conduct of life. " Trust 
in the Lord, with all thine heart, and lean not to 
thine own understanding " In all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." 

The above savours too much of the latitudinarian 
spirit of the age: not only the moral philosopher and 
metaphysician, but, if my memory fails me not, it 
was the language of his episcopal father, the ve- 
nerable and highly esteemed Bellby Porteus, late 
bishop of London, who, in one of his pastoral dis- 
courses (on the parables) intimated that it was im- 
possible to " do all to the glory of God," to consult 
the Divine Spirit in all our worldly concerns. 
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It is admitted by a learned and jodicions critic^ 
that *^ nothing is by any means trifling, or lightly to 
be valued, when it is considered that upon a combl* 
nation of minute excellencies, and an observance of 
trifling decot'um, depend the perfection of moral cha* 
racter, and the happiness of social life." Truly; for 
a greater than this man hath said, for every idle,** 
trifling and unmeaning word, that men shall speak, 
they shall give an account thereof in the day of 
judgment. For by thy words shalt thou be justified, 
and by thy words shalt thou be condemned." Matt. 
xH. 36—7. 

But beware, Friends, if you do not bring God in* 
to your lawful and honest occupation in life, howe- 
ver trifling it may be, is there not a danger of falling 
into Satan's snare, and into the general lax morals 
and indifferency of too many professing Christians? 
And of bringing a reproach and disgrace on your 
beautiful and most holy profession, as extortioners, 
monopolizers, regraters and forestallers, and then, at 
last; like one of whom I am frequently upbraided, 
terminating in swindling bankruptcy?" Oh, that 
these things were not already published, — not in 
Gath, one of the great cities of the Philistines, fa« 
mous for having given birth to Goliath ; and told in 
the streets — not of Ascalon, another great city of the 
tame people — ^but alas! they are published in our 
holy landf and told in the streets of our most renown- 
ed cities of L — p-1 and L— d-n ! Here the veil is 
taken off for my hand ! Ah, my dear Friends ! did I 
not feel it incumbent on me thus to write, not only 
as the present age demands it, but it is for the good 
of nations yet unborn ; I could gladly, like blessed 
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Shem and Japhet, of whom it is said, they took a 
garment, and laid it npon both their shoulders, and 
went backward, and covered the nakedness of their 
father: and their faces were backward, and they saw 
not their father's nakedness."* O, that you could 
partake of this nocturnal exercise while I pen this ! 
But sweet sleep, soothing slumber, I make no doubt, 
has overtaken most of you by this time. 

However, whether man or woman will look to 
the Spirit of God to guide them in all the concerns 
of their lives, or not, his word is true, and will be 
to everlasting. — "The just dealings of the righteous 
shall be as clear as the noon-day;" and "the hid- 
den things of darkness shall be brought to light;" — 
even in the most " trivial concerns of life." — I have 
the documents at hand, which I could produce were 
it necessary. — I have often witnessed them. 

The proverb that " when the devil catches a man 
idle, he generally sets him to work," is said to be 
levery day exemplified by the inhabitants at the Cape 
of Good Hope. (Barrow's Travels in South Africa.) 
" They are active only in mischief ; and crimes 
against morality meet with applause, if the end be 
successful. A man who in his dealings can cheat 
his neighbour, is considered as a slim menschy a cle- 
ver fellow. Even stealing is not regarded as crimi- 
nal ; truth is not held as a moral virtue ; and lying 
passes for ingenuity.", I hope, that " fruitful settle- 
ment," will, one day, ere long, be truly, " the Cape 
OF Good Hope ; " and if not under the immediate 



* Gen. ixt 2S. 



35 

l^idaace of the present missionary, I trnst the Great 
and Good Spirit, accompanied by his wordof trath,will 
lead them into all tmth ; and give them a hope, sure 
and stedfast — a trae and living faith, which worketh 
by lore to all mankind. 

But as it respects my own country: — it is said— 
I am voached by persons whose veracity I may rely 
upon — that it is particularly proverbial in Yorkshire, 
of your Society, that they will not ewear but lie abo* 
ninably !" This, I know from a child, was always 
said of the dissenters in general. But ah, Friends, 
what would your worthy predecessors. Fox, Barclay, 
Penn and others, say to this, if they were now living, 
whose veracity was proverbial? 

Lying and pride seem to have been the first sins 
which came with man into the world ; and in all 
probability they will be the last sins which shall be 
destroyed in man. These are no trivial sins. I dread 
them — hate them — I fear a lie, and know its con- 
sequences — and I trust I have truly repented of 
them. — May we never more hear of such pre^rbs ! 

I am aware of the inconveniences and severe tri- 
als many conscientious servants, shopmen, journey- 
men, and others labour under in this matter. It is 
not unknown to many teachers of the people, how 
common it is for servants to have to deny their mas- 
ters and mistresses. For instance, to be enjoined to 
say they are not at home," when in fact they are 
at home; and as a certain modern critic defined 
these phrases, they mean, at home, and more do- 
tnestic than usual!" I have often had this painful 

P 
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trial ; aDd although my dependence for my daily 
support, and that of my dear wife and children was 
on such a situation, yet, I desire to acknowledge 
here, God's grace was sufiBcient for me ; and I bore 
my testimony against such customs. And it will 
not be saying too much, that it was, in part, on this 
ground that I lately gave up business as a master. 

I did not, however, expect to be told, by an es- 
teemed member (now elder) of your Society, that 
the minor scruples of conscience must give way to 
the major duties of the concerns of life — self-preser- 
vation, and family obligations, or words to this effect. 
I wish to guard the sincere believer against this la- 
titudinarian spirit in respect of religious scruples of 
conscience ; for, if this principle may be acted upon, 
away go all patient sufferings for conscience sake ; 
yea, even truth itself. Hence, the horrible doctrine 
of expediency," so much revived by great names ! 

I feel willing to embrace the opportunity thus to 
enlarge on this trifling " subject at the commence- 
ment of my work: for if books, like companions, 
are productive either of much good or much evil 
.to prevent the latter, as it respects myself, I can 
most cordially adopt the well-known motto. 

Aught in malice set not down."* 

And also in the words of the wisest man that ever 
lived (Christ incarnate excepted), I desire that my 
reader may " buy the truth and sell it not." 

It is a judicious observation of " the Polite Phllo- 
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sopher (annexed to Chesterfield's Advice to his Son) 
to his readers, who have been many of them accus- 
tomed to think politeness rather an ornamental ac- 
complishment than a thing necessary to be acquired 
in order to an easy and happy life, that they may 
^^frorn thence pay less attention than my instructions 
require, unless I can convince them that they are 
in the wrong. In order to which, I must put them 
in mind, that the tranquility, and even felicity of our 
days, depends as strongly on small things, as on 
great: of which men may be easily convinced, if 
they but reflect how great uneasiness they have ex- 
perienced from cross accidentS| although they reia* 
ted but to trifles; and at the same time remember, 
that disquiet is of all others the greatest evil, let it 
arise from what it will." 

I am no great admireic of the works of this cele- 
brated writer, the late Lord Chesterfield, so called; 
but, if the above proposition were acted upon, I be- 
lieve it would produce more persons of ^^Honorius's" 
stamp, than the polite philosopher is aware of. And 
although "Garcia" (with whom he is contrasted) 
has his decided preference, because, forsooth, " Gar- 
cia acquired a handsome estate in the country," and 
by his polite flatteries, " rose to the possession of an 
office which brought him in a thousand pounds a 
year salary, and nearly double as much in ^i^perqui- 

* Candle-endd and cheese-parings,** I suppose this great 
man must have in view ; — ** bottler-day,** or ** pitcher-day,** as 
one of the King's servants once observed to me, where 1 was 
engaged opposite the palace. If I am not quite correct in- my 
description, my reader will excuse it, aa I quote from memory^ 
and it ia now fKMoe years since. 
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^tes," — ^^frorn an art he has of persuading them in 
the highest characters in the office ;" — that their 
pleasures and their interests are equally dear to him 
as his own !" 

I conld easily shew this (if I have not already) 
on a transition of a few of his own words ; that 
Honoriusy if "a person," — to say nothing here of 
his high birth and fortune — " a person" whose wit 
is lively," morals without a stain ;" and who consi- 
ders it beneath a man of honour to fall below the 
truth in any degree, or on any occasion ;" and from 
this principle he *^ speaks bluntly what he thinks,'* 
without respect to persons, and lectures freely on 
" hypocrisy," " simony and priest-craft," Ac. like a 
faithful "monitor:" I say, Honorius's "grave dis- 
courses" like galenical medicines, though "often 
formidable in their figure, and nauseous in their 
taste," yet, "lectures from a doctor in this science," 
like a chymical extraction, " convey knowledge^ as 
. It were, by drops, and restore " good sense and good 
works, as the other does fame and wealth, "without 
the apparatus of physic," 

This polite philosopher also seems to consider, if 
not confound " conscience, duty, or religion," as one 
and " the same thing," expressed by " dijBFerent 
names " only. Nothing can be more false. Neither ~ 
Seneca, nor Cato, nor all the ancient and modern 
"sages" united will, I think, be able to persuade 
me to it. The wisdom of the wise of this world U 
foolishness compared with the wisdom which cometh 
from above ; and the mistaken notions of honour are 
00 common and easy, and the ground on wMch !t 



stands is so slippery, and withont foundation, not 
built on a rock," tliat it never can stand in competi- 
tion with a religious scruple of conscience, and 
duty." 

If honour " embrace virtue " only as being " or- 
namental " or graceful to human nature, and only 
" scorns to do an ill action," and " considers vice as 
something beneath him," how far doth the truly re- 
ligious man, though poor and illiterate, rise above 
him, when he embraces virtue, as it is enjoined by 
laws of the gospel of Jesus Christ; and not fear 
merely, as fear of man, or chaAcier ; but scorns to 
do an ill action, however trivial, and considers vice 
as something that is most offensive to a just and mer- 
ciful God, the great Author and Giver of all things! 
Thus I would turn honour out^ and'say, religion 

...«^.^..*^.^«< is the sacred tie,* 
The noble mind*s distiDguishing perfectiop. 
That aids and strengthens virtue where it meets her ^ 

It ought not to be sported with.** cato. 

This polite philosopby will never, I. believe, ao* 
complish in the pupil those virtues which it is the 
design of the work to inculcate, viz. reason, calm- 
ness, good-nature, and good sense, — moral, political]^ 
and religious. And it will especially fail in fixing 
the attention on small things ; while the fashionable 
style of raillery, ^otism (self-praise), human pride^ 
and human wisdom, are the prominent features of 
the work. The motto which is placed at the head 

^^Alld ought to be T8B law of kings.** 



of this part of the work is so heterogeneoas, or ra* 
ther, profane and heretical, that I need only tran- 
scribe it^ to refute and condemn it. 

'* He who intends to advise the young and gay. 
Must quit the common road, the former way, 
\Vhich hum drum pedants take to make folks wise; 
By praising virtue, and decrying vice ! 
Let parsons tell what dreadful ills will fall. 
On such as listen when their passions call ; 
We, from such things our pupils to affright. 
Say not they're sins, but that they're un polite ; 
To shew their courage, beaux would often dare^ 
By blackest crimes to brave old Lucifer I 
But who of breecUof nice**-- — 

I forbear — enough. 

It is much to be lamented in " this enlightened 
age," that such a book as this, and hundreds like it, 
should gain publicity ; much less be reprinted for 
Instruction which may make a man happy or as 
a system of education, to form the manners of men! 
And, however carefully such works may be revised, 
while the foundation or grounds of the arguments 
are the same, they are likely to be productive of 
more evil than good. 

You, my dear Friends, and pious readers in gene- 
ral, will, I trust, excuse these extracts and rclhiarks 
from the merely moral and polite- philosopher ; but, 
be it remembered, I write for all ranks and degrees 
of mankindi^. This, therefore, > may come into the 
hands of some not so religiously disposed and pious 
lis yourselves ; and who are not confined and limit* 
ed to the perusal of those books which belong ohiefly 
to your owp Sp0i6ty»" or within your own circle,'* 
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Bat as it respects the Jjetters of the celebrated 
Chesterfield^ to his natural/' rather illegitimate 
eon, which I consider as having appeared unhappily, 
rather than " luckily," for posterity, if I cannot say 
of them, with a certain elegant writer, that they, 
from beginning to ending, are one continued libel 
(I am not willing to say only) on women," I do with 
him sincerely " wish the memory of his immoral 
graces, and his refined dissimulations, to sleep for 
ever with him in the grave."* 

Again, in the words of a judicious correspondeni 
of the Christian Observer, (A. D. 1806, On the 
evil of violating Truth," p. 80—2.) I feel desirous to 
remark further on the trifling," though no less im- 
portant " concerns of life :" viz. " My reason for 
dwelling so long on this part of my subject is to 
convey an adequate idea of the nature and value of 
truth. There is, perhaps, no sin which is regarded 
in so light a point of view as that of lying. In ge- 
neral the evil of it is estimated entirely by its conse* 
quences. If, for instance, a person tells a lie in or- 
der to injure his neighbour, he is thought to have 
committed a very criminal act, because it is an act 
of injustice, and is attended with injurious ejBFects. 
But if a person tells a lie merely to screen himself 
from punishment, or to advance his own interests, 
without any apprehension of immediate injury to 
others, his fault is considered as of a very venial 
kind. It does no harm," it is said, to any one." 
Now, in opposition to this erroneous idea, I would 

* Vide Strictures on Female Education/* kc. by <'a Cler* 
(Qrnfttt of thQ Church of England.*' £uay 1, jp. d» 
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wish to inculcate apon the minds of my readers thd 
evil of lying in itself ^ as a branch of that "general 
system by which the devil maintains his empire ia 
the world ; and to lead them to consider it as a prac- 
tice entirely contrary to God, to godliness, to excel- 
lence, to knowledge, to wisdom, to every thing that 
is great, and good, and useful in the world. I wish 
them to be thoroughly convinced that it is absolutely 
impossible to be renewed in the spirit of our minds, 
unless the foundation is laid in an inviolable regard 
to truth, and a sacred reverence for its authority : 
iand therefore to tell a lie, on whatever account, is a 
heinous sin in itself ; and that a liar, so far as he is 
justly chargeable with this sin, is necessarily under 
the influence of the father of lies. 

But there remains another view to be taken of 
the intrinsic evil of lying ; I mean its being most 
positively and directly forbidden by God. And this 
it is which in any case constitutes the grand malig- 
nity of sin. It Is utterly unShristian therefore to 
reason, as many do, only upon the injurious conse- 
quences of an action, as if in these consisted its 
whole guilt. It ought surely to be sufiBoient to satis- 
fy the mind of a Christian that a thing is sinful, to 
Bay that it has been forbidden by God. Now, God 
has marked the practice of lying with peculiar re- 
probation. " Hear the word of the Lord, ye child- 
ren of Israel, for the Lord hath a controversy with 
the inhabitants of the land. By swearing and lying 
they break out," break out, as it wefe, in open defi>- 
ance of God, " therefore shall the land mourn.** 
Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord : but 
they that deal truly *are his delight." ^The Lord 
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AaU cat off all flattering lips, and the tongne that 
«peaketh proud things, who have said, with oar 
tongue will we prevail, our lips are our own ; who 
Is Lord over us?" " Lie not on^ to another." "All 
liars shall have their part in the lake which bnrneth 
with fire and brimstdne." 

These passages will be suflicient to impresii 
those who value the word of God with a dread of 
lying in general. Permit me, however, to consider 
more particularly some of the branches of this evil. 

It is a common thing for a person when he has 
done wrong, to tell lies in order to escape the blatne 
which he justly deserves. And this is with many a 
very early habit, formed even in childhood, and 
continued throughout the whole course of life. 
Now, whenever such an occasion for lyitig occurs, 
let me request the person who is tempted, to pause 
for one momisnt, while he thus reasons with himself: 
" If I acknowledge my fault, I shall, it i» true, be 
blamed ; but what then ? I shall have maintained my 
character for veracity. If t attempt to conceal my 
fault by telling a lie, it is probable that I shall be 
suspected, and my character for truth may be lost. 
And what confidence can be afterwards reposed in 
a jperson who is detected in telling a lie ? Besides, I 
shall commit probably a much greater sin by telling 
a lie than I have already done. I shall also violate 
my conscience : and surely it is better that the whole 
world should know that I have done wrong, than 
that God and my conscience should be witnesses 
against me that I have told a lie." 
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I cannot but here remark^ how seldom it is that 
people pay much regard to conscience. If they can 
conceal their faults from others^ they think it a small 
matter that these faults are known to themselves. 
Now, a sacred reyerence for conscience is the grand 
characteristic of a real Christian. He does not ab« 
stain from sin because his fellow-men would become 
acquainted with what he has done, and his charac* 
ter would be lost ; neither does he do good in order 
to be seen and applauded by men : but in both case» 
he consults his own conscience ; and h is because it 
is right, that he either does, or forbears to do any 
particular action. We should learn, therefore, to 
fear and reverence ourselves more than we do any 
one else.* How many persons do we meet with 
whose consciences are perfectly at ease, although 
they are in the habit of lying whenever they can 
thereby promote their worldly interests I If any ap^ 
peal were made to their consciences whether they 
had committed any evil action during the day, they 
would, perhaps, boldly answer in the negative : and 
if reminded that they had told a lie, they would pro- 
bably reply, " Oh^ that is a mere trifle, not worth 
mentioning." Thus do men deceive themselves, 
while they adopt a standard of right and wrongs 

* This maxim wa» adopUd by tliat celobf ated champioa oi 
tivil and religious liberty^ the late Gilbert Wakefield ; though 
upon difiereut motives ; iivho, I think, somewhere says» ** above 
all men reverence thyself.** And 1 might add, as another mo- 
tive, such is the unkindness and uncharitableness ** nvhich 
many acknowledge they experience in their own communion, 
or religious community, that their faitA would fail them, without 
this self-confidence — inward peace and love. — But more on thia 
forthcoming. £. W. 
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wKolly opposed to that which God has established 
in his word. 

It is here important to remark, that the trne 
excellence of Christian principles is shown by our 
willingness to submit to loss or blame, rather than 
to commit sin. We are likely to be blamed for hav- 
ing done wrong ; and this blame we may, perhaps, 
have it in our power to escape by telling a lie, which 
ihere is no chance that any one will be able to detect. 
Now, such cases as these occur perpetually in com- 
mon life: and it is by our conduct on such occa- 
sions, that we may ascertain whether we will pre- 
serve our integrity at the expense of suffering blame 
or reproach : — whether, in short, we are true Chris- 
tians : for a trne Christian had rather suffer the ex- 
tremity of worldly evil, than incur the displeasure 
of his God. 

If direct lying is thus to be avoided, as highly 
sinful, all approaches to it ought equally to be 
avoided. The Christian, therefore, will take care 
that he does not, for instance, hastily make pro- 
mises which he may be unable to perform. For, 
though he may^at the time intend to perform them, 
yet, if they are made rashly, and without due consi- 
deration, and especially if he is conscious that he 
has been in the habit of promising too readily, he 
exposes himself to the danger of uttering a falsehood. 

^*The Christian will also guard as sedulously 
against equivocation as against a direct lie. The 
miserable ingenuity of some persons, who think they 
bave*not been guilty of lyings because their words 
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have been so managed as to convey the false idear 
which they were intended to convey, while they ad- 
mit of a construction consonant to truth, argues both 
a want of good sense, and a mean and disingenuouir 
mind. Let such remember that God is not deceived 
by their sophistry. Liars they are, unquestionably, 
with a mean and despicable subtlety added to their 
lie. Such conduct ought therefore to be abhorred 
by every upright and ingenuous character." 

But, alas! what must we think, what must we 
say, when we iSnd the editor of the " Christian Ob-- 
server (a periodical publication in many points 
highly esteemed,) if not ao enemy to the sincere 
believer's humble acknowledgment of God, in all his 
dealings, certainly confounding the humble Christian 
with the proud and ignorant enthusiast? In \m 
review of Benson's account of the life of the pioua 
Fletcher, he observes, in his strictures on the first 
chapter, where a remarkable deliverance from dan- 
ger is noticed, that " the account of Fletcher's edu- 
cation is followed by some instances of his early pi- 
ety and of his filial obedience and brotherly affection* 
But we were sorry to see several succeeding pages 
taken up with a relation of incidents which happened 
during his youth, and which, though sufficiently re- 
markable, are exhibited to view in a way which ap- 
pears to us peculiarly objectionable. We allude to 
some instances of the preservation of . his life, in cir- 
cumstances of great danger ; one of which, related 
in this work, appeared to Wesley to be so extraordi- 
nary, that he did not hesitate to affirm, that it " was a; 
miracle, wrought probably by the ministry of an- 
gels." Nothing can be more injudicious, and wa 



S7 

will add, unscriptaral, than declarationg of this kind. 
Without recurring to the daily hair-breadth escape* 
which those experience who are engaged in a sea- 
^iaring life, in the business of mining, and other peri* 
lous occupations, or who are obliged to meet au ene- 
my in the field ; we will venture to say that there 
are yery few individuals who cannot recollect many 
singular deliverances from danger in the course of 
their lives. These, indeed, the true Christian will 
humbly and thanlcfuUy ascribe to the good provi* 
deuce of God. But he will beware of arrogating 
that miraculous interposition of divine power in his 
favour, for whieh he has no distinct warrant, either 
from scripture or revelation." 

The Christian Observer, in his cursory remarks 
on superstition and enthusiasm," (ibid. 1805, p. 334,) 
iattempts an illustration of the above extravagant no- 
tions of God's dealings with his people, as follows : 
Enthusiasm may be considered, in one view of it, 
as consisting of unwarranted ideas of the nature of 
the relation between God and man. A Christian 
ought to be particularly careful to cherish no pre- 
sumptuous hope of the divine favour, no extravagant 
or unfounded notions of divine communications. 
Under the influence of a sober judgment, while he 
feela his own nothingness as- an individual, he will 
form the most lofty conceptions of God, and will 
view him as chiefly manifesting his wisdom by the 
general rules according to which he directs his ad- 
ministration. An enthusiast, on the other hand, 
entertains lofty notions of himself, and degrading 
ones of the Deity. The x^ourse of nature he con- 
ceives is to be regulated with a view to his interest 
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The son shines, or the rain ceases according to his 
occasions. Is he in want, God at once, and in a 
femarkable manner, sends him a sapply. Is he op* 
posed, the judgments of God fall upon his opposercu 
Is he doubtful on 4iny point, the Spirit of God re* 
▼eals it to him. Is he disposed to act in any extra- 
iNrdinary manner, the ordinary rules even of morals 
are to yield to his convenience. He and those im- 
mediately connected with him have a peculiar di»» 
pensation ; they are the particular favourites of God» 
and all are to minister to their exclusive good. 

Let me not be misunderstood. < All things 
shall' unquestionably 'work together for good to 
them that love God ; to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his purpose.' But does this imply that 
we are to look for new revelations from heaven, or 
for miraculous interferences of Providence in our 
behalf? Or that we are to deduce our duty, not 
from scripture, but from the circumstance that 
events have smoothed the way for the accomplish- 
ment of our wishes; — a rule of duty which might 
often be pleaded by the most criminal of mankind ? 
Or that we are to regard as special marks of the di- 
vine favour to us, Ibose gifts of his bounty which 
are mmmon to all his creatures? < He maketh his 
san^to rise on the evil and on the good; and sendeth 
lain on the just and. on the unjust.' ^ 

Now, I need only to observe here, that if the 
sentiments in the above extract are not erroneous 
in their principles, and injurious to the cause of 
truth, they are contradictory to the belief of most 
komble Christians at least, if I do not misunder* 
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gtsLXkd the Christian Obsenrer in this, and» indeed, in 
many other places. For, if the daily hair-breadth 
eseapes" from immediate destruction, while perform- 
ing the ordinary duties of our respective callings, 
cannot be accounted for in a natural way, which 
no human foresight could anticipate, but must be 
Mcribed *^ to the good providence of Gknl," what 
has nature," or those gifts common to all,'' to do 
here? Verily, such sort of deliverances cannot be 
much less than miraculoua. What abundant reasom 
we have to be at all times exceedingly thankful to 
God for bis merciful preservations ! And how high- 
ly necessary it is to be continually, yes, momenta- 
jily looking to him for his gracious protection and 
guidance ! 

But what of all these quibbles or objections 
about miracles ? Truly, they are not ceased. Why 
marvel at the foregoing deliverances, as though by 
their own power and holiness they were so delivereily 
that they experienced those hair-breadth escapes?" 
It is for want of faith in the power of God that we 
do not work miracles in our day ; as it was in a cer- 
tain case with the disciples, even in Christ's day: 
£^ when they (the disciples) came to Jesus apart, 
and asked, him why they could not perform a mira- 
cle on a certain lunatic, Jesus said unto them^ 
Because of your vjiBEhiET I for verily I say unt^. 
jfouy if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seedy ye 
shall say unto this mountain^ remove hence to yonder 
placey and it shall remove ; and nothing shall be imn 
possible unto you." Matt. xvii. 18. 20. 

Bjxi what wouldst thou think, reader, of such a 
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MIRACLE, if all the world should become QUA* 
KERS ? That such an extraordinary miracle will b6 
wrought, I firmly believe ; when the knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth as the water covereth 
the face of the seas :" — when the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of onr God and 
of his Christ." But let us take heed unto repentance 
and conversion, that our sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord ; and he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you; whom the 
heavens must receive till the times of the restitution 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets, since the world began." Acts 
iii. 19, 20. 

Miracles, however, as a very learned and intelli* 
gent writer observes, are not the only test of real 
inspiration of God's Holy Spirit; but love, good 
works, and holding fast the faith which was once 
delivered to the saints : these are the fruits by which 
we are to judge of the tree ; and without these, eveo. 
miracles are to be suspected of delusion, and are to 
be esteemed rather as lying wonders of Satan, than 
as the works of God ! The power of working mira- 
cles, therefore, is not such an extraordinary gift, 
as we have any right to look for or to expect under 
the present dispensation of the Christian religion; 
and yet (take notice !) the gift of God's Holy Spirit 
(which every true Christian has a right to expect, 
according to the unquestionable promises of Christ) 
is certainly an extraordinary gift ; and is as certainly 
* imparted ' to all that duly ask it in the meritorious 
name of our Redeemer, if we may confide in tho 
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tnith of the holy scriptures ! It is always an extra* 
ordinary gift, (tliough imparted according to the 
ordinary dispensation of onr religion), because it 
supports and endows pious and worthy men, on ma- 
ny occasions, far beyond their ordinary or natural 
abilities and strength. It is, I say, a real addition 
to the ordinary nature of man, and therefore always 
an extraordinary gift ; being nothing less than a real 
participation of the Divine Nature, of which we may, . 
if we will, be partalcers,"* " through the exceeding; 
great and precious promises " of that Divine Person 
that hath called us to glory and virtue." 2 Pet. i. 3, 4. 

Now, I observe here, human nature, thus clothed, 
thus furnished with "extraordinary gifts and graces," 
I should not think it too much if, " on a particular 
occasion," it were permitted to work a miracle, — "a 
miracle wrought on purpose!" But whatever the 
idea of this learned man may be, as it respects the 
" will," and his own will, it is evident from the said 
-work, that he calls in the aid of carnal weapons — 
the sword of juirtice," as it is called, to subdue " the 

* Here the <<dead language** (greek) as well as the dead 
author must r^st undisturbed for me: but I desire to 

^ — . « tread softly ! 

It is the ashes of the departed. 
The worthy " — Granville Sharp. 

Vide his Account of the Constitutional English Polity of 
Congregational Courts," — «« the View of Frankpledge/* &c, &c. 
•p, 561—12. A work worthy of the notice of the Legislature of 
the Bation; and- which, if acted upon, would go very far towards 
removing all the ''bribery, impositions, and corruptions** so 
much complained of by the advocates for reform in Parliament ; 
though perhaps it is not exactly what 1 should choose fo^ law. 

F 
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will " of others ! Mj will is, I would gladly partelcf 
of these *^ exceeding gneat and precious promiMi 
but. as saith the great apostle, <^ I know that iu ma^ 
that is. in my 6esh, dwelleth no good thing: for !• 
mill is present with me; but how to perform that 
which |s good I find not." — ^'Oh, wretched ma^ 
that I am (Rom. vii. 18.) But, he blesseth God^ 
for giving hifn ^*the victory" over this evil wilj^ 
^* through Jesus Christ/' which he ^ith is by faith 
fevealed (preced. chap. 1. 16t**^18); and by the powr 
#rful operation pf the Spirit." (Qbap* vili.) 

But I have a few remarks more to make, as ft 
respects Christ|ans>*-r^^ Quakers 'V«r^' bringing down 
ihe floly Spirit/' oonsulting God in the ^ohuqw 
4Hmcern9 of their l|ves." If your esteemed advocate 
Thomas Ctarksoui mean to insinuate that yonr Soei*- 
#ty do not acknowledge God in Ai44 the " temporal 
4M>ncerns of their lives," as well as admitting hi§ 
divine proceedings in theif .spiri.tua)» I certainty 
should prefer the writings which contain tbiB^*il)tf%- 
culous stories " of the small-clothes," the surt^ut 
^oat," " the tea-kettle and the partridges," yea, even 
" the rivers of the pool," are " obsequiou9 to the 
wishes" of the faithful, as may be seen in the Bank 
of Faith," by the late extraordinary "Tichfield-Street 
apostle, William Hun^ngtOA. 

That the modern deists and philosophers may 
make light of these stories, is no wonder ; but surely 
^* the Finger of Providence " may be seen in kaMing^ 
as well as in writing a book ; in or ^< from cobbling, 
and carting, and coal-heaving,'* according to WllH- 
am Huntington'? own testiniony, withQUt 4 D^aA 
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ing either e:KaIted to a station in whicli he may 
be enabled " to draw from the bank of igiwance 
and credulUyy an affluent fortune/' (as the British 
Review remarks on the character of W. H ) or " to 
prophesy before thousands of silly beings And, 
although I am no convert, or even great admirer of 
Wliliim Huntington and his works, yet, I cannot say 
with these critics that I have waded with unspeak- 
able disgust through the stories which he tells by 
hundreds in his Bank of Faith rather with the 
candid author of " the Sinner Saved," or " Memoirs 
of the late WiUiiEim Huntington, S. S." &c. that as 
poverty was favourable to his piety, kept h!m de- 
pendent on the Father of Mercies, and led him to be 
grateful for what he thus obtained, yet, if he has 
been censured for ascribing too much to the inter- 
position of divine bounty, surely it is better to trace 
bis Haud in every thing, than not to perceive it in 
any thing." (p. 27.) Well did W. H. acknowledge 
these kind providences did wonderfully endear the 
Lford to me, and brought me to live by the faith of 
him for the supply of all my wants." 

That this extraordinary minister of " Providence 
Chapel," might have been instrumental in awaken- 
ing many sinners, I deny not ; but that he turned 
any or many from the vain customs or fashions 
of the world, to the practices of primitive simplicity 
of manner of life and conversation, not one amongst 
his many disciples could I ever discern. They wer^ 
rather (like myself at that time) bigoted, supersti- 
tioos, and zealously affected, but not well." Ahi 
my dear friends ! like some of his followers whom I 
know, I have now, at times, to lament and bewail 
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those apparent aagry passions, or warmth— I wo'nt 
«ay, heil-fire zeal " — like ibe papists! abhorred be 
the thought : but in zealuu^^ly oouteadiiig for the 
truths christian forbearauee, charily, aud love, was^ 
not always predoiuiuaiit. 

The writer of a brief account of the life of Wil- 
liam HuDlingtou observes that *^ his temper was na^ 
turally incliued to be imperious/' like priest, like 
people, and could not.always brook the restroiuts 
which religion had imposed." (p. 10,) And, ^' with 
much charitableness, however, he betrayed occasion* 
al symptomis of .an avaricious kind." But, however* 
W. H. could be ^attached towards the state," and at 
the same time was by no means so w*ell-afiected to 
the church," (p. IL) is not only uncharitable, but 
a mark of dissimulation and cowardice. Is not the 
church the darling offspring of the state? are they 
not inseparably end essentially connected together ? 
do they not receive the same sanctions ? are they not 
equally supported by the same authorities ? and do 
they not mutually depend on each other for their 
existence ? Most certainly they do. And the mau 
yyho professes attachment to the one^^nd affects to 
disapprove of the other, may fairly be suspected of 
insincerity. 

W. H.'s anathemas on the people of Thomas 
Ditton, who rejected his ministry, and contemned 
him on account of his following his employment as 
a coal-heaver, must indeed be determined by " the 
omniscient Judge at the gr^nd assize," (as he has it 
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in his epitaph, dictated by himself some time before 
his death) ; but surely, as the author of his life re* 
marks, such a spirit which consigns to illimitable 
reprobation, does not approximate to that Divine 
Being, who in the midst of judgment remembers 
mercy ; and whose beneficence extends even to the 
unholy and the unfaithful !" 

As to the occasional s3rmptoms of avarice," an 
explanation may be gathered irom W. H.'s vision," 
in the early part of his ministry, to " prophecy upon 
the thick boughs," which he believed by turning to 
Ezekiel xxxi. 3. 17. 23. to be confirmed, not only in 
preaching to a large congregation in Tichfield Street, 
but, as he says, the boughs grew too thick for the 
chapel to contain ;" and *^he lived also to see the 
erection of a second temple, after the first had been 
burned, luxuriantly filled with these prophetic 
boughs." But If the following anecdote be true, it 
may serve to illustrate this matter a little. 

" The late William Huntington.— After the de- 
molition of Huntington's chapel by fire, in Margaret 
Street, the richer part of his congregation met to* 
gether, and resolved to build this eccentric preacher 
another chapel, in order to allay the good man's 
grief for the loss he had had, and to enable him to 
further the great work of faith ! — At length the new 
temple was raised, at an expense of nearly nine thou- 
sand pounds, and a day was appointed for the solemn 
opening ! But, lo ! on the morning of that day, he 
is said gravely to have informed his selected friends, 
'that be had been illuminated by a vision on the pre- 
H^iog night, which informed him that there would 
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MithcT Itfck ddt grracor atMfld^m M ttf^ff lle^lt 
spiritaal ^stublishitlddt, if It WM Hot mad^ hhi o#il 
{personal ff^faold, beforer he dbobid <^Ti^4cfiBtf^ it 
With hl9 holy «l(^Mn<^ !-^Tb€l festllt of tbto 
tetested hfformattoil wai^, Ibat of th6 iolbstftfb^fs 
td^igned bf^ shar^ id favooif Of tb« pio^ MAfl, MA 
the chapel, as it mls;ht b^ kktogiil^» j^rMpetlfdl 
cordingly T' 

# « #* # « # * 

I am aTTaref, I nm fr^adid^ oil fedd^ddd I^^MTMt* 
j^roimd ! As sodd as a diad begins to rake the ashes 
df the dcrad/' or " ransack the diddmd^ntsl df tombfc 
of the worthies," there are dot wadted those who ftl 
fall cry exolaim^ 

Vtle is the ^en^tnuee <Hi t1i« dlihiHi r6T<f, 
Aud «uvjf bane tiiat barks >f slewing du»t !^ 

Be this as it may, I shall,«iot stop here to consi- 
der the mady objectidds dn Ihd 0116 haad,. nof the 
nany jadicioBs and pious arguments In favodr of 
jemarks on memoirs^ on the other ; it is ^nodgb to 
know that though d«ad» yet li^h'' they in thebr 
works. Surely ihey ought to be h^rdy if not ai»- 
awoffid. 

That I have not exa^fgerated or diisifepresenti^ the 
priaciple» of this extraordinary minister, I might 
fer my reader for evidences to the Evangelidal Mag»> 
»ne, for sixth months 1814; or more {Mirtioulatly td 
the learned and pious drities^ of the Thedlogioal add 
Biblioal Magaataoi #hot to thdir renutifki cof i^cMb^ 
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Literary and Re%}oii^ Curioiity/' <a weU-kiiowo 
epistle, addressed to the editor above, in vindicatija 
pf a^^^oas niis-atatemant,'* im Ma Bank of Faitb» 
(p. f(9^L% are npt afraid to say ** he kas no poasi* 
ble way of evading their testimony but by sayings 
eitlier tbat his atempry is tile, weakest oa earth, or 
that tia ^neaa alipt tbrough his fingers Ilia 
evidence, both direct and circumstantial, i€ compiel# 
and convincing. Must not H. have a brow of brass, 
'4. oooscieoee seared as with a hot iron, and a heart 
of marble, to persist in denying a fact so fully at€ei» 
ted a«d <;oiArfl(ied?'* 80 much for tlie fact, whieh 
i» M stttbbera aa <tbe aturdiest oak in Wellwood,* 
and firfeei^iing«fl the guineas of St. Helen's Tt (p. 860^ 
for Che year 1S02.) 

I eertahriy do not commend this minister of TIdh* 
&»M iitreet Chapel, for giving himself the badge of 
hia former occopatien, b^ing coupled with hU selfr 
created title of parto/?/' and grai^ely, or in derialM 
4»atlittg himself, Pareon Saek^' coalrAeatfer;* Ac 
iVetl 4i%ht the reviewer, m hia aerious and aolemm 
aidiioniiioa, on W. H/a preaching against the moml 
ia«r 4^ 'jGrod, as a rule of obedience ; against his sav* 

> j " .T 

• Where his fnrm was situated, which was given him 
residence, by a good lady/* it is said much against his wilL 

t Which were given him for preaching at sevcu o*cloclc, first 
^^iy%-mornii»g i«*cture, which bad been long established ibr tiia 
h^nnM of ve.rviiiits, mha^ by fea^ of their doaieiUc enplsQf^ - 
wHi Mfk 9A tMe ^ryica ef G(4 at Urn wual tin^ 
. ■ ... E-W. 
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wnU of all denominations ag deceivers ; and againsi 
his saints as hypocrites, advise — 

** A whip for the horse, a bridle for the A. S. S., 
and a rod for the fool's bacb:." (Prov. xxvi. 3.) 

< Forty stripes, save one/ and that one the 
heaviest of all, may be given in a future number 
(ibid. p. 362.) 

Whether this extraordinary minister, of a 
strange spirit," ever had this one stripe," I am not 
able to say, as it is some years since I left London ; 
and I have long ago declined taking in the above 
jieriodical Review. But I wish to observe here, my 
reason for extending this review of the late William 
Huntington was, I felt a particular desire to enlarge^ 
as I loiow some of his followers consider him, as 
Bome do the late extraordinary seer," or prophet,'^ 
Emanuel Swedenborg; or as I may Robert Bar-^ 
iclay, as " ^Ae only true expositor of scripture — • 
<<a star of the first magnitude!" I wish, therefore, 
the reader to compare this with what he may find in 
this work related of Robert Barclay ; judge for him* 
self, and become a disciple of that teacher whom he 
may perceive comes the nearest to the standard of 
<vtbe holy scriptures" — the true ^* sent," and minister 
of Jesus Christ. 

. But as it respects the writings of Emanuel Swe« 
denborg, I wish just to o£Eer a remark or two here. 
In his ''Arcana Coelestia," &c. p. 15, vol. 1, it is said 
'' we may discover an evidence of Divine cbmmission^ 
and illumination, far superior to that which the 
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working ef iniracles, or the rising of one from the 
dead could afford !" If this be true it is not saying 
too much, that He is the undoubted messenger of 
our Loi'd's second Advent !" Vide Dissertation on 
the Regenerate Life, in harmony with the Theologi- 
cal Writings" of E. S. 

I find also, there are what is called a society of 
gentlemen, zealous to promote the best interest of 
their fellow-creatures in general," now, "recom- 
niending th6 tlieological wrifingi" of this extraordi- 
liary " seer" of " messenger," not only as " contain- 
ing an imiiiense store of heaVenly wisdom ;" but as 
« the genuine antidote against the sectarian spirit,** 
" if\fideltty" " sopkistry^^ and " the present corrup* 
tion of christian doctrine," <&c. Vide Advertbement 
in the Liverpool Courier, for the ninth month, )3nd. 
See also their <^ Intellectual Repository," &c. 

Now, for my own part, I must confess, that al« 
though there are many things in the voluminous 
works of this extraordinary man, which I admire, yet 
I cannot receive every page, much less every sen- 
tence contained in the writings of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, ftsan Arcana Cailestia" never before revealed 
to ntan!" For iMtanee, speaking of the sufferings 
and punishment in another world, he saith, It is to 
be observed, that no one suffereth any punishment 
and torment in another life on account of hereditary 
e^rilSj but for the actual evils which he himself hath 
committed." (Arc. Ccel. No. 966, p. 464, on the 
continuation of the subject concerning the hells.) 

Now this ^^heavmly mystery'' M^as made knowm 
o 
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nnto man some two thousand years before Emanuel 
Swedenborg was ever heard of, or born. The pro- 
phet Ezekiel, chap, xviii. had this word of the Lord 
come unto him," saying "what mean ye," &c. Reader ! 
I conjure thee, with reverence turn to thy bible. 

Again, this extraordinary " messenger from hea- 
ven," or " inteliigenc^er from the other world ;" on 
those spirits who seemed to have formed the notions 
that heavenly joys consist in a life separated from 
good offices of cbitrity, and employed merely in 

praising and celebrating the Lord ;" and that this 
world was the scene of an " active life," tells us that 

they (the spirits) were informed that to praise and 
celebrate the Lord is not such an active life, but an 
e£Fect of that life, for the Lord hath no need of 
praises, but is desirous that all should do good OFFI- 
CES OF CHARITY, according to which they receive 
happiness from the Lord !" (Arcana Coelestia, No. 
466, p. — , vol. 1.) 

I must confess I never heard, or read, before, 
that there were " offices of charity " in heaven ! 
However, I must wave, for the present, all farther 
remarks on the writings of this extraordinary pro- 
phet, as they are so extensive that it is not likely 
that I could even analyze one hundredth part of 
them in a work of this nature: — ^and perhaps it may 
not be necessary. One thing, however, I must say 
in favour of this man and his writings ; if ^ the 
Almighty raised him up," revealed his will unto him, 
knd gave him visions, — yea, intercourse with spirits 
and angels in heaven (as well as in hell!) "at or 
«bout the very time that that infidel philosopher 
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(and his crew) Voltaire," who was instigated by the 
devil, and instructed from hell, his works may hav^ 
been an excellent antidote for those deluded reform' 
ersy of the " French philosophy," — of the wisdom of 
this world! — Oh, the mystery of iniquity! — Oh, how 
great the mystery of godliness, also! 

But I have one remark more to make, touching 
the late William Huntington; as it may serve not 
only in a comparative view with myself, but as well 
also for others. That this apostle of Providence 
Chapel " was not an infallible guide to the church," 
the following extract may serve to prove, and to 
elucidate a little what before has been said, if not 
confirm it. In the forementioned life of W. H., 
(p. 28) it is said that he was not uniformly strong 
in faith. Though he could esteem God as his master, 
friend and banker, and often styled him his all, still 
he tells us, whenever " answers to his prayers seemed 
to be wholly denied, his faith in God's word began 
to fail." What a humiliating concession ! He even 
acknowledges that he sometimes declined praying at 
all, when his request had not been facilitated by 
God. Such were some of his faults, not to term 
them sins." 

Now, as it respects myself ; many are the times 
in which I have asked of God particular favours, 
which I thought would have been especial blessings; 
and they have not always been answered agreeably 
to my wish. But I do not recollect that my faith 
was ever shaken, much less slackened ; it rather be- 
came more vigorous and importunate; impelling 
me, like Jacob of old, to wrestle with God in 
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prayer." And I was, I think, always satisfied with 
his dispensations, and his declaration, ye ask and 
receive not because ye ask amiss." (James iv. 3.) 
Not that I wanted to consume " the good things of 
this world " upon (my) lusts." (ibid.) " Far be such 
a thing," some professors 'will say! 

In no case, perhaps, have I more refMson (and I 
fain would wish) to be thankful to God that he did 
not answer my prayer, than in a late instance ; 
though at the same time, I also esteem him mj 
master, friend, and banker." If my petition had 
been granted, I might have retired — not "to the 
elysian shades ;" not from " the busy hum," " the 
worthless concerns of life ;" neither to have retired 
and taken up my carriage, or phseton, with four in 
hand !" This I leave to the great and mighty ones 
of the earth, "the four in hand club," those "flittering 
beings of folly," whose " transient emanations " pa&» 
along the crowded streets and round the squares 
of London. But I might have retired into some se- 
questered corner, or some delightful and romantic 
spot, and there left the cause of truth, which I now 
so warmly advocate, to shift for itself ; instead of 
(as the apostle Paul saith) " earnestly contending 
for the faith once delivered to the saints."^ 

I recollect a passage of a celebrated and elegant 
writer, the late James Hervey, very pertinent to this 
subject. You will excuse me, Friends, if I present 

* i must reseKVQ my remarks on the subject of carriages, the 
** saints taking up their carriages/* to be introduced in another 
part of this volume, if possible. 
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yon with it ; (though I remember a persen in Loa« 
AoR onoe told me that the Frieads do not suffer tlieir 
children to read such writers). For my own part, I 
embrace vtrath wherever I meet her ; though at the 
same time, like your worthy predeoessor, Isaac Pen* 
ittgton, I should like to strip lier of all her false co- 
lourings and ornaments in which she is too often de- 
corated. Henrey in his Theron and Aspasio, speaking 
on the peculiar fitness in the difference of personfli ; 
OF as it respects God choosing an heritage for hia 
people, and assigning a condition to each of his ser« 
vants, obseryes there is a great variety, yet perfect 
uniformity. Some he calls out to a course of distin- 
guished labours ; they make an illustrious figure in 
the world (like the cedars which stand conspicuous 
on the top of Lebanon). Others he consigns ovei 
to obscurity ; like the prophets whom g€K>d Obadiab 
hid in the cave ; and are styled his secret ones. 
(Psal. Ixxxiii. 3.) (or, like the violets which lie con^ 
cealed at the foot of a briar). St. Paul was eminently 
qualifed for busy scenes, and the most extensive ser- 
vice : — ^his ministry — amidst the most renowned and 
populoos cities^ — Whereas the beloved John, l>eing 
less fit to bustle among a crowd is sent unto the un« 
frequented solitary island; there to indulge tlie 
Sights of heavenly contemplation." But as it re** 
pects myself, it may, for a while, perhaps, be the 
will of the Almighty that I may be like Job, of whom 
it was said, he shall Iiave thorns in his paths; have 
the dunghill for his seat; and be exposed as a mark 
to all the arrows of tribulation !" (p. 132, vol. 3.) 

As to the perfect uniformity amongst the great 
variety of professing Christians of the present day. 
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I must confess, I see bot little of it (as may be seen 
in the sequel). I will allow, indeed, there is much 
propriety of reason, and more of religion in the deter* 
mined will of God, in the assigning the several con- 
ditions of life of his people ; but I cannot altogether 
allow, indeed, the determined will of God in choo&r- 
ing ME for good and happiness, and refusing my 
mother, or sister, or any other, and consigning them 
to eternal misery ! I mean, I cannot allow of God's 
determined will, — election and predestination, — in 
the manner in which some now bold it. My reason 
I may perhaps have to give more particularly here- 
after. 

Again, that our faith may be tried, if not shaken^ 
is the lot of most professing Christians. In no case, 
among my many trials, do I recollect one more af- 
flictive than a pecuniary disappointment I have lately 
experienced ; and which, being attended with pecu- 
liarly distressing circumstances, was almost more 
than my human nature, unassisted by divine grace, 
could have borne ; especially as it occurred at a time 
when I was extremely solicitous for a small loan, tow- 
ards defraying the expenses of printing this work, 
Us well as for some domestic purposes. This was 
enough to overwhelm any delicate mind, — one who 
desires to provide things decent in the sight of all 
men, and considers it degrading to human nature to 
be reduced to extreme penury, and be obliged to 
expose their afTairs to the world ! 

This, I say, was, and is the greatest trial, strug- 
gle, and conflict between feeling and conscience, 
nature and grace, I can remember myself ever to 
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have sustained. To love oor enemies, to do good to 
and pray for them that hate us and despitefully use 
US) is no easy task to human nature ; and to forgive 
our enemies, truly to forgive them^ is no less hard a 
task. Although there are " mercies of loving kind- 
ness " mixt with this trial of my faith, I do find it 
hard to flesh and blood (particularly as human rea- 
son and law offer their services to remove the diffi- 
culty) to say from the heart, on behalf of those who 
have so deeply wounded me, Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do !"* 



* Since 1 made tiiese remarks, I am not only particularly en- 
cou ragged to reduce to practice the above principle, but also hap- 
pily confirmed in the foregoing extracts and remarks, by a 
short and pertinent discourse delivered by an esteemed, and I 
believe worthy teaching minister your Society, poor old Mar- 
tha Binns (on first day last, fifth month, S8th, 1815), widow,'* 
of the church, 1 think too, indeed and in truth, in a few words 
on Joshua, of whom it is said, " he and his house had choseu 
to serve the Lord," whatever Baal and his priests, the wise ones 
of the world, might think and say of us \ she concluded, on the 
great and marvellous things which he did, and were done for 
iiim, by saying, that ** miracles are not ceased : " ** it is no 
less a wonder, and a miracle, that human nature should be made 
able to love their enemies ; do good for evil; bless them that 
curse and despitefully use and persecute us.'* And I felt an uni- 
on of sentiment, not less so is it, to be able to say, " Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do 1'* 

I cannot help observing here, that L consider this testimony 
of your esteemed teaching minister, and the witness of my own 
conscience, as highly favourable to this publication : yes ; nearly 
equivalent to the submitting of it for correction and (patronage, 
or) sanction of the Morning Meeting." Though, let it be un- 
derstood, 1 do not immediately object to such a rule of obedi- 
ence by those who are owned and treated as members of your 
Society. 
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This occurrence, however, placed me in a trying 
situation ; and I began to think that unless <^ the Al- 
mighty worked a miracle on purpose," as it were, I 
•hould not be able to get this work printed. But ah^ 
my soul ! why despair ? Shall I bring to the births 
and not cause to bring forth ?" saith the Lord. And 
shall I receive good at the hand of God, and not 
evil? Well, my soul! praise the Lord, and speak 
good of his name. I know not what good may 
come out of this furnace work ; neither do I know 
*^ what is laid up for them that love him," and that 
" love Christ's appearance in the heart." — ^The cattle 
upon a thousand hills are his ; the earth, and the ful- 
ness thereof. 

This trying situation calls to my mind the days 
which are past, when I first (as the world term it) 

turned Quaker rather^ when I began to reduce 
to practice the principles and doctrines of Jesus 
Christ, as held forth by your Society, called Quakers; 
and in which I may say I endured a fight of af9ic- 
tions." Oh, the conflicts between feeling and con- 
science, nature and grace ! How unwilling to become 

a fool for Christ's sake !" Rejected, in a measure, 
by those who were particularly dear to me ; and 
despised by my acquaintance ! How many are the 
times when I remember turning out of the public 
streets (in London) into some more private, to give 
vent to my tears — ^to my exercised soul ! Ready to 
jcry out, Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me ! nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be 
done !" — Ah, my dear Friends, when we are brought 
thus experimentally to pray, we are not far from 
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the kifig^doBC of! bearen ; or» as yoor Society hath it> 
^<tke kingdom ;of heaven is within m." 
i ' jiif.J^''! : »*' 
I But I am awarft some may day,:aii it respects this 
reeient tria), ibat'^ I (brings ii opoa myself'" at least, 
"I ;am accesfety^o- it, ;l|y-/iiot going' to law:" and 
besides, thle^ Quak^ go to law." . I shall* not 
stop here toe examhte' the propriety of your Society 
going to Ikwi 'as consistent with your peaceable and 
pfifttient sujSPering 'dMtrine of profeissien ; I hare not 
moch doubt that ifl go to law I might get some re- 
dn^s : bcrC I wave ^'common' law" in this matter, 
and desire to submit .fo a iiigher tribunal — rto my ad- 
versary's own conscience, in an appeal to the great 
Arbiter of all men's thoughts aAd actions. Dare 
any of you, having k matter ag^ipst another, go to 
law before the unjust, and not before the saints? Do 
ye not'know that the saints shall judge the world? 
And if the world shall be judged by you, are ye un- 
worthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not 
that we shall judge angels? how much more things 
that pertain to this life!" I speak to your shame. Is 
it so, that there is not a wise man among you? No, 
not one that shall be able to judge between his br»* 
tbren? But brother goeth to. law with brother, 
and that before tbe> unbelievers."] :ql Cor. vi. 1, 2, 

. . - • . ; • 

You, my dear friends, will permit me, in arguing 
this case, (if not remind you) to adopt the language 
of a very learned critic, and I presume very worthy 
member of your Society, though in a different east, 
yet on the same ground of faith and obedienct^ 
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: t tetter to :the archbishop and btobiipsr^M calK 
•d, by a certain ecclesiastic, or member. of the Chareh 
of England, on an assertion " relating to the plan 
of education adopl^ hj Joseph Lancaster, as it re- 
pqpects. tear;" your judicious iairooate thus notes: 
*^war,: as jsuch, js surely proscrtt>ed . by many pre- 
Mptk» -and hj the : whole exanqde df OhMst. . Thre4 
ymtds of his conrey its deatbvwarrant^&it^e^tifi 
teemes, (Mal^ v. 44.) and the execution of thhs waiti 
in each of qsi». only our full surrender to the gospei. 
That lis the peitfeistdon of Christian love^ #hich leaTtes 
po 'toom for feiar, and enables a man to dismiss tkat 
sei^e.of inaecurity which is "the true motive ifor 
holding out threats to another. • Aspiring to no less^ 
an end, we are. Willing to set cut at once in. our 
practice from tba.pceoept and the;example, leaving, 
the consequences ti»'foiliow ; not without looking foi 
ability, both to obey and to suffier, to the ^race of 
Ood strengthening' us, who otherwise could do 
toothing. 

The present siate of the world, undoubtedly 
^fiords an awful prospect ; yet the Christian ' con- 
firmed in the true faith,' is enabled to face it. Let 
P8> anticipate for him the wiprst .that can happen to 
hin^self. He id lpliinderedl«l)d (pressed : but his 
goods and his person were his servants; and their 
master, if he retain his integrity, may yet look on 
frt^ Tet more^ he- suffers' ignominy, pain, and 
d^th ; but he can sniler neither without the permis- 
sion of' his Almighty Protector, who has numbered 
tkud hairs of his head, who loves him beyond measure, 
and therefore consnltis his best interest in the event* 
He is banished, however. From whence? From a 
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iK^ne of suffering. And whither ? to a kingdom of 
peace and glory, where, far from being enslaved, he 
reigns rejoicing ! Such is the personal view of this 
subject,^ to the msignanimons, that is to say, the faith- 
ful followers of Christ, in every age."* 

Now, reader, bearing in mind these things, I wish 
to apply this and the following words, as it respects 
la^. A nation so constituted," or even a church, 
or community of Christians, so constituted," could 
no more go to law^ than it cojild "^Jight* (ibid): 
for I think the one is as clearly proscribed" by 
as many precepts, and by the example of Christ" 
^ the other. TAree verses of the fifth chaptei" Matt. 
l^tB — 40) not only " convey its death warrant," but 
doom to destruction^ and interdict all process of 
law : and the execution of this waits, in each of us, 
only our full surrender to the gospel," Ac. This, 
however, is as much as a man for my turn ; at least, 
as it respects my case at law, rather, not going to law : 
and if this is not sufficient, I cannot help thinking 
that the parable of a certain king, who forgave his 
servant's debt, is quite in point, and conclusive : it 
" signs its death warrant," and condemns all pro- 
ceedings at law. See, reader, I beseech thee. Matt, 
xviii. 23. to the end : and verily the same three 
words, viz. love your enemies," are as applicable to 
an individual who "filches my trash^^ rather, proper- 
tyj as it is to a nation that invade our country, and, 
perhaps, " plunder and oppress us." 

* Vide a pamphlet entitled A few Notev on a LeHer to 
the Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of England, and on 
a Charge recently delivered by the Archdeacon of Sarum, rela* 
live to Joseph Lancastefs plan/' &c. by Eccletus. 
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But, perhaps, some may say, that there is not so 
mach danger of usiAg violence or revenge in going 
to law, as there is in going to war, <&c. Admitted for 
argument sake ; but is there not less danger of in- 
security " of being " plundered and oppressed and 
still less danger of suffering " ignominy and death" 
by a few poor distressed or ill principled natives, 
than a foreign nation of banditti or soldiery destroy- 
ing all before them ? If these distressing calamities 
are not sufBcient motives for holding out threats to 
another" — defensive war, I am sure the minor cala- 
mities which may attend the latter, are not sufficient 
motives to go to law. And I cannot help thinking 
that if attention was paid to the wise man's adviot, 
" be not surety for another, more than thou art aM^ 
to pay and not quite so anxious of getting ricll**^ 
laying up treasures in this world," at the risk of 
giving more credit than they are authorized, or able 
to lose, it would go considerably far towards pre- 
venting those vexatious law-suits which are so com- 
mon, and so contrary to that spirit of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ — the doing good for evil, and loving 
our enemies. 

Once more, as it respects the forementioned trial. 
I might state another or two afflictive cases, coupled 
with my pecuniary disappointment : and though not 
immediately connected with the latter, yet consider- 
ably augmented my grief, and trial. But what added 
not a Httle to the former, I think (I believe, which 
is more) I know those who were ready to " clap their 
hands," and to rejoice at my disappointment. Tea, 
as said David, they open their mouth wide against 
me^ aba, aha, our eye hath seen It !" ^< Jud^e me, 
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Ijord, my God, according to righteoosness ; and lei 
them not rejoice over ine. Let them not say in their 
hearts, ah, so would we have it : let them not say, 
we have swallowed him up." (Psalm xxxv. 22 — 
26) " Teach me thy way, O Lord, and .lead me in a 
plain path, because of mine enemies. Deliver me 
not over unto the will of my enemies ; for false wit- 
nesses are risen up against me:" — And truly, "I 
had fainted, unless I had believed to see the good- 
ness of the Lord in the land of the living.'* (Psalm 
xxvii. 11—13.) 

One would think I was likened unto a pertain ^ 
impostor of old times, Theudas, boasting himself 
to be somebody ; to whom a number of men, about 
four hundred, joined themselves :" or, like one after 
him, Judas of Galilee, in the days of the taxing, 
who drew away much people " after him ; and was 
an object of hatred. But it may not be amiss h^re 
to remind my enemies, or opposers of this work, of 
the advice of the learned Gamaliel, as it respected 
the primitive apostles, ^' Refrain from these men, and 
let them alone : for if this counsel or this work be 
of men, it will come to nought ; but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overturn it ; lest haply ye be found even 
to fight against God." (Acts v. 3*— 40.) 

Thus exercised for mM|piUys, and apprehensive 
not only that my reput^tloAiMi an author (or rather 
compiler) was in danger, bat that the cause of truth 
which I had in view was likely to be disgraced ; de- 
sirous to act upon the principles which I have laid 
down in the preceding pages, it came into my mind 
(as by a gracious visitation of the Spirit of Truth) 
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to make this affair known to some few of the most 
wealthy and discreet of my subscribers, to solicit 
their further aid in publishing this work. Knowing 
that it is God that maketh the liberal hand," and 
that he turns and disposes the hearts of men, as it 
seemeth best to his godly wisdom," I so far succeeded 
(almost beyond my expectation) that the work went 
on in the press steadily. And I hope» reader, thou 
art happily in the possession of the result and its* 
effects. And, I must add, I do consider this a con- 
firmation of my faith, more so than a volume of ser* 
mons ; as the evidence of things hoped for ; of 
things not seen — not knowing how the Lord would 
bring this to pass for me ! 

I think I may anticipate the secret joy, at least, 
the self-complacency of my subscribers in being the 
patrons or supporters of this work ; or rather, in be- 
ing instrumental in the hands of God to bring it for- 
ward. I should gladly (if I may obtain the permis- 
sion of my subscribers) give a list of their names at 
the end of this work. But I think I see some 
*• scrupulous conscience " — I wo'n't say " Quaker 
•^like some cynic philosopher, if not with a frowning 
brow, and contempt of riches, yet with as much ri- 
gorous reprehension of vice, fearful of " putting it in 
the power of another td do him an injury," refrain 
from doing a kind> i^Mj^less liberal action ! I say» 
I think I see such a onfirif BOt with contempt of the 
author, and condemnii]^ the work, as he turns over 
the pages, yet feel himself a little chagrined when 
he finds this work was brought forth, as it were, 
principally by the liberality of the subscribers! 
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In one of my solitary walks, early one morning', 
when the sweet warblers of the grove, and the larlc'e 
early song, with the monotonous and harsh note of 
the cuekoo, though grateful to my ear, to say no- 
thing of the lowing of the oxen, the braying of the 
ass, and the cackling of the hen, though by the way; 
an agreeable "solo" to me, and more exquisitely 
charming than a Dibdin, and a Catalani, or the 
whole tribe of theatrical, vocal, and instrumental 
performers^! Yes, even their "grand ortatorios** 
have been irksome to me; whereas, I think, these 
grand scenes of nature never would be ; it seemed to 
make up one grand concerto of nature " cwf libitum^^^ 
offering their matin sacrifices of praise and thanks- 
giving, as it were, to their great Creator ! Meditating 
alone on this rural scene, my soul was peculiarly 
exercised, and tears of joy, mingled with fear, but 
not despair, ran down my cheeks ; yet I was led to 
admire the scene, and passing events, as it respecteS 
myself, with exquisite delight. Thus exercised, I 
felt it on my mind to offer this also, as a tribute of 
gratitude, not only to my^ subscribers in general; 
and particularly to those who voluntarily aided me, 
by doubling and trebling their subscriptions, but al- 
BO desired to offer it with humility as a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving to my Creator, the Giver of all good, 
for thus far granting me the desire of my soul, and if 
itot the consummation of this work and labour of 
love, I had one ray of hope, and faith, that in hif 
due time I should see it accomplished. 

But what added not a little to the delightfulness 
of this scene, and morning exercise, was, bending 
my course towards the sea-shore, my eyes were car- 



64 

tied across the beautiful and grand river Mersey, 
over which a very extensive prospect presents itself; 
the north of Cheshire in front, and the distant moun- 
tains of Flintshire and Denbighshire in North Wales 
*'the prominent wind-mill in Cheshire," ^'and the 
beautifully indented chasm in the Denbighshire 
mountains, which forms a valley that leads to Lie- 
wenny bleach works, on the eastern confines of the 
delightful vale of Clwyd my eyes lose the distant 
Welsh . mountains, and become engaged with the 
nearer Cheshire hills, especially that of Bidston, on 
which may be perceived, to the right of a wind-mill, 
the light-house and signal-poles the eye being 
extended yet farther to the right, reaches the most 
northern extremity of the Cheshire shore, (a narrow 
point, called the Rock, routid which every vessel 
passes in coming into and going out of the harbour) 
and then enters the expanse of the Irish sea." 

Beholding these delightful scenes — ^the mountains 
seem to top the skies, and the glorious arch of hea- 
ven, as though sinking below the waves of the sea — 
the western hemisphere — my mind was suddenly 
crossed with a certain passage of Ossian's Poems, 
(called the beautiful and sublime") in the celebra- 

* ** These beautiful passes, mountains, and vales,** my autlior 
informs me, « now so happy» retired and peaceful as to consti- 
tute a true arcadia, were formerly scenes of blood, during the 
contests of the natives with their dififerent invaders ; so that in 
finally losing what they esteemed so valuable, their indepen- 
dence as a distinct nation, they have obtained a share of protec- 
tion, quiet, and comfort, that can in no part of the world be 
exceeded.** Vide, «<Tbe Liverpool Guide,** &c. by W. Mosk 
p. 20—22. 
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t^d 9tory of <«the sorrow* of Werter:*' a story by 
the way» traly observed mifaToarable to the mo- 
rals of the people this German story, like many 
^ther foreign works, found its way into the English 
langQage, dlaa, too well adapted to the fashionable 
.taste of the £nsUsh.''# The original runs thns : 

Alone on the sea-beat rock, my daughter was 
heard to complain. Frequent and loud were her 
cries. What could her father do ? All night I steed 
on the shore. I saw her by the faint beams of the 
moon. All night I heard her cries. Loud was the 
wind : the rain beat hard on the hill. Before morn- 
ing appeared, her Toioe was weak. It died away 
like the evening breeze among the grass of the rocks. 
Spent with grief, she expired ; and left thee, Armin, 
alone. Gone is my strength in war ! fallen my pride 
among women P Often by the setting moon I 
see the ghosts of my children. Half viewless, they 
walk in mournful conference together. Will none 
of you speak in pity? They do not regard their fa* 

* This work \h said to be ** historical :** and the translator, 
la his preface, informs us that those who expect a novel will 
be disappointed in this work, which contains few diaracters, 
and few events." That it is a history, 1 deny not; but that it 
is ** historical 1 leave to the etymoligist to decide, if the work 
was worth notice. That it appears really a novel 1 hesitate not 
Is say^ while it exhibits a picture of that disordered state of 
aiind too common in our country ; and as the £ditor to tlie 
Beader observes, he ( Werter) " gave way to a passion which 
knew no bounds." However few the characters may be, it par* 
takes of a novel of the worst sort That this little work gave 
iplsa to many pamphlets, no wonder } and well might the trans- 
lator, the learned Doctor at Iaw, Goethe, be called *<Uif apols- 
gist for suicide." 

I 



06 



tber. I am sad, O Canner, nor small is my case of 
woe. 

Such were the words of the bards in the days 
of song ; when the king heard the music of harpsf, 
the tales of other times !" Well, if he understood-— 
^^I hear the call of years: they say, as they pass 
along, why does Ossian sing ? Soon shall he lay in 
the narrow house, and no bard shall raise his fame T 
(Poems of Ossian,. the song of Selma, p. 264, 265.) 

But my mind was as suddenly diverted to those 
truly beautiful and sublime passages of the sweet 
singer of Israel," and the divinely-inspired poets and 
prophets, Isaiah and Jeremiah. How big with mean- 
ing are the words of David : " By the waters of Ba» 
bylon we sat down and wept, when we remembered 
thee, O Zion ! We hanged our harps on the willows 
in the midst thereof. For there they that carried os 
away captive required of us a song; and they that 
wasted us required of us mirth ; saying, sing us one 
of the son^s of Zion !" (Psalm cxxxvii.) And, truly, 
what are the lamentations of Armin, in comparison 
with those of the inspired poet Jeremiah ? Take the 
following : 

How doth the city sit solitary that was full of 
people ! How is she become as a widow ! She that 
was great among the nations, and princess among 
the provinces, how is she become tributary ! She 
weeps sore in the night, and her tears are on her 
cheeks : among all her lovers she hath none to com- 
fort her : all her friends have dealt treacherously 
with her!" (Lam. i. 1,2.) 
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- '''How hath the Lord covered the daughter of 
Zion with a cloud in his anger ! and cast down from 
heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and re- 
membered not his footstool in the day of his anger ! 
What thing shall I take to witness for thee, O daugh- 
ter of Jerusalem? What shall I equal to thee, that 
I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion ? For 
thy breach is great like the sea ; who can heal thee ? 
(Lam. ii. 1—13.) 

But what consolation and encouragement is therf9 
held out to the latest posterity in the poems of 
Ossian, like unto or even worthy to be compared 
with the poet, or prophet Isaiah? How pleasing, 
kow beautiful, how full of tenderness, of grandeur, 
and sublimity! "The traveller will come," — the 
wayfaring marij though a fool, — not the warrior, 
" returning from the wars, laden with the spoils of 
his enemies, lighted up his triumph, his glory will 
sink into the grave !" — truly, the traveller will come, 
and enquire in vain, " where is the bard ? where is 
the illustrious son of Fingal ? " Alas ! nothing but 
confusion and darkness can I discern of lamentation 
in those celebrated poems of Ossian! But, I say, 
when the traveller will come — "the wayfaring man" — 
he will not enquire for a Fingal, an Ossian, or an 
Oscar, or any ancient celebrated highland poet ! or 
famous Greek, " strolling blind bard," the " natural 

child " of ! Our wise men cannot inform us, 

and " the ancient are not agreed !" No ; but he will 
enquire of the faithful, and they will tell him the 
trtte tales of the days of old times," " the call of 
years," of " the mighty works that the Lord hath 
done, and in the times before them ;" the Ancient of 
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finys ft eeme, the Son of RighterasnMS, with heal« 
liig in his wings : who dwelleth in the hearts of all 
true belierers. 

Alone hj the sea^thore my wnl was delightfnlly 
exercised with the works and the promises of the 
Lord, to the faithfol. Unto Abraham, after that Lot 
* Was separated from him,'* he saith, ** Lift up now 
thine eyes, and look from the place where Ihon art* 
northward and southward, eastward and westward : 
Ibr all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
K, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy 
eeed as the dust of the earth : so that if a man can 
munber the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed al- 
ee be nambered/' (Gen. ziii. 16, 16.) And to the 
true Israel — As the host of heaven cannot be num* 
bered, neither the sand of the sea measured ; so will 
I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the 
Levites that minister unto me.** (Jer. xxxiii. 22.) 

O the glorious state and increase of the faithful 
atld true spiritual Israel, the spiritual throne of David, 
and the ime levites, ministering servants of Jesus 
Christ! when all true believers shall be kings and 
priests unto God. ** Hie wilderness and the solitary 
places shall be glad foir them ; and the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice, even with joy and singing: 
the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the ex- 
cellency of Carmel and Sharon : they shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our Godf* 
(Isaiah xxxv. 1, 2.) Comfort ye my people saith 
the Lord ! speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
cry unto her, that her warfare is accompUshedy that 
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lier iv^qviify is pardoned: for she hath receired of 
the Lord's hand double for all her sinsT (ibid, xh 
\y 8.) Awake, awake ; put on thy strength, O Zion ; 
pnt on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the 
holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come 
into thee the nncircumcised and unclean. Shakiii 
thyself from the dust ; arise, and sit down, O Jerusa* 
salem : loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O 
captive daughter of Zionr (ibid. lii. 1, 2.) Here 
Ossian's poems must shrink into the dust ! What 
comparison will Armin's lamentations bear here? and 
what consolation had he like this? Reader, I ro» 
quest thee to turn to thy bible, and see the ^* sublimity 
and tenderness" which breathe through the whote 
of these inspired poems. 

. I -have a remark or two to make on the poems <^ 
Ossian, before I can take my leave of these subjects. 
Some have endeavoured to show that the poems are 
spurious, and of no historical authority.'^' Some, on 
the other hand, (Henry Grattan, e. g.), have said 
that they are calculated to inspire valour, wisdoiDi 
and virtue," ftc.t While others vindicate them on 
the ground that " had the poet brought down gods 
as often as Homer has done to assist his heroes, bla 
works had not consisted in eulogiums on men, but of 
hymns to superior beings. (Dissertation on the lera 
of Ossian, prefixed to this work, p. 21.) But further, 

Alas! that a minister of the high church^* should 
step forward to bring up the rear, in lavished enco* 



* Laing, in Critical and Historicd Disaertatioo, fte. 
t Vide a preliminary Discourse to the above Poems, p. dO— if. 
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miams ; and command the harp to be struck," in 
praise of the above poems ; assoriog the reader that 
Ossian moves perpetually in the high region of the 
grand and the pathetic ! One key-note is struck at 
the beginning, and supported to the end." His 
poetry, more perhaps than that of any other writer, 
Reserves to be styled the poetry of the heart.'' " It is 
Ct9 it?) a heart penetrated with noble sentiments, 
and with sublime and tender passions !!' That this 
style of writing, as well as the subjects, may please 
those who are fond of rhetorical flourishes, meta* 
j^hors, and strong figures of the passions, and those 
of the corrupted and cruel sort, I do not doubt ; but 
that a minister of the church should be found dis- 
playing all his talents in favour of such a work, — 
none surely, but a " Doctor of Divinity," a " Profes- 
sor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres," Hugh Blair! 
(See his Critical Dissertation also, to the above po« 
fms, p. 64, 65.) 

It is said also, the two grand characteristics of 
Ossian's poetry are, tenderness and sublimity. It 
]>reathes nothing of the gay and cheerful kind>" 
but to recall the affecting incidents of life ; to 
dwell upon his past wars, loves, and friendships ; till, 
as he expresses it himself, ^ there comes a voice to 
Ossian, and awakes his soul ! It is the voice of years 
that are gone !' " (ibid. p. 66.) How " tenderness 
and sublimity" can be coupled with revenge and 
war : " Their chiefs were before them. Each strove 
(o lead the war. Their swords were often half un- 
sheathed. Red rolled their eyes of rage. Separate 
they 3tood, and hummed their surly songs,—* Why 
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should they yield to each other ?"^* I gay, if thui 
is beautiful and grand, my mind is too obtuse to un« 
derstand what is tenderness and sublimity !" But 
that this learned critic (H. B.) should compare the . 
metaphors, the feint appearances '^half-formed ghosts" ' 
and imagery of Ossian with that beautiful and grand 
description of the night yision of Job or, indeed, 
with any other visions and spirits in the holy scrip- 
tures, is no promising marls: of acute judgment of the 
spirituality, ''the tenderness and sublimity'* of the 
Inspired poets and prophets. Neither is such ima- 
gery and appearance any great recommendation 
to these ancient poems ; particularly so, as the 
learned divine observes that " the want of an ac- 
knowledgment of the Supreme Being, is a consi- 
derable disadvantage to the worlc." (ibid. p. 85.) 

Referring my reader to the contrast of Ossian in 
the foregoing pages, on " the voice of years," with 
the true " Ancient of Days," the works of God, by 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, and " tenderness'' ' 
towards lost mankind ; as quoted from the inspired 
poets and prophets; I shall only make one observa- 
tion or two as it respects " Ossian not like Homer 
being superior to him, as this Professor of Rhetoric 
seems to insinuate. To elucidate a little this matter, 
I will premise first, in the Professor's own words, 
that " we may expect to find poems among the an- 
tiquities of all nations. It is probable too, that an 
extensive search would discover a certain degree of 
resemblances among all the most ancient poetical 
productions, from whatever country they have pro- 



^ Ossian^s Poems. Cath Loda, Duan 2. page 149. 
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eeeded." (p. 60.) Whether of ^he East, or of the 
.Greeks and Romans, matters not. To say nothing 
here of the warlike poems of the Goths, under which 
name are usually comprehended all the Scandinaviao 
tribes (the name given by the ancients to the inha^ 
bitants of Sweden, Norway, Lapland, and Finmark) 
^ a people altogether fierce and martial, and noted, 
.to a proverb, for their ignorance of the liberal arts^* 
as they are called, yet they too, from the earliest 
times, had their poets and their songs. Their poets 
were distinguished by the title of scalders, and their 
songs were termed vyses." (ibid. p. 51.) 

Now for the likeness or difference between the 
Caledonian Ossian and the Greek Homer.-^In his 
representation of Ossian's times, he thus criticises : 
^^The circle of ideas and transactions is no wider 
than suits such an age ; nor is any greater diversity 
introduced into characters, than the events of that 
period would naturally display. Valour, and bodily 
strength are the admired qualities. Contentions 
arise, as is usual among savage nations, from the 
slightest causes. To be affronted at a tournament, 
or to be omitted in the invitation of a feast, kindles 
a war. Women are often carried away by force ; 
and the whole tribe, as in the Homeric time, rise to 
avenge the wrong. The heroes show refinement of 
sentiment indeed on several occasions, but none of 
manners. They speak of their past actions with 
freedom, boast of their exploits, and sing their own 
praise." (ibid. p. 51.) 

Admit that of military discipline or skill, they 
appear to have been destitute their battles dis* 



brderly," and " terminated, for the most part, by a 
personal combat, or wrestling of the two chiefs." 
Death to one or both was generally the consequence. 
And allowing that these Caledonians, Celtes, Gauls, 
or Gralatians, were not so numerous as the Romans 
or Greeks, wherein do they diflfer? Surely not in 
cruelty, not in fire, not in the horrors of war! But 
they were " not so numerous." Take the following as 
a specimen, which those who think it worth while 
may compare, if they please, with any one episode, 
or warlike action, in any one book of Homer's Iliad. 

"They went each to his hill of mist. Bards 
marked the sound of the shields. Loudest rung thy 
boss. Duth-maruno, thou must lead the war ! 

" Like the murmur of waters the race of Uthorno 
came down. Starno led the battle^ and Swaran of 
the stormy isles. They looked forward from iron 
shields, like Cruth-Loda, fiery-eyed, when he looks 
from behind the darkened moon, and strews his signs 
on night. The foes met by Turthor's stream. They 
heaved like ridgy waves. Their echoing strokes 
are mixed. Shadowy death flies over the hosts. 
They were clouds of hail, with squally winds in their 
skirts. Their showers are roaring together. Below 
them swells the dark-j^oUing deep. 

" Starno brought forward his skirt of war, and 
' Swaran his own dark wing. Nor a harmless fire is 
Duth-maruno's sword ! Lochlin is rolled over her 
streams. . The wrathful kings are lost in thought ! 
They roll their fiery eyes over the flight of their 
land. The horn of Fingal was heard ; the sons of 

K 
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not, at certain times and occasions, without those 
passions of sorrow and grief. 

In the critical dissertations, by the fore-mention- 
ed " Professor of Rhetoric " (H. B.) remarks, Ossian 
appears, every where, to be prompted by his feelings. 
" The ^joy of grief* is one of his remarkable expres- 
sions, several times repeated. If any one shall think 
that it needs to be justified by a precedent, he may 
find it, twice used by Homer : in the Iliad, when 
Achilles is visited by the ghost of Patroclus ; and in 
the Odyssey, when Ulysses meets his mother in the 
shades. On both these occasions, the heroes, melted 
with tenderness, lament their not having it in their 
power to throw their arms round the ghosts, * that 
we might,' say they, * in mutual embraces, enjoy the 
delight of grief.' (p. 122, 123.) 

But I am apprehensive, indeed, I rather believe 
that this sorrow or "joy of grief," is to be attributed 
to the causes and effects of their triumph over their 
opponents in arms, and on the destruction of their 
enemies, under the dark and mistaken idea of justice 
and love ; their bards (or priests), " the tragic muse," 
in iheir epic poems ^ or " songs," strike the harp also to 
gallant actions^ and virtuous suffering ;" as they 
call it. (ibid.) If any one shall think this, my as- 
sumption needs to be justified, I have a case at 
hand. " Carthon, the hero, moved on before his 
host, like a cloud before a ridge of green fire, when 
it pours on the sky of night, and mariners foresee a 
storm. On Cona's rising heath they stood: the 
white-bosomed maids beheld them above, like a 
grove ; they foresaw the death of the youth, and 
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looked towards the sea with fear. The white wave 
deceived them for distant sails ; the tear is on their 
cheek." — "Dost thou speak to the weak in arms?" said 
Carthon, "bard of the woody Morven? Is my face 
pale for fear, son of the peaceful song ? Why then 
dost thou think to darken my soul with the tales of 
those who fell ? My arm has fought in battle, my 
renown is known afar ! Go to the feeble in arms, 
bid them yield to Fingal. Have I not seen the fall- 
en Balclutha ? And shall I feast with Comhal's sons ? 
Comhal, who threw his fire in the midst of my father's 
hall ! I was young, and knew not the cause why the 
virgins wept. The columns of smoke pleased my 
eyes, when they rose above my walls ! I often look- 
ed back with gladness when my friends fled along 
the hill. But when the years of my youth came on, 
I beheld the moss of my fallen wall. My sigh arose 
with the morning, and my tears descended with 
night. Shall I not fight, I said to my soul, against , 
the children of my foes ? And I will fight, O bard ! 
I feel the strength of my soul !" " His people ga- 
thered around the hero, and drew at once their shin- 
ing swords ; he stands in the midst, like a pillar of 
fire, the tears half starting from his eye, for he 
thought of the fallen Balclutha !" (Ossian, p. 185, 186.) 

There is a secret joy in godly sorrow, which not 
only worketh unto repentance, but which our divine 
Lord pronounced to be " blessed and which the 
world's sorrow knows nothing of, being without 
hope. Neither can they know it, unless an offended 
God convince them of it ; and the love of God be 
shed abroad in their hearts. But to weep " tears 
^ch as tender fathers shed " for peace and harmony 
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with the true sons and children of God, must be no 
other than the true tenderness and sublimity " of 
the spirit of the gospel. 

Now for my "joy of grief," — the exercise of my 
soul in this no trifling " but important matter. My 
mind has often been exercised, when in your meet- 
ings, with these words, " O my soul ! come not thou 
into their secrets ; unto this assembly, my honour, be 
not thou united." (Gen. xlix. 6.) And I h^ve as of- 
ten got for answer, God is greatly to be feared 
in the assembly of his saints." And I must say, I 
seldom or never returned empty away : — his fear was 
upon me ; and his presence was in the temple, — in 
my heart. O blessed opportunities of grace ! But, 
verily, I never expected to be desired to " withdraw 
At least, not if this were the case with us. O Friends ! 
show me " the essentials " requisite for admission 
into your secret assembly. What sacrifice? for I 
feel a desire in my soul to offer it unto God, with 
his people, his saints, as a sweet-smelling savour. 
O spare me not ! Show me plainly wherein I am 
wanting, in what deficient ; wherin too self-righteous 
and Pharisaical ; where too ambitious and proud. 
Tell me wherein I have offended: for I think you 
know (at least, you ought to know) I have found 
a place of repentance. 

If I have erred, not knowing the scriptures, show 
me wherein ; if I have resisted the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, say at what time, and in what instance. 
Be as plain with me as were the primitive ministers 
and servants of Jesus Christ. " Visit " me, whether 
the visitation be what you call "family" or "private," 
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I have no objection to either. Though a very res- 
pectable and Intelligent member (I believe) of your 
Society, has started several very serious objections 
to this part of your discipline.* 

To help and encourage you to set about this de- 
sirable work,'! plead not arrest of judgment, rather, 
I feel willing to confess that I have not taken leave 
of my reasonable faculty; neither have I thrown aside 
the testaments, the "sacred writings," the "holy 
scriptures," as your Society denominate them ; which 
is tantamount to the invisible, the " word of God ;" 
though «<wnc of you " dare not call them so !" But 
I dare : for as to the former reason, I examine it by 
the latter ; and both I have made yield to a full and 
clear manifestation of the .Spirit in my heart, or on 
my mind. And further, 

I do feel willing to acknowledge to yon, I am — * 
it was said (as you may see presently in the 
following pages), by one of the great ,ones a- 
mong you, (though it is not likely you may all 
know it), — I was " a stranger /" I wish you to in- 
form me in turn, whether I am a stranger to the 
commonwealth of Israel?^' Perhaps the thirteenth 
chapter (ver. 1, 2. 18) to the Hebrew converts, may 
afford some help in this important investigation. 

Ah, my soul ! art thou " a stranger?" Art thou 
like the primitive apostle ? Hath Christ been 

^ Vide ** a Letter to Joseph Gitrney Bevan ; containiog Ob- 
•ervations on the Ministry and Discipline of the people caUe4 
Quakers,** p. 8, 9. 
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so long with thee, and hast thou not known him ? 
Verily, I have lieard his voice I Yes; I think I might 
call some of you to witness, not only on — a day 
which at the beginning I mention — but many days, 
yes, years before : and I think some of you ought to 
have known that I obeyed the sound thereof. The 
Lord alone, however, knoweth how and wherein I 
have obeyed him. Ah, the many secret longings, 
heavy sighs, and tears, for a spiritual communion 
with your Society. Alas ! "a stranger !" How this 
hath happened in this boasted " enlightened age," — 
these days of spiritual light and truth — 

— — — — yes, now 

We are become so candid, and so fair. 

So libVal in construction^ and so rich 

In Christian charity ^ \i good-natured age i" 

I say, how this hath happened, I cannot exactly tell: 
rather, I am almost ready to join issue with those 
pious professors, the writers in " The Christian 
Observer," that 

«« they are safe sinners of either sex. 

Transgress what laws they may !*** 

" O that you were my brothers (and sisters), and 
sucked the breast of my mother ! When I should 
find you without, I would kiss you ; yea, I should 
not be despised. I would lead you, and bring you 
to my mother's house, who should instruct me ; I 

* " Obituary 5" remarks on certain great personages, known 
by the titles of •< the Duke of Bedford/* and the late Lord 
Chedworth," p. 713, 714, vol. 3. 
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INyttld muse to drink ofspUxiL wine, of the jxAm 
of my pomegranate !" (Canticle viii. 1 — 8.) O how ten- 
derly affectionate ought the love of the brethren to 
ke towards the. convinced" — the converted Grentile, 
through the love of Christ to^the church.'Ne 

But I am aware some may say, what, all this po- 
ther about being "desired to Withdraw,'' when a 
public assembly breaks up, and its "members" only 
retire to business ? And if I had been so spiritually 
exercised as I speak of (p. 14. — 16.) in spiritual com- 
munion, with a spiritual assembly of spiritual wor- 
shippers — ^yes, even " met with the Lord in his sanc- 
tuary," why did I not stop and see the issue — see if 
I then would have been " desired to withdraw?" But 
how could I think of stopping ? If I had been re- 
tired in my own mind, in pmfound silence — If I had 
enjoyed the inward'' presence of Grod, and believe 
him to be " the Author of peace and not of confu- 
sion," how could I have intruded myself, and there- 
by threw you into confusion? But how could I 
think of intruding myself as " a member," when it 
was not many months before I was told by an elder, 

* I don*t say (as one in Ireland did) thoug^h there is too 
much ground for suspicion so to bay that it is no wonder, 
therefore, that you cannot hold fellowship with me, but you 
can hold fellowship with wine-bibbers and libertines^ some of 
whom are among you, active members but this 1 do say, for 
the truth of which I appeal '* to the just witness that God has 
mercifully placed in the hearts of all/* that you are shamefully 
partial, and are very friendly, intimate, and courteous to the mo- 
ney-getting spirit — the worldly wise men, while myself, and 
others whom 1 could name, are passed by with contempt- 
unnoticed. 
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then present (on a certain occasion, hereafter men* 
tioued), I wa» " a stranger ?" 

I cannot help observing here, had the assembly 
alluded to been made up of a promiscuous multitude 
— a vast concourse of jews, turks, infidels, heretics^ 
and all denominations of professors, there might 
have been some excu^ for this necessary precaution;, 
but there was only a. handful," if I may use the 
phrase, not " Spartans," not " Martyrs," but " Con- 
fessors," a few humble professors of the crossj and 
I believe most of them zealously affected towards 
your principles, doctrines, &c. 

But I am aware also some of you may consider 
this as a phantom of my own raising, or like one 
beating the air ; for thai I had never applied for ad- 
mission or membership with your society : granted 
that I never applied for membership, the exercise of 
my soul in the forementioned case is no phantom of 
my brain. But how could I apply for membership 
when I knew at the same time, in my own con- 
science, I could not bQ admitted? How could I 
think of asking, when I was considered as a stran- 
ger ?" Besides, I well knew that these spiritual exer- 
cises and impressions are subject to the. scrutiny of 
your discipline : and if one " who departs from, or 
disavows its principles " cannot even remain as " a 
member" but is suffered "quietly to withdraw;" 
or, after proper labour and waiting for restoration, 
to disown him as an acknowledged member of the 
Society,* how could I think of applying for mem- 



* Tuke's Priuciples, &c. chap. 19^ p. 158, 
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.Jbership while there arfe two of your grand tenetd 
which I in a measure " depart from ?" 

Now, what added to the grief of this exercise of 
soul, and, perhaps, as an obstacle in the way of unity 
with your Society, I have, for nine years out of ten, 
and upwards, (the time of my convincement of the 
consistency and purity of Friends' principles) not 
only thought, but have reason to. believe (which fa 
more than thought) and have declared to all people 
(when occasion hath offered) that I admired and 
believed (and I may say, reduced to practice) the 
principles and doctrines of Quakerism ; but, at the 
game time added, / disliked their practices. I not 
only admired, but I believed I had met with the true 
visible Church of Christ — Christ in his holy temple 
and sanctuary (the heart), where he only can be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth ! Yet I say, at the 
same time declared (and joined with your adversa- 
ries), condemning you all (one poor less favoured 
man or two excepted) as bloated with pride, guilty 
of partiality and respect of persons, rejecting me 
with contempt, keeping me at an awful distance, as 
though I was an Hebrew spy, who came to see the 
land !" or an outcast of Israel ; one less holy, unclean, 
unsanctified than yourselves. Yea, and at one time 
(for more than a twelvemonth) so greatly did this 
conduct affect me, that I assigned it as a reason, 
that I could not (and did not) sit with you. And 
to sum up this (not auricular but) public confes- 
sion, for this last twelvemonth (though attended very 
regularly) so fleshly, so worldly-minded do I consi- 
der your Society (in the main) that I have declared, 
Jwnceforward know J no man tifter the fleshy but aftei^ 
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the spirit yea, rather, that you should say unto me^ 
"Come in thou blessed^ why standest thou without?"* 

* This may, perhaps, appear strange to some of you» as i 
now attend so regularly to the means of grace ; it cannot be 
rightly said 1 am without,'' The reason for this close atten- 
dance you may not be aware of. 1 will explain it a little to yoo. 
This « twelve months absenting my self (about the ninth year 
of my pilgrimage) during which time I was very actively engag- 
ed (particularly on first days) in selecting from a rude mass, or 
confused bundles (of many years* gathering) of extracts and quo- 
tations, fr«e thoughts, &c. of my life and experience ; and hav- 
ing been permitted to come to a resolution to compile a work 
for publication, I found it in my heart (though heavy on my 
mind) to consult the Lord !— to implore his blessing — the di- 
vine assistance and guidance of the Holy Spirit, that I might 
execute it right. But where could 1 (according to my measure 
of faith, and — ) go to do this agreeable to the directions and 
promise of the Great Spirit ? namely, " where two or three are 
met together in my name, there am I in the midst (in the 
hearts) of them t " No where could i go but to your assem- 
bly — . Oh, 1 think, I never shall forget the return ! Like the 
return of the prodigal son ? " Yea, more ! *« The Father," 
my God and your God I not only saw me afar off, and 
had compassion on me, and ran and fell on my neck and kissed 
me I and brought forth the best robe "—(the wedding garment, 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ ;) but, it was like 

<* Truth and Justice met together j 

** Righteousness and peace kissed each other ! " 

It was like companions— (perhaps you may know something of 
it among yourselves, after the natural affections)— but it was like 
as the inspired psalmist most beautifully expresseth it of the 
/ faithful y unto those who patiently wait on him — to hear what 
God the Lord will speak" — I chose the following lines. 

To all that fear his holy name 
His sure salvation's near ^ 
' And in its former happy state. 
Our nation shall appear: 
For merpy now with truth is joio*d| 
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However, I desire to give your Society their du% 
meed of praise ; yes, in Christian love, 1 am bound so 
to do. I do not say that I never received any mark** 
ed attention or favour from them ; I have, but it waa 
not without much solicitation, or rather, prompt de« 
mand. I did receive some small pecuniary assistance ; 
but then it was an extreme case — suffering for 000** 
science sake, purely religions: for having refused 
the vain customs, honour and riches of this world, I 
could not any longer be servant thereunto ; though 
the daily support of myself and family might be de- 
pending on it. I must observe here, that this assist- 
ance was not rendered in that liberal and Christian 
manner, in which it should have been. If in the for- 
mer service I might have been made what they call 
a gentleman^" (though of small degree) they ought 
to have made me a man of moderate degree. And 
although I desire to acknowledge the all^rullng hand 

And rigbteousDess with peace. 
Like kind companion, absent long. 
With friendly arms embrace. 

Truth from the earth shall spring, whilst heav*n 

Shall streams of justice pour; 
And God, from whom all goodness flows, 

Shall endless plenty show'r. 
Before him righteousness shall march. 

And his just paths prepare ; 
Whilst we his holy steps pursue. 

With constant zeal and care.'* 

Psalm XXXV. N. V. 

Oh, the overflowing joy and satisfaction of soul ; when thus 
met together. And O, the joy of my heart, though mingled 
with tears, while 1 now pen this : The joys which the eagle- 
eyed — the wise and learned disputers of 'this world, and the 
convivial souls, can have no knowledge of! 
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imd g^oodness of God, in this, as well as his kind pro* 
teetion and deliverance, in all my straits and diffi-> 
culties ; for he hath been mighty to save ; yet I must 
say, as it respects your Society, I do not experience 
any of those admirable virtues of kindness, courtesy, 
affability and brotherly love, by which you are so 
cl^racterised ; neither that plain and generous hos* 
pitality, as becoming the primitive professors of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Again ; when I Wanted a more liberal assistance, 
which in all human appearance would have been, 
not only the means, perhaps, of making me a more 
nsefnl member of society, but would have given full 
satisfaction to my creditors ; I applied to one of your 
esteemed and wealthy members (as alluded to, at p. 
79 — 81), and after making my business known to 
him, in a sort of insolent disdain, he attended to my 
tale of woe, and turning himself from me, round and 
again, addressed me (in accents, by the way, not 
very greeting to the tender-hearted and distressed), 
" how could I think such a thing ?" as I was " a stran- 
ger'* to him! I should not wonder if this friend 
found himself a little discomposed, if he recollected 
that I had sat^ not undeTy but with him, at the same 
Hable, for seven years past ! 

But, if this friend, this " worthy and respectable 
friend (in the eyes of the world) had but gave (there 
was no need to lend) me one ikalf the amount which 
he (and others of your Society) gave to those " can- 
ker worms and caterpillars^' those locusts of the 
poor map's labotir, those usurpers of the temple of 
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God — *^ihe ARTS and sciences!" I see no reason 
why I should not bring as much glory to God, as 
any image-painter, sculptor, mathematician, or nfe* 
taphysiclan, or the whole tribe of the arts and the 
" sciences, falsely so. called" 

Reader, don't be startled! I say these canker 
worms and caterpillars of the earth, these glow- 
worms and imaginary beings ; these foxes of the 
arts and the sciences what hath a plain and simple 
Christian to do with these ? How inconsistent must 
the conduct of such a one be, who believes and 
teaches that little more than the common implements 
of husbandry, gardening, and the loom, is necessary, 
and at the same time contributes, s^y £ 100," to 
" the arts and the sciences !" What hath such a one 
to do with these " worthless Concerns of life ?" — the 
fine touches of the pencil, the chissel of the sculptor, 
fine ornaments, and fine furniture ? In a word, what 
hath such a 6ne to do with the pride of life, and 
the lust of the eye ?" Doth not he believe that the 
" swords shall be beaten into plow-shares, and the 
spears into pruning hooks ?" And are not many of 
these things swords and spears (as well as the carnal 
sword, or weapon of war), inflicting many deep 
wounds, with sorrow and trouble, even unto death ? 
Truly said the wise preacher, " Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity." (Eccl. i. 2.) Well did a certain poet, 
religiously burlesque the vanities of the world, in 
the following lines : 

'*Who wish to know the world, wish but to know 

The enemy of God, religion*s bane. 
The devil*s engine, and the sonrs great foe. 

Who hath in ev*ry age his thonsands slain 
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I am aware of the hue and cry set up, of the mffl 
ef trade, and of the distress of thousands, particularly 
of the useful mechanic and labourer, and their wives 
iind families, 6cc, when the pride, and greatness, and 
splendour of the world is in danger of being brought 
down ; whether by revolutionary principles, or by the 
more moderate principles of the gospel! As this 
seems to be the great hinge of the advocates and 
Udmirers of the fine arts," and the prop of the 
state, on which all turn, and stand, I Will dispatch 
this part of my subject immediately. 

You, my dear Friends, will have no objection to 
this, I think, when I assure you, I desire no other or 
better hand than your worthy predecessor, William 
Penn ; and who, I think, must be allowed, on all 
sides, to be a fit and proper jttd.ge in this matter. I 
will give it entire, his ^< Reflections and Maxims/' 
(the « Fruits of Solitude." Part 2nd, p. 182—124.) 
He is speaking of "the interest of the public in our 
estates," &c. as follows : 

" Hardly any thing is given us for ourselves, but 
the public may claim a share with us. But of all we 
call ours, we are most accountable to God, and the 
public, for our estates : in this we are but stewards ; 
and to hoard up all to ourselves, is great injustice, 
as well as ingratitude. 

" If all men were so far tenants to the public, that 
the superfluities of gain and expense were applied to 
the exigencies thereof, it would put an end to taxes, 
leave not a beggar, and make the greatest bank for 
national trade in Europe. 



89 



" It is a judgment upon us, as well as weakness, 
though we will not see it, to begin at the wrong end. 

" If the taxes we give were not to maintain pride, 
I am^ure there would be less, if pride were made a; 
tax to the government. 

" I confess I have wondered that so many lawful 
and useful things are excised by laws, and pride left 
to reign free over them and the public. 

" But, since people are more afraid of the laws of 
man than of God, because their punishment seems to 
be nearest, I know not how magistrates can be ex- 
cused in their suffering such excess with impunity. 

^'Our noble English patriarchs, as well as patriots, 
were so sensible of this evil, that they made several 
excellent laws, commonly called sumptuary, to for- 
bid, at least limit, the pride of the people; and, be- 
cause the execution of them would be our interest 
and honour, their neglect must be our just reproach 
and loss. 

It is but reasonable that the punishment of pride 
and excess should help to support the government ; 
since it must otherwise inevitably be ruined by them. 

But some Say it ruins trade, and will make the 
poor burdensome to the public but if such trade, 
in consequence, ruins the kingdom, is it not time to 
ruin that trade ? Is moderation no part of our duty ; 
and is temperance an enemy to the government ? 
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*^ He is a J adad, that will get money by any things. 

To wink at a trade that effeminates the people, 
and invades the ancient discipline of the kingdom, 
is a crime capital, and to be severely punished, in- 
stead of being excused by the magistrate. 

Is there no better employment for the poor than 
luxury ? Miserable nation ! 

" What did they, before they fell into these forbid- 
den methods? Is there not land enough in England 
to cultivate, and more and better manufactures to 
be made ? 

" Have we no room for them in our plantations, 
about things that may augment trade without luxury? 

In short, let pride pay, and excess be well excis- 
ed : and if that will not cure the people, it will help 
to keep the kingdom." . 

In the " Memoirs of the Prince of Wales," (vol. 
3, p. 125 — 128,) I meet with a few sentiments of that 
celebrated statesman, Sheridan, though introduced, 
I believe, with a different motive; yet I cannot help 
thinking, that if they were reduced to practice, they 
would go very far to do away many of the unneces- 
sary branches of the arts and sciences. I shall pass 
over " the fable of the two owls perched on a ruin ;" 
though, by the way, I might retort on his ; but 
shall proceed to the passage in point, viz. 

Some persons had said, that the trappings of^ 
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monarchy were of no importance, that virtue was 
every thing, and they deprecated the assumption of 
rank and state accordingly. He had no objection 
to this doctrine, if the system so early established, 
so invariably maintained, and handed down to us by 
our ancestors, was proved to be foolish. — But let the 
rule be general, let not the splendour of one be cur- 
tailed, while that of another is extended. If, as a 
great man in this country (the late Earl of Chatham) 
had said, * Every feather of the royal bird aids his 
flight,' though he should not go to the length that 
noble Lord did, in saying, ^ that when they drooped, 
or were shed, the bird would fall to the ground 
yet all should be cautiously preserved. 

" In order to bring this system home to gentle- 
men's minds (said he), let it be applied to the house. 
— Let it be supposed that the Speaker possessed suf- 
ficient dignity, and commanded sufficient respect, by 
those virtues which it was acknowledged he possess- 
ed ; let the chair be removed, let the other badges 
be stripped oflF ; let that bauble (the mace) be taken 
away ; let the fine house which was building for him, 
in which he hoped he would soon entertain the mem- 
bers with his accustomed hospitality and splendour, 
be demolished; let the state coach be laid down, 
and instead of proceeding in it to St. James's, attend- 
ed by a grand procession of members in their private 
coaches, let him go on foot with the addresses, cover- 
ed with a warm surtout, and honoured with the pri- 
vilege of an umbrella, in case of rain.— Let the - 
Judges be conducted by no Sheriffs, or Sheriffs' at- 
tendants, to the assize towns ; let the Chief Justice 
go down in the mail coach, and the puisne Judge:| 
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content themselves with travelling as outside passen- 
gers. — Let the Lord Mayor, instead of coming to 
to Westminster Hall in the state barge, accompanied 
by the several companies in their state barges, let 
him come in a plain wherry, without any attendants ; 
and instead of going back to feast at Guildhall, with 
the great officers of state, and foreign ambassadors, 
let him content himself with stopping on his way 
back, and taking a beef steak at Dolly's chop-house." 

It may not be easy at first, to make all necessary 
and proper " abridgments," as respects the state and 
the public ; ^ei truly, the above hath the appearance 
of humility, if. not the advantage of virtue. It hath 
less parade and pomp ; which is a great saving both 
of money and time to the public. But it may be to 
the extreme on the other hand. Such are these 
great men's notions of virtue ! Yet, it should seem, 
with these scientific reasoners — 

" Virtue ** and vice have " boundaries/* in these- times 
Not to be pass'd y provided that ** the rule be general 1" 

I will conclude the above with the memorialist's 
own words, namely, " We have nothing to add to 
these arguments. The reasoning is so cogent, the 
humour is so irresistible, that he must be impenetra- 
bly dull who does not yield to their force I" 

As it is impossible to give an argumentative refu- 
tation of the various branches of " the arts and the 
Sciences," in a work of this kind ; to say nothing of 
the sciences of astronomy, philosophy, and the ma- 
thematics ; though, by the way, I should feel happy 
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in doing it (after my manner) at a future time, if so 
be need require it ; I must therefore content myself 
*with giving a few gei|||^l hints, as it more immedi- 
ately concerns the plain and primitive professing 
christian. 

But perhaps some may say, " my property is my 
own ; and I have a right to do as I will with my own.^^ 
God forbid, that my eye should be evil because ano- 
ther's is good. Let me, however, examine this deli- 
cate subject a little, and see how it agrees with the 
religion of a plain Christian man, who believes that 
God is the Creator, Giver, and Owner of all things. 

It is well observed by one (whom I esteem for 
his good intentions) that in discussing this branch 
of that duty which requires us to render unto God the 
things that are God^Sy I shall have to combat with 
many prejudices arising from avarice, selfishness, and 
pride. For, how general is the persuasion (of the 
above adage) at this day, that our property is abso- 
lutely our own, frequently of our own acquiring ^ and 
always at our own disposal! But what slaith the 
wisdom of God on this interesting subject ? Let us 
hear his own words : " The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts." (Haggai ii. 8.) 
And again, the Lord maketh poor, and maketh 
rich." (1 Sam. ii. 7.) We learn then, from this di- 
vine testimony, not only that all the property which 
we possess is a gift from above, but also that the 
Divine Giver is and ever must be the only real Pro- 
prietory while our proper character is that of stew- 
ards, to manage, to dispense, and to coptribute what 
is committed to our care. 
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Let us learn then, from this consideration, to 
regard it, that is to say, to regard it both as his mer- 
ciful gift, and as his rightfiUjpossession. Hath the 
Almighty blessed us with this world's wealth, either 
by inheritance or by acquirement? whilst we dis- 
cern his blessing in it, let us reflect further, that it 
gtill continues to be his, and must ever continue to 
be so, and that it is ours only for the accomplish* 
ment of his purposes, by making a wise and profita- 
ble use of it. We cannot, therefore, commit a bolder 
sin, we cannot be misled by a more delusive and 
dangerous folly, than when we call our property our 
owfiy and thus separate it from God, since where our 
treasure is, there will our hearts be also, (Matt. vi. 21 .) 
As on the contrary, if we are wise to refer to God 
our treasures ; if we call it his, and accustom our- 
selves to apply it according to his divine inten- 
tions; in this case, every mite that we possess, 
and so use, becomes the blessed means of bringing 
us nearer to God, because we not only see the good- 
ness of God in it, but accomplish the will of God 
by it." 

What must we think of that person whose lan- 
guage and desire is (as he professes) " turn the 
world, and all its vain arts and sciences, entirely out 
of my heart, and place that guardian angel, the bles- 
ied fear and love of God, in its stead, and at the 
tame time, like the foolish world, that gives its mo- 
tley for that which is not bread : — can such truly say, 
" there is nothing, Lord God Almighty, in heaven, 
in earth, that I desire beside thee 

It is in vain for that person ^o pretend to love 
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God, who loves to give so mnch money more for 
things that perish, than to his brother (who is a man, 
and bears the image of God), and see him suffer all 
extremities, rather than give liberally to relieve him ! 

" He that giveth to the poor, lendeth nnto the 
Lord" — and that too, on solemn promise of repay- 
ment — " that which he hath given will he pay him 
again." It is amongst men, thought a great dispa- 
ragement, if we refuse to trust them : it shews we 
either think them not suflRcient, or not honest. How 
great an affront is it then to God, thus to distrust 
him! 

Innumerable accidents there are, which may, in 
an instant, bring a rich man to beggary ; and there- 
fore, what course so prudent can we take for the 
preservation of our wealth, as to put it out of the 
reach of those accidents, by lending it to God, where 
we may be sure to find it ready at our greatest need, 
and that too with improvement and increase ? 

An instance of noble generosity (though of an- 
cient date) just occurs to my mind, which I cannot 
refrain from transcribing: not in the works of a 
" Quaker," so called, though I should like them far 
better if they were, but in the works of the foremen- 
tioned eloquent James Hervey ; which, while it was 
intended to illustrate the new covenant — ^the full and 
complete redemption of man by the free offering of 
the Saviour ; it also piay serve to show the full, free, 
and liberal services which we should render to our 
f«llow-creatures. As follows : 
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* — " Theron, if this be the nature of the new co* 
venanty I must confess I have hitherto been ignorant 
of the gospel. 

'^Aspasio, and from hence arises your present 
distress. From hence your averseness to receive com- 
fort. — You are a philosopher, Theron, and have been 
accustomed to examine nicely the proportion of ob- 
jects, rather than to weigh them in the balance of the 
sanctuary. Here you find all proportion swallow- 
ed up and lost. This overthrows all your conclu- 
sions, drawn from the fitness of things. Here man 
is nothing, less than nothing, while grace is all in 
all. — And should we not, however unworthy in our- 
selves, magnify the grace of our God ? 

Ther. Most certainly. 

Asp. How can this be done, but by expecting 
great and superlatively precious blessings from his 
hand ? Alexander, you know, had a famous but in- 
digent philosopher, in his court. Our adapt in sci- 
ence, was once particularly sti^ightened in his cir- 
cumstances. To whom should* he apply, but to his 
patron, the conqueror of the world? His request 
was no sooner made, than granted. Alexander gives 
him a commission to receive of his treasurer whate- 
ver he wanted. He immediately demanded, in his 
sovereign's name, a hundred talents.t The treasur- 
er, surprised at such a demand, refuses to comply, 
but waits upon the king, and represents the affair : 

♦ TheroD and Aspasio. Dia. 15. p. 261, 263. vol. iii. 
t About tea thousand pounds. 
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Adding withal, how anreasonable he thought the pe* 
titioD, and how exorbitant the gam. Alexander 
hears him with patience, but as soon a« he had end- 
ed his remonstrance, replies, let ^* the money be in- 
stantly paid. I am delighted with this philosopher's 
way of thinking. He has done me a singular honour ; 
and showed by the largeness of his request, what a 
high idea he has conceived of my superior wealth, 
and my royal munificence." 

Thus, my dear Theron, let us honour what the 
inspired penman styles the' marvelous loving kind- 
ness of Jehovah. From the King, whose name is the 
Lord of hosts, let us expect — not barely what corres- 
ponds with our low models of generosity — much less 
what we suppose proportioned to our fancied deserts 
— but what is suitable to the unknown munificence 
of his name, and the unbounded benevolence of his 
heart. When we shall cheerfully and assuredly 
trust, that Christ Jesus will be made of God to us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption : that he who hath given himself for us,"^ 
will give us of his Spirit,t and will give unto us eter- 
nal life/'t 

To whom then, should an indigent Christian ap- 
ply, but to his Patron and Conqueror of the world 
also? — those whom the Lord and King of all the 
earth has commanded to open their hands wide unto 
the poor" — Ought the liberality of Grecian antiquity 
or an earthly king, to exceed the liberality of a 
Christian — or those who are kings and priests unto 



• Eph.T. «. t John, iv, 15. J John, x. 28. 
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God? Blush, ye modern professots of primitiv^^ 
Christianity ! Verily, it will be more tolerable for 
many of the heathens at the day of judgment, than 
for you. 

Ah, my dear Friends! such instances as the fore- 
mentioned inconsistency of " contribution," %nd con- 
duct of plain and humble professing Christians ; to- 
gether with a departure from other principles of re- 
ligion, manner of life and conversation, hath caused 
me, not only in private but also in your public assem- 
blies to weep bitterly! yea, if it were possible to 
shed tears of blood ! 

Oh ! how is the fine gold become dim ? yea, as 
with Israel of old, so now, " are become dross : all 
they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the 
furnace ; they are even the dross of silver." — " There 
is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof ; 
like a roaring lion ravening the prey ; they have de- 
voured souls ; they have taken the treasure and pre- 
cious things ; they have made her many widows in 
the midst thereof. Her priests have violated my 
law, and have profaned my holy things ; they have 
put no difference between the holy and profane ; 
neither have they shown difference between the 
clean aod the unclean, and have hid their eyes from 
my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. Her 
princes in the midst thereof, are like wolves ravening 
the prey, to shed blood, (the effects of war) and to 
destroy souls, to get dishonest gain. And her pro- 
phets have daubed them with untempered mortar, 
seeing vanities, and divining lies unto them, saying, 
thus saith the Lord God, when the Lord bath not 
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spoken. The people of the land have used oppres** 
won, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor 
and needy ; yea, they have oppressed the stranger, 
wrongfully." (Ezek. xxii. 18. 25. 30.)* 

Verily, the sanctuary must be cleansed, though 
the righteous One— the witnesses are ^lain in the pu- 
rification of it ! Let us beware then, lest the Lord 
gather us in the midst of Jerusalem, " as they gather 
silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into 
the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to 
melt it ; so will I gather you in my anger and in my 
fury ; and I will leave you there, and melt you.'* 
(ibid. 20.) 

But farther, as touching " the arts and scienoes/* 
by which, I believe, are generally understood, natu- 
ral philosophy, moral philosophy, mechanism, includ- 
ing every art of war, fortification, mathematically 
demonstrated, architecture, &c. I observe, all specu- 
lative truths, or logic, as well as the arts, are of no 
use, unless reducible to practice ; and, being reduced 
to practice, if they exceed the bounds of usefulness^ 
and moderation, it is a great folly and sin too ; and 
this is notoriously well known. But to say nothing 
here of those very useful i^clences, optics, hydrosta- 
tics, navigation, &c. as [ cannot think of disgracing 
them with those generally called science. 

♦ If " Quakerism Unveiled " does not show the hypocrisy 
and priestcraft-like condtict of certain of the oppressors of tha 
"poor and needy," and " the stranger " in the land, I think 
there are sufficient evidences before the public of the propriety 
of this statement. 
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or Osar's dues, is not the worship of God !" but,,^ 
tribute legally established. 

Now, instead of this piqus and judicious author 
(in other important points of theology) giving a di- 
rect and unequivocal answer to this agitated ques- 
tion, (by which it might for ever have been put to 
rest, as it respects your society,) he answers by ar- 
lining on contraries, or opposites, — on popish mist^^ 
Yfin notions and pr^ctice^, of saying mass, prayiqg tq 
paints, and on abrogated Jewish rite^ superstitious 
ceremonies! &c. (See p. 380.) Perhaps soine, ^'wea^r 
minded, weak in the faith," might feel iuQlined to 
intrude ; but such would soon be silenced by the 
^* enlightened minister," if net convinced of such 
errors, by the wisdom of your discipline. It is some? 
what remarkable, I do not find apy of the Quaker 
writers (to use the phrase of your advocate, dark- 
en) consider tithef in a lega) point of view : bow? 
^ver, as enough I think is said, to proye that tithes 
lire legally estabUshedii I will mako an extract or 
twK> (not from any avowed friei^ to your priqciples, 
^Qt) from some learned and ji|d|oioi|« works which 
f^re well known to the religions world i ai)d which 
#f«l ei^pressedt in my opinion, so much to th^ pur- 
pose, npon this importapt subjects thc^t I think no 
apology Qoee^ry. 

In the first "apology" of St. Justin, "for the 
Christians, to Antoninus Piusf Augiistus Caesar," he 
aayf, "As to tribute and custoip, po men living take 
fueh pain^ to pay their collectors so faithfpl as we 
4e, who pay them in obediene^ to oqr Lord's com- 
: for when fiom^ oame to him with th^ ques- 
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fiioH^ ' U it iitwful h> give tribute mtio Cbsar, or fiotf 
t*ieU taie («ay6 he) whose ioMge this «i6ney bears; 
they say uht6 him, Cffisar'a i saith he tititd tbem^ 
feiitltsr, therefore, unto Qesar the things which are 
Cesar's, tod tihto God the things that are (Sod'a^ 
(Matt. ixii. 17.) Accord«igly, therefore, we ren- 
der nfito God only the tribute of divine worship, and 
to ji)tL a cheerfal obedieii<*e fn ail thhigs else, ac- 
knowledg!t>g you to be e«ipefx)rs and rulers u{>om 
earth/' ^e. (Vide the apologies of Justin Martyr, 
Tertullian, *c. &e. by W. Reeves, vol. i. p. 44.) 

Again, ih these latter days, after a long night of 
apOstacy, in a Work HButilled, " The present Titif h 
Displayed," (or seeej^n testimony of the presbytery 
synod of Scotland, Ae^^)* the following " act cob»- 
ceming church-payment. In England and Iceland/' 
Was passed, (p. 125, 126, vol. 2.) 

The synod resumed further consideration of the 
affair relating to various payments, required by the 
efller of civil society in England and Ireland ; par- 
tioularly from some people there, who are under 
the inispection of this synod : which payments art 
applied for supporting the episcopal churches there, 
in their p^resent state of corruption and superstition. 
After some tftifie spent in reasoning <ftud delibeiktfe* 
upon this subject, with prayer for light and dlr^ctioii 

* If I »faoit1d not be entirely correct as to tlie title of thb 
work, I can only say this extract was made some years ag^ for 
my own use, (not immediately in view to publication) but is now 
introduced wilh a desire to draw the attention of yotr isociety 
to this subject^ the legality of paying tithes. Thoagh, by the 
way, 1 knew ndtiiiiif ef the tenets of Quakerism at the time. . 
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In the case, the synod agreed in declaring, — That 
though the afore-mentioned payments are applied 
for the support of manifold corruptions and super- 
stitions in those episcopal churches^ which we are 
essaying to testify against, — and which all ranks of 
persons in these lands ought to be humbled for be- 
fore the Lord, as being deep causes of his wrath 
against and controversy with them : yet the synod do 
not find a relevant ground for scruple of conscience 
about submitting to civil authority in the aforesaid 
payments ; as if this could imply any homologation 
of the foresaid corruptions and superstitions, or of 
what application is made of those payments unto the 
support thereof ; — while the payers are openly en- 
f^aged in a public testimony against the saine^ and 
ore not suppressed in the maintenance of that testi' 
mony^ but are protected in the exercise of their civil 
and religious liberties; and the said payments are 
made only in compliance with the convinon order of 
society''^ 

• " As hath been observed elsewhere,— persons may recAbn 
themselves safe in point of conscience, to comply with all simple 
jpAyments (that is, payments without any concoitfiitant declara- 
tion of consent to the uses made thereof) according to the civil 
order of society, whether statute or common law ; in any country 
where they are enjoying the benefit of government, (no way 
like the case of our late sufferers, who were thrown out from the 
protection of,— ^nd yet were required to pay a cess, for the ex- 
press purpose of hiring soldiers to kill them :) Without reckon- 
themselves any way answerable for the governments application 
thereof \ while they are otherwise studying honesty, with re- 
spect to public corruptions. 

What of a person*s substance is required by common or 
tftfttote law, or by the common order of civil society,— cannot 
be reckoned his own 3 more than the rent Which is in a te« 
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Now that tithes, *^ the maint^Datice of the clerg;y 
of the church of England," are established and en- 
forced by the authority of the king — the laws of the 
land, the writings of your worthy and highly esteem- 
ed predecessor, Robert Barclay, sufficiently evince. 
Or why start an " objection," which neither existed 
nor had truth in it ? How, that " christians are be- 
come so hard hearted, and generally so little heed 
spiritual things, that if ministers had not a settled 
maintenance, secured them by law, they and their 
families might starve for want of bread."* Such a 
vague supposition or assumption, you, iny friends, I 
think, will hot allow for a moment this apostolic 
writer to be culpable of. 

On the revenues of the clergy, he observes that 
there is a great excess and abuse hereof among 
' Christians ; the vast revenues which the bishops and 

nanf s hand can be reckoned his own : and consequently the 
payment of it can no more infer an approbation of the uses to 
which it ia applied by those to whom it is paid,— than a te- 
nants payment of his rent can ii^fer an Approbation of the de- 
bauched uses which perhaps his master makes of it. 

** Hard exactions were made on the Israelites in Egypt ; and 
whgt of their effects or workn^anship they were obliged to give 
up, was, no doubt, partly applied to the worst of uses: but 
this was considered as their affliction \ and their submission to 
such exactions was never charged on them as their sin. The 
Israelites likewise paid heavy taxes, under the Babylonish cap- 
tivity ) which no doubt were partly applied to the worst uses 
of heathen idolatry: and they complained of this as a heavy 
trial, [Neh. ix. 96, 37] j but they pever confessed it as their 
transgression.'* 



* Vide Apology, prop. 10. p. 334, on the ministry. 
R 
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* — " Theron, if this be the nature of the new co- 
venant, I must confess I have hitherto been ignorant 
of the gospel. 

^'Aspasio, and from hence arises your present 
distress. From hence your averseness to receive com- 
fort. — You are a philosopher, Theron, and have been 
accustomed to examine nicely the proportion of ob- 
jects, rather than to weigh them in the balance of the 
sanctuary. Here you find all proportion swallow- 
ed up and lost. This overthrows all your conclu- 
sions, drawn from the fitness of things. Here man 
is nothing, less than nothing, while grace is all in 
all. — And should we not, however unworthy in our- 
selves, magnify the grace of our God ? 

Ther. Most certainly. 

Asp. How can this be done, but by expecting 
great and superlatively precious blessings from his 
hand ? Alexander, you know, had a famous but in- 
digent philosopher, in his court. Our adapt in sci- 
ence, was once particularly straightened in his cir- 
cumstances. To whom should 'he apply, but to his 
patron, the conqueror of the world ? His request 
was no sooner made, than granted. Alexander gives 
him a commission to receive of his treasurer whate- 
ver he wanted. He immediately demanded, in his 
sovereign's name, a hundred talents.t The treasur- 
er, surprised at such a demand, refuses to comply, 
but waits upon the king, and represents the affair : 

• Theron and Aspasio. Dia. 15. p. 26l, 263. vol. iii. 
t About teq thousand pounds. 



forms and liturgies, so I say of your " grand tenets" 
doctrines and principles, " I would not have them 
altered for ten thousand worlds ! " And I must add 
here, I cannot help thinking that while you bear 
your testimony against hireling priests, and steadily 
adhere to your apostolic order of your ministry,* 
you cannot better render unto God the things that 
are God's and, by paying tithes, or priests' de- 
mands, you will only obey your divine Lord and 
Master's command, in rendering unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's." 

But further, by what I can learn from most of 
the writing#of your society, the principal ground 
of objection to paying tithes — " steeple-house rates, 
and priests' maintenance," are, the "voluntarily, 
either by open or collusive means, contribute to the 
maintenance of such as preach for hire ;" by which 
you think yourselves "guilty of inconsistency in 
practice," by supporting as ministers of Christ, those 
whom you do not believe to be " sent by him," and 
"upholding them in a conduct contrary to his com- 
mand." (vide Extract of the minutes and advices ;" 
on tithes, p. 187.) 

If " inconsistency of practice " is a just ground 
of objection to tithes, upon the same ground I might 
object to the conduct of one half of the members of 
your society ; as the preceeding pages already, I 

♦ The reader -who may not be acquainted with friendu* writ^ 
ings, and wish to see this subject clearly and scripturally illus* 
trated and proved, may, I think, be fully satisfied by consultiogf 
the above Apology of Robert Barclay ; or the book of Extracts; 
*• Minutes and Advices" on the ministry, &c. p. 95. 
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althoiig^h the clergy in Christendom were then main-^ 
tained by the liberality of the people. Now what 
does all this prove ? but that tithes are legally estab- 
lished, — Csesar's customs, tribute; or dues: this id 
the point at issue. 

But I must admit, the question respecting the 
non-payment of tithes, as it stands between you, my 
friends, and the public, has been so fully discussed, 
and the "errors of a tithe establishment in a pro- 
found Christian church, the blindness and supersti- 
tion of the first promoters of it ; and the fulminating 
craft and hypocrisy of regal and priestly power, by 
which a general division of the value and produce 
of lands became effected; by which a tenth, or a 
nominal tenth, was set apart, in a way most unwise, 
unworthy, and perplexing,"* (to say nothing here 
about the compounding system of commutation of 
tithes, as a rent charge, or other projects again on 
foot) that it is unnecessary for such an "inferior 
pen " as mine to enter upon this part of your scru- 
ple of conscience. Tour worthy friend, Anthony 

• Vide " the Recorder, being a collection of tracts and dis- 
quisitions, &c. chiefly relating to the people called Quakers,** 
p. 81. vol. 1 • This worthy author (once a member of your socie- 
ty) hath endeavoured to show the supremacy and authority ** 
of the tax of tenths, or tithes, in the Saxon race, from Alfred to 
king Athelstan, anno 931, and which he has in a very-clear, 
concise, and convincing manner, at least much to my satisfac- 
tion, pointed to the source from which the laws of England, 
respecting future divisions of property, received their existence 
«nd their different operations.** Ibid. 74—78. and p. 100—110. 
This work challenges the wisdom of your society, and I think, 
bids defiance to a refutation, on this important point in theology. 
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Pear3on, iL l am .Informed right, pAih not bad hif 
riyal^ if bis equi^l. 

I will admit, for armament's sake, (though it is the 
general opinion of the people of England,) that jlithes 
fire the most offensive and obnoxious of all taxe9, 
*^ they arre the cause of thousands leaving the es- 
tablished church altogether.; and to them maybe 
ascribed the suct^ess of all the sectaries. They are 
the never^ndlog source of ill-will, quarrels, and li- 
tigations." (Carlisle Chron. for 9th month, 3d, 1801.) 
And it is well known that the celebrated champion 
of civil liber:ty, the late William Pitt, had it in 
contemplation to adopt some method of relieving 
the lower order from the oppression of the tithes, 
wbich, as he expresed it, ogperated as a great prac- 
tical evil !" 

I will admit, my friends, further, that your soci- 
ety suffered severely for their testimony; it is noto- 
rious that many paid heavy fined ; others suffered 
long imprisonments, as was proved by the petitipus 
and the debates in the house of parliament, on the 
tithe bill, 1736 ; and which your writings abundant- 
ly set forth. But I hope they did not pay too dear.; 
for to suffer for well-doing is honourable^ and praise- 
worthy ; but to "offer theiSacrifipe of fools," even 
though through ignorance, connot be very honour- 
able to the cause of truth. The poor Lollards, "ma- 
ny of th€|m were burnt for not paying tjbe tax called 
Peter^s pence ; yet that tax was then due by the lawa 
of the land, as much as the tithes are now. How- 
ever, these good people thpuj^hf that they could not 
fa conscienee pay it, and suffered beiojp bprnt jt# 
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06iith» rather than get over the sci^pte of cotiscfeiic^.'^ 
And truly, all doe respect shonld' be paid 'to sciii- 
pleii of conscience. 

'Bat 1 do not wonder so much at yonr early 
friends snffering so much for conscience* sake in this 
matter, if that the courts in which tliey might have 
lad redress were " courls in which (he conscience 
of a Qualceir would not so much as permit him to 
appear," — " a court where no man ought to be made 
to appear for the' recovery or for the defence of any 
temporal right ; the very sentence pronounced being 
damning sentence !" And as my author begs leave 
io denominate ft, *^ a most damnable sentence : to 
Excommunicate a man for the value, perhaps of 
'focrr-pence,' was terrible ; attd'to Imagine it had the 
effects pretended, could proceed from nothing but a 
belief in that antichristian power^ set np by the 
'iShuTch of Rom€f.* 

If in our modern ecclesiastical and temporal 
•eobirts,^' there is no room foir stispicion of influence 
W partiality, but where the proceedings are carried 
Oh by known and stated roles ; and where the wrong- 
^doer* Is'obliged to' answer by oath (thbiigh by the 
"way, this is an ' act of* severity to the Quaker, at 
^least to me, if as may be seen presently) l am yet 
at a loss to diseerh tfiis "equal and tender regard 
"^ahewn " to the scruple of conscience ! It is true, by 
the act made in the seventh and eighth years of the 

J . • Vide ()cba^s tbo Mpper f^ouse, called tlie ''Houfteof 
Lords/* in the " GeRtl^^iiiaii'* Majagine," so called^ for 173^, 



123 



reign of WiUmm III, an act that the solemn affirm- 
ation and declaration of the people called Quakers, 
shall be accepted instead of an oath in the usual 
form yet it is also true, that, Whereas," by ano- 
ther act, made in the first year of the reign of King 
George I, (the same reiliedy, oath^ extends for the 
recovery of tithes, &c.) the act expresseth, that if 
they, the Quakers, shall refuse " to set forth, pay, or 
compound for tithes," &c.* Here the suffering of 
your society recurs, s^iid is likely to continue while 
you adhere to this your testimony for conscience 
sake! 

I introduce the foregoing extracts to shew " the 
legal establishment of tithes;" but as it respects 
your society's i^ufiferings, in this case, from the first, 
to th^ recent instance of imprisonment, and severe 
trial, of several of your members in York Castle, 
(from 1795 to 1797) after having been harrassed with 
proceedings at law about six years, I may say of 
one and all, in the following words of your fore- 
mentioned worthy qotemporary, William Matthews, 
that their honest zeal might be allowed, and doubt- 
less was admitted by most candid persons, who think 
favourably of the general simplicity and professed 
integrity of your society. But I have no difficulty 
in declaring my belief, that few indeed could acquit 
the sufferers of erroneous prejudices." And truly, 
on the other side, " their adversary," — " the unwar- 
rantable, unrelenting severity of this priest — hisarro- 

^ 1 mast confess my igDoranoe here, that I am at some loss 
to know what the acts of William 111, or George I, have to do 
with the peaceable and loving subjects ** of George lit I 
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gation of merit, instead of taking shame to himself, 
-^and his meanness in publicly cringing for a re- 
ward of iniquity, cannot be too much reprobated by 
the honest part of mankind." (Vide Record, p. 104.) 

The grand point at issue then, or rather, what I 
wish to unvail, is, whether tithes, being " legally es- 
tablished," ought to be paid or not, as the king's cus- 
toms, tributes, or dues? To a question proposed by 
a well-known adversary of your worthy primitive 
predecessors, namely, But what if the light within 
some Quakers should allow them to pay tithes, and 
think they ought in conscience to do'it, as being le- 
gally established," — " would the Quaker rulers allow 
them liberty of conscience, and give them leave to 
follow their light within ?" (« Snake in the Grass," 
p. 244.) Tour worthy, not *' Quaker ruler," for it 
seems he " rejects and knows of none such," but 
the worthy author of "a Switch for the Snake/' 
thus replied : 

" Whether tithes be legally established, is neither 
my business nor purpose here to discuss ; but sup- 
posing them to be legally established, is a legal es- 
tablishment, by civil or human authority, a bond to 
bind conscience in things relating to religion and 
th^ worship of God ? 

" Time was, when the sacrament of the altar, 
auricular confession, the caelibate, or single life of 
priests, awi the rest of the six articles, were, in this 
nation, legally established. Did that establishment 
bind the conscience to the performance of those 
things? Unhappy martyrs, then! who gave their 
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bodies to be burnt rather than they would comply 
with those things, though so established ! Legal es- 
tablishments are of equal force in one country as in 
another. Are not these six articles, not only prac- 
tised by the popish party, but reputed to be legally 
established in popish countries, and vigorously im- 
posed and pressed in some, particularly in France ? 
Are the poor protestants there to be condemned as 
acting against conscience, while they have suffered 
such ravages and inhuman cruelties, for not comply^ 
ing with those things which are there legally estab- 
lished ? Who but a snake would thus hiss at them, 
in his envy against us?" (p. 379.) 

Here is an error in judgment, handed down to 
you from the time that you were " first a people 
and seems to be retained and held as sacred to this 
day! I therefore find myself under a necessity of 
differing from your worthy predecessor; not from 
an affectation of novelty, or any fondness for dispu- 
tation, but from a high regard to the truth of 
the gospel. And however specious may be his 
claims to candour and truth, to priihitive simplicity 
and holiness, (and speciohs indeed they are,) yeft 
an error in such an important point as this, very 
much lessens your esteem in the eyes of all discern- 
ing and truly religious people whom I ever conver- 
sed with. 

I perfectly concur with this primitive worthy, 
and hesitate not to answer, that legal establish- 
ment, by civil or human authority," is no bond to 
bind conscience in things relating to religion, and 
the worship of God but the act of paying tithes. 



126 

or Coesar's dues, is not the worship of God !" but .n 
tribute legally established. 

Now, instead of this piqus and judicious author 
(in other important points of theology) giving a di- 
rect and unequivocal answer to this agitated ques- 
tion, (by which it might for ever have been put to 
rest, as it respects your society,) he answers by ar» 
^uing on contraries, or opposites, — on popish mist^.? 
JffiiX notions and practices, of saying mass, praying tq 
paints, and on abrogated Jewish rite^ superstitious 
ceremonies! &c. (See p. 380.) Perhaps some, ^'weak-p 
minded, weak in the faith," might feel inclined \Q 
intrude ; but such would soon be silenced by the 
enlightened minister," if net convinced of such 
errors, by the wisdom of your discipline. It is some? 
what remarkable, I do not find apy of the Quaker 
writers (to use the phrase of your advocate, Clark- 
mm) consider tithef in a lega) point of view : how? 
^ver, as enough I think is said, to prove that tithes 
lire legally established, I will mak^ ap extract or 
twK> (not from any avowed frieqkd to your priqciples, 
^Qt) from some learned and ji|dioioi|« works which 
IMre well known to the religious world ; and which 
#re ei^pressed, in my opinion, so much to th^ pur* 
pO0e> npon this important subjects that I think no 
apology n^^ry. 

In the first "apology" of St. Justin, "for the 
Christians, to Antoninus Pius Ai|gi|stus Caesar," he 
aayf, "As to tribute and custoiPi po men living take 
fueh pain^ to pay their collectors so faithfql as we 
4e, who pay them in obediene^ to our Lord's com- 
IpaQd : for when epiqe oame to him with thif ques- 
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tioH, ' U it Itwi'ul h> give tribute utito tl^r, or Mtf 
tell me (Myfl he) whose inMtge this «i6ney bears; 
they say tititb him^ Cmar's i mlih he utitd tliem> 
rendtsr, therefore, unto Oeear the things which are 
C^r*8, imd tiiito God the things that are God*#. 
(Malt. xxii. 17.) Accordiftgly, therefore, we ren- 
der nfito Gbd only the tribute of divine worship, and 
to jotL a cheerfal obedient^e in all thhigs else, ac« 
knowledgft>g you to be e{npefH>rs and rulers upott 
earth j"^e. (Vide the apologies of Justin Martyr, 
TertolUan, 4c. &c. by W. Reeves, v«l. i. p. 44.) 

Again, Iti these latter days, after a long night ef 
apOstaey, in a work entitled, " The present Thrtll 
t)isplayed," (or seeelsion testimony of the presbytery 
synod of Scotland, Ac.)* the following " act con*- 
ceming church-payment, in England and Ireland^" 
Was passed, (p. 125, 126, vol. 2.) 

The synod resumed further consideration of th^ 
affair relating to various payments, required by the 
eiller of civil society in England and Ireland ; par* 
timlarly from some people there, who are under 
the inspection of this synod : which payments art 
applied for supporting the episcopal churches there, 
in their present state of corruption and soperstitioa. 
After sotee tftlfie spent in reasoning -and delibei^tfe* 
upon this subject, with prayer for light and dtr&ctfbli 

* If I »ho«1d not be eatirely correct as to tiie title of this 
work, 1 can only say this extract was made some yean a^ for 
my own use, (not immediately in view to publication) but is now 
introduced with a desire to draw the attention of yotr isociety 
to this subject^ the legality of paying tithea. Thoagh, bf ibe 
way, i knew notiiiag of the tenets of Quakerism at the time. . 
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In the ca«e, the synod agreed in declaring, — That 
though the afore-mentioned payments are applied 
for the support of manifold corruptions and super- 
stitions in those episcopal churches, which we are 
essaying to testify against, — and which all ranks of 
persons in these lands ought to be humbled for be- 
fore the Lord, as being deep causes of his wrath 
against and controversy with them : yet the synod do 
not find a relevant ground for scruple of conscience 
about submitting to civil authority in the aforesaid 
payments ; as if this could imply any homologation 
of the foresaid corruptions and superstitions, or of 
what application is made of those payments unto the 
support thereof ; — while the payers are openly en- 
gaged in a public testimony against the same^ and 
are not suppressed in the maintenance of that testis 
monyy but are protected in the exercise of their civil 
and religious liberties; and the said payments are 
made only in compliance with the coimnon order of 
society.''^ 

• " As hath been observed elsewhere,— persons may recAon 
themselves safe in point of conscience, to comply with all simple 
iMiyments (that is, payments without any concoibitant declara- 
tion of consent to the uses made thereof) according to the civil 
order of society, whether statute or common law ; in any country 
where they are enjoying the benefit of govern men t, (no way 
like the case of our late sufierers, who were thrown out from the 
protection of,— »and yet were required to pay a cess, for the ex- 
press purpose of hiring soldiers to kill them :) Without reckon- 
themselves any way answerable for the government's application 
thereof; while they are otherwise studying honesty, with re- 
spect to public corruptions. 

What of a person^s substance is required by common or 
-•tatate law, or by the common order of civil society,—- cannot 
be reckoned his own $ more than the rent Which is in a te« 
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Now that tithes, *^ the mainteoatice of the clergy 
of the church of England,** are established and en- 
forced by the authority of the king — the laws of the 
land, the writings of your worthy and highly esteem- 
ed predecessor, Robert Barclay, suflBciently evince. 
Or why start an " objection," which neither existed 
nor had truth in it? How, that christians are be* 
come so hard hearted, and generally so little heed 
spiritual things, that if ministers had not a settled 
maintenance, secured them by law, they and their 
families might starve for want of bread."* Such a 
vague supposition or assumption, you, my friends, I 
think, will hot allow for a moment this apostolic 
writer to be culpable of. 

On the revenues of the clergy, he observes that 
there is a great excess and abuse hereof among 
' Christians ; the vast revenues which the bishops and 

iiant*8 hand can be reckoned his own : and consequently the 
payment of it can no more infer an approbation of the uses to 
which it is applied by those to whom it is paid,— than a te- 
nant's payment of his rent can ipfer an Approbation of the de- 
bauched uses which perhaps his master makes of it. 

** Hard exactions were made on the Israelites in Egypt ; and 
what of their efiects or workmanship they were obliged to give 
up, was, no dqubt, partly applied to the worst of uses : but 
this was considered as their affliction ; and their submission to 
such exactions was never charged on them as their sin. The 
Israelites likewise paid heavy taxes, under the Babylonish cap- 
tivity ; which no doubt were partly applied to the worst uses 
of heathen idolatry : and they complained of this as a heavy 
trial, [Neh. ix. S6, 37] j but they never confessed it as their 
transgression.'* 



* Vide Apology, prop. 10^ p. 334, on the ministry. 
R 



130 



priests have, both papists and protestantSy do de- 
clare, since I jodge it may be said without a hyper- 
bolcy that some particular persons have more paid 
them yearly, than Christ and his apostles made use 
of in their whole lifetime ; who yet wanted not what 
was needful as to the outward man, and no doubt 
deserved it far better than these that enjoy that ful- 
ness."* And truly unless this was secured to them 
by law," I cannot help thinking " Christians " would 
neither be so foolish, nor so liberal as to allow such 
excessive revenues." I mean christians, truly 
congregational christians," as it respects their own 
body ; not of the state " — ^to this it renders all their 
dues, customs or tribute. 

It is not for any worldly advantage, or danger 
outwardly that is likely to follow," that I thus feel 
induced to urge the payment of tithes, or priests' 
demands ; no, my friends, no ; I have suffered much 
more in bearing testimony to others of your tenets 
or doctrines and principles than we are likely now 
to suffer for non-payment of tithes ; but it is the 
liberty of conscience," and (as another of your wor- 
thy primitive teachers recommends, whom I shall 
hereafter notice,) " the walking together in love — 
sweetly harmoniously in the midst of different prac- 
tices," (if so happens to differ) is that I contend for. 
I should be exceedingly sorry to weaken the testi- 
mony, you bear against tithes, as it respects your 
own ministry ; much more so to encourage " hireling 
priests." Rather, as the celebrated pious reformer, 
the late George Whitfield, said of the established 



♦ Ibid. 
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forms and litnrgies, so I say of your <^ grand tenets'* 
doctrines and principles, "I would not have them 
altered for ten thousand worlds ! " And I must add 
here, I cannot help thinking that while you bear 
your testimony iagainst hireling priests, and steadily 
adhere to your apostolic order of your ministry,* 
you cannot better render unto God the things that 
are God's;" and, by paying tithes, or priests' de- 
mands, you will only obey your divine Lord and 
Master's command, in ^'rendering unto Ceesar the 
things that are Caesar's." 

But further, by what I can learn from most of 
the writing^ of your society, the principal ground 
of objection to paying tithes — " steeple-house rates, 
and priests' maintenance," are^ the "voluntarily, 
either by open or collusive means, contribute to the 
maintenance of such as preach for hire ;" by which 
you think yourselves " guilty of inconsistency in 
practice," by supporting as ministers of Christ, those 
whom you do not believe to be " sent by him," and 
"upholding them in a conduct contrary to his com- 
mand." (vide Extract of the minutes and advices ;" 
on tithes, p. 187.) 

If " inconsistency of practice " is a just ground 
of objection to tithes, upon the same ground I might 
object to the conduct of one half of the members of 
your society ; as the preceeding pages already, I 

* The readerwho may not be acqaainted with friendv* writ* 
ingfl, and wish to see this subject clearly and scripturally illus* 
trated and proved, may, I think, be fully satisfied by consulting 
the above Apology of Robert Barclay, or the book of Extracts; 
" Minutes and Advices'* on the ministry, &c. p. 95. 
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think, evince. It is manifest many of you do not 
avoid inconsistency of practice " in all thing^s, 
agreeably to your own most excellent rules in the 
book of extracts; ^'particularly as to the corrupt 
fashions, dealings, and language of the world,* their 
over reachings, and vain jestings ; that the cross of 
Christ in all things may be k^pt to ; which preserves 
friends blameless, and honours the Lord's name and 
truth in the earth." (vide Cond. and Convers, p. 20, 
written Epistle, 1676^) 

It might well be queried, how it was possible to 
reconcile, with consistency the situation of a friend, 
anxious to support this testimony in ||ainness of 
dress, behaviour, and apparel, recommending to the 
public every fashionable frippery of the day ? The 
insuitability of such conduct is most apparent. If I 
am informed right, your society '< cannot," at leasts 
should never pass off/' their ware as other people do, 
by the declaration, that they are the fashionable 
article 6f the day ! Such words ought never to come 
, out of their mouths, not so much because their own 
lives are a living protest against the fashions of the 
world, as because they cannot knowingly be instru* 
mental in doing a moral injury to others. For it is 
undoubtedly the belief of the members of this socie- 
ty, that the following of such fashions begets a 

* I find it is not an uncommon case for a troly orthodox 
Quaker, who would deem it impiety to say Sunday or January, 
call daily to a domestic animal by the name of Cupid, Juvo, or 
Venus.** (vide a Letter to J. G. Bevan, p. 18) But alas I it 
seems some equally as orthodox make no scruple to say, occa* 
sionally, "Michaelmas," "Christmas," "Monday," " Saturday/' 
»nd ifttch like heatheuish names and epithets. 
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worldly spirit, and that in priiportion its men indulge 
this spirit, they are foond to follow the loose mora- 
lity of the world, instead of the strict morality of the 
gospel." (Portraiture Quakerism, <&c. chap.iv. p. 71 
—72. vol. II.) 

I lately queried one of the younger orthodox 
members of your society, bow he reconciled his con- 
science with the practice of recommending his ware, 
as the "fashionable" frippery article of the day? 
He replied, (I think) that " custom may be followed 
in things indifferent:" but it did not appear to me 
that he saw ** that they are (things) indifferent : for 
he presently added the old hackneyed adage, (ctim 
RonuB ftteriSy &c.J " the expediency of conforming 
to the usages of others in this matter." This maxim 
of the world is well replied te^ in Robert Barclay's 
Apology, ^c. as also in a neat and «Iegant manner 
by the learned and judicious authw of " A brief Apo- 
logy for Quakerism," inscribed to the Edinburgh 
Review, Ac. in vindication of " A Portraiture of 
Quakerism," by Thomas Clarkson ; and of whom 
(T. C.) this young Quaker acknowledged with res- 
pect and intimacy, that I was somewhat the more 
surprized at such inconsistency of practice ! Surely 
be could not be um^cquainted with these valuable 
works? 

I cannot* pass over here the " inconsistency'! of 
compounding for tithes, and the " ccdlusive " meane 
resorted to by some of your society. I am vouched 
by authority on which I may place some confidence 
that certain friends set forth particular articles of 
-^are (or goods) to be distrained for tithes. Truly 
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did the forementioned author of a letter to" J. G. 
Ao. observe, ^* to buy an artice for the express par- 
pose of its being distrained, is certainly a mockery 
of non-payment." How " a young man" who " may 
be ballotted for the militia," and by purchasing a 
horse or a cow to be distrained," preserves his 
unity with the society." (Ibid. p. 29) I must 
leave with this intelligent (once) member, and such 
of you, my friends, to settle. Sure I am it is repug- 
nant to your written "testimony" and advices, 
which warn you that *^ what is not taken away by 
force, but with consent or connivance cannot be re- 
garded as a suffering for truth." (Printed Epistle, 
1759.) Vide Extracts from the Minutes, Ac. p. 188. 

I will only observe, the above is as " inconsis- 
tent," and as ridiculous, as that man who pretends 
that his conscience will not allow him to pay such 
and such a tax, and yet apply to parliament for a 
new method, or for any method of compelling him 
to pay such a tax at a easier rate. But of all your 
" inconsistency of practices," that of paying " the 
assessed taxes," is not amongst the least. Many res- 
pectable persons (of other religious denominations) 
have queried to me the propriety or " Inconsistency" 
of your society paying any taxes at all. And of all 
the manly, fair, and judicious reasoning on this im- 
portant point of doctrine that , I ever met with, none 
appear to me in so clear and convincing a point of 
view, as your contemporary, William Matthews: 
atid I unite with him in recommending this to the 
serious attention of your society. 

It is well known that the assessed taxes already 
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imposed, (^^ as well as the enormoos call, the income 
tax,") is for the express purpose of war. Permit 
me (says this judicious author) to transeribe the fol-- 
lowing words of the title and preamble to tlie act 
itself," passed for raising new taxes. 

" Act for granting to his Majesty an Aid and Con- 
" tribution^ for the prosecution of the War ! 

12th Jan. 1798, 

Most gracious Sovereign ! 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 
*^ ment assembled, feeling it our indispensable duty, 
" at the present crisis, to provide effectually for 
" raising, the supplies, which are requisite to defray 
your Majesty's public expenses in the prosecution 
" of the just and necessary War, in which we are 
" engaged, &c. &c." 

Here the object is not of a doubtful nature; 
but distinctly avowed, clear and unequivocal.— In 
paying these taxes, who does not see that you yield 
a direct obedience to human law, which virtually 
calls for a suspension of your testimony against 
wars and fightings ?" 

And yet, such is your situation, that, under the 
general injunction to submit yourselves to the ordi^ 
nances of the ruling powers that be, you cannot re- 
fuse to pay the legal assessmentSj without incurring 
penalties, which you will not consider yourselves as 
called on to incur ! In your case, — the whole is a 
series of implicit submission^ either with or without 
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a rational eonstructioti of general obedience. The 
siiaation may be painful, and doubtless you have 
felt it ; — but you must and will, on the general prin- 
ciple of submission to government, pay and submit ! 
— Neither do I see how you can continue your cush 
tomary censure and excommunication of those who, 
in active obedience, pay the specific demands fo^r 
raising the militia! Any shades of difference which 
you may attempt to define, in favour of paying the 
new assessed taxes, you will henceforward so at- 
tempt with small satisfaction to yourselves ; and in 
the estimation of other men, the most accustomed 
to reason correctly on general matters of importance, 
*«^yonr arguments to that point must utterly fail. 
Permit me, therefore, briefly to repeat; and urge, for 
your consideration, what my leading reflections were 
mainly intended to impress, that, as you must find 
yourselves involved in augmented inconsistency, by 
rU)w imposing on your own members, as you have 
done, your society laws, relative to tithes ; you would 
wisely relax from that unnecessary^ unhappy, and I 
wish I could not truly say, unchristian severity : a 
severity which you cannot, without the most glaring 
absurdity, continue to prosecute, — and which all 
you have written, or attempted to say, in the style 
of rational argument, is wholly insufficient to pal- 
liate!"* 

If inconsistency of practice " is to be the stand- 
ard to judge of the principles of religion, (to say no- 
thing here of the conscience,) I might query, if— 
all hostilities, whether offensive or defensive, are 



^ Vide the Recorder, kc. kc. p. 100--11K 
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believed by the Christian Quaker to be in direct op- 
position to the express commands pf Christ," can the 
coptribution to the support of war by the voluntary 
pay^ient of any tax levied for that express purpose, 
be regarded in any other light than as a dereliction 
of one of the most important and distinguished tes- 
timonies of your society ? 

But I find several friends have been under con- 
liiderable exercise of n^iild, from a desire to bear their 
testimony faithfully against the having any concern 
in, or giving any countenance to the promotion of 
war. ^^This diflBculty (it is said) was so strongly 
felt by some persons in the more affluent ranks, that 
they had believed it right for them to discontinue 
keeping their carriages, rather than, by a payment 
of the tax imposed on them, contribute so largely 
to the support of war ; and this, for the sake of an 
article which might perhaps be regarded as a luxu- 
ry," and pride tbo. (Vide " A Narrative of events 
that have lately taken place in Ireland, among the 
society called Quakers," &c. p. 85.)* 

* in a note at p. 52, (ftee also 91 » 92) I intimated a desire to 
resume my remarks, if pofuiible, on the saints ''taking up their 
carriages." I shall not enter on the merit or demerit of the 
saints above laying down their carriages ; it may suffice to ob- 
serve here, that they not only were aware that if the precepts 
of Christ were thus to be interpreted in the present instance, 
the occurrence of other instances might require a similiar can* 
ductj and either privation or suffering would necessarily be 
the result j** but feeling also ** the great importance of the pure 
principles of peace and love, which they believed to be essen- 
tially characteristic of the gospel of Christ, they were upright, 
desirous, that no privation or suffering might deter them from 
maintaining a conduct consistent with that testimony which 
they believed themselves called upon to support** (Ibid.) If 

S 
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But if " inconsisteucy of practice " may be mgedr 
on one occasion, by parity of reason it may be urged 
on another: and if ^'reason" is allowed to have 
8ome weight or influence in one point of doctrine, 
it ought to have its due force in another. Upon 
this ground dijl your primitive worthies establish 
•many of what you now call grand tenets of religion. 
For instance. 

The same brief reason " for refusing the taking 
ofiF their hats to men, would hold equally good in 
not following the frivolous," vain, and superfluous 
trades and occupations in life, viz. Because it lifts 

this principle was acted upon by one and all of the membert 
of this society/* there would be no room for that complaint of 
•* inconsistency of practice." 

But as it respects the taking up of carriages^'* &c. a few 
ren^arks may suffice. That there should be an increased desire 
to ride in carriages,, is not to be Wondered at, but that a minis- 
ter of the gospel should look for this, or even urge it upon a 
mis-translated passage in the Acts of the apostles (chap. xxi. 15) 
is what 1 should not expect. If the word •* carriage," rightly 
translated in this place, should be baggage,** (as the exposi- 
tors of the grand folio Christ. Family Bible haye it,) and which 
probably went (or was sent) by sea, when the apostle went 
before;** the modern professing minister ought to be content to 
walk, or at most to travel in a hired carriage. And 1 cannot 
help observing here, happy I think is that land, and blessed is 
that people who can hire a carriage when necessity or moderate 
pleasure requires one. 

It might not be amiss here to remind those who are desi« 
rous of taking up their *« equipage,'* of an anecdote related by 
Dr. Paget of his friend Milton. It is said an offer was made to 
Milton (as well as to Thurlow) of holding the same place of se- 
cretary under the king (Charles 11) which he had discharged 
w ith so much integrity and abiiity under Cromwell j he persist- 
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up that in man which God will destroy. It is suit- 
able for that nature which is of the earth, and feeds 
it : it is pleasing to the fleshly ; and that which is 
an enemy to the flesh, cannot give it that which 
feedeth and pleaseth it. If we should please men, 
we could not be the servants of Jesus Christ." Isaac 
Penington's Works, p. 219, vol. I. 

I find some conscientious dissenters excuse them- 
selves for taking off the hat, when in other public 
places (churches) of worship, during service," by 

* Vide a disRent from the Church of England, &c. by M. 
Twogood, (on White's Letter, 8.) p. 34. 

ed in refusing it; but on his wife*s pressing his compliance, 
*« Thou art in the right," says he ; " You, as other women, would 
ride in your coach ; for me, my aim is to live and die an honest 
ifttm !" (Vide Life of Milton, prefixed to his Paradise Lost, p.40.) 
A noble example this of a worthy commonwealth man. Blush, 
ye modern hunters of fame, and of grandeur ! Take this patriot 
(and statesman) for example, (in this instance at least,) and 
live and die honest men I 

But a word of consolation to my poor fellow-labourers, (me» 
chanics, and others.) If we cannot " roll in hired carriages,** 
(though the sacred tie of relatives and friends might demand it,) 
and, travelling through the difi*ereut parts of the country, view 
the stupendous works of God in nature ; — the fruitful fields, at 
well as the barren heath ; the lofty mountains, and the widd 
ocean i let us take up, at least, that mutual ^ carriage,"— love, 
** love towards God, and our neighbour as ourselves,"«-yea, 
those triumphant chariots, or ** stage carriages,"— humility, 
obedience, and faith ; in patient sufiferings ! A christian (says 
Tertullian) never thinks himself so fine, never so illustrious as 
at the stake, with fire and faggot about him ; he then is in his 
triumphal chariot, going to heaven in state !. Eusebius UtUs us 
it was a most charming sight to behold the martyrs in prison, to 
see how their misery became them, how they adorned their fet- 
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Brging that they do it purely as a civil, not at all 
as a religious" act. But if this is not done purely 
as a religious" act, it is a flattering civil comple- 
ment " at best ; or at least, is an evident mark of re- 
ligious hypocrisy and dissimulation. Taking off the 
hat, like "dropping a curtesy," however "civil," 
" gracefully," and " politely done," savours of bow- 
ing to men, which took place from a slavish fear 
possessing some which led them to set up their gods ; 
and to usurp the place of God, over their brethren. 

" Bowing the knee," like " taking of the hat,'* 
(which I consider one and the same thing) is " a re- 
ligious act," and due only to God, however the vain 

iers, and that they looked as captivating in chains, as a bride in 
all her glories at the day of marriage. (Vide Bus. His. Ec. lib. d. 
c 1. p. 160.) « Here then we see a christian triumph, Ibeirue 
ipirit of the first ages;'* and indeed I should be very sorry i» 
" interpose any cold criticisms, that my readers might n6l be 
interrupted, but go off with a full impression, with aU the fire 
and devotion of the writer," (Vide Apologies of Justin, Ter- 
tullian, &c. by Wm. Reeves, p. 383, 384, v. 1.) I say, if we 
caunot call up to view the extensive and variegated scenery of 
nature, let us retire in our own minds, and e^|oy those heavenly 
delights which solitude and a quiet life only afford $ and whe- 
ther spring array herself in her splendid robe; or summer 
scorch us with bar sultry heats ; or autumn pour forth her ex- 
uberant stores ; or winter send us to our habitations ;** still we 
inay be admirers of nature's God ; 

*'To mark the mighty hand. 

That ever busy, wheels the silent spheres; 

Works in the secret deep, shoots streaming thence 

The iliir profusion that overspreads the spring ; 

Flings from the sun directs the flaming day; 

Feeds ev*ry creature : hurls the tempest forth ; 

And, as on earth this grateAil change revolves. 

With transport touches all the springs of life, 4 
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and the weak may have abased this practice by pre- 
tended civility, (though J forgot to mention the last 
cited author, the late M. Twogood, justified their 
conduct by urging, for " fear of giving " what 
be called '^needless offence." (Ibid.) as 
the established church may be, it appears some of 
more ^ pious clerical characters" acknowledge the 
same. I am vouched by the Christian Observer (in 
the delienation of the character No. 2, of Isidore, 
p. 638. vol. IV.) that « Bishop Bull," speaking of 
the important function of the care of souls, says in 
the strongest language tongue can express — S^wo^ 
should weep tears of blood, (if it were possible) for 
the blood of souls, which we have reason to fear may 
stick upon garments ;" " I dare not justify myself, 
or plead not guilty before the great Judge of heaven 
and earth, but do, on the bended knees of my soul, 
bewail my sins and implore his pardoning grace," 
Ac. But to be more plain in this important prac^ 
tice, or rather religious act of adoration. 

To put this proposition or tenet past all doubts 
of its being a religious one, permit me to make the 
following extract from your worthy apostle, Robert 
Barclay : not but that you, my dear friends, are well 
acquainted with this author, but I feel desirous again 
to remind you that I write for others, I hope, to 
read, besides your circle. 

" Next unto this of tithes," says this worthy au- 
thor, the other part of honour used among Chris- 
tians, is the kneeling, bowing, and uncovering of 
the head, to one another. I know nothing our ad- 
versaries have to plead for them in this matter, save 
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some few instances of the Old Testament, and the 
oustoms of the country. The first are, such as Abra- 
ham'i; bowing himself to the children of Heth, and 
Lot to the two angels, &c. But the .practice of 
these patriarchs, related as a matter of fact, are not 
to be a rule to Christians now and as to the cus- 
toms of the nations, it is a very ill argument for a 
Christian's practice. We should," (and indeed we) 
have a better rule to walli by," &c. 

" First ; we say, that God, who is the creator of 
man, and he to whom he oweth the dedication both 
of soul and body, is over all to be worshipped and 
adored, and that not only by the Spirit, but also 
wit^ the prostration of the body. Now, kneeling, 
bowing, and uncovering of the head, is the alone 
outward signification of our adoration towards God, 
and therefore it is not lawful to give it unto man. 
He that kneeleth, or prostrates himself to man, what 
doth he more to God ? He that boweth and nneo- 
vereth his head to the creature, what hath he reserv- 
for the Creator ? Now the apostle shews us, that 
the uncovering of the head is that, which God re- 
quires of us in our worshipping of him, 1 Cor. 11. 4. 
But if we make our address to men in the same man- 
ner, where lies the difference ? Not in the outward 
signification, but merely in the intention ; which 
opens a door for the popish veneration of images, 
which hereby is necessarily excluded. 

" We see that Peter refused it from Cornelius, 
Saying he was a man. Are then the popes more, 
or more excellent than Peter, who suffer men 
daily to fall down at their feet, and kiss them ? This 
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proof of Peter to Cornelitis doth abundantly shew, 
that such manners were not to be admitted among 
christians. Yea, we see that the angel twice refused 
this kind of bowing from John, Rev. 19—10, and 22 
'—9, for this reason, because I am thy fellow-servant, 
and of thy brethren ; abundantly intimating that it 
is not lawful for fellow-servants, thus to prostrate 
themselves one to another : and in this respect all 
men are fellow-servants. 

" If it be said, John intended here a religions wor- 
ship, and not a civil. 

I answer; this is to 9ay, not to prove. Neither 
can we suppose John, at that time of the day, so ill 
instructed, as not to know it was unlawful, to wor* 
ship angels ; only it should seem, because of those 
great and mysterious things revealed to him by that 
angel, he was willing to signify some more than or- 
dinary testimony of respect, for which he was re- 
proved. These things being thus considered, it is 
remitted to the judgment of such as are desirous to 
be found Christians indeed, whether we be found 
worthy of blame, for waving it to men." Apol. p. 529. 

That your primitive friends suflFered severely for 
this their testimony for Christ, by being "sorely beat- 
en, buffetted ; yea, and several months' imprison- 
ment for their " innocent practice in standing still, 
though upright, not putting oflF their hats for truly 
they might as well have been beaten for " not put- 
ting ofiF their shoes the one being only the cover- 
ing of their heads, as the others were of their feet ; 
yet, such were their religious motives and forbear- 
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anc^y that he concluded the above section in thesa 
words : " Though it be far from us to judge all those 
to whom God hath not shown the evil of them, un- 
der the like hazard ; yet, nevertheless^ we doubt not 
Jbut to such as would prove faithful witnesses to 
Christ's divine light in their consciences, God will 
also show the evil of these things." (Ibid.) 

As inconsistency of practice is a criterion with 
your society, I may object to your conduct in those 
articles of dress and furniture. It was the advice 
of one of your esteemed predecessors, to his chil'>- 
dren,* to Be plain in clothes, furniture, and food, 
but clean ; and then, the coarser^ the better / the rest 
Is folly and a snare. Therefore, next to sin, avoid 
daintiness and choiceness about your person and 
houses ; for if it be not an evil in itself, it is a temp- 
tation to it, and may be accounted a nest for sin to 
brood in." And to impress on the minds of his chil- 
dren more particularly what he hath said in chap* 
iii, p. 35, he writes thus : Wherefore, avoid pride, 
as you would avoid the devil ; remembering that 
you must die, and consequently those things must 
die with you that could be any temptation to pride ; 
and that there is a judgment follows, at which you 
must give an account, both for what you have en<« 
joyed and done !"t 

• Vide *• Fruits of a Father*s lore," &c. by William Peno» 
•ec. 8» p. 17. 

t 1 cannot help remarking here, on a passage in a former 
epistle of this worthy friend, (when he first set out for America) 
that the objectionable and worst part evidently gain more 
ground (in the present generation) if not supersede the plain 
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t wish to aidd here also, the testimony of that 
singularly pious/' and no less eminently useful 
itilnister,'* the late Job Scott, in a letter addressed 
to tes " dearly beloved' parents," (relations, and 
frieiidfa,) of l^rOvidence, in the state of Rhode Island, 
It'oHh America, which he dictated a few days before 
hie death. At the beginning, he writes thus : They, 
my dear chiTdren, are placed so that I have been 
pretty easy, but I could wish them to get a little 
incite leaTHing tha[n some of them are at present in 
the way of ; and although I do not wish much of the 
world's polish, yet it is, at this awful moment, my 
rfesir^ that they may not be brought up with much 
rusticity ; for this, I believe, has not very often con- 
tributed either to civil or religious usefulness." And 
at the end of this epistle, he advlseth most solemnly : 
— Let my chlld'reil be engaged in some innocent 
employmetts, as much as well may be out of the way 
of a great deal of teiidptation, and, if I had need to 
add it, out of the way of very great accumulation ; 
iind yet, through industry and perseverance, mode- 
rately {Productive. My very soul abhors the idea, 

And whol^m^ Chilstlato advice to his children. I must con- 
fesb, I am at some loss to reconcile this fore-mentioned devout 
and humble practice with the foHowiog maxim of temporal 
possession. A country life and estate, I like best for my chil- 
dren. I prefer a decent mansion of a hundred pounds a year t** 
I'his does not, I think, accord with *' no cross, no crown nei- 
ther with that plain, reasonable, and moderate style of living 
in those days of yore.** It is true, there were the epicureans 
and the licentious of the day : speaking at the same lime of** ci- 
ties, and towns of concourse/* says he, ** Beware, the world is 
apt to stick close to those who have lived and got wealth there.*' 
Hence, perhaps, he preferred the former to *'ten thousand 
pounds (yearly, 1 presume) in London, or sttch like placet, itf 
the way of trade,** and dissipation ! 

T 
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that a ohrisifan can ever be at liberty, whilst UDde^r 
the influence of heavenly good, to seek, or even de-' 
dre, much wealth, though this disposition, in direct 
opposition to the life and doctrine of Christ, has gone 
far towards the destruction of spiritual religion, I 
believe in almost every religious society In the world* 
Alas, if there is any such thing as the abomination 
of desolation, it is mournfully seen standing in ours, 
in almost every part of the country where it ought 
not. (Vide " Letters from Job Scott, written whilst 
in Europe," <&c. let. 10, p. 36. 42.) 

ti was a shrewd remark of the <2felel>ratdd Benja« 
min Franklin, that there are numbers that, per- 
haps, fear less the being in hell, than out of the 
fashion And indeed, I think I nlay query now, ai 
the author of the " Essay on the Fashions," on the 
<^ beaux and belles ^' of the last century; on the effe- 
minacy of the men, — " whether any thing noble, or 
brave can be expected from such creatures, who, if 
theya re not women, are at least hermaphrodites in 
the very soul ; who, if the least breath of air stirs, 
(or wet drops,) dare not appear in the streets," but 
step into a coach or chair," like snails, into their 
shells S" *^ Can any man imagine, that a head so in« 
tent upon outward ornaments has any ^ood furniture 
within ?"* I do not accuse your soclcfty of such ex- 
treme love of fashion, but I discern among you 
such ^* effeminacy " that does not promise their na- 
tive country either refined and active tradesmen, or 
hardy and intrepid soldiers" of Jesus Christ. 

* Vide a popular periodical work entitled, tbe Gentlemaii'ft 
Magazine,** p. SM, 355. Tol. i. 
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It may not be quite so difficult as some may Ima- 
gine, to collect from the holy scriptures, the exact 
qualities and shapes of dress, houses, and furniture 
of the patriarchs, prophets, and primitive apostles. 
It might suffice to say, sometimes they dvrelt in 
tents as well as king's palaces : but this we are as- 
sured, that the Saviour of the world had not where 
to lay his head ! — and whom we are to take for eX" 
ample, and follow him. However, we find the an<» 
cient children of Israel wore garments of linen, gar- 
ments of wool, and garments of silk ; but they were 
not allowed to wear garments of linen and wool- 
len mixt.'' (Lev. xix. 89.) Upon which it is said, 
the intention of this prohibition was to guard the 
Israelites from the idolatry of the Egyptian Sabeans, 
(Vide Expositors of the ^vmA fplio bible^ 

We find Christ's garment (or robe) was without 
seam : John's was of camel's hair, and a leathern gir^ 
die. And the attire of the primitive fathers was — 
" this was the sense of Gregory Nizianzene, that an- 
cient christian writer, who wore commonly a poor 
jcoat^ like to afrock ; so did Justin Martyr, Jerome, 
and Austin, as their best robes." (vide no cross, no 
crown," p. 315, part 2) 

lo ften think (and it is with a little confusion of 
face I write it) that that nicety of adjusting so many 
cuts and seams in our apparel, might be dispensed 
with : though I cannot altogether approve of the 
domestic economy" (of certain articles) "among 
the Tartars." I mean that of a young man having 
the skin of a horse just dead, thrown over him, and 
with the dexterity of a woman, who performs the 



ofiBce of a tailor, with her scisBars forms the garvnent 
to his back, the semicircle for the sleeve^ ^c. th^ 
pieces (or cuts) being stitched tpgether, ia lesjs 
than two hours he had a good brown — ^bay coal^ 
which only wanted to be tanned by continual wear- 
ing!" (Memoirs of the Baron De Trot ; vide Gold- 
smith's Geography, p. 356.) This, perhaps, may be 
too extreme simplicity ; but it o.ught t^ ]^ revaemr 
bered, it is truly Adamic. ((Gren. iii. ^.1.) 

I know well enough this doptriiw. |vjH wit 
the anti-cbristian, or, rather, srau-icbrilitjajQ pf tbjs 
<^enlightened age particularly tbpae who pot oi^y 
.^^ think of the simplicity, as well ^s the uniformity 
9f the dress of the Quajsers is carried too far but 
are not afraid nor ashamed to afBrm tba^ they arp 
not a friend to the singularity of the Quakers in 
this respect ; nor even to an attire which is very 
Quakerish;'' and also that there is in it (the Qua- 
kers' dress) a degree of stiffness and precision wbjch 
is disagreeable to the eye, and ought, on that iso- 
count, to b^ avoided !"* 

, , I observe, this modern Grefik^ (as this correspei;ul- 
ent to the Christian Observer subscribes himself, ii^ 
the Greek language,) is truly grecian ; and however 
highly his pretensions to " righteousness^ and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost;" or however zealously 
he may advocate the apostle's iojupctiops Of that 
/^adorning" which should be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which i^ not corruptible, even tbp 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is, in the 



♦ Vide Christian Observer, vol. v. p. 47«, 
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fight of Go4 of igreeLi price," ^\ Pet. iii. 3.) andeuek 
humble i^od charitable graces of the goe^\ ; i( 
IS evident to me that he gives the apostle the re- 
tort courteous," vulgarly called "the lie direct.** 
Yes, " out of his own mouth will I condemn him.** 
I will not say, " thou wicked (or unfaithful) servant.*' 
He grounds bis objection to the moderate and mo«- . 
jdest attire of the Quakers being " disagreeable to the 
eye!" What is the opposite or fair inference, but 
that his " eye " lusteth after the vain and frivolous 
things of the world ? Let us see the evidences of 
the holy scriptures in this matter : " Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
Any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesb» and the lust of the eyes^ and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." 
(1 John, ii. 1$, 16.) 

No wonder to find this Greek scholar* assuming 
• — " God has clothed all nature with beauty, and has 
made the eye of man susceptible of pleasure from 
the contemplation of that beauty." (ibid) But this 
is as untenable on the doctrine of the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ as the former. It is easy to observe that 
the natural form and features are often worsted by 
fashions, (passing by the abominable custooi oi 
painting, patching, and harboring, or hair-dressing) 
modern fashions of apparel seem to be the effects 
of a conspiracy of whatever is gay, flippery, prepod- 

* The Greeks seek after ^visdom,** saitb the apostle, h\\t 
we preach Christ crucified, UDto the Jews a stumbling block» 
i^nd unto the Greeks foolishness. 1 Cor. i. 23. 
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terous, or deformed in nature, against all that ia 
IbeautifuUy modest, moderate and well made. The 
beauty of nature is, as It were, bantered and hooked 
by deformity of art, either by deep-crown hats, and 
bonnets with no brims, or broad-brim hats and no 
crownr: as It were, coats without skirts, or skirts 
without coats — garments whi<^h expose and cramp 
every limb, if not cover every deformity. If these 
unseemly modes of attire are not disagreeable to 
the eye,*' they ought " on that account to be avoid- 
ed " by every devout christian. It may not be amiss 
to add here (to the shame of my countrywomen be 
it said) that no females are less studious of enhanc- 
ing their attractions by artificial means, or counter- 
feiting by paltry arts, the charms which nature has 
withheld than the Portuguese" (called ladies). <^ The 
form of their dress does not undergo a change once 
in an age; milliners and fancy dress makers are^ 
professions as unknown at Lisbon as they were in 
ancient Lacedemon.-' (vide Goldsmith's Geography, 
p, 249.) 

The Japanese, who are Immense in population, 
are characteristic for their uniformity and moderate 
attire as "national." (ibid. p. 869) And to the 
shame of the "enlightened" English nation be it 
said, that " the primitive dress of the ancient Chi- 
nese/' (like their worship) " continued invariably 
the same, through a long succession of ages, down 
to the present time." " That the Chinese are a dis^ 
tinct people, who have preserved the characteristic 
mark of their first origin." (ibid.) Such is their an- 
tiquity, their moderation, abstemiousness, and fide*- 
lity, one towards another^ and their fear and obedi- 
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Mce to the most high God, according: to their loea-* 
«are of light, that I do not wonder to find our politi- 
cal, not to say infidel writers " spealc so highly of 
thenii. But as it respects the semi-ohristian of my^ 
own country. 

I acknowledge with him that I am — my " eye" 
also is susceptible of pleasure and when I con* 
template the " beauty of nature" — when I consider 
first " the heavens" — the pride of the highest, the 
clear firmament, the beauty of heaven, the sun,* 
declaring at its rising a marvelous instrument, the 
work of the most high ; the moon" — ^the beauty of 
heaven, the glory of — the stars,' shining in the fir- 
mament of heaven ; the rainbow ; very beautiful it 
is in the fulness thereof, it compassetb the heavens 
about with a glorious circle, and the hands of the 
most high have bended it;"^ the earth *^is the 
Lord's, and the fulness thereof ; the world and they 
that dwell therein ;" all sheep and oxen, yea, and 
the beasts of the field ; the fowls of the air and the 
fishes of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through 
the paths of the seas ;" I say, when I contemplate 
the works of God in nature,— the heavens and the 
earth, I feel constrained to say with the inspired 
psalmist, *^ O Lord, how wonderful, how excellent 

* Ecclesiasticusy 4d-*l-*19. Though our wise men and ea« ' 
f le-eyed diviiies have found out-^said the rainbow is formed by 
the reflection of the sun^on fallen rain. But it is still the cove« 
nantf*' the stamp of assurance/* that, ** God would no more de* 
stroy the world by water." Gen. viz. 12. Till that time we 
find the earth was watered by those distilling dewt— dewt of 
which we find so often, beautifuly emblematical, through the 
•utceeding scriptures. 
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Is thy name in all the earth f who hath set thy glory 
above the heavens?" Psal. 8 — 1. 

Nor do I stand alone in the above opinion: 
Among the many who have so elegantly described 
the beauty of the works of God in nature," James 
Hervey (in his " reflections on a flower garden ") 
Is not of the least. On the firmament, In which God 
hath set a tabernacle for the sun, (Psalm, xix. 4) 
« Behold him," saith he « comiiig forth from the 
chambers of the east. See, the clouds, like floating^ 
curtains, are thrown back at his approach. ' With 
what refulgent majesty does he walk abroad ! How 
transcendantly bright is his cotintenance ; shedding 
day, and inexhaustible light through the universe ! 
Is there a scene, though finished by the most elabo- 
rate and costly refinements of art, comparable to 
these illustrious solemnities of opening sunshine? 
Before these all the studied pageantry of the theatre ; 
the glittering economy of an assembly ; or even the 
heightened ornaments of a royal palace, hide their 
diminished heads, and shrink into nothing !" I have 
read of a person so struck with the splendors of this 
noble luminary, that he imagined himself made on 
pvftpose to contemplate its glories. O that chris- 
tians would adopt his persuasion, and transfer it to 
the " sun of righteousness." Thus applied, it would 
cease to be a chimerical notion, and become a most 
important truth : for sure I am, it is the supreme 
happiness of the eternal state! and therefore may 
well be the ruling concern of this present life. — 
" Unto yoo that fear my name shall the sun of righ* 
teonsness arise, with healing in his wings." (MaL 
iv. 2.) Vide p. 103, 104. Hence 
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<^ W« no longer cry oat with restless impatience, 
* where in God my maker ?' for we are allowed to 
contemplate the briglitnesg of his glory and the ex- 
press image of his person, Mn the face of Jesos 
Christ/ Now we no longer enquire" — rather we 
n'eed not ^* no longer enquire, with an unsatisfied 
solicitude * which is the way to b^iss?' because Je- 
sus hath marked the path by his shining example, 
and left us an unerring clue in his holy word. Now 
we have no more reason to proceed with misgiving 
hearts in our journey to eternity, or to ask anxious- 
ly as we go * who will roll away the stone, and open 
thc^ efverlasting doors? who will remove the flaming 
sword, aiid give us admission into the delights of 
paradise?' For it is done, all done by the Captain' 
of our salvation. Sin he has expiated by the unble- 
mished sacrifice of himself. The law he hais fulfill- 
ed by his perfect obedience. The sinner he trans- 
forms by his sanctifying Spirit. In a word, he has 
both presented us with a clear discovery of good 
things to come, and administered to us an abundant 
entrance into the final enjoyment of them/' Ibid. p. 
196. 

But when I contemplate *^ihe beauty of nature'*, 
in the flowery nation — the lilly of the valleys,* — the 

♦ In the Reflections on a flower garden," by the above ele- 
gant writer, James Hervey, i meet with the following passage^ 
beautiftiHy illubtrative of the above subject " Solomon, a pe- 
netrating judge of human nature, knowing how highly manluud 
is charmed with the fine qualities of flowers, has figured out 
the blessed Jesus, that < fairest among ten thousand,* by those 
lovely representatives. He styles him • the rose of Sharon, and 
the lilly of the valley j' (Cant. ii. 1.) like the first, full of delights 

U 



154 



ifdeen of the gay creation, in gracefnlnesa erects its 
majestic fair head;" the rose of Sharon, — its fra- 
grancy, gracefnl shape, and blooming complexion^ 
and the whole tribe of the admired and variegated 
beauties of nature, I anticipate their short duration, 
and almost instant decay ! How vain, bow trancient 
for the imitation of human nature ! to say nothing 
of the hundreds of the beauty of nature " which 
die with the morning dew ! the least proficient in 
^* The studies of nature," alas ! may know, thousands 
there are successively, of the beauties of animated 
nature," (in their gay and rich swaddling clothes) 
which never see, cannot endure one summer day's 
glory ! Like the driven and delicate snow, toached 
by the sun 

• the lustre fades^ 

And weeps itself awiiy. 

When spring appears, when violets blow. 

And shed a rich perfume, 
How soon the fragrance breathes its last. 

How short- liv'd is the bloom. 

and communicable graces ; like the last, exalted in majesty andf 
complete in beauty." (p. 142.) I will add his note, (at foot) at 
least that part of it in english. 

*« By the * lilly of the valleys/ I apprehend, is meant, not the 
flower which commonly passes under that denomination, and 
comparitively mean ; but the grand, majestic garden lilly, 
growing in a rich irriguous soil, where it flourishes in the most 
ample manner, and arrives at the highest perfection. The cir- 
cumstance < of the vallies,* added by. the sacred writer, is signi- 
ficant, not of the species, but of the place. This is, by far, the 
noblest interpretation, and most exactly suited to the spiritusd 
sense, which intimates that the blessed Jesus delights to dwell, 
by the cojnmunicatiouB of his Spirit, in humble hearts.'* 
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fresh in tlie morn, the sommer rope. 

Hangs withered ere 'tis noon« 
We scarce enjoy the balmy gift. 

But mourn the pleasure gone. 

Hervby. 

How impressive and adinonitory are the holy scrip- 
tures on this important subject. " Let the brother 
of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted : but the 
rich in that he is made low : because as the flower 
of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is 
no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it wither- 
etb the grass, afid the flowers thereof falleth, and 
the ^race and the fashion of it perisheth : So also 
shall the rich man fade away in his ways." (Jam. i. 
9—11.) " For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory 
of man as the flower of the grass ! The grass wither- 
eth, and the flower thereof fadeth away : But the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is 
the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you. (1 Pet i. 24,26.) 

I will conclude this subject with one more ex- 
tract from this popular work of James Hervey. 

One cannot forbear reflecting," says he, " in this 
place, on. the two prevailing humour of being fpjad 
and ostentatious of dress. What an abject and mis- 
taken ambition is this ! how unworthy the dignity of 
immortal, and the wisdom of rational beings ! espe- 
cially since the little productions of the earth have 
indisputably the pre-eminence in such outward em- 
bellishments. Go clothe thyself with purple and 
fine linen ; trick thyself up in all the gay attire which 
the shuttle or the needle can furnish ; yet know, to 
the mortification of thy vanity, that the native ele- 
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^fMoe of a common daisy* eclipaef all thte elabo- 
rate finery — Nay, wert thou decked like some illus- 
trious princess on her coronation day, in all the 
splendour of royal apparel, — couldst thou equal even 
Solomon in the height of his magnificence (Mat. vi. 
29.) and glory ; yet would the meanest among the 
flowery populace outshine thee. Every discerning 
eye would give the preference to these beauties of 
the ground" — (' stars of earth,' Cowley.) **Scorn then 
to borrow thy recommendations from a neat dispo- 
sition of threads, and a curious arrangement of co- 
lours ! assume a becoming greatness of temper. Let 
thy endowments be of the immortal kind. Study 
to be all-glorious within. In this manner be arrayed^ 
be beautified, and thou wilt not find^a rival in the 
feathers of a peacock, or the foliation of a tulip. 
These will exalt thee far above the low pretentions 
of lace and embr9idery ; these will prepare thee to 
stand in the beatific presence, and to take thyt seat 
among the angels of light." (ibid. p. 137 — 139.) 

* And the common butter-cup too— -the well known "flower 
of the grass/* which perish more speedily than the grass itself $ 
and with which the inspired penmen deigned to compare the 
greatness of human nature I and with the poet, (Prior) if 1 may 
be flowed to make a slight transposition, 

^** With confessed magnificeDce deride 
Our (rich*) attire, and (potency!) of pride 1" 

E. W. 

* In the original mean. t Ihid. impotence. 

. t 1 perceive this very learned author use the singular num- 
ber in his address to (or animadversions on) Women ! At any 
r^te, 1 should presume he could not object to the quaker*8 stile 
of address, if he might to their orthodoxy, or other religioot 
scruples. 
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I am liware this doctrine^ (like my remftrlU' M 
the arts and the iibi^ces) will not suit the admirers 
o/f certain great statesmen, counsellors and olivines,' 
who not only think and believe, but assert that ^'the 
splendour of the sf ate, and those ornaments, are ei-^ 
]^enses that Englishmen wHI least of all be disposed 
to gru4ge. It is impossible to suppose, thafa great 
and dignified country can be maintained, with a^IF 
those eminent stations, and with all that is necessarjl 
to support the great fabric of society, without that 
which gives dignity and Illustration to human life 7 
Ithd perhaps nothing less exhausts the resources of 
agnation, th&h such expedses, because they tend td 
ti^Biie emulation, add t& the encouragement of th€f 
arts knd sciences,- to the advancement of the manu- 
falctiires, aiid to the viairious reciprocations of ha«f 
tilflin life, ill a country lifted up by its trade, add 
bl^sifed by the most extensive commerce." 

' It may not, perhaps^ be safe to differ from toeH 
gi%at nam^s, and high charact^if^, btit I find myself 
tiiider^he htefcessity, ' not frdin' any affe^^^ of n^ 
velty,not frotn any fondn^ for di^pUtation,*btit frolttj 
a disinterest regard to truth, I myself compell* 

ed to vindieater the 'Mmplicity and .moderation of thii 

- ' /. # / ' • • . ■ ' . . - . » 

* That a divine— -a teacher of the gospel of Jesus, sjio'ul^ 
lissert from the king's daugbtefs^ spokeil of"t)y the psalniisffy*^ 
fh^in <«the ▼iirtubiHf- woman in the ]»rov^rbiii'\.fir<Hhf Bezaeal^ 
Ahoiiab* ^nd, ip^herp..b^ng filled, with wisdom, ^^nd j^l^ad^ 
tha^.*' splendid ^ttire.and rich ornaments^'* as.beinsr ** the dailj 
f^mpioy. and comfortable support of multitudes, is^ wBltt I 
^kveir should exip€ct\ but ^h'at 1 c6uld as easily i^fute. ' Jatote 
FbMyce, umbtis tofjroung wottien,. p. Si*-^^ vol. L ' ( 



ipoipei af JesuA Christ* How hr the laft extract 
ilKiay agree with the sentiments and doctrio^es laid 
down by the forementioned divines ; or whether 4^ 
does not savour inore, the wretched prop — that 
doctrine of expediency," and utility/' the fol« 
lowin^r extract will explain my meaning. Tber^ 
is DO fault," says a judicious critic, (under the signa* 
fiupe ^ Unus,' on the elaborate essay of The Priacl- 
l^lea of Population,.') ^ with which I feel myself tq> 
^Te more right to quarrel, than the author's evident 
ftd^tion of the principles of expediency ; a principle^ 
^bicht under favour of the .fertility of human cor^^ 
9i»p4iou, threatens. to make far more extravagant i^>» 
¥|Aces,. and to be attended wUb ffi^K more terrm^ 
coDsequeiH»s in the moral world, than the. prioci* 
pleBof population in the natura]^./ .Efpediencj^ .^t 
|^til{ty as.the fpund^t^R of morals^ |i| as q\d a syiftfll^ 
as atheism, and its^tural produce. It jtia^ been , re) 
Tired in uiodem times, by a work of Hume, as insane 
pid s^i^troqtii^f in its whole texture, as.aoy book 
Wl4ob eyjeir pret?ended,to philosophical discus^iQ^i^^ 
sMbPVg^ probably^ not undeseryii^g of the eulogiuiy) 
|lfsf^ow^,upfiQP it by; himself, of beioj^, of all his pert 
Cp^lBaqc^s^ incf>mparably the. best^ c /f"^; system hai^ 
wise b^n adiopt^, much impi^05e4Aa.nd rcQ^^I^ 
ed far more popular, by Dr. Paley, although that 
^ble. writer has friends who deny that he makes ^e< 
Bsral expediently the supreme rule., of human dutyj^ 
MnA eOntend tbst be assigns it only a collateral pf\ 
stiborditiiite place. ' Certain, bow<erer|' it is, at leajieft 
^s/n^r as ^anbe judged by tbe present work, thd^ 
t)lt,:prin€iple in its genuine sqpife,, luU the a^thctr'^lf 
Ibe essay for a.pateon." . Witjbk resped. to iBg«t ,«rdv 
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vocateil of the system of utility, this is a questioa 
easily settled. Nothing can be more evident than 
that the happiness to which they have respect, is the 
happiness of this world alone. But is this the true, 
is it the whole happiness of man ? And can any sys- 
tem, which does not embrace the future as well as 
the present, the spiritual as well as the sensitive 
happiness of spiritual and immortal being:s, be con* 
sidered as a system of general utility, or as promot- 
ing the happiness of man in the greatest possible de- 
gree ? &c. Vide Christian Observer, p. 539. vol, 4, 

However, as it respeotd ^* the inconsistency of 
practices " of some, and the vain fashions and cus- 
toms of the world, I am happy to find, there have 
been a few in all ages (besides your society) that 
were fully persuaded, " a white staff or " the gold 
sticky^ will not help the lame and gouty feet to walk, 
better than a cane ; nor " a blue ribbon " bind up a 
wound so well as a fillet ; " the glittering of goldy^ 
or " a diamondy^ will but hurt sore eyes ; and an 
aching head will be no more eased by wearing a 
crown^^ than a common night-cap. Health is that 
staple commodity, for which some few think it worth 
while to sacrifice those transient satisfactions, — those 
insignificant pretties, — those lying vanities of life," 
to enjoy its superior benefits. Thus thought the an- 
cient philosophers, and wise sages, Plato, Seneca, 
and others. Thus thought the primitive fathers, as 
well as the above-cited very learned, pious, and late 
writers. See also the preceding extracts and re- 
marks on this important subject, p. 86 to 110, &c. 



I aaust (thoug;h with much reluctance) think of 
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coming to a conclusion of these interesting, — beauties 
of nature^ though necessarily etibjecte of scruples of 
consciences. Should any one be led, from the fore- 
going extracts and remarks, to take up^n themselves 
their " baptismal vow," to " renounce the devil and 
all his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world — should be led to forsake " the vain and 
frivolous " — " the worthless concerns " and occupa- 
tions of life, — take the patriarchs, the prophets, and 
disciples of Jesus Christ for thy Example! Yea, 
Christ himself, the leader, guide, and captain of our 
salvation ! May such a one have Abraham's faith, 
in Abraham's trial ! Give up a beloved and only 
eon ! Cut off a right arm, and pluck out a right eye, 
(to use this figure,) if such stand in the way ! Con- 
fide in the gracious words of Christ, as you would 
in any earthly king ! Remember, when the suffer- 
ing disciples of Christ said unto him, " Behold, we 
have forsaken alF, and followed thee ; what shall we 
have?" (Matt, xix.) he gave them their answer, 
verse 28, and adds, " Every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sister, or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, 
shall recive an hundred fold," in this wo*rld, and 
shall inherit everiasting life." (verse 29.) Selah.* 
To which, I think, I may put my seal and sign^ (if 
not to the full extent) " proved and tried ;" at least, 
may say, " So be it.'* 

* Selab, (Hebrew,) " a word often used in the book of psalms^ 
and three times in th^ prayer of Habakkuk, ill. d. 9. 13. Com- 
mentators are not agreed about its use or meaning. Some cob* 
aider it as a note of music, others as a mark of attention or em- 
phasis ; others take it for a name of the Deity ; and others con- 
sider it as synonimous with amen, (Vide Art. Encycjmpen) 
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The advice of a primitive, worthy friend may 
have its use in this matter. *f Choose God's trades " 
(said he) before men's. Adam was a gardener, 
Cain a plowman, and Abel a grazier, or shepherd," 
(and so were king David, Cyrus, and many worthies 
since.) "These began with the world, and hare 
least of snare, and most of use. When Cain became a 
murderer, as a witty man* said, he turned a builder 
of cities, and quitted his husbandry. Mechanics, as 
handicrafts, are also commendable ; but they are 
but a second brood : — If grace employ you not, let 
nature and useful arts ; but avbid curiosity there 
also, for it devours much time to no profit. I have 
seen a ceiling of a room that cost half as much as 
the house, — a folly, and a sin too." (Vide Fruits of 
a Father's Love, being the advice of William Penn 
to his Children, &c. sec. 18, p. 20. 

Neither are we without precedents or examples 
of later date. I must admit, that the world are not 
wholly satisfied with the conduct of modern friends 
on this subject ; being frequently charged with the 
exercise of improper callings, or occupations incon- 
sistent with the principles they profess : and though 
other people found in the same trades, are seldom 
noticed as doing wrong, yet, where men are " set as a 
light upon a hill," blemishes will be discovered in 
them, which will be overlooked among them who 
walk in the vale below. 1 wish you, my dear friends, 
stood clear of this censure of the world ! — " the mO" 
ney-getting spirit /" 

* Cowley, in his works on agriculture. 
W 
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The task, however, to point the standat^, or Ax 
Qpon the limits of what trade or occupation is con- 
sistent with christian principles, may not be so in- 
tricate," nor lead into such a " labyrinth," out of 
which there would be no clue to guide us, as some 
people may imagine. Your esteemed advocate,r 
Thomas Ciarkson, has laid down ihte^ proposl^ 
tions, which," says he, will probably not be deni* 
ed; and which, if admitted, will assist us in the 
determination of the queries before us. The first of 
these is, "that no member of this" (your) " society 
can be concerned in the sale of a thing which is 
evil in itself. SeconeUy^ that he cannot encourage 
the sale of an article, which he knows to be essential 
or very generally, that is, in seven cases out of tea, 
productive of evil. And thirdly^ tliat he cannot sell 
things which he has discarded from his own use, if 
he has discarded them on a belief that they are spe- 
cifically forbidden by Christianity, or that they are 
morally Injurious to the human mind«" Vide pot^ 
traiture ef Quakerism, p» 70. vol. \l. 

t believe your society has not discarded " from 
their "own use," plain silver utensils; but if the 
above proposition be acknowledged, they will give 
ample latitude for the condemnation of many branch-^ 
es of trade, as well as articles for use. " A Quaker 
silversmith" cannot sell " plain articles for use," any 
more than a Quaker tailor," who follows, as he is 
ordered, all the various fashions of the world ; or, 
a Quaker hatter, who famishes the gold and silver 
lace," (for servants) "and military hat?,'* &c. Are not 
" plain silver " utensils costly furniture ? (if not ap- 
parel) and is it not " in seven cases out of ten," 
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through the ^Huatof the eye;* and "pnVfe of life'* 
that plain silver" articles are used And is not 
pride " a moral evil yea, and a sin too ? 

* A certain pious reformer, (though not of your vociety-* 
John Wesley) if L am informed right, " discarded from his own 
use,** table, plain silver spoons, &c. James Hervey, (his compe- 
titor) in his Aspasio Vindicated,** (rather himself under that 
signature) from the censure of John Wesley, (in a note, p. 
Let. 10.) says, that Wesley may not suspect I am pleading 
for self-indulgence, I will give him my word that I have never 
wore my silver buckles since I was in mourning for** ( a person 
called) his royal highness. Neither shall 1 have one uneasy 
thought if I never pat them on again.** Query, was James 
Hervey aware that the putting on black ^* mourning*** was the 
eflfects of pride, superstition, and at least as sinful as wearing 
and using plain silver articles ?** 

That the reader may decide for himself, 1 will transcribe that 
part of the paragraph from whence the note was made. Wes- 
ley had said in his ''Remarks on Theron and Aspasio,** that 
"in all things, 1 perceive you*' (Hervey) "are too favourable, 
lK>th to the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eye.** " I 
rather think,** says Hervey " Wesley is too cenaorious of others 
and too indulgent to himself. Why may not Theron wear his 
rich embossed gold watch, and his lady use her golden buckles, 
set with diamonds, as well as you and 1 wear a silver buckle, or 
make use of our silver watch ? Why may not an earl or a coun- 
tess put on their robes sumptuous with embroidery, or their 
coronet, glittering with Jewels, as inoflfensively as you and 1 put 
on a beaver hat^ or trail after us a prunella gown } There is no 
necessity for this our spruceness. A fustian jacket would keep 
our backs warm, and a flannel cap our heads, as well as more 
costly array. Methinks, therefore, we should abstain from all 
needless finery in our dress, or else forbear to censure it in 
others.** 1 desire not to take off* the force of this argument, by 
any remarks of my own. 1 will only add, if this does not carry 
with it its own refutation of the " inconsistency of practices** of 
•••• their own, the solution, 1 think the reader may find in the 
preceded extracts of this celebrated writer.— 

I cannot help expressing here my belief, that the chiefs and 
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It is acknowledged that your society " rejects 
all ornaments, because they are specifically con- 
demned by Christianity." Verily then, if the chris- 
tian religion positively condemns " the use of them 
in one, it condemns the use of them in another : 
and how can any one professing this religion, sell 
that, the use of which he believes to have been for- 
bidden? And if your society has rejected the use 
of all vain and superfluous ornaments, upon this 
principle, truly as this worthy author observes, you 
aire bound as christians to refuse to sell them to 
others." — " Christian love, and the christian obliga- 
tion, to * do as we would wish to be done by,' posi- 
tively enjoins this conduct. For no man consistent- 
ly with this divine law and obligation, can sow the 
seeds of moral disease in his neighbour's mind." 
(ibid. p. 70, 71. vol. II.) And lastly. 

Now as it respects precedents of later date, who 
have been led to lay aside their vain occupations, 

princesses (at Karass) in Tartary, are as happy io the use, a;id 
think as highly of their *' neat wooden bowls and tea-cups, as 
any can be with gold, silver, and fine china. Equally happy, 
also, I think, were my own countrymen, when they were served 
up in wooden trenchers^ And it is said, in all those called 
gentlemen*s families, ^n officer called a trsncher-scraper, (for 
they were not to be washed) was kept for that purpose only:*' 
and that there were very few families had pewter, ( and theirs 
were only dishes, and but few of them) which was only used on 
high days and holidays, and were admired (by the whole coun- 
try) as an unusual piece of magnificence." Vide extract from 
a Letter of the dutchess of Northumberland to Mr. Lindsey, 
written at Alnwick, about the year 1758. Such is tlie increase 
of pride and luxury of this ** enlightened'' nineteenth century, 
that these days of simplicity and moderation seem to have no 
place. 
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trade, &c. I know of none more worthy of imita- 
tion than some (" convinced ") members of your so- 
ciety. First I observe (in the words of tlie above 
worthy Thomas Clarkson) that "their noble prac- 
tice of bearing testimony against the corrupt max- 
ims, customs, fashions, and wild uproar of birth-days, 
rejoicing days,* and such like, may be considered 
the boldest attempt to stem the torrent of immorali- 
ty and vice, as ever graced the christian world. And 
though they may subject themselves, as it were, to 
living martyrdom, the good effects is undeniable* 
It recalls first principles to their minds. It keeps in 
their remembrance the religious rights of man. And 
their patience and courage teaches others to reason 
upon principles." Vide portraiture of Quakerism^ 
and p. 197. vol. Ill: 

And well may T. Clarkson lament that " It is a 
great pity, that as professing christians, we (includ- 
ing himself) should not mor^ of us incorporate 
this noble principle individually into our religion. 
We concur, unquestionably, in customs, through the 
fear of being reputed singular, of which our hearts 
do not always approve, though nothing is more 
true than that a christian is expected to be singular, 
with respect to the corruptions of the world. What 

* Alas, with a mixture of sorrow and nhame do I now say i^I 
many are the times in which 1 have been engaged in much la- 
boar and expense to make, and* to entertain a gaping multitude 
with, a display of fire^orks^ on those (falsely called) "rejoicing 
days!** Whereas* on the contrary, it was more to gratify my 
natural propensities,— the iove of fame, and to participate 
in (what are also falsely called) " innocent amusements !** But 
1 am firmly convinced that such pleasures and pastimes are the 
greatest of ? anitiet, and sins too. 
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an immensity of g^d would be done, if, in cases of 
persons, choosing rather to suffer than to temporize, 
were so numerous as to attract the general notice 
of men ! Would not every case of suffering operate 
as one of the most forcible lessons that could be gi- 
ren, to those who should see it? And how long 
would that infamous system have to live, which 
makes a distinction between political expediency 
and moral evil ?" Ibid. chap. v. p. 197, 198. vol. S. 
Instances of noble sufferings — ^genuine Quakerism 
(Christianity) will always produce. (Whose cou- 
rage and patience keep pace with their piety.) No 
true Quaker will remain in any occupation which 
he believes it improper to pursue. In the early 
times of. their institution," we find " Gilbert Lacy, 
was one of those who bore his public testimony 
against them. Though he was only a tailor, he was 
known and highly spoken of by king James II." 

From Gilbert Lacy, I may pass to John Woolman, 
whose general practice was to buy and sell things 
really useful. Things that served chiefly to please 
the vain mind in people, he was not easy to trade 
in ; seldom did it ; and whenever he did, found it 
weaken him as a christian. And from John Wool* 
man I might mention the names of many, and, if 
delicacy did not forbid me, those of individuals now 
living, who relinquished or regulated their callings, 
on an idea that they could not consistently follow 
th^m at all." Trades — " of some he knew who had 
left of business ; and otherwise regulated them ; such 
as a distiller, a bookseller, a furnisher of funerals, a 
silversmith, and other individuals, who have held 
6ther occupations, not usually objectionable by the 
world." Ibid. chap. iv. p. 72, 73. voL II. 
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£utdf all the inconsistency of pra^tices/^ nontf 
appeared to me more glaringly absurd, at ^^ast 
indicate'and savour the latitudlnarian spirit of the 
Hge, than yotir conduct, id a certain particular, in 
the management of Dufiten Street school,^ (at 
Liverpool) I mean that of suffering and allowing the 
children to go to any place of worship (but your 
own) on the first day, called " sabbath day/** 

This school tSy I believe, supported by the volttil<* 
tary contributions of your society, under the f ege^ 
lation and management of a select committee. To 
support an institution of this kind, is, in these awfal 

* On the structure of the school, 1 may say (in the pfanrse 
those of the world) is truly ** Qualierish -y' neat» but plain j 
mean, if not penurious : I mean as it respects the grouad-^oort 
in particular. Whether the health of these poor children, or 
the strength of their little limira may be injured by the cold 
Which must arise from such a floor (bricks) i am not able to imy} 
as many of these poor children (to the disgrace of Engiand be 
it spoken) have been without shoes, (and some without both 
stockings and shoes) they may not be so delicate as the childrea 
of your own society : but 1 would suggest here a litter of straw^ 
ar a hag of taw-dust scattered about in cold and wet weather. 

I shall pass orer the economical (or rather abominable) regu- 
tatton of this school, in giving out the few Articles of wearing 
apparel, 4esigned Ibr the ** Irst d«y*t** ieceocy and comfort ; by 
only observing to defMrive the poor girls of the pleasure of wear- 
ing the whole day^ that coverijdg, of which the great apostle 
says on a certain occasion is a dishonour*' (to be without) ia 
no great mailc of that sympathy (and modesty in this article 1 
allude to) for which yoa are «o characteristic. Most ether cha- 
ritable inatitations give those articles out on the sereath day 
evening. (To say nothing hereof that trifling of time (once a! 
week, and that on the first day) devoted to the instruction of 
Adults, ievMle^asi^is additional < scheme qf dohig good,* is hut,^ 
i believe, ia its infant state.) 
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days of darkness and distress, praise-worthy. But 
I do not see altogether the force or necessity of a 
*• committe " — a combination of the great, the rich, 
and the learned. One would think, to hear talk of 
a committee " to choose officers and sub-officers, or- 
dinate officers to manage a school of children, (or 
adults) and to watch all the various movements of 
all the officers and subordinate officers, &c. that it 
was somewhat like a despotic, monarchial, or repub- 
lican state. A plan of education, and rules syste- 
matic drawn out, might be as easy to manage such 
institutions, as any other common boys' or girls' 
schools. 1 must, however, add here, that the above 
remark is not exclusively designed for Duncan Street 
schooL 

I shall observe first, as an opinion being general- 
ly entertained with regard to the system of education 
(of certain free and adult schools) that of the Lan* 
castrian'* being that of the " Quakers;'* I feel desi- 
rous to transcribe the following passage, of a res- 
pectable member of the society of Friends, from a 
well-timed pamphlet, entitled few Notes on a 
Letter to the archbishops and bishops," &c. &c. viz. 
*^ this Letter proposing at first to review a plan of 
education for the lower orders of the community, 
becomes in its progress the vehicle of as great a load 
as it can be made to bear, of the common-place 
charges against quakerism. A member'*. (though by 
the way, I have generally been given to understand 
that I. L. is a disowned member) of the society of 
friends has sought and obtained high and extensive 
patronage, for certain improvements iii education, 
confessedly of national impQrtance. In giving an 
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account of these he adverts to his religious profes* 
sioD, and introduces some opinions of his own. These 
being considered as the language of the society, are 
deemed a sufficient ground whereon to renew that 
mode of attack, which they who do not know us, 
have often tried upon us ; an , attack by grosSi 
though not perhaps intentional misrepresentation. 

" The plan of education not being dly object, 1 
shall first put it by a few words out of the question* 
It has ^ an importance ' it seems, * that challenges a 
fair appreciation of its merits,' * and demerits very 
well, let it be fair! But alas ! there is ^much good 
mixed with a certain portion of apparent evil,' that 
is to say, * Mr. Lancaster's plan now before the 
public, is the plan of a Quaker.', Hence the appa- 
rent evil for Quakerism, according to the authori" 
ties to which the letter-writer seems to have confined 
his readings is indeed such an apparent error and 
heresy as it must become every good christian to 
wish to see removed.* 

To separate at once the good from the appa^^ 
rent evil, that we may sift the latter by itself, I need 
only say that the plans of Joseph Lancaster are not, 
as the letter writer imagined, the plans of the Qua* 
kers ; nor his schools in any way, now or formerly, 
an object of the attention of that society. He may 
How bring forward, if he has found them, some proofs 
of these facts, which, when be wrote, he certainly 
had not taken the pains to enquire after." (ibid* 
p. 2-4.) 

* Since Joseph Laiicastsr's failure and resignation of l^ui 
X 
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fiearing in mind " a few notes," Ac. by " feccief- 
tas," I W'not afraid to pursue my subjects, consci- 
otiJ^ of my work not becoming " the vehicle of as 
great a load as it can be made to bear of cxmrnon" 
place charges against quakerism." One pa|t of thfa 
Lancastrian system of education, it appears to be 
adopted on the plan of the celebrated Dr. Bell, at 
" the Male Asylum of Madras," of which plan was 
to constitute the boys who had made some progrcrss^ 
in learning, monitors 'or teachers of those whose at- 
tainments were inferior. Such "juvenile assistants," 
I have no doubt, are " more eligible than men for 
under instructors ;" and of course, of considerable 
saving to charity schools. 

In the wordd of a very intelligent writer, (in the 
Natiotial Register) I need only say, "the public have 
been so long, I may almost say, satiated with argu- 

tutolrship and superin tendance, this school (or method of in- 
ttrnction) is, I believe called *'the British system of education.** 
What loss the Parent Institution may sustain by thi» change, 
time only will tell : but we are assured that "the inventor had 
elevated himself to an unnatural height** A pound a day/* 
was, I think, a very handsome remuneration 1** vide the speech 
6t the celebrated philantrophist, the late Whitbread, at the 
itteeting of th^ Litacastriiin Im^titUtion, 11th month, 10th, 1819^ 

This, however, put me in mind of the late ''imperial decree,*^ 
fts it is (was) called, by the ex-emperor, Bonaparte, which he 
issued on the subject of education, intended to consolidate and 
perfect the vanons incomplete institutions which have risen up 
under the successive governments that have lived their short 
hour in France. On this decree, which consists of 144 articles, 
and forms an elaborate and minutely organized system, all the 
schools, acadamies, or colleges of jPrance are connected toge- 
th'^r, aftd (brm the uHitersity:' The editors of the Christian 
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ments, pro and cm, respectiog the Rev. Br. Bell/* 
8o called, and ^^Mr. Lancasteri each of them 90 
highly meritorious in their respective labours, ih^t 
their name never ought to be brought in contaioit, 
but in cases of unavoidable necessitj ; but uo such 
delicacy is necessary with regard to their schools p 
these ought, and ever must be open to comparisoii 
and animadversion. But observe, although { 9%f 
schools, there is but one system, and that iudis|pMr 
tably owes its origin to Dr. Bell, that wbiel^ I^Aii* 
CHASTER is pleased to call hisy being bat ja seconA 
edition of the Madras system, tricked out with |i 
"string of puerilities, vulgar as barbarous, aa4 uov 
no less ostentatiously than falsely ushered into the 
world, under the glittering title of * The Royal JLan* 
eastrmn System.' Royal " — it seems it may be, 
since it.;cannot be denied that our excellent sove- 
reign," he says, was inadvertently drawn in to 
honour Mr. Lancaster with his patronage ; but as tp 

Observer thiM boldly ezereises tfieir judical tuthority— Sineji 
is tbe general organization of this gigantic establishjaent, ihin 
tremendous instrument of good and evil, by which the educa- 
tion of the rising race is wholly monopolized by the state. What 
is said on the subject of educating the lower orders, is vague 
and indetermioate ; and doubtless one object of Bopaparte, ^ 
thus acquiring the complete {sovereignty over the minds as \y^l 
as the bodies of his subjects, is, to have it in his po\i^er to with- 
hold from them all knowledge which will hot tend to mould 
them to his will. So much is it the object of this aystem to diB- 
4troy the free exercise of individual judgemept, find to x^rodiif e 
a slavish uniformity of opinion, that it is m^L^e criminal to ii|ie 
in school any book, even a primer, which has not been saiib- 
tioned by the sign-manual of the emperf>r/' (vide Lit. and Pl^il- 
Intel. p. 27«, 273. vol. VU.) Thus much for this (oucfi) 
zen,'* first consul, and ** renovator of the world ** lover of Ik 
berty and literature/' and ** star ito 8^1 jiittiops." £. W^. 
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the system itself, it ever was, still is, and ever will 
remain that of its inventor, Dr. Bell."* That these 
two great philantropists should differ as widely as 
their profession or denomination, I have no doubt 
on my mind ; but as their schools are open for com- 
]^rison," any one hath a right, it appears, to exa- 
mine their merits. Reviewers have devoted their 
criticism — the daily prints have been made the me- 
dium of discussion," and the advocates of Bell's sys- 
tem appear determined on a victory over Lancaster, 
by what is called writing a man down." Yes, 
Bell's partizans seem to have outstripped all former 
supporters of paradoxical assertions !" 

Whoever wishes to obtain more information, or 
" a clear view of the comparative merits of the two 
systems," may, perhaps, be ^Uy satisfied iy perusing 
an " Account " (or a Review) of " a Vindication of 
Lancaster's system of education, from the aspersions 
of professor Marsh ;" or in the quarterly British 
Anti-jacobin Review, &c. I shall only make the 
following observation from the Baptists' Magazine 
for 4tb month, 1812. (p. 174—176.) " We certainly 
do live in an age of ej^traordinaries. Astonishing 
discoveries are constantly pressing upon our atten- 
tion, from every branch of science : things that were 
wont to be regarded as the very elements of nature^ 
have been decomposedy and proved to be compounds 
of materials never suspected to have existence to- 
gether, till this discovering age detected their coali- 
tion." If any of our pious forefathers imagined 
that no improvement could take place in the first 



^ No. 337, for the 7th montb, ISIS, p. 490, 431. 
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principles io these important branches of human 
science, they would have stood correct immediately, 
on being introduced to some learned professor^^^ or . 
some keen-eyed critics of the present day. 

To say nothing of the variety of contradictions 
and extraordinary opinions respecting the educa- 
tion of the poor," neither any thing about the differ- ' 
ence of the expenses for instruction, on the plan of 
these two great schools ; perhaps they may be near- 
ly equal, the true question, in many hundred instan- 
ces is, and will be, shall the poor receive any in- 
struction or none ? — upon the system of the Lancas- 
trian, or according to that of the Madras, called Dr. 
Bell's ? A plan " falsely and very improperly 
termed national." For it should seem Bell's sys- 
tem, as given to the public by its patrons, rejects aU 
those whose parents are not of the establishment, 
or who cannot conscientiously permit their children 
to be taught to repeat its formularies." And, although 
we find a learned bishop in the west, some time since 
declared his opinion" (on the degree of knowledge 
for the poor) that all this will be best accomplished' 
by giving them no instruction whatsoever — ^ there 
must be an ignorant class to do the drudgery of the 
community " yet the reviewer assures us also the 
aspect of things has changed since the promulga- 
tion of that opinion, and the right reverend prelate 
is become, with other anti-instructionists, a patron 
of Dr. Beir's system of education, for the instruction 
of the poor.** 

But as it respects the ^'inconsistency of conducf 
J allude to at Duncan Street School : would a Me- 
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tfaodist, a Baptist, or an Independent suffer tkeir 
charity children to become " a prey to the wolves,'* 
or beasts of prey — " to be led captive" — or at least 
to go to any place of worship they please, or perhaps 
to none? I say would any of these denominations 
of christians suffer these children to attend a ^^silent 
meeting V 1 believe the contrary. If I am inform* 
ed right, something of this sort would be tha Ian*- 
guage of a Calvinistic Dissenter, to such a child, 
•desirous, perhaps, to exercise liberty of conscience 
in the midst of different praeticesr^instruction.^ 
" My dear, you had better stay where you are, either 
eome wholly (over) to us, or attend wholly where 
you are !" 

Indeed, I do believe, your liberality (or rather, 
tatitudinarian spirit) is not to be paralleled in this 
important matter. This should be the invitation (if 
I was one of the committee) I would hold to all the 
parents (if there be any) of poor <Hiildren. Neigh- 
bour, wilt thou permit us to educate thy child (or 
jchildren) clothe and feed them, and instruct their 
Muls in the nurture and fear of the Lord, after the 
came manner as we do our own ehUdnen — teaching 
them to " worship the God of our fathers ?" &c. If 
such a one should answer in the affirmative, it might 
be well with him ; if in the negative, to such a one 
I would say, go tby ways, conscience fs free, aJObd 
thou art at liberty to do as thou wilt with thine 
\#wn : but oonsi^r^ and mark well what thou doosi. 

But perhaps some of you may urge, that upon my 
phiQ It would be impossible to do one-twentieth part 
•f the gQo4 wbicli yon now (tthiok you) do. Ad- 
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mitted for argtliilent's sake, and that therif is no litf- 
cessity (so small a part you make of "the millions!") 
that you should do more than the other parts ; yet, . 
is it not better that ten souls should be reclaimed 
from the errors of the times, — from darkness inta 
marvellous light, — " light within," than to be acces- 
sary to hundreds going astray, — wandering like 
sheep without a shepherd ? If nothing further was 
required to be done^ than simply teaching reading 
and arithmetic, so far would be praise worthy ; par- 
ticularly if their parents are not able (I wo'n't say 
not willitig) to give it them. But why not feed the 
hungry, and clothe the naked ? Are not these com'* 
mands of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ (not to say 
any thing here of the injunctions and examples of 
his immediate disciples) as powerful and binding 
upon us in the nineteenth century, as it is to preach 
repentance unto salvation ? I know nothing in fa- 
vour of the former (that of simple education) than 
that it takes but little out of the pockets of the 
wealthy, (upon the Lancastrian, or Dr. Bell's plan,) 
and little of the time of those who have little else to 
do! 

You cannot, I think, urge, that you have not the 
necessary means, — " the needful." Yea, I believe 
you can do it (for as many as may be required at^ 
your hands), if that you can be " taking up carriages," 
keeping of horses and dogs," and " laying out hun- 
dreds of pounds on your villas," (and town dwelling 
houses,) " in costly furniture, sofas," &c. &c, what 
can, at least, what ought, to hinder? 

But if all the poor children which you take im* 
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old Big^hring them to the grave ; and hardlf, if ever, 
rooted up. It is this, Above all things endeavour 
to keep company with people above you ; for there 
you rise, as much as you sink with people below. 
When I say company above you, I do not mean with 
regard to their birth ; but with regard to their me- 
rit, and the light in which the world considers 
them."* Was the word merit " understood alike 
by all, in the true sense, this might be well enough : 
but if ^< the world)" the vain and frivolous (though 
not of those called the Beau Monde," or those 
#hich have the lead in courts") those who are 
distinguished for some particular merit, or who 
excel in some particular and valuable art or «ct- 
mcCy^ are to determine, sure I am the true merit " 
which comes through the regenerating word of 
Christ, will be too little regarded 

On the above maxim (I know by awful and un« 
happy elperience) many will easily be mistaken ; 
and in the progress of this refined gradation, the ze- 
nith of every one will be to look above, and if not 
despise, will overlook those whom they thing below 
them. Certainly, it is not the most favourable to 
^promote good neighbourhood," harmony, peace, 
mad unity. Those who are seeking out for what 
the world " calls their betterfty the same are looking 
out for those better or " higher " than themselves ; 
so thus all aspiring, it will be very difficult, if possi- 
ble, for any order of children or men truly to form 
into any ^ocee^j^, or even associate in ^'friendship 
and love." 

3 Vide Clieaterfield*« AdTice to his^ton;* ficc pn eompanyt p.l6 
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But as it respects corporal punisliinent : there M 
another method substituted, if not general, at Dun- 
can Street (or any other) school, it is lamentably 
too common a practice with those who have the in- 
struction and management of children ; I mean that 
not only of turning children out of the room, but 
shutting ihem up in dark or lonely places. 1 wilt 
cite an instance of this — " Fatal effect of terror^* 
which cannot be too much made public. A me- 
lancholy iastance of the dreadful effects of terror 
on the mind of a child, occurred, a short time ago, 
in the neighbourhood of Birmingham. A young 
girl, whose imagination had been filled with the 
frightful spectres that are conjured up by the igno- 
rant, to punish or terrify refractory children^ was 
thrust into a dark hole or closet, by her governess, 
for some offence committed at schooL The poor 
thing continued to scream with the most violent ap- 
prehensions, and when the door was opened to take 
her from this abode of horror, she was lying with 
her face to the ground, in strong convulsions of 
body and mind. The conflict was too powerful for 
her tender reason, and she now exists as one of the 
most miserable objects of human sympathy. Her 
parents and friends, who had anticipated in' duo 
season a full maturity of intellect, see all their hopes' 
blasted — their interesting little favourite is now all 
idiot. Heraldry 

I have often had to bear my testimony against 
this weak and wioked practice, although it hath 

* Vide an interMting Literary and Political Journal, called 
Li¥«rpool Mercnry/' p. ^ toI V. • 
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been with tho^e whom some would consider their 
beUera above them !" I sincerely hope this will 
prove a warning to all those likewise, (may it fall 
into their bands) who, in their gambols and playful 
moments, are very apt and fond of frightening 
others, by sudden starts, and gawkish tricks, &c. 

On the system of corporal punishment, as it con- 
cerns schools, I shall just allude, first to your — ^^the 
great public school of the Quakers, at Ackworth." 
If I am informed right, the rod and the cane " is 
expedient means at the above seminary. This I 
could not hardly have believed, had I it not from 
(culprit) pupil. But if that this school (as well as 
your own houses) are characteristic for quietudCr. 

are taught to rise early in the morning in quiet' 
ness^ to go about their occupations with quietness, 
and to retire in quietness to their beds," <&c. inso- 
much so, that the great practical philantropist, 
John Howardy when at Ackwortb, was so struck 
with the quiet deportment of the children there, that 
he mentions it with approbation (in his work on 
Lazarettos)" I say, this expedient must, I think, be 
too hastily resorted to. One step further, (or rather, 
one argument more) ^^D^ensive^* and I might not 
be surprised to find some of you taking up carnal 
weapons of war!" particularly in case of an inva-^ 
sion, 1 forbear. — 

But perhaps you, my friends, may urge preeeden* 
cy. At least, there may be some colour of one, in 
the " Fruits of a Father's Love, being the advice of 
William Penn to his Children." ^ And, although I 
highly admire this little tract, . and desire to reduoa 
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ti to jpractice in the main, (at least thai paft which 
belongs to my sphere) that I must differ a little from 
him in the passage I am about to Extract. SeOti 
42. (p. 28.) If God give you children, love them with 
wisdom^ correct them with affection, never strike in 
a passion, and suit the corr<3ction to their a^e, as 
Well as fault. Convince them of their error before 
chastise them," (then by the way^ there will be no 
occasion (or propriety) to punish and afflict them) 
and try them ; if they shew remorse before seve- 
rity, never use that but in case of obstinacy or im* 
pertinency. Punish them more by their understand- 
ings^ than the rod ; and ^hew them the folly, shame, 
and undut>fulness of their faults, rather with a 
grieved than an angry countenance ; and you will 
sooner affect their natures, and with a nobler sense, 
than a servile and rude chastisement can produ^^e.'* 

Ah, niy dear friends ! on this principle an appeal 
to " their understandingSy' with a " countenance," 
not only grieved but touched by diuine love^ and in 
the power of the Holy Ghostf I desire always and in 
no other way to correct or admonish and reclaim. I 
trust, and I believe, I hftve experienced a little of 
the eflBcacy of this method of correction* This, I 
know, is a great conflict between nature and grace, 
between vengeance and forbearance : and the natu^ 
> ral man hath not the patience to make the experi- 
ment. I will admit fot argument sake, , that it is 
written — " spare not the rod ;" " the law is a terror 
to evil doers," and such like^ it may be so to some 
children, but that duty or love which is procured by 
terror. Is well known to be found of little value in 

comparison with that which is '^tbe mell^owed," or 

z 
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rather eanctified " production of affection and kinct 
treatment;" resulting from the doctrine of forbear* 
anoe, passive obedience and faith.'K' 

A vey ingenions and pious writer has expressed 
himself, in my opinion, so much to the purpose, 
oo this important subject, and the object is that* 
which every good man must approve, and most cor- 
dially wish success, that I think no apology neces* 
sary, in making a few extracts. Essay on the 
proper mode of conducting charity schools/' 

— *^ It cannot hideed be expected tiutt ordinary 
9ehool-masters, who have no idea of the utiUty. of . 
their profession, beyond the mere art of teaehing 
to read and writer should watch over the. dispoai" 
tion^ of th^ir. charge^ with anxiona care:" — ^**The 
system of the school should be so ordered that 
every scholar may be. perpetually remincled o£ the 
necessity of oonsidering the regttia;tioBof hm temper, 
as au object pepnliarly important If' rewards are 
given, let those which are. appointed for good dj^ 
positions be more numeroua and more v^luaM^ thaa 
those which are granted let hnpcoveaent in learn- 
fag. When puni8kmei^,9M. inflicted, let those^ 
which it may be . necessary, to, administer for bad 
behaviour, be of a more. serious kind, and be inflict* 
ed with far more solemnity, than the chastisement 
appointed for neglect of learning. Ijet the moral 

^ I mtember reading somewhere of one wboeame into high 
totb^tfity; au»d on the cipii sword being preseuted unto him, 
sarcastically obs»erved, here is the sword of justice," (my Laud) 
"but where is the sword of the Spirit?" This also is what I 
diligently wish to enquire and seek after. 



187 



conduct be invariably the chief criterion of praisel; 
mnd the test of praise," " To give efficacy to these 
instructions, it will become necessary that^ marked 
distinction should be always shewn by the superin- 
tendants of the school, to those whose conduct is 
the most excellent. The utmost caution and pru- 
dence, however, must be used in making this distinc* 
tion, that it may not appear to be founded on par* 
tiality or prejudice. The favour shown should 
immediately follow the good conduct, and should 
be extended, indiscriminately, to all^ upon their de- 
i^rving it." And I cannot help adding here, that, 
if this system was acted upon by all those called 
masters and mistresses," towards apprentices, 
journeymen, and others employed by them, it would 
go considerably further, not only to make such 
trustful and obedient, but would go far to reclaim, 
at least greatly stimulate the refractory and disho- 
nest. Again, 

Let some of the lessons taught have expressly tot 
their object the necessity of subduing evil tempers, 
and let that object be so plainly laid down, and so 
forcibly pointed out by the preceptor, that it Cannot 
be mistaken. Let not the false and dangerous mal- 
im, receive any countenance, that a boy's cleverness 
win atone for bis vicf^s. On th^ contrHryj let aH 
possible pains be taken to inculcfate the important 
truth which it is the end of every good School to 
inculcate, that virtue forms the only real excellence 
of character." Does an instance occur among them 
of forward or vicious conduct ? . Let it be urged as 
an indication of that" depravity which we Inherit 
from nature. That depravity may then be traced 
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ter has ditearded from his system of •dooation, 
those general principles of chrbtianky/' which are 
^ esseDtial verities but jronr worthy predeeeseor 
hath fixed" these essential verities, and **Hiade 
the basis of a system of instraction" — ^the principles 
tf Christianity — the only system I know of so likely 
to accomplish the above to great objects." And 
this is disregarded ' also (^^ laid aside") at Dniiean 
Street School ! Well might the Christian Oheerv* 
er," on reriewing the above sys te ss ^ cbristhia 
principles" of Lancaster, say, bis words convey an 
Idea advantageeos to what is contained in the well 
known lines of Pdpe ; who, beca^use be was a poet^ 
conceived, probably, that he could easily settk a 
point in theology — 

*' For modes of faith let graoelew zealots figbt» 
His can't be wrong whose life is in the right/'* 

Those are well known who prefer that system of 
education in which there are no dogmas^* or opi- 
nions of religion, (as though religion was so dan* 
gerous a thing^ that at the same time are advocates 
for that system of knowledge which is necessary in 
a moral (and political) point of view ;" others also, 
not immediately object to opinions^ upon the ground 
that whatever errors are attempted to be engrafted 
with instruction, they are often easily rejected, even 
by the strength of the very knowledge with which 
tiiey are received." And it is also a favourite posi* 

t Vide Lancaster's pamphlet, on^ tlie ^'Improvement of 
t^ucatiooi^ as it respects the industrious classes of the comma- 
iiity," &c. p. S6. 
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tiOB.wlth some of the celebrated pliUosophicai wiit^ 
era (the late Gilbert Wakefield, e. ^.>that to in- 
struct mankind is to fanprove theitvooial coaditions,** 
an instructed man is an improved maUi" Admit-" 
ed for argument sake, but these truths cannot be et« 
tablished — he cannot acquire a habit of thinking/^ 
of examining and comparing those reciprocal , 
obligations which connect him with hie fellow men/^ 
if dogmas of religious- opinions, form no part of thsi 
system of education. All these scmtences or propo* 
sitions I could severaUy and easily refute, i£ time^ 
and the limits of these letters would permit ; but 
which is already carried to an unusual length, i 
most hasten, to consider other equally impoftajil 
subjects. 

But if mere *^ morality" is the knowledge. essetti^ 
tially necessary to happiness," sure I am, the purest 
and best system of morality the world was ever blest 
with, is oemiprised in trae reiigioue dogmas," ami 
to be found in the^ Hoiy Bible. And surely, if chiH^ 
dren (as well as mea) are to judges compare^" and 
*^ condode " for themsdres, it will at least ht neees^ 
sary, that if they are; notallorwed to readaay *^pmrii* 
ctilar church'' history, they, should be aUowdd fi 
read'some history of the prind^pai denemltttioas ^ 
of Christiana," or succinct and genuiae/aooount of 
their original and present constitntioi»» disdpBne, 
&C. It is a moral imposaibilily, I : believe, (I 
«peab by experience) the bumaaintetteet tovemaiu 
in a negative state quiescent as to opinions*' (parti- 
cularly in a country where there is so much and va- 
rious professions, ofr— ); some opinions^ right .of 
wrong, wilt b^-formed by younj^ n^lfidsv^ long befpfo 
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ike anderstandin^ arrives at a state of perfedtion, iit 
order to enable a person to decide for themselves^ 
Happy for them who are enabled to instruct right 
opinions. Bat more on dogmas" and opinions,'' 
forthcoming* 

If that the enlargement of the mind may be re- 
solved into two distinct branches, the improvement 
of the capacity, and the increase of knowledge: — In 
the former, the understanding is principally con« 
cerned, in the latter the memory and if to obtain 
the first the scholar must be taught the art <^ think- 
ing;'' this is "a position," or "dogma*' I do not 
rightly understand, unless our scientific reasoners 
mean, by being " taught and accustomed to observe 
with attention its own ideasy'* from the very know« 
ledge which they have acquired by reading, or ora- 
cular instruction, " it requires at length that readi" 
ness an facility of comparison and arrangement '' 
(which mark the improved mind) is such an art ? 
Otherwise, our own ideas" superscede our instruc- 
tion, and savour that of " immediate revelation. But 
this is such " a dog*ma," which they, I think, will not 
admit. No less one than that of meditation— ^HnweLvd 
light," or " inward retirement, and self-collection," 
so well understood by the ancient people of God ; 
particularly recommended by godly king David, and 
Md the high and divine sanction of our blessed Sa- 
viour when on earth. To say nothing, my friends, 
of your socieiy, of whom it is well known to be a 
^positive" article and injunction. 

With respect to the influence of education In 
general," (to nothing; here about what tl^e in* 
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to say nothing here about what i» called ckuMioal 
education,) I agree with the pious author (N. D.) in 
his " hints on the proper mode of conducting 
charity schools, that it should be rememberedy that 
man is almost universally what he is trained up to 
be ; — rude or polite, ignorant or enlightened, fero- 
cious or gentle. The difference between a fuivage 
New Hollander and a highly polished European, is 
as great as between animals of a distinct specie*. 
By educa^on the most powerful natural passions 
are either suppressed or strengthened. The Spar- 
tans were taught to embrace a life of self-denial,^' 
severe corporal punishment, and Hagelation too ; the 
^'American to endure torture with apathy ; the Gen too 
widow to submit to death on the burning funeral pile 
of her husband with composure! Powerful priaciples, 
in these cases, were early instilled into the mind, 
and strengthened by the force of general opinion, 
they produce effects almost incredible to those who 
have not been similarly trained." (ibid, preceded 
p. 641.) Again — 

Life may be usefully spent, and happily enjoyed 
without learning; but without the due regulation 
of the temper it must be wretched : and it will cer- 
tainly also be, in some degree, injurious to others. 
It is the more necessary to make this remark, be- 
cause it is the great error of the present-day to over- 
rate, in education, accomplishments and talewte,.«nd 
to undervalue what is of infinitely greater momeot. 
Christians may blush to be taught by the ancient 
heathens a useful lesson on this subject. Betii tiie 
Greeks and the Romans, in the best ages of fteir 
Republics, were very little anxieof 4o insimot tbeir 

8 a 
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children in the knowledge of foreign languages, but 
were very solicitous to teach them self-denial^ pa- 
tience^ contentment, contempt of wealth, and pre* 
ference of the public good, to private interest. Thi» 
observation acquires a particular value, when ap- 
plied to the class of persons of whose education we 
are now speaking. It consists of those who are 
destined" (though by the way I do not exactly ap- 
prove of this phrase, destiny and fate) " to labour 
and servitude, and who may, perhaps, have to en- 
counter through life the buffettings of adversity, 
the hardships of poverty, and possibly also, the op- 
pression of power. The learning then, which will 
be a real treasure to them, will be that which teaches 
them to command tkemselvesy to cherish contentment, 
to suffer with fortitude, and to seek such enjoyment 
as will be within their reach, and such as are the 
most substantial, pure, and durable. This is the 
learning which every instructor, who is truly wise, 
will wish to impart to his pupil ; and the school in 
which it is made a principal object to impart it, 
should be valued as a public blessing." (ibid. p. 663, 4) 

But, alas ! here I must take my leave of this va- 
luable writer, and it is with regret I say it, that 
with all due esteem for his pious labour, I shall dif- 
fer with him, as it respects the reading books best 
adapted, and Superintendants best qualified to con- 
vey this important instruction, so as to obtain the 
grand end designed. We shall not differ as to the 
Holy Bible being the first and best book in the 
world ; but on the lessons and system of education 
drawn from it. He appears to me (though 1 know 
nothing of him but by his words) decidedly an ad- 



vocate of those pastoral duties of the ancient cus- 
toms in the church of England," in this matter : and 
beside, the Christian Observer, in a note, p. 543, on 
one of his (N. D.'s) remarks, assures the reader of 
that " It is but a piece of justice due to the excel- 
lent (late) Mrs. H. Moore, to say, that the writer 
principally alludes, in the above paragraph, to one 
of the schools under her patronage." Of course one 
of those, 1 presume, (on the Madras, or Dr. Bell's 
system as it is called,) one whom N. D. considered 
as " conducted upon better principles** than thos^ 
•of " tiie common sort.^ 

If that " self-denial, to cherish contentment, to 
suffer with fortitude," and to seek such enjoyments 
as are " the most substantial, pure, and durable," I 
cannot only help thinking, but most cordially re- 
commend that very valuable work of your ever 
worthy predecessor, William Penn, " No Cross, no 
Crown," as the best adapted, that I know of, in the 
world, now extant, to give efficacy to all the labour 
of instruction — that of reading in particular. And 
truly, 1 also desire it ever to be borne in mind, that 
" we in vain attempt to regulate the temper eflfectu- 
ally, without the powerful aid of religion. Human 
nature is corrupt, and every scheme of reformation, 
which is not expressly built on the assumption of 
the depravity of our nature, will be essentially de- 
fective: every scheme of reformation also, which 
does not depend for success on the grace of God^ 
must necessarily fail."* 

* The above is peculiarly adapted for schools, (who wish t» 
convey religious knowledge,) the style easy and familiar, and 
arranged into chapters, divided into sections, so that any por- 
tion of them may be read and learned with ease. 
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Perhaps some of yoo, my friends, may prefer 
those '^elementary" school-books of an esteemed 
member of the society of Friends, as more eligible, 
being without dogmas," or forced opinions on 
the minds of youth, before they are able to examine 
and decide for themselves :" I mean those of (the 
late) Lindley Murray. That there are many, very 
many good moral lessons in them, I deny not; bat 
it is a lamentable fact, that " the grand morality"-T- 
" the knowledge and love of Christ" — " no cross, no 
crown," is not to be learned in them ! I should 
scarcely believe these books were wrote by one 
called a Quaker," was I not well assured they are. 
I discover in them the spirit of the celebrated philan- 
thropic, the man of Ross," but in vain do I look 
for " the erudition" (the elements) of a Christian 
man ;" much more for the angelical man of " the pri- 
mitive church of Corinth !" 

These admirable school-books," put me in mind 
of " the fellow of whom it was said he bound up St. 
John's Revelations and j^sop's Fables in one vo- 
lume." Whether this was to " shew his squint and 
blasphemous opinion of the apocalypse ;" or whether 
from the great repute of this famous fabulist," who 
was cotemporary with that " wise lawgiver," jSofon, 
about the fiftieth Olympiad ("l^fifth year solemn 

* Tiiese games are said to be the most ancient and most so- 
lemn of ail the festivals of the Greeks ; every fifth year/* or 
*■ to speak with more exactness, after a revolution of four years, 
and in the first month of the fifth year, they began their solemn 
games, and continued for five successive days," &c. v. Art. 
Olympiad, Encyc Xmper, 

The liiiilts of my researches does not inform me whether 
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games.) I cannot tell, but allowing that the Olym- 
pic games have long since fallen into disuse, yet as 
the exploits of our generals and officers in war (to 
say nothing of the modern Olympics, the champions 
of thej^«/«) have been almost idolized^ from the time 
of the Revelation of St. John, together with the high 
esteem this work hath been held in, not only for 
near six hundred years before Christ, but down to 
this enlightened age," the nineteenth century of the 
the Christian era, it will not appear wonderful if 
such a one should have been found heathenish 
enough to look different ways'' at this performance! 

Be this as it may, there is however, at least, in 
the works of Lindley Murray (as it respects ti^ese 
school books) such a mixture of fabulous story and 
nooral and religious truths, which cannot be paral- 
led but in the former. What hath a plain simple 
christian to do with the fictions and studied works of 

iEsop was one of the combatants at these ** religious cercmoniesl** 
But as ** No criminals, nor such as were connected with impiout 
and guilty persons were suffered to present themselves as com- 
batants;** he certainly might, either as a *'sophist^^ or a **phil<H 
sopAer,'* be permitted these " honours'* paid to their gods;" at 
least ''relieve the fatigue** of his mind, in those shady walks 
and groves, (to say nothing about their "beautiful adorning,**) 

However, with respect to the reputation which JEso}^ gained 
by this sort of writing, it is very clear he was not the "inven- 
tor ;** and, however he may have alleviated his hardships and 
servitude, (being a slave,) I think neither he nor the whole 
tribe of fabulons writers, down to the present " enlightened 
nineteenth century,'* has made any "improvement** in tbit 
art ; not in the least "degree/* For proof of which we find a 
fable (and the only one, I think) recorded in the Old Testament, 
1235 B. C. and about 635 years before ^op waj» horPy 
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a mere moralist? — a Gay, a Cotton, a Jago, a Moore, 
Pope ?^ and a hundred more of the same kidney, but 
to review them by the double ordeal," if some will 
so have it. To convey a moral truth under a fiction 
savours too much of that horrible doctrine of ex- 
pediency,'^ or of " doing evil that good may come," 
*^ whose condemnation is just." L. M. might as well 
have made copious extracts from the canons and 
consistory of the established church, or from the 
pope's pontifical, which would afi^ord the scholar 
an immense variety of stories, equally as well coun- 
terfeited, and pass for genuine christian piety and 
virtue. Indeed, the pernicious effects of such " read- 
ing lessons " are much greater than some are aware 
of. It is well known, (1 might add my own expe- 
rience,) that " first impressions on the mind of the 
young general take deep root and are lasting :" and 
nothing short of the purifying fire, — supernatural in- 
struction, — or the Divine illuminating Spirit, can 
alone eradicate. 

Joiham went and stood on the top of mount Geri/im» and lifted 
up his voice, and cried ; '* Harkeu unto me ye men of Shechem» 
that God may hearken unto you. The trees went forth on a 
time to anoint a king over them j and they said unto the olive, 
hc» Judges 9—7* 

Reader, I beseech thee, turn to thy Bible, and see the whole 
chapter. The instruction which this *< fable** is designed to 
convey, was so awfully verified, and the authority so great, that 
it ought to have found a place in all ** elementary school-books,*^ 
as not only a warning to all wicked meu'^uswpers and tyrants, 
but the certain truth of " Qod's retribution/* in kind ! No 
cunning devised fable this, no !— No Winter Tales** for the 
fire side** amusement ! 

• V. «• Introduction to the English Reader** (in prose and 
poetry,) to. didactic and promiscuous pieces, p. 168— 227* 
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1 know it will be expected by some, in passiDg 
condemnation on the works of a man who is not on- 
ly esteemed as a worthy member of the society of 
Friends, but, besides the high encomiums passed on 
these works by dififerent reviews, as compiled by a 
philosopher and a man of taste,"* — " the best ele- 
mentary books for children in the English Ian- 
guage,"t his grammar books also having the strong- 
est recommendation of other respectable writers, as 
to become " entitled to the gratitude of every friend 
to English literature, and to true virtue,"^ I say, it 
may be expected that I should exhibit some clear 
case or two, to make good my allegation. If this is 
not already done, I will cite a passage or two. 

The "English literature," like the "English muse,** 
the works of Lindley Murray, 1 doubt not, may 
rank high ; but they are not the best adapted for the 
christian education of children : and although I am 
no enemy to those indefatigable grovellers and muck- 
worms of the world, yet I dare not so much as to 
compliment the pagan polyphymnia as to think — 

Those hours to trivial cares consigned. 

Thou wilii the fav'ring MUSES may'st employ ; 

Tis they who harmonize the youthful mind. 
And open ey*ry avenue to joy ! 

much less do I think them adapted to move, — 

Bid the freed soul to nobler prospects rise. 
To friendship, harmony, and love. 

• Literary Journal. f Critical Review. 

t Dr. Millefs Retrospect of the eighteenth Ceotury. 
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although the name of Roscoe may stand as the aa-^ 
thor of it. The masef what is it ? Is it the whole 
band and tribe of straggling scribblers, stage-players, 
and political panders, bold adventurers, pharisaical, 
and a few less bigotted teachers and ministers of 
? A pretty collection this, to make " select 
•extracts," either from ancient and modern authors, 
for the use of children," or " for those more advan- 
ced in poetry and years!" (Vol. ii. like volume the 
first.) But allowances must be made in a certain 
measure, for the weaker sex^^^ — a Barbauld, or a 
Trimmer ; yet I do not think the muse," or the li- 
terati, well proportioned, with respect to religious 
dogmas, for the youthful mind : rather it will appear 
a mere "/ancy" of " friendship, harmony, and love.'^ 

But as touching the indefatigable compiler of 
" elegant poetry," " accurate composition," of the 
" principles of literature," Lindley Murray. He 
entirely loses sight of that plain and simple, yet 
bold, manly, and independent spirit, (" conduct 
and conversation,") so scrupulously and religiously 
laid down in your articles, principles and doctrines 
of religion ; I mean as it respects epithets and titles, 
address, &c. 

In his " English Grammar," &c. I find such epi- 
thets and titles as " Doctors " of divinity,* " Sirs," 
« Lords," " Lord Mayor," " the House of Lords !" 
" young noblemen," " young gentleman," " gentle- 
men's houses,"t and such like vain and complimenta' 

• P. 43—131 • 

t . Introdnctiou to the English Reader, &c. p, 104, and many 
other placet. 
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ceremonious titles and address; without the least 
caution or regard to his own profession, or qualified 
censure. But, it should seem, according to this pious 
grammarian, that " a phrase in which the words are 
so connected and dependent, as to admit of no pause 
before the conclusion, necessarily requires the gene* 
five sign at or near the end of the phrase ; as whose 
prerogative is it? The Lord Mayor of London^s au* 
thorityr &c.t This may serve well enough "the 
genetive case," or signs of the gentile worlds those of 
^'profession, property, and authority;^' but it is not 
the property of those who are in possession of the 
gospel, — not authorized by our Divine Lord and 
teacher JESUS CHRIST. A primitive professing 
christian is the last person in the world whom I 
should have thought would have conceded, much 
less made " the excellency of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ " bend to the " taste," caprice, and ambition 
of " elegant literature," — the wisdom of this world* 
I do not accuse this esteemed member of ignorance 
of the writings of your socjety, but I* cannot help 
thinking that poor George Fox's (or who's ever it 
may be) battledore might serve well enough for a 
" whip and a rod" (alluding to the correction of 
children) for the learned of our day, " who value 
themselves on the knowledge of languages," or " the 
delicacies, refinements, and peculiarities of the Eng- 
lish language." 

I observe, with jpain, it is too common with many 
of the primitive as well as the modern writers of 
your society, (the society of Friends,) that wheu 

X English Graininar» p. t45< 
2 B 
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they cite or quote a passage or sentfanent of otber^s 
with titles and epithets annexed, they transcribe 
them jpsrf a» those of fashion and style, — the litera- 
^ ti*' If orld use them ; out of mere compliment, I am 
apprehensive, to modern purity of grammar or 
\jx leaving out any word, and than a£Brm the same 
to l>e theirs, through fear of bein^ accused of clip- 
ping!" But it should be remembered that there is 
great difference between clipping and coining," — 
counterfeiting the genuine truths of the gospel.* 

If this celebrated instructor of yoQth, L. M. ha4 
adopted the old-fashioned way (the common method 
of school-book writers) in this matter, and made a 
judicious marginal note or reference, by way of mo- 
ral application (or critic) on the introduction of eve- 
ry fabulous story, and extract of flattery and com- 
plimentary nature, they might have appeared to the 
youthful mind in a more convincing point of view, 
prevented them from forming wrong ideas, false and 
Jliasty conclusions, and might also have preserved 
inviolably his own peculiar profession. And I can- 
jpot help remarking here, that there is another sen- 
tence or expression in a select piece of one of these 
best elementary books for children," which I can- 
.|uit pass over unnoticed, however humane and cha- 
.ritable m^ht have been the motives of landley Mur- 
ray. It is in a dialogue on the slavery of the ne- 

• Lindley Murray^s ** Power of Religion on the Mind," &c* 
abounds with epithets, titles, and dignitaries, (without comment 
or censure,) and I lament that this error or oversight appears- 
ako in ** Part the Second*' of that valuable work> (and which 1 
have so cordially recommended for religious instruction at 
schools,) of Wqpu Penii's «*No Cross, no Crown.** 
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tgroesy — a family convergation, — ^viz." I adnlire the 
ensibility of your UNCORRUPTED HEARTS, my 
dear children ! (vide Introduction, &c. p» 94.) I do 
not in any wise object to the " indignation" which 
may (and ought in every heart) rise at the recital 
of the African slave-trade, and still less at the slaved 
ry and oppression of my own countrymen ; and how- 
ever willing our children may be to debar themselves 
of the numerous indulgenetes they enjoy — forego any 
indulgence to alleviate their sufferings ; an uncor- 
rupted heart " is an expression which I should have 
thought no true christian — regenerated mother would 
«ay of her children. 

Indeed, this not only contradicts my own expe^ 
rience from my infantile day&r to this present time, 
near forty years of my life, but g^ves the inspired 
penmen the lie direct! Thus saiththe prophet Jere- 
miah, — " The heart is deceitful above all ttiings, and 
desperately wicked within 1 who can know it? (xvil. 
9.) Thus saitfa the great Jiidge and searcher of 
liearts, and who only know^ what's Within, — Oat 
of the heart proceeds evil thoughts, murder^, adul- 
teries, fornications, thefts, false witnesses, blasphe- 
mies !"( Mark, vii. 20, 23.) Henca, from the corrifp^ton of 
the human heart, proceed also drunkenness, swear- 
ing, and abominable lying ! Woe unto you Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the 
outside of the cup and of the platter, but within are 
full ef extortion and excess !" Ac. (Mat. 23—25.) 

'^The angels which are greater in power and 
might, — ^kept not their fii^t estate, but left their'own 
habitations!" — ^if once the fairest sons of light, obr 
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jects of Divine approbation and complacence, and 
were reckoned as morning stars, and perhaps were 
the fairest creatures that God ever created, have fal- 
leu, surely all the sons and daughters of their fallen 
parent Adam^ may be corrupted. I cannot help 
thinking it might have been better for the youth — 
the rising generation, if that this family con versa* 
tion, this spiirious offspring, at least, could have been 
buried with its origiual author — Wakefield. 

The church of England, as by law established, 
' my mother-church, taught me original or birth-sin, 
the corruption of ALL human hearts. One of her 
thirty-nine articles runs thus : Original sin stand- 
etb not in the following Adam, (as the pelagians do 
vainly talk,) but it is the FAULT and CORRUP- 
TION of the nature of EVERT man that naturally 
is engendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby 
man is very far gone from original righteousness, 
and is of his own nature inclined to evil , so that the 
flesh lusteth contrary to the Spirit; and therefore in 
every person born into the world, deserveth God's 
WRATH and DAMNATION !" (Art. ix.) What 
thinkest thou, reader, of the uncorrupted heart of 
children?* 

* Tbat the rigid manner in which the ancient puritans held 
this doctrine, as well as a few of a puritanical spirit in subsequent 
ages, has now, for the most part, ceased, is most certain. I 
really do not much admire either the piety or the benignity «f 
the following observation of that popular writer, Paley, on the 
pleasures of very young children, (who discern chieflly only the 
benevolence of the Deity,) that the pleasures of grown-up per- 
sons may be reckoned partly of their own procuring, but those 
of a healthy infant are so manifestly provided for it by another, 
Sftd the benevolence of the provision is so unquestionable, th»t 



205 

Hence, from " the, head of the church" — the king 
on his throne, to the peasant in his hovel, there can 
be no uncorrupted hearts." I have documents in 
an abundance, to prove here, were it necessary, this 
fundamental proposition, or article of belief. Enough 
in our Journals, Debates, and other publications, is 
already before the public. I shall only add the tes- 
timony of one of the members of " the church of 
England," (as by' law established,) one of " the 
greatest ornaments it ever produced," the lately de- 
parted Hannah More. In her work entitled, Hints 
towards forming the character of a young Princess;" 
after giving an exposition of the manner in which 
faith influences the conduct, she proceeds to state 
the doctrine of human corruption as follows ; " ex- 
actly as the malady is felt, will the remedy be valued; 
and, therefore no instruction can be more indispen- 
sably necessary for the royal pupil, than that which 
tends to impress on her mind, that in this ^he stands 
on a level with the meanest of her fellow creatures. 

every child I see at its sport affords to my mind a kind of sensi- 
ble evidence of the finger of God, and of the disposition which 
directs it 1'* Rather 

With another, and " a very pious writer," 1 concur, who ex- 
presses himself, in my opinion, more to the purpose, *' How ex- 
cessively foolish are the plays of children— how vain, foppish* 
and frothy, the joys of young people; without fear of being con- 
tradicted, I aver, that the yonng of those brutes, which are 
stupid to a proverb, know their dams and follow them, whilst 
infants are months without taking any particular notice of their 
parents, and without being able, I shall not say, to follow them» 
but even to stand upon their tottering' legs." (Vide Christiaki 
Observer's review of Burder's sermon on lawful amusementt ; 
a letter to the Rev. George Burder, &c, p. SOTy vol. 4.) 

But I might add not only my own exjperiencei and of my own 
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Thai from the natural corruption of every human 
hearty whatever amiable qualities the individual may 
possess, he carries about with him a root of bitter- 
nessy which, if not counteracted by the above means, 
(faith,) will spread itself through the whole soul, 
disfigure the character, and disorder the life 1" (vol. 
I. p. 226, 226.) 

I acknowledge, I am now entering upon the old 
question — the origin of moral evil a question, no 
doubt, coeval, or nearly so, with moral evil itself 
but I am not one of those who think it will, In all 
likelihood, descend to the latest posterity, with all 
its dilSculties on its head/' Whether the nature of 
siUy" or " that which constitutes sin," is essential 
or not essential,'* " positive," or " accidental," " de- 
fective or privative," <&c. I will leave to our modern 
oietaphysicians, who delight in deep and dark sub- 
jects, who darken counsels without wisdom." 

There are a host of writers who challenge all the 

children, bat many others, to prove the corruption of the bomatt 
heart of children by their practices^ as well pastimes. That 
sin as well as gracct is progressiTe, I deny not : the child that 
bas been religiously brought up does not turn irreligious and 
profane all at once, any more than the swearer, the liar, the 
drunkard, the thief, and the murderer become notorious all at 
once. But I did— do we not find that children (as the prophet 
aaith) Ab soon as they are born they go astray, and as soon 
a» they speak they speak lies?" To be prood of their apparel, 
to seek revenge, to torture little insects, flies, frc^, &c. do mis- 
chief 3 they are not teachable (only by bad examples^ catching 
the toayward habitSt') but are self taught,, self- raised !** One 
would think the irritation and irritability of temper discovered 
in infancy, but grows up and continues with most, till worn 
out by old age and infirmities, wer^ enough to establish the doc- 
trine of ioL»red corruption,** the depravity of the human heart. 
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divines in the world to prove ** Original sin !" (in- 
bred corruption.) To say nothing here of 'Hhe abet- 
tors of french regicides, disciples of the infamoaa 
Paine, converts of the absurd and blasphemous God- 
win (nor those that have arrived at the half-way 
house of infidelity — the celebrated unitarian, the 
late Belsham^ and the Roman Catholic champion of 
the Hebrew language, Geddes.) It might suffice to 
notice a Dr. Gleig, who has attempted to reduce to 
insig-nificance a primary and fundamental tenet of 
Christianity — original siriy or inbred corruption. Of 
the same kidney is the' author (a scotch advocate) 
of the principles of moral science, Robert Forsyth« 
The main feature of which work is, that it confounda 
the intellectual with the moral qualities, and boldly 
asserts, with a multitude of necessitarians, that there 
18 no morcU evil in the sight of God ! Truly, it might 
foe utterly superfluous to contrast the sentiments of 
Forsyth, on the subject of religion, with those of the 
New Testament ; but the infinite difference between 

What could induce the late great champion of rtform in Parlia' 
ment, (C. J. F.) when a child under six years of age, to break 
his ikUier*8 watch, who in «pite of remonstrance dashed it against 
the floor ? And at another time, while his father was secretary 
at war, having just finished a long dispatch, to " throw the ink 
over the paper ?'* But what does all this prove ? Our offspring, 
even when their minds begin to open, are brutish in their 
knowledge^** (Jer. 10.— U.) Born they are, and too long con* 
tinue like the wild as8*s colt. (Job. 11, 12.) " Like the xnUt 
uss^s coltt^ observes the elegant and pious writer J. Uervey, 
which is not only blockish, but stubborn and untractabto ; 
neither possesses valuable qualities by nature, nor will easily 
receive them by diacipUne. The image in the original is yet 
more strongly touched. The comparative particle like is not in 
the Hebrew \ barn a mid ass's colt ; or as we say id eogliffb, s 
mm wild, &c. Dia. Id. p. 194. 
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between this new philosophy and the christian reli- 
gion, drew from the Christian Observer the following* 
judicious remark : How totally must Christianity 
be disbelieved, or how strangely perverted by a phi- 
losopher who teaches us, that there is no such thing 
as moral demerit in the eyes of the Supreme Being ; 
that the Deity is not infinitely benevolent ; that 
prayer is absurd; that there is no 'judgment to 
come ;' and that it may be questioned whether there 
be any created existence superior to the human 
race !" " Forsyth professes a respect for the tolerant 
spirit of our religion, and we believe him. Assured- 
ly if he had lived under the Emperor Marcus Anto- 
nius,whom he once or tw ice quotes with approbation, 
and had then evinced as much hostility against pa- 
ganism, as he now discovers against some of the fun- 
damental principles of Christianity, he would have 
been afforded the means of greatly improving big 
intellects, in a combat with lions in the amphithea- 
tre." V, Review of Forsyth's Elements, &c. p. 301. 
vol. 5. 

But I lament, my friends, that there should have 
ever been among your society (to blast your fair 
profession) as abettors and disputers of this great 
fundamental principle of Christianity. That there 
are, and have been such, (of no small note,) not only 
in Ireland, but in England, is certain. Among the 
the former, I think I may reckon a very respectable, 
and once a member, the late William Rathbone, as 
the Narrative of Events clearly sheweth. To say 
nothing here of the weaker sex — Hannah Barnard, 
who hold^ original sin,' original nonsense among 
the latter may be reckoned John Hancock, a man 
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who, not only once a member of the ^society of 
Friends, bnt now (in his apo9tacy) holds with yoa 
those grand fundamentals of religion, that God 
speaks in the hearts of all by his grace and good Spi" 
Tit, illuminating the understanding, and raising up 
the testimony of a pure conscience and " that God 
is worshipped in the dedication of the heart to him, 
in spirit and in truth," not in forms and in ceremo- 
nies ; and that genuine religion consists in the love 
of God, and in the love of our neighbour, as taught 
by Jesus Christ. This man, I say, not only rejects 
the authenticity of the scriptures— ifAc Bible (" the 
mixed volume, from the beginning of Grenesis, to the 
end of the Revelations,") as being of divine original, 
but boldly asserts, that St. Austin was the man 
who invented the doctrine of original sin, and of 
baptism to wipe it away !"* This, surely, very iU 
becomes a (Jeacher) writer, who claims candour and 
truth for his assertions — " Pure, unmixed christiani* 
ty, the holy religion taught by Jesus Christ." (p. 
28.) And it reflects as little credit on the acquired 
talents of his voucher, Robert Robinson, late of 
Cambridge. If Austin had been of profligate man- 
ners in his youth, and he and his son, the offspring 
of an unlawful connexion, were baptized together, 
while it afforded a clue to unravel his motives for 
the propagation of his favourite opinion, water bap^ 
tism; it may hence throw lighten inbred corrup- 
tion," and prove the necessity of ChrisVs Baptism^ 
of the Holy Ghost and of fire." 

From the manner in which 1. H. has treated what 

^ V. ThoDgUts of the abuae of figurative language, &c p. 23, 23. 

2€ 
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he oaiU AUeg;orical doctrine of the fall of man— 
origioal sin," the most dangerous consequences are 
Hkely to result, if that he seriously believes, that it 
gives countenance to man to shift the blame of hi» 
wrong conduct from himself, and to place it to the 
account of his supposed remote ancestors Adam and 
Eve." (ibid. p. 17.) No wonder to find this writer 
rejecting " the atonement " — the imputative righ- 
teousness of Jesus Christ; what he calls the coun- 
tcirpart of the doctrine of original sin,*' as a vain 
" speculation," which, says he, " we may with equal 
ctearness trace both errors to the same source — the 
abuse of figurative language." (p. 24.) 'Seriously, the 
man who rejects the Bible as a rule by which to 
try all controversies," (whatever may be the inter- 
polations, and misiranelaiiona of the scriptures^) I 
am bold to afiirm, never will with " clearness trace " 
trrors to their source. — And I think light of the logi- 
cal deduction of the man, that, because figurative 
language is absurd, " we have no solid ground to 
ascertain what is truth; how is it possible we may, 
with more ease determine what is not truth (ibid, 
p. 3B.) 

I do not, my friends, accuse any one among your 
society of holding such dangerous opinions ; these 
are <^ apostate quakers ;" I merely introduce them to 
guard the reader against the latitudinarian spirit of 
tbos^ which may go under your name, bat khum 
your grand principles of religion. I, for my owo 
part, am perfectly satisfied with the account of ori- 
ginal tin, as contained in the holy scriptures. IBut 
I am not one of those who suppose the total preven- 
tion ojT evil. BiAy be one among those tbiag&.whi^h 
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ftre absolutety impossible ; mach less pleacl for the 
necessity of some degree of evil in the world ! Pei^ 
feet love, perfect charity, and true faith in Jesne 
Christ, would go far to annihilate^ or in oth^r words, 
utterly destroy and put an end to all the moral evQ 
in the worfd. 

The metaphysical and abstract notions of sonni, 
on orig:inal evil, are no less whimsical and ladicroM, 
than they are contrary to scripture : while otheM 
(even tlie ancient sages) appear at a loss, and ac- 
knowledge their inability to account for %ri^ioal or 
inbred corruption. Some attribute nional<:eTit to tte 
planetary domination-, while others altege' Meftis 
and drinks as .the soUrce df evil withiii. ' *'^fiiikt tbe 
seasons of the year may affect the huti^ati mfind^ -1 
deny not: but I do not say that thegenlil current itf£ 
my soul is absolutely frozen by thb blasts of tile 
twelft month, though it hath been somewhat arrest- 
ed in its course : and while I admit, to a certain 
gree, that the summer suns soften into sentimeiit 
and dissolve into sensibility ;" and that " genius is of- 
ten fettered by geography yet* I cannot be ^per- 
suaded that underHianding depends npon th« la- 
ther '••■•^ 

* <<lti8 reported of Milton^ that atceriaia seasons of tbe 

year his poetical powers entirely forsook him ; if we nay beliefe 
Phillips, his vein never happily flowed but from the autumnal 
to the vernal equinox ; this towering genius suffered as severely 
from the heat of a few summer montlis, as a red-breast suflfHs 
from a snow drift Had this boast of Enghuid keeu a nstire 
of Bengal, the ignominious punishment which tradition states 
him to have suffered in Cambridge, would have produced littje 
impression on a skitll so tniserabty spoiled by the' climate^ I 
question whether all the flogging of Asia could have taught him 
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I find a certain foreign writer, John Michael Ba- 
londoufroutslsus, who has not only attempted to 
trace the original, or source of vice and virtue, but 
hag made it his chief employment for many (nine) 
years, to search by experiments ; and by a thousand- 
fold, boldly assert — " I have found that ^ting and 
drinking certain things, with a few other circum- 
.atances in the way of living, are the only causes of 
virtuous and vicious inclinations within us !" v. 
Monthly Epitome, for 1797. p. 107. 

This eectaioly is a most extraordinary coup de 
*main I this not only cuts off all resources and influ- 
.ence of iiiur adversary the devily but also excludes 
Ihe wh^^le .testimony of the holy scriptures ! but will 
j^ot, I am appirehensive,^ any more shew the true 
igpring of bappiness" (the greatest desideratum in 
philosophy) than Solomon Saunter's moral tale, of 
'^'the Twin Brothers." It must be admitted that the 
Mcure indulgence of parental affection, and habits 
of order and domestication, and competent provision 
at all seasons, are circumstances which produce an 
• incalculable sum of positive evil as well as happiness^ 
-b»t for my own part I believe, by experience, that 
aevere distress and want, together with the tyranny 
and oppression of others, is as great or greater cause 
4lf moral evil in the world, as any thing I know of. 
Not that triie happiness is dependant on any or all 
of them, as external caiisesy yet, I cannot help think- 
. ing the testiipQny of Agur, which is left on sacred 
Tecordy ought to have some weight here. In his 

his letters." V. a critical writer (A, B.) ia the Ckri<tiaa Obstr- 
rer, p. 415. vol, ir^ 
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confession of faith and prayer, says, " Two thingg 
have 1 required of thee ; deny me them not before I 
die : remove far from me vanity and lies ; give me 
neither poverty nor riches ; feed me with food con- 
venient for me : lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, 
who is the Lord ? or lest I be poor and steal, and 
take the name of my God in vain !" Prov. c. 80 — 
7—9. 

Again, I cannot go so far as the late celebrated 
Dr. Buchan, that a sound mind depends so much 
upon a healthy body, that while the latter is want- 
ing, the former is rarely to be found ;■ ' I could soon- 
er administer, that the greatest of cordials is 
HOPE though I, for my own part, rather prescribe 
FAITH ; but the great apostle, charity : and by his 
own definition of the latter, hope and faith is implied. 
1 Cor. 14. 

I must confess my ignorance ; I know nothings 
about " the riervous system on which the soul acts 
there may be an infinite diversity, more different than 
the strings and sounds in music, on which a musiciati 
plays ; but I must confess also that it does not ap- 
pear clear to me, that the difference of man's natural 
disposition proceeds from the natural structure' ot 
his body. But if it be true, that we have no ideas 
how the soul exists, or in what manner it came to, be 
joined with the organical matter of the body; there- 
fore, where we have no ideas, we cannot reason at 
all, and consequently our enquiries made after truth 
in such cases, must be fruitless and vain : and that 

* Domestic Medicine, Treatiie on the Patsronv, &c,fcc. p. SM: 
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the discovery of truth depends or propositions 
(oleariy laid down, or self-evident) laid together in 
connection ; therefore, where we have no proposi- 
tion clear, &c. we can discover no truths ; why then, 
X think, it is best to be content with the account of 
original corruption, (liow the soul became tainted 
with sin,) as contained in the holy scriptures : for, 
if mere matter so much bewilder our senses, that 
we cannot even account how it came to pass, that a 
foetus is compressed with marks, from a surprize or 
fright of its mother ; or why persons have not .the 
small pox twice dangerous ;" we must remain in ig:- 
iiorance, if not perplexed without end» and past findh- 
ing out. (v. Locke's Elssay on human understanding, 
p. 297. vol. i. and p. 140. vol. ii.) 

As to the refined speculations of the pre^exi»- 
tence of all souls with Adam in Paradise, &c» is a 
subject I shall not stop to examine now ; it may 
suffice to say here, that I believe God breathed 
Ipto man, and he became a living soul ;" and that 
every person has an eternal soul ; and that there is 
m mfrid^ not without souls, but souk^ where they 
are eternally and everlastingly happy or miserable. 
The true spring of happiness is most certainly seated 
in the soul ; and I am bold to say, it is not the mere gift 
of nature, but obtainable by effort, and the search 
af the holy scriptures. 

. The corruption of man's nature, it appears, arises 
not from evil habits or example, (though I repeat 
here, example^ and the prejudice of education are ve- 
ry great,) but from the fall of Adam. (Rom. v. 12.} 
^ By one man sin entered into the world, ^nd death 
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by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
(or in whxyniy i. e. in Adam) all have sinned. The 
apostle is here showing why all die ; because all have 
sinned. But it is certain some die who have not sin- 
ned actually, (v. 14.) " Death reigned over them 
that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression and I agree with those commenta* 
tors who consider this to mean infants. I also do 
not mean that children dying in infancy are actually 
lost ; for God is able to save them by his grace, and 
has given us encouragement in his word to believe 
he will. " Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right ?" — " Is not my way equal, are not your ways 
unequal ?" saith the Lord of hosts. Reader, see Eze- 
kiel, xviii. and which I have particularly referred to 
at pagQ 50. 

But while I at times not only feel, but deeply la- 
ment this original birth sin — this depravity and cor- 
ruption of the human heart, I do not, neither can I 
say with certain bishops of the reformed and modem 
churches, " I not only betray the inbred venom of 
my heart," — but poison " tven my MOST religiou9 
performances with sinT — " my lepentance needs to be 
repented ofy my tears want washing No : once 
truly repented of, they are blotted out, and shall no 
more be remembered. The re^igtou^ performances 
of the mere moralist, and the scribes and pharisees^ 
and formalists of the day, may truly be compared 

filthy rags;" and as " a menstfuou^ garment 
But not so with the regenerated soul. Well did one 
remark on this passage of theprophpt I^ajal^, (Iujv,6.) 

It must relate to the first kind; for though hie satf Iff 
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all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags, yet that 
will not comprehend the righteousness of Christ in 
in usy but only that which we work q/'and by our- 
selves. For should we so conclude, then it would 
follow, that we should throw away all holiness and 
righteousness ; since that which is s^^ filthy rags^ and 
as a menstruous garment, ought to be thrown away. 
Tea, it would follow, that all the fruits of the Spirit 
mentioned Gal. iv. were as filthy rags. Whereas, on 
the contrary, some of the works of the saints are said 
to have a sweet savour in the nostrils of the Lord ; 
are said to be an ornament of great price in the sight 
qf God ; are said to prevail with him, and to be ac- 
ceptable to him ; which filthy rags, and a menstruous 
garment cannot be."* 

And thus much I feel desirous to say, as it res- 
pects my religious exercises: — when retired in my 
closet, — mind collected, and in silence (whether iu 
your assemblies or in private, walking or a-bed) 
waiting on God to feel the divine influence of the 
Spirit, to worship him, (though a word may not be 
spoken outwardly,) I have been in such holy frames 
and dispositions of mind, that I verily do believe 
they have ascended to heaven, as a sweet smelling 
savour, — ^the true incense from the altar of the heart. 
In no other instances of religious worship (and I 
have tried several) do I feel such satisfaction, de- 
light, and assurance. They are the only solid and 
happy moments of my life, ai\d I could wish never 

. ^ V. Robtrt Barclay*f Apology on *^ Justification,** prop. 7*. 
jp. 935, 290. 
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to part from them ; much less " throw them away 
as filthy rags."^ 

Many sensible and pious men allow, that "the 
whole creation shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God !" yea, " the brute creation shall be delivered 
from misery, and brought into happiness at the ge** 
neral restitution of all things/' I am vouched by a 
very intelligent and pious writer, J. Weaver^ thai 
Henry, (I presume the learned and elaborate expo-' 
sitor of the Bible,) though far from believing in thd 
general restitution of all things, yet in his notd 
on the eighth chapter of Romans, verse 19 — 
makes this remark ; — " By the creature here we nn* 
derstand, not as some do, the gentile world, and 
their expectations of Christ and tbw gospel, which is 

• But with respect to the important subject of (justification) 
righteous deeds, &c. the forementioned worthy apostle of pfiiiiU 
tive simplicity and holioress, Robert Barclay, iu his sdccedin^ 
proposition (eighth) on Perfection ; cxpresseth himself not orfirljr 
with so much modesty but so pregnant with scripture testimonies 
that 1 cannot refrain from making the following extracts. 

** Modesty," in that he saith "Others may, perhaps, speak^ 
more certainly of this state, (perfection,) as having arrived t6 
it : yet 1 dare not deny it, for that it seems so positively asserted 
by the apostle, in these words, i John 3—9. ffe that is BorH 
of God sinneth not, neither can he, because the seed of God remans 
eth in him^ That this state is attainable, I might add the air* 
thority of our divine Lord himself, and which seems to be com- 
manded in these words j— 'Be ye, therefore, perfect, even a» 
your Father, which is in heaven is perfect.* (Mat. v. 48.) The rea- 
son that we are not perfect, is, because we do not love, **Love is 
the fulfilling of the law of all righteousness (as may be seen 
at the close of this letter,) and where are the professors that comQ 
Bp to this standard ? But that it is impossible "for a mun, even 

3 D 
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m «positi6n very foreign and forced ; bat the wholtf* 
creation of inanimate and sensible creatures/* And 
" there shall be a glory conferred upon all creatures 
which shall be (in proportion to their nature) as 
suitable and as great as the glory of the children of 
God shall be to them." The learned and pious Bax- 
ter, in his paraphrase on the same, saith, If any 
thing about the creatures' restoration be yet unknown 
and unrevealed to us, it followeth not that therefore 
it is unknown whether there shall be a restoration/' 
What God doeth with the sotds of brutes when 
they die, hence may be unknown to us, and yet 
their restoration known. It is not hard, by the most 
probable principles of philosophy, to shame their 
opinions, who confidently say, that their souls are 
no spiritual substances, but imperceptible acciden- 
ces, qualities or motions. And as they may be easily 

the best of men, to be free from sin ia this life : that the rery 
best actions of the saints, their prayers, their worsliips, are im- 
pure and polluted,*' is inconsistent with the wisdom and power 
of God. 

And for pregnancy of scripture testimonies, take the follow- 
ing extract. The saints are said to partake, even while here» 
,of the divine nature. (2 Pet. i. 4.) and to be one spirit with the 
Lord. (1 Cor.) Now no unclean thing can be so. It is express- 
ly written, that there is no communion betwixt light and darhiess. 
(jl Cor. vi, 14.) But God is light, and every sin is darkness in 
a measure. What greater stain then can there be than this up* 
on God*s wisdom, as if he had been wanting to prepare a means, 
whereby his children might perfectly serve and worship him ^ 
or had not provided a way, whereby they might serve him iu 
any thing, but that they must withal still serve the devil no less, 
yea, more than himself! For he that sinneth is the servant of sin; 
and every sin is an act of service and obedience to the devlL 
B.om. vi. 16. p. 224, 22o. 
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proved substances, that have an essential power of 
Tital action, perception, and appetite, so it is not 
Improbable that God annihilateth them.' 

I could gladly transcribe (entire) the few loos^ 
thoughts put down, without any strict regard to or* 
der," by a certain •(modern) humane correspondent 
<U.) of the Christian Observer, for 1807. p. 367— 
369, on this important subject, as I am one of those 
who " believe and feel that the whole 'creation groans 
^th and travaileth together until now^ unier the pain** 
ful effects of sin !" It might be an irksome and 
disgusting task to describe all the sufferings of ani- 
mals under ihe hand of man : and although this 
judicious wTiter reprobates the'brntalcns'tom of bull 
beating, horse racing, and cock figjiting, ^S&e. lament- 
ing the existence of cdrrupt or ineficient laws, to 
prevent the former ; and hoping in an age of refine- 
ment and good breeding, like the present, that the 
latter will gradually wean them (the refined) from 
the practice ! yet true it is, the whole animal crea- 
tion have suffered from the effects of the fall, and 
daily continue to experience the sad consequence of 
it, in the tyranny and cruelty of man !" 

Connected with this important subject, as well as 
the foregoing oHgirnal sin, is the no less intricate 
and important, that of " Eternal punishment,'' or 
everlasting torments. Perhaps these subjects might 
lead me into a labyrinth, from which I could not 
-easily extricate myself. Be that as it may, to con- 

• V. ** Free Thoughts on the universal restoration of a# 
Gasped intelligences/* &c. n. p. Si. 
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sider them to the satisfaction of numbers of people 
in the world, certainly would call into question a 
host of writers of all ranks and degrees. This I must 
leave for appendix.* But, however, before I can 
return from this necessary digression, I must make 
one remark more on the elementary works of Lind- 
ley Murray, which gave rise to the above investiga/- 
tion. — I mean, his first book — English Spelling Book 
for children ; being considered not only having "the 
sure merit of combining well-directed efforts to train 
Infant minds to virtue," but the beat book qt' the 
kind:' 

It is also the desire of L. M. himself, " to cherish 
In the infant mind, sentiments of piety and virtue." 
But I learn, if " ^i02^9Z^ educated, mV^tfe spontane- 
ously flows." That there are some good lessons in 
them, I deny not : I think I shall never forget one 
of my children reading chapter v. on the duties of 
children, (sec. 1, 2. 13. 15.) Impressed with a sense 

of them she was . It is true, I was the preceptor ; 

but as she grows up, they seem to wither ; and what- 
ever was the desire of my soul at the time, die away 
will all our labour and instructions, unless we de- 
pend for success on the grace of God. But I lament 
that L. M. should " deem it an honour," if merely to 
" have smoothed, in any degree, the entrance to the 
temple of literature .'" Rather, it should have been, 
to the true " temple of truihy' — the holy scriptures. 
It Is true, L. M . appears anxious that the children 
should re^d the bible, and be ;2:ealously exalts and 
recommends that book, as " the best book ;" but why 

♦ No. 1. 
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not have made copious extracts and extensive coIlec« 
tions of interesting anecdotes, parables, &c. from the 
scriptures ? 

Lindiey Murray was not only "sensible" but ac- 
knowledged that the above performance " is not 
without imperfection ;" and well might he excuse 
himself, when he thought it was " proper to observe, 
that some of the reading lessons are taken, either 
wholly or partly from the writings of " (the weaker 
seXy mothers) " Barbauld, and a few from Trimmer, 
and Edgeworth." But although " morally good," I 
€lo not think them preferable for "the infant mind," a« 
if they were taken from the fathers — Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob ; Moses, David, and Solomon ; although 
the narrative pieces from the former may have the 
merit of being true stories.'i^ Poor William Smith is 
too old-fashioned an instructor of children to find a 
place in English literature'' of this ^^enlightened ageP^ 
However a few extracts, by way of question and an- 
swer, from W. S.'s primer, or some other catechism,* 
might have been made with a good grace from the 
pen of Lindlcy Murray. Should the foregoing re- 
marks appear to some " forced opinions" — too dog- 
matical, let such recollect, I have, in a few pages 
before, not only allowed, but recommended, a free 
inquiry^ — a perusal of some history of religion," — 
their original and present constitution, discipline, &c. 
not forgetting the history of the reformation, as well 
as the history of the puritans. 

I come now, my friends, to consider the other 

* Vide Introduction to the Spelling Book, p. 6— D* 
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♦'great tonet," (before mentioned,) oaths^ or your 
affirmation. But as there are other practices in 
which I believe you act equally as inconsistently as 
any which I have mentioned, I shall notice it toge* 
ther in the next Letter. Besides, having extended 
this Letter to an unusual, not to say, unfctshionable 
length, 1 will therefore relieve your minds by an apo- 
logy for the same ; and, with a word or two of exhor- 
tation, in love, conclude this somewhat incoherent 
(not to say "in«awe") and long epistle, and leave it witK 
your discerning spirits. How this may appear to the 
eyes of the wise of this world," I am not much con*- 
cerned about. I am reeconciled.* In the sincerity of 
my heart, I desire to do good, and commnnicate ; 
the love of my brethren, through the love of Christ 
shed abroad in my heart constraineth me. If this is 
insanity^ I desire never to be **fiane" (as some one 
of your society intimated I was not.) But so it wa» 
said of our divine Lord and Master when on earth ! 
O that I was as " insane " as Christ ! and " wiarf," like 
Paul} before the sanhedrim ! 

• To the worid 1 might appeal ; whether I may be coun- 
tered as afSicted with one of ** the varieties of diseases " pecu- 
liarly prevalent among my countrymen ; that of the cacoethes 
tcrihendif or itch for writing, or not, the symptoms are quite evi- 
dent, that my disease is not that with which it is pretty gene- 
rally agreed many celebrated writers (W. S. for instance) ave 
afflicted/' an itchin^r palm.'' "Two guineas for a book !" like 
•* two guineas for a lecture/* or sermon, would keep many a 
poor family from starving ; and is as bad» as 0<Keiffe observes, as 
two guineas for a peachy when the poor want the necessaries of 
life." B^it if one «ian writes nonsense upon nonsen3e/' and 
•* meet with extraordinary success/* 1 no more expect the onc» 
than I desire to imitate the other:*' 
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Tou will, my friends, easily perceive, I do not 
write this in view of being taken into yonr society, 
as a mere " honorary" or " occasional " member, as 
some of the churches have it ; but simply to shew 
you the latent or concealed effects, and progress 
which I have made in your principles, doctrines, n&c. 
Neither do I write to "commend myself" unto your 
society: for if my "bodily presence" when among 
you appear so " weak and contemptible," it is not 
at all likely I should think to " terrify you by letter 
Believe me, my dear friends, I desire not to be any 
other by letter, than what I am in mind, in hearty 
and soul, when amongst you : yea, and when absent 
in body I desire to be with you in spirit. Neither do 
I desire to " boast of things without my measure," 
but according to the measure of the rule which God 
bath distributed to me ; not boasting immediately in 
another man's line of things made ready to my hand; 
but rather, if I boast glory, let me glory in the Lord 
— in the cross of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. c. JO.) But It 
may not be amiss here, just to remind you, my friendAy 
of the apostle's advice to the Phillipian converts, 
LocJc not every man on his own ihingSj but every 
man also on the things of others, (e. 2 — 4.) And for 
himself, he saith, Finally^ my brethreny rejoice in tit 
Lord, To write the same thing's to you, to me, indeed^ 
is not grievous^ but for you it is safe. (c. 3 — .1.) 

Ah, my dear friends ! to walk sweetly, haniHH 
•niously in LOVE together, in the midst of different 
practices ;" what will be suflScient ? How shall I ex- 
press myself ! It is the attribute of God I and the 
holy scriptures are full of instruction and exhorte- 
iioUy with respect to this " royal law'' But you wiU 
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noty I presume, reject the testimony of one of yoar 
most worthy primitive friends, on this fundamentat 
principle of Christianity : I will, therefore, make a 
short extract. In his answer to, the 

Question. What is love ? 

Answer. What shall I say of it ? or how shall I 
In words express its nature! it is the sweetness of 
life ; it is the sweet, tender, melting nature of God, 
flowing up through his seed of into the creature, and 
of all things making the creature most like unto 
himself, both in nature and operation. It fulfils the 
law, it fulfils the gospel ; it wraps up all in one, and 
brings forth all in the oneness. It excludes all evil 
out of the heart, it perfects all good in the heart. 
A touch of love doth this in measure ; perfect love 
doth this in fulness. But how can I proceed to speak 
of it ? Oh ! that the souls of all that fear and wait 
on the Lord, might feel its nature fully ; and thea 
would they not fail of its sweet overcoming opera- 
tions, both toward one another, and toward enemies. 
The great healing, the great conquests, the great sal- 
vation is reserved for the full manifestation of the 
love of God. His judgments, his cuttings, his hew- 
ings, by the word of his mouth, are but to prepare 
for, but not to do, the great work of raising up the 
sweet building of his life, which is to be done in love, 
and in peace, and by the power thereof. And this 
my soul waits and cries after, even the full springing 
up of eternal love in my heart, and in the swallow- 
ing of me in it, the bringing of my soul wholly forth 
in it, that the life of God in its own perfect sweet- 
ness may freely run through this vessel, and not be 
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at all tinctured by the vessel, but perfectly tincture 
and change the vessel into its own nature ; and then 
shall no fault be found in my soul before the Lord, 
but the spotless life be fully enjoyed by me, and be- 
come a perfectly pleasant sacrifice to my God." V. 
Isaac Penington's Works, on " Some of the mysteries 
of God's kingdom glanced at." p. 602. vol. i. 

In this spirit of love, my dear friends, I desire to 
conclude this long Epistle, and heartily to call the at- 
tention of the multitude to you, as a people, to your 
principles and doctrines as professed followers of 
Jesus Christ, and subscribe myself 

A fellow labourer in the truth, 

EPHRAIM WOOD. 

Liverpool, 
Uih month, 6th, 1814. 
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TO "THE MEMBERS" OF THE SOCIETY 
OF FRIENDS, IN LIVERPOOL. 



I COME now, my Friends, more immediately to 
consider a subject or two which gave rise to my; 
addressing this work to you under the title of 
two Letters : and though they have caused me to alter 
the original plan of my writing, the subjects are nearly 
the same, by which I intended to " call the attea* 
tion of the public" to you " as a people," whether your 
ministers, or teaching elders, think proper to do so oi* 
not. At page 13, letter 1, I alluded to two discourses 
delivered at your meeting-house ; one on the third 
day, 11 th month, 1st, and the other on the following 
first day, 6th, by the forementioned esteemed itine- 
rant minister,* or visiting friend ;" which not only 
furnish me with sufficient matter, but also stimulate 
me to action. 

* As it is principles and errors, not names or persons, that I 
desire immediately to censure and condemn, I shall conceal this 
your esteemed minister's name under that of his true character; 
at least as in the above instance, an " Itinerant^* or \isM\u% 
preacher." I wave the modern custom of Personification I 
know nothing of Horace's fine rule, 

** Reddere persontB sett convenienta cuique 

This I must leave for the learned ; (the latin scholar,) but such 
as adopt this style, if not cowards, I feel pttrsuaded they make it 



228 



These digconrses being of a public nature, design- 
ed for strangers," and other denominations of pro- 
fessing christians," as well as to the members'' of 
your society ; I not being of your society, as a mem^ 
£er, am at liberty to make such remarks as I feel my- 
self led, in the spirit of love, thereunto ; and to offer 
them for the consideration of strangers," and all 
denominations of professing christians," of whate- 
ver sects and parties. 

If, in the event, it may be objected by you, (on 
the apostolic rule of shewing causes. Matt, xviii. 16 

a convenient stepping-stone, to foster their own opiuionSv &c. at 
least, if not to fasten on others their own errors, may serve to 
ihelter^ while they condemn, and stab in the dark I in uo in- 
stance is personification more abused and dangerous than in the 
dialogue style of writing : to make one person sometimes an 
enemy and a friend ; a devil and a christian, &c. Uowever 
sach authors may be willing and determined to *'take dpon 
themselves, and be responsible for alt obnoxious sentiments 
auch procedure is a violation of decorum and truth.** Thetie 
wriiingSf like men of talents, and great public characters, are, i 
will admit, more or less estimable in proportion as they tend to 
promote the happiness or welfare of mankind. But, as one w«ll 
observed, ** to judge them with justice and impartiality, we must 
not, however, take their words but their actions as the criterion 
of their merit !•♦••••«« t/ie dramatic penonas"' may come in for its 
share. Conformable to this standard, (continues the biogra* 
pher of C. J. Fox, I think it was,) it is impossible to consider 
anyone an estimable public character, whose conduct in private 
life daily belies the professions which he is giving to the world. 
He should hold forth in his awn |)erson an example of those 
virtues which are the themes of his panegyric :** this consis* 
tency of principle not only entitles a man to public faith, bat 
also to public esteem.*' 

Your society, friends, are wisely of opinion, that «* they caii- 
aoti as men professing christian tenets, or christian love, eacmi- 
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— 17, and 1 Tim. v. 19,) not only because not being 
a member, but for want of " two or three witnesses," 
you will not, I presume, reject the evidences of your 
worthy predecessors, and the testimony of Jesai 
Christ in the heart or conscience of any one. Whe- 
ther any one may see " eye to eye" with me or not^ 
with all due submission to the worthy elders and mi- 
nisters of your society I desire not to rob them of 
their honour. But that your ministry — " men minis- 
try," is at a very low ebb, is lamentable in all your 
churches ! I shall not enter into particulars here ; 
this I must leave for an Appendix :t but certain iti8» 
your women excel in your ministry ! ! But with res- 
pect to your silent meetings, (or rather, waiting on 
God in silence, as preparative to public worship,) so 
much talked about, and so little understood, has not 

rage others to assume ^/a/se characters, or to personate those whicti 
are not their own/* This persouification you hold to be ** inja* 
rioQs to the man who is compelled to practice it."—-" a mere 
actor, whose looks, words, and actions must be all sophisticated.** 
Rousseau, though an infidel philosopher,) condemns the stage 
upon the same principles. ** It is (says he) the art of dissimu- 
lation ; of assuming a foreign character, and of appearing diffe- 
rent from what a man really is ; of flying into a passion without 
a cause, and of saying what he does not think, as naturally at if 
he really did : in a word, of forgetting himself to personate others** 
Vide T. Clarkson's Portraiture, &c. chap. 4, p. 76, 77» vol. 1* 

1 am happy, however, to hear, that among all the schemes 
on foot Ibr doing good, one is in contemplation (if not now oil 
foot) for the aiding and assisting all (those imaginary beings and 
dangerous instructors' of the people) those who wish to emanci- 
pate themselves from the shackles of theatrical pursuits^ and 
wish to follow a more virtuous, honourable, and useful occupa- 
tion in life. 



t Vide Appendix, No. 9. 
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only the sanction, at least, the admission^ of many 
learned and pions men, as may be gathered from their 
writings, but also the authority of the holy scriptures, 
as I could easily prove, exclusive of your testimonies 
and doctrines: but this I must leave also for an Ap- 
pendix, (v. ibid.) 

I shall only observe here, touching the former, 
(men-ministry,) in the words of a certain Doctor of 
Divinity, so called, that " the generality of those cal- 
led christians, are only so by name, and that, entirely 
absorbed in the things of this life, their affections 
are confined solely to them — " they mind earthly 
things, — their God is the present world ; their pre- 
dominant passions are a love of vain glory, and a 
ihirst after riches and pleasures: their inclination for 
spiritual blessings is entirely counteracted by an 
habitual and immoderate rage for temporal ones." 
— " Eternity ! this great and glorious object loses 
with them almost all its force, and affects them only 
in a transient or superficial manner !" Vide Sermons 
on various subjects," by J. Gardiner, p, 101. 

I have many documents of singular occurences 
by me, which might also stimulate me to this work^ 
Many are the times in which I have been queried 
concerning you as a people : and although it is but 
a few years since, that the late Henry Tuke's valu - 
ble little volume, of the principles and doctrines of 
your society was published, for the information of 
strangers ; there is still room for more (I won't say 
for better) labourers in Christ's vineyard : need there 
is for more preaching and prayingy printing and pub- 
lishingy the glad tidings of salvation. 
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From heDce I might expect the patronage of, 
and dedicate this work to your society. But the 
style of writing of your primitive worthies forbid it ; 
and the cause of truth will not admit of it. Nay, 
the bold and independent spirit of the wise of this 
world, will not submit to it. The celebrated Scot- 
tish bard, the late Robert Burns, in his dedication to 
his Poetical Works, truly observes, " dedications are 
so hackneyed by prostituted learning, that honest 
rusticity is ashamed of it." Neither do I present 
this address with a venial soul of a servile author, 
looking for a continuation of those favours. I waa 
bred, not to the plough, but first to the management 
of horseSy — in that abominable employ of training, of 
the management of race-horses, &c. the source of 
those infernal practices of idleness, sporting, gam- 
ing, and cruelty !* From thence, (at the usual age, 

* And here I wish to notice particularly a species of cruelty 
which 1 have not only witnessed and assisted in, but have been 
led to believe it an exclusive privilege and right to be exercised 
by all veterans, or those who may have the management and 
training of horses : 1 mean that of mutilating the ears, tail, &€• 
jof these noble and useful animals, at the fancy, pleasure, and 
order of others who may be concerned. 1 must confess, 1 am at 
a loss to say who was the first person instigated by the devil to 
desire such a thing, whether old Nimrod, or some Nimrod of the 
last century or two ! I remember often reading to my father the 
works of that eminent veteran who was army surgeon in qneen 
Anne's wars, William Gibson, and others, whose sound judg- 
ment and professional knowledge, grounded on the analogy be- 
tween hunvan and brute physiology, and who must, 1 think, have 
noticed, if not reprobated in the strongest terms, this cruel com 
torn. But I was young, and somewhat indifferent at that time^ 
about these wicked practices, although 1 was baptized and ini- 
tiated in the rites and ceremonies of the established church of 
England I Neither do I know who was the first operator^ whe- 
ther Xenophoo» whp was famed among the ancients for the 
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of going apprentice) to hatting, hosiery, &c. and am ! 
(what I am) independent — I come, not like Burns, 
who, proud of the name, and whose highest ambi- 
tion is to sing in his country's service but I hope 
to persuade, not only my own countrymen, — Engliah- 
men^ but all the world, that the blood of their an- 
cient christian heroes should run uncontaminated " 
From such, I might, at least, expect encouragement 
and protection. Bnt with respect to Robert Burns, 
I shall only say here, that his courage and indepen- 
dent spirit (in this part) is worthy of better themes 
than those contained in his poetical works ; at least 
if I do not mistake these poetical ejQTusions. The 
love of our country, I know, is hailed as one of the 
most noble and most generous of principles — true 
patriotism, founded on justice, &c. But what is 
called 'Move of country," and what really is, or 

training and management of lioraes, for the war and the chase; 
or Evangelista, of Milan, among the moderna* (about the l6th 
centuryO who distinguished himself in the breaking or educa- 
tion of the horse; and to him is attributed the invention of that 
useful piece of tackle, the martingale ; matters not : it is enough 
for me to know, that the custom is as weak as it is wicked, and 
disgraceful to a country professing Christianity I 

But this I know, my friends, and to the honour of the society 
I write it, and as much to the humanity and judgment of the 
convinced,** and deservedly esteemed member, the late John 
Spalding, of Reading, who, in the fear of God, at the risk of all 
the endearing connection of relatives and friends, and at the 
hazard of losing his business by disobliging some of his best em- 
ployers, dispensed with, and laid aside this part of his trade, — 
*' nicking and cropping of horses, &c. Vide an account of his 
conviucement, p. 13. 

As this abominable principle and practice is much in vogve^ 
1 miist pvrsue it a little further. 
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ought to be aie two different principles. Troe lov? of 
our couptry, is a disinterested love; not like that 
fale philosophical one, that helf-pre^ervation^ the^ 
firjst law of qature, nq;..it is no less than to love God 
with all our. heart,' and our neighbour. ab. o\irselves: 
yes, more,. t9 lay dowji our ll,v^eA (jfif^t figh^ /or our 
lives, by so. doing murder one afnotl^^^^but) to secv^ 
one another.'- Greater; love. . bath. no o^an, than 
this,^' sayiB our Lord^and SavJour, '^tha^.a o^^rlay 
down his life for his friends." (John xv. 13.) This 
neb}e:.and generous principle was remarkably and 
manifestly acted upon by the patriarchs, and ih^ 
prbpbeti^^ and by all the. &1tbful foIk>Wers of Jesixd ^ 
Christy in every age in ev^jpy counjt^yt* . . . 

'With respect to dedicationii, p^tJtiens, Ac. ftot to 
liotice here the late, address of itb Society pf Fi*lend^ 

» i-i ... . • •; ■ ' O • , I /;■>:.<. -II.* . .• .* • 

: . I hall premise firsts itfc at ;the geo^ral r«rie# bdrbarotia* atnl 
unfeeling iiiodQ) of, tr«aling: tlie«e aiiimala, by>:whQ$e ««r?io«i 
mankind are so greatly benefitted »form a proper subject of ioqui* 
wy^ and ;atteinpU M iinprorrwriient ; and !wji««b».:|[ am bap|^|r t# 
aeiBy have, in otjbkei* caaet, ,beeu; an oi^ect^of Mtin]itkm.,t0. iibt 
legisiatiVQ body. ' But 1 alludQfbefe to nhlirt .l^have seen of com? 
tPiSV$:Mrri^r^t gToovnu^ coacbm^iix and Qthera, from iaipeterflCr 
baibitsy gijd. a tol^l abiKnce of r^fle clio»^ loekMtpoii. these auimidt 
p)a<;Q4 . byi itratagif nkiand foro«^<!-^.(tyv;itcbed by tihe:]fp».€afst, #f 
tr)9|yente4^)rr*in .th^rfH>wQr,: lui » m<e^ f^i^c^jofiinacbiiitfaf*. tlw 
of wliicb l^er disturb the stuM^btforw^d am!of.|4»« 
opf^^tor*, 9|p4 particularly if. the ppof iiuim4l, bns: i^iiifp mficjb 
^quble, views- him with aikiqd f»f triivnph>.andi.witli pc^enge) 
« ^1 tbougli I Ym^^e as much prueUiy; eommitted by o4b€n» 
who are neitber ^PQtofi, :i)Cir grpoms, yet this is qo«xtedafttioa 
their guilt | . Inde«d^ :^his species of barbarity and rcTenge^ 
yU very ill becoBB^es the butchers, at thei slaughter-bouse, i^- 
though the poor anifn^ls may be killed iimmediat^l^y I . . > , 

.is not i| littie fifigulur remark here, Ibftt tlie . bi||c)i9i» 
2f 
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"to the Prince Re^nt ; neither a foraer onei on which 
it said, *^ when the address was presented, the Kin|p 
la vain looked for that dignified simplloity which he 
liad noticed in a former deputation of the tome peo« 
fde.'- I am feelingly alive to the happiness and pros*- 
perity of ray conn try men, and should therefore ffe- 
qo^ntly be diiipos^' to lend my humble support 
to any public '-address, that miay have for its 6b* 

jedt the amelioration of their Condition, if that th^ 

' . . . - I • * . » 

and the doctor** hafe for tfome centuries beeo coilpled togtt^ 
tJwr* either by prejudice, or some custom, a» disiqiiaKfied./br 
^ exercise of a privilege which all men ougiit equally t^ pos- 
seas, that of a jury-man, '<to judge and determine, to deliver a 
truth !** 1 see ndt wiiy they sKould not be as capable, wcnrtb/, 
and as honest and humane aa any other man. And I find, that 
a bftciber ^as fii^fL^not long ,8ince.f|[|r, reftisijaj^ lo Ail^^^^thta 
honourable office. . I trii^t that these prejudices, a^d cruelties^ 
as well as all others, wiA soon be expelled, let who may plead 
customs and ancient usage, and every man know his weight in 
the- scale of the coinmunity. - And with respect Idi tlie'bfute 
creation, that noble.auimal^ the liorse,^ i observe further : ■. '.u 

^ . 'i ■ o . .'■ .iJ >•■• 'iiU-'!.- ■■- 'UJii 

It fs my opinion; - by what . I know* Dfi the nlatter, tllnt tilt* 
baiigling methods: of ^mmon operators consMerablyincreaiettje 
oeeessary sufieringli 6f the poor animals,*.tbe horse Ibr instinice: 
flile^singeing,*Va8 it is termed, the burning off with aligbted 
eimdie the hair of the horse's Hp, and within his iean^' ia geae-i 
rally a moft teriiific prooei«, anjd renders mauyhories'dao|eroasfy 
mty abaat the headv and is^ aao^ilKse of much cnielty-for the o^pei 
Mbrta pei^orm^'lb^idfei^ 'the robbing that tielicate o^i^' the 
aayi>ttf>the«aturdl pfofei^ion ti^its inner parl^, is most imprd^ 
per: th&s(^issorB'Will dO'evei-y thing in the case, which nektdeili 
st-syaHiietry may reqtiuVe. -Btit the tnore cruel and abominably 
etpeiration and' process, of nicking the < tails' o<P h^rsett, • disgr^ 
cteo a savage aation ! 1, for my Own judgement, cannot see that 
an- ereeted tail is more = eslential to heubky of figure of a road 
or field horse, than on the turf; and race htfi^es, t bdiere, are 
never nicked. Neither do 1 see necessary that cruel custom 
(aud often times daogerbus to a fall grown hone,} that of dock* 
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flattering titles accord witli your priDcipIea and te^ 
nets — " standard of orthodoxy ?'* Let us hear Robert 
Barclay himself. " We affirm positively," says he^ 
" that it 18 not lawful for Christiana either to give tsr 
receive these titles of honour y such as your holinesi^ 
your majesty y your excellency ^ your eminence^ Ac. be- 
cause these titles are no part of that obedience which 
is due to magistrates or superiors ; neither doth thb 

ing, or abridging the tails of liorses : this also is a natural protec- 
tion, and to rob them of which must be an insult to the great 
Author of nature, who knew what form and shape were beat ftr 
all his creatures. Of course, 1 am an enemy to cropping theean» 
and although tlie more humane Lawrence, in his valuable 
horse treatise, being no friend to either docking or cropping* 
yet recommend, and judging it b^st to be done early, if at all: 
but there appears to me not the least necessity that any tiiefa 
thing should be done at all. 

I do not know whether the above abominable practices are 
allowed at the Veterinary College, lately instituted at Pa^- 
cras, near London, (1792) neither have 1 time to make the en- 
quiry for insertion here \ and although the present king has given 
considerable importance to the institution, by requiring thai ^ll 
veterinary surgeons, employed in the army, should have passed 
examination at the College (and numbers of veterinary surgeon's, 
receiving their diploma from thence, which may be consider^ 
as a national advantage,) yet from the well known humanity of 
the king, 1 shonld hope not. And from the zeal which he hath 
expressed himself in behalf of the Bible Society— that every one 
in his dominion may, not only have one, but be able to read it; 
together with the friends of humanity — societies forming for Ifte 
express purpose ; with u ^'constitutional prince of the blood, who 
ha3 liberality enough to acknowledge what he owes to that peo- 
ple who maintain him in a splendid establishment, and w^o 
eandidty admits the claims which consequently his fbllow citi« 
zeB% have upon him— the Duke of Sussex," at their bead ; 1 txmt 
these cruel practices, together with hunting, horse racing, cock 
fighting, bull baiting, pugilism, gaming, &c. &c. will soon K>e 
hissed out of the world. 
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giving them add to, or diminish from, that subjectioii 
we owe to them, which consists in obeying their 
just and lawful commands, not in titles and designa- 
tfons."* And I feel particularly led to add here my 
reasons also for the objection to the epithets or titles 
— Most gracious sovereign, lord, majesty, and such 
like words of peculiar excellency ; because they are 
.the only words by which we know and address the 
Almighty God — ^the Creator and giver of all good — 
of life and death ! And verily, we ought not to give 
to poor corrupted and dying man, those titles and 
hononrs which exclusively belong to Grod — to the 
. only wise God our Saviour^ saith the apostle, the 
Prince of the kings of the earth,") be glory and ma^ 
«c«^y, dominion and power, both now and for ever. 
Amen. (Jude 25. Rev« i. 5.) But, if by the word or 
titles king, and royal, import or mean nothing more 
nor less than the head servant, or chief judge of the 
people, I make no scruple to use them* 

But with respect to the forementioned address i 
whatever may have been the motives of the framers 
of it, sure I am, there is nothing in it, which bear« 
the stamp of a divines mission, to warn the rulers 
and judges of the earth ! I have much to say on 
this important topic : this, however, must be the sub* 
ject of an appendix.^ But to return to the fore* 
mentioned two discourses. 

The first discourse was expressly designed for 
servants and the younger not only among your 
flociety, but for those of other denominations of pro* 



• V. Apology, prop. 16. p. *19. t V. Na. 



2S7 



fessing christians ; who might hear of it, or be tnvit" 
ed. I trust I shall have no reason to relent the exer- 
tion on my part ; of that, I did all I could, in love, 
to compel, by love inviting those in the high-ways 
and lanes to come in — to come to your assembly or 
gathering, (as this minister observed on these two 
occasions,) however ! might be disappointed myself; 

One observation here, however, I must first make. 
I certainly did loose sight, for the moment, of the 
inconsistency, or objection which might have been 
made to (what is called " one sect " inviting an op* 
posite one, to come to their place of worship, when^ 
perhaps, at the same time, they do not feel themf> 
selves at liberty to go to their (or any other's) pub- 
lic place of worship, on any public occasion ! But 
then it was a matter left to the liberty of conscience ^ 
otherwise, upon this ground no one sect would rea4 
another's works, if scarce reason together. I, bowr 
ever, was particularly interested in this "gathering;? 
not only being in that situation commonly called f^M, 
servant — (a foreman) but the desire of my bea^t 
was, (and now is,) that I might be " the LorcPafree 
servant." It may be said, however, that when the 
actions of our neighbour are good, we ought not. to 
impute to him a bad motive, and that to do this is to 
be guilty of the sin of judging others ; which I know 
the scriptures condemn, I am not judging any man, 
but requesting every man to judge for himself* .It 
is not persons, but principles, that I am about to 
examine. A man acts, for example, from a persoa- 
sion or belief of the scriptures : he himself professes 
to be influenced by those motives : granted. The 
question is, whether such persuasion, belief, and mo- 



CSS 

tires are truly ehrisfiafiy and will stand the test of 
the doctrines of the gospel of Jesas Christ. 

As the general principle of doctrine laid K»wii 
la the forementioned discourse, (as well as ii the 
second,) was that great fundamental of religion, 
faith—" the fear of God " the grace of God, 
which hath appeared unto all men, that " light with^ 
in^ — *^ conscience^^^ or (as this itinerant minister add- 
ed) " what you may please to call it I am not 
obliged (neither can I, according to my method of 
writing) to examine these points in order. It may 
0Qf&ce here to say, he particnlarly exhorted the 
mrvanta and the younger^^* to attend closely, and 
keep full in view those conyictlons, and reproofs of 
conscience, that " light within " — " that cdnvlncer 
of sin," and such like. But that these first princi- 
ples of religion, as held forth by your isocieiy, i^ath 
been a subject of controversy, from their first being 
af people, to this day, is well known : I mean that in 
particular, inward ligki,* independent of the letter 
of the scriptures. 

I believe in the above article (or article8> of tlie 
ohristian faith, as wiefll as your society doeft : tb^y 
are grand points in the christian religion ^ and by 
lie means desire to undervalue them ; though I may 
differ with yon as to the means of obtaining them, 
the effects produced must be the same. And ^rely 
iK) master or mistress, no man of reason — "com^ion 
sense," or humanity, could have the least objection 
to this discourse, as it related to religious, or God- 
fearing servants ! But if "the servant and his master, 
~1Ke maiden and her mistress, are equally piivfleged. 
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as it respects the concern and care of the &(ml ; aod 
which, as stewards, all and individually, will have 
to . ^ ider an account, at that awful day of reckon- 
ing * ^ how has it happened that the servant and the 
maiv l^n has not the equal privcdege, or means to take 
care of, and to promote the prosperity of the soul? 

There are several matters or points of doctriiw 
in this, (as well as the second,) discourse, which I 
consider of prime importance,, may by others be 
considered as trifles — minor duties and by othecff 
(who may think themselves more orthodox) as non- 
essentials !" Be it so ; but for me, as this is my '^doy 
of smaU thingSy' I shall attend to them, (as I pledg* 
ed myself in the preceded pages, 17 and 26, let l.)f 
But what concerns happiness and misery here, ainl 
hereafter, is no trifle, by the way. Besides, it is bjr 
the non-dbservance of these called trifles^ that the 
devil gains so much ascendency ! indeed, upon this 
his whole kingdom hinges. And first, 

I found myself somewhat dissatisfied with this 
discourse, not only at the repeated and unqualified 
nse of the epithets, master and mistress, but alsfo no* 
less dissatisfied at the undue attention, and slight 
observations, by which this your esteemed visiting 
friend noticed that important right and privilege^ oi 
servants — mean the necessity an* importance Idf 
public worship ; not only the one day set apart' (fty 
the law of the land) for this purpose, l>ut alse^'fiflb 
day,*' or either dajrs in the week. Viewing time 
Important points, and reciprocal duties and obi iga^ 
flons, in the light which the doctrines of the gospet 

i}e#us Cftirist permits ; I bave, neverthelesa beeft 
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tires are truly ehristtan^ and will stand the test of 
€be doctrines of the gospel of Jesos Christ. 

-.1 - i 

As the general principle of doctrine laid t^jwn 
in the forementioned discourse, (as well as ii the 
second,) was that great fundamental of religion, 
faith—" the fear of God " the grace of God, 
which hath appeared onto all men, that " light with' 
in, — consciencey* or (as this itinerant minister add- 
ed) " what you may please to call it I am not 
obliged (neither can I, according to my method of 
writing) to examine these points in order. It may 
raffice here to say, he particularly exhorted " the 
servants and the ifounger,** to attend closely, and 
keep full in view those couTictlons, and reproofs of 
conscience, that " light within " — ** that convfncer 
of sin,'' and such like. But that these first princi- 
ples of religion, as held forth by your isociety, l^ath 
been a subject of controversy, from their first being 
a people, to this day, is well known : I mean that in 
particular, inward light,** independent of the letter 
of the scriptures. 

I believe in the above article (or articles)^ of tile 
ehrfistiaii faith, as wiell as your society does : th^ 
are grand points in the christian religion ; and by 
lie means desire to undervalue them ; though I may 
ilfiferwfth' you as to the 'means of obtaining them, 
Ihe effects produced must be the same. And Purely 
into master or mistress, no man of reason — *" cohi«io« 
sense," or humanity, could have the least objection 
to this discourse, as it related to religious, or God- 
fearing servants ! But if "the servant and his master, 
"tlie maiden and her mistress, are equally privileged. 
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mediate disciples, (John xv. 15.) we may fairly con- 
cladei that what are called servants in scripture, mean^ 
(and really were) slaves ; and from which, he came 
not only to deliver^ but for ever to abolish. 

But it is said, that the condition of servants wm 
extremely different in former ages (in those places 
of the world — among the jews, and other nations) 
from what it is now among us. I will admit it, in a 
few Instances : and truly, the ill qualities of many 
who served, (and many who now serve,) have ren- 
dered the condition itself not very creditable. It is 
too true, a servant is less free in his mind than im 
condition : at least, many they are whose very f0iU 
seems to be in bonds and shackles ; as tho' it dedredio 
be under a kind of durance and captivity. Such a 
one !s at any rate a slave to the world, and can be 

of the day, and from the practices and conduet of those who 
run after theni, — those whose religion appears to consiat ia 
hearing only what they call gospel ministers !" 1 seriously do 
look for a Divine revelation, or must go back to earlier ages of 
gdftpel purity, and to the gospel itself. For 1 must confen, I 
cannot discern in the multitude of professors, what those pffin- 
ciples are, which are now budding in the minds of men, espe- 
cially in the disciples of Christ ! which, when the fruit is brought 
to maturity, will change the face of the world T* Vide Essay, 
see 8, p. 81. 

1 must leave it with the Christian Observer to determine the 
affinity** this language has to the jargon of the new philoso* 
'phy* and to the sentiments of the Goodwin ian school, respecting # 
the perfeetability of man !** But I must assure him I am one ef 
those who are looking for that sera or epoch in which not only 
the fiice of tb eworid will be changed, but a new heavea and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,**— righteous )aw«, 
righteous ministers^ in church and state, and righteous people. 
% Pet iik iSmSjir. xxi. 1. 
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wly and wholly intent upon his emolnments or 
gains. How much different the condition of ser- 
FantB — or one half of the world, are now, from what 
they were in those ages of the world, *^ at the time 
our Savour was on earth, and conversed with men 
«ave and except that of being bought and sold for 
money !* let the reader determine from the follow- 
ing remarks, and indeed from the whole of this 
work. 

I will pass over, for the present, the many instan- 
ces of poor children, partly from the depravity, and 
more from the indigency of the parents, being soldy 
als it were, for the sake of their littles earnings ; and 
poor boys of parishes and charity schools, sold as it 
were — put apprentices to a trade they do not like, 
and to a worthless master, and frequently against 
the inclination of their poor parents, and often times 
without consulting them. Are there not many ser- 
vants like situated as in the parable, "who knows 
not what his lord doeth ?" (John xv. 16.) " Seldom 
does any man of sense," it is said, " make his ser- 
vant his counsellor, for fear of making him his go- 
vernor too but if masters, now-a-days, do not, 
for the most part, keep their choicest goods locked, 
up from their servants, are not their minds locked 

• I recollect a certain writer observing somewhere, that, from 
the cruel necessity in tome families (in manufacturing towns 
in particular,) of bringing up their children when very young, 
to work, the word sold might be used for the gain they are to 
mike by their labour I** My soul would be exceedingly grieved 
and I should think the lot of my children very hard, if theywere 
not only obliged to go out into the world at so tender an age as 
many of our poor fellow-creatures are, but also at the indifferent 
ill treatmeat, aod neglect of moral and religious duties. 
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up from their servants? can they fcay with their 
divine Master lo their servants, " I call you my 
friends ?" No, a servant, it seems, is to know nothing 
font his master's commands, and those also not to 
know the reason of them. I have more than 
once been turned out of my service, by master or 
employer, without assigning one reason for so doing: 
yes, without giving me a hearing : and in the last 
instance was a professing christian master ! and 
what added to the severity of this exercised autbo^ 
rity — ^this decision of mastership, aforetime he could 
call me partner — my friend ! but the reason is obvi- 
ous, and may be seen in order ; that I never did» 
and I trust I never will submit my neck to the iron 
yoke, without first making that defence, which our 
only Lord and Master has gave example ; as shall 
be shewn presently. 

Whatever may have been the condition of «er« 
vants — slaves in the days alluded to, God forbid that 
men should ever be greater slaves than- they are 
now-a-days — to every pleasure, to every passion, to 
every sin ! — Adultery^ now, is only living on terms 
of refined h)ve ! and almost to every sort of cruelty 
and tyranny ! So great is the pride and tyranny of 
some called lord and master, that they make their 
fellow stand in awe and fear of them. Yes, eveji t6 
worship them, (uncover their heads,) to take off 
their hats " in their presence, and at their approach. 
Yes, I know some professing christian masters, whi 
imperiously demanded of their men (and boys of 
course) to " take off their hats " in their presence f 
tauntingly adding, "you are no quaker, are you?" 
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Itatbority of the master, and the degradation of the 
servant.t 

I am aware of the difficulty and perplexity which 
may arise at times on the disuse and laying aside the 
epithets Mr, and Mrs. — Master and Mistress, &e. 
I often find myself somewhat embarrassed ; as also 
hath many among your society. Your worthy con- 
vinced member, the late Margaret Lucas, of Leek^ 
in Staffordshire, on being interrogated of being a 
Quaker, and acknowledging the same — " not only a 
Quaker, Lord, but grant to me to be an Israelite 
uideed further remarks : — " how like a fool I ap- 
pear in my own eyes ; for there seemed as great an 
alteration in me as could possibly happen from such 
ft chajage. I could not now be fluent in compli- 
ments, and saw it better to keep out of extravagancy 
of words, and such a latitude in discourse, as I for- 
merly indulged myself in. many cross words and 
knotty qtteries lay in the way of all I seemed to have 
to dOy that nature was abashed, almost beyond the 
hope of recovery!" V. Account of her convince- 
ment, &c. p. 91, 92. 

t The same distinctions, 1 find, are not maintained in 
tome other nations as in England." To say nothing of some of 
the united states in Amerioa, Holland, for instance ; '* the weal- 
thy traders converse pretty much on a level ; neither is it easy 
to know the man from his master, nor the maiden from her mis- 
tress," &c Vide Goldsmith*s Geography. 

But alas I for Old England 1 it is too lamentably well known, 
that pride/' tyrant custom,** and what is called refinement. 

Destroys Hfe*s intercourse, t)ie social plan, 
That rank to rank cements, as man to man 

Bloomfield. 
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I am aware also of the novfelty, as well as thm 

perplexity (and perhaps consequent sufferings !) of 
the laqiie calling the steward JoAriy and the maiden 
calling the heiress and countess Charlotte; or the 
keeper of the wardrobe calling his highness GeorgCy 
Augustus, Frederick, or whatever the first name may 
be. But that such a ' ' - ' will be, I hesitate not to 
say, " when the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdom of our llord and his Christ," — when 
" the great ones," and " the kings of the earth bring 
their glory and honour into it." For no unclean 
person will be admitted, — none that war and fight, 
worketh abomination or maketh a lie I" See Rev. 

But how it has happened in this " enlightened 
age," — these boasted days of gospel light and truth, 
that certain professing chrijftian masters and mis- 
tresses should feel themselves offended at their be- 
lieving religious servants calling them by their first 
name, or brother or sister, is what I never should ex- 
pect to hear ! Yes, some, I have been told, have 
considered this christian freedom of the servant an 
" taking unwarrantable liberties !" This is "a cry- 
ing sin," and I believe is the complaint of almost all 
V .lominations (at least, of many that I have con- 
versed with) of professing christians! To such, 
the condemnation of the apostle James may be ap- 
plied ; at least, I may query, " are ye not then par- 
tial in yourselves, and are becoming judges of evil 
thoughts ?" " If ye have respect to persons, ye com- 
mit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgres- 
sors! ' Chap. ii. 4 — 9.* 

* I think I never can forget how I was once perpl^ed and 
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I will admit that the connexion of ^* master and 
aervant," ^* maiden and mistress/' or rather the em- 
ployer and the employed, is not, nor I believe lever 
will be abolished, or done away with. The recipro- 
cal obligation, or relation of master and servant, I 
find in eng^lish law, and domestic economy, ia 

teased by a fasbionable young man, (a customer of niy then em- 
ployer, and who was do less profligate thau fashionable,) by the 
words brother, and friend ! after assuming I was a Quaker — a 
Friend, he always, in genera], after addressed me with the ap- 
pellation brother;'* *<well brother,** and sometimes taunting- 
ly — ** am 1 not yonr brother ? 1 acceded and told h^m he was 
my brother, after the fleshly Adam, and of one common parent 
..-«»God, the Father of all but it was some time after before 
I could tell him he was not my brother, af^er the second Adam 
—spiritually. 1 turned to my books, 1 turned to my Bible, and 
the following remarks were the result ; which, though some 
eight or nine years ago, I now lay before my reader* 

1 found the very learned and pious writer, the late Granville 
Sharp hath shewn, that •* under the glorious dispensation of 
the gospel, we are absolutely bound to consider ourselves as ci- 
tizens of the world ; that every man whatever, without any par- 
tial distinction of nation, distance, or complexion, must nece»« 
tMrily be esteemed our neighbour, and our brother; and that we 
are absolutely bound in Christian duty to entertain a disposi* 
tion towards all mankind as charitable and benevolent, at leasts 
as that which was required of the jews, under the law, towards 
tiietr national brethren.** Vide* the Law of Retribution, or a 
i|eriotti Warning to Great Britain, &c** against tyrants, slave- 
bolders, and oppressors, &c. &c. 

Srethren was a common designation among the jews ; and 
St Paul calls tbem brethren to whom he preached— -kinsmen 
after the flesh. And he, as well as our blessed Lord, speaks of 
tbe new spiritual, distinct from the brotherhood according to 
the fiesh. Just so the epithet Friend will admit of a doable 
meaning,— the natural, used in common by princes, counsellors, 
generals, captains, honest men^ and rogues ;\.and the spiritual^ 
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fbtinded in convenience, whereby a man is directed 
to call in the assistance of others^ where his own 
skill and labour will not be sufficient to answer thd 
cares incumbent upon him.'' This is simply, if not 
exclusively, the intent and connexion of master and 
servant, according to law t the effects and conse-* 

used by \ht faith/al, boUnd together in the aacred tie of Chris* 
tian love. But if the holy scriptures are to be our instructor, it 
appears that the Almighty had chosen a name (or epithet) to be 
used under the gospel dispensation. IVi that day, saith the 
Lord of hosts, ye shall call every man his neighbour, under the 
vine and under the fi|; tree." Zech. iii. 10. 

But with respect to the epithet Fr/Vnuf, (if Hear n right,) it 
is not so honourable, if so endearing, as you, my friends, may 
apprehend ; which i infer from our blessed Lord*s common use 
of it, to jews and gentiles; even to the man who was at the 
king*s feast, and had not on a wedding garment; and to Judas 
who betrayed him. (Mat. xxvi. 50.) 1 know nothing of the 
dead langua^Cf in the original tongue, 1 am informed (by a mem- 
ber of the New Jerusalem Church ! John Clowes) a term is 
applied which more properly signifies companion^^ And truly, 
every one knows the diifereuce between a companion and a 
friend. The natural or common acceptation, and the spiritual, 
the faithful and beloved, (v. the parables, &c. explained, part 9. 

p so.) 

The expositors of the Christian Family Bible, observe that 
the word Friends does not often occur in the New Testament* 
being swallowed up in that of Brother.'' (John 'iii. 14.) The 
itarly christians, I find, loved each Other like brethren, and call« 
ed one another by that name. From hence, it appears to me» 
that the epithets friend or neighbour, oug^ht to be the general 
address, in the intercourse with strangers ; and brethren, bro-> 
ther and sister,** to those who are connected by that tender and 
endearing tye of christian faith, hope, and charity. But 1 find 
by (the latter) «• brother,'" the society of Friends a^ddress (he hah 
thens—ihe unconverted Indians 1 (see an oration of thQ American 
Friends, on the cultivation and improvement of these people,) 

2 H 
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Qoences depend on the services and circumstancet, 
|f, by way of contradistinction, nottiiug^ more i» 
meant tlian, or implied by these epltlietSy 

Master^ S. (maisterf old Teut. meistery Teut. 
pieesteTf Bel. maitre^ Fr. fnagisier^ Lat.) a ruler, a 
chief or head ; a housekeeper or possessor ; a teach- 
er or instructor ; or the commanders of trading ve»- 
•els, &c. a person who has servants under him* 
—Mistress. *** 

Servant^ S. (Fr. servua, Lat.) one who is hired 
to do business for another ; a wofd of civility, Im- 
plying a ready willingness to do good, or to serve 
finother : service of love ; favour. 

If, 1 say, this is the import only and use of the 
above epithets, by way of clearness of expression ; 
I do not much scruple to use them occasionally : 
but if master (and mistress, Mr., or Mrs.) implies a 
person subject to no controul ; a title of dignity at the 
universities, and in the courts of law; or implies 
a young , gentleman,, and used as flattery or mere 
compliment ; in this case my objections are already 
before the reader : and I shall only add in the 
words iff Elihu — " I know not to give flattering ti- 
tles ; in so doing my Maker would soon take me 
*way, (Job. xxxii.) or as your .worthy predecessor, 
William Penn, hath it — " lest God should strike me 
dead!" Truly, ^'nothing proves more the absence 
and disregard of the fear of God, than to speak and 
act with a mere view of approbation, and to flatter 
the persons around us.'' 
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But unto you, my friends, I need not thus to 
write. It is pretty well known, that in no society is 
a man upon such an equality of rank and privileges, 
AS in the society called Quakers ; I mean, at the 
time when you were what is called " first a people.** 
And certain it is, (as your worthy advocate Thomail 
Clarkson observes,) there are particular traits in 
the character of a tnie Quaker, worthy of imitation : 
their independence of mind — no marks of servility 
about them — no flattery from their lips : his mind 
has never been made to bend, on the approach ot 
what is called his superior rank. He seels nothlt&g 
in his own society to lessen his own importance df 
dignity as a man. They all (poor as well as rich) 
can read and write : they have the Bible, and it may 
thus be said " the keys of knowledge " are put into 
their hands. 

I will admit, with a certain " divine, " that "SO 
far as service imports duty and subjection, all crea- 
ted beings, whether men or angels, bear the neces- 
sary and essential relation of eervufits to God^ atiil 
consequently to Christ, who is God blessed for ever.** 
— " Forasmuch as having once made a creature, he 
cannot cause that creature should not owe a natur&l 
relation to his Maker, both of subjection and depend- 
ance." The Messiah, Christ himself, with respect Xq 
his human nature, was considered as a sei^vant. — 
" Behold, ray servant shall deal prudeiitly, he shall 
be exalted and extolled, and be vefy high." (IsaiA 
lii. 13.) Yet, " he took upon himself Che form of 'a 
€ervant, and became obedient unto death ; even the 
death of the cross." But to be Christ's servants, 
(whose service is perfect freedom,) and to be servants 
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of men, (whose service is bondag^e,) are two different 
situations and occupations in life. 

If througli « the love of Christ to his faithful fol- 
lowerSy he further advances them from servants to 
.friends, — from only livings in his house to lying In 
his bosom! — ^this is an instance of favour above the 
rate of created goodness. Ought not the eartUy or 
professing master to follow his heavenly master's 
example? That yon, my friends, (the society at 
large,) do not stand clear in this important matter, 
but bear the name and have the honour of that you 
do not merit, but are rather reprehensible, I could 
easily prove : but I must conclude this important sub- 
ject with another short remark or two^ 

**Mr. and Mrs." (Master and Mistress) it is said, 
do not mean any thing about bondage or dominion, 
or import mastership ; and that the epithet " friend," 
or brother," is liable, on the same principle, (as com- 
monly used,) to as many objections. But suppose 
to a stranger it appears mere civility ; and to an 
enemy it may approach nearly to insincerity ; are 
tke Friends^ or a person purely religiously serupu- 
Jous, to be blamed in this matter? The like also of 
the plural verb, " yow," to a single person, (as well 
as Mr. and Sir, &c.) is said to be used indiscrimi- 
nately, to the very lowest of mankind — to negroes, 
^ felons, and toad-eaters." Its — is it " obvious that no 
psrson's vanity can possibly be puffed up by receiv- 
ing of it?"* 

• Vide " the Edinburgh Review, or Critical Journal j" review 
9f T* Clarkson's Portraiture of Quakerism, &c p. 93. (No. U 
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I must confess here, I am at some loss to know 
who and what sort of men are toad*eaters." I have 
heard of monsters, in human shape ; I have heard 
and read of a late certain political pander," and 
political canibaU; I have heard and seen ^re eat« 
fsrSy equestrian performers, tumblers and mounte« 
Jbanks, and a host of other diabolical performers, 
called Messrs. — ^gentlemen, and sirs ! to say nothing 
here of the inimitable indian jugglers^ who could — 
did they, eat red-hot iron, and swallow swords? I 
have heard of a man, it is true, thad did eat a very 
large toad alive ; (for a wager ;) but such was the 

voK St if 1 recollect aright) On the above however, I muit 
here remark, it was do flattering compliment to the authors of 
those works which they review ^ such as have attained or deserve 
jk portion of celebrity ; and whom they style Reverend, Mr. 
Gentleman, and such like titles of distinction. But had these 
new potentates in the regions of literature,— >if the talents of 
those who are the conductors of this work are of ** no common 
description/*—" talents of such magnitude and variety, as have 
very rarely been united in a periodical work/* [ am not a little 
snrprised that they have not laid aside epithets and titles alto* 
gether. 

This formidable tribunal, this critical bench, it should seem> 
appears to consider itself rather as a court of justice than of 

' equity but their qualification may be estimated by a compa- 
rison with the following extract from a writer who has attained 
(and perhaps deservedly) a great portion of celebrity/* Robert 
Macfarlan. In his preface to a work entitled, ** History of the 
reign of George the Third, King of Great Britain, Sec ^c. after 
jgrounding the truth of his parliamentary researches of the effects 
•f six or seven and twenty years attendance at the debates in 
both houses, apologizes for omitting the epithet Afr. before eve- 
ry proper name throughout his book. " This omission (says he) 
•rises neither from plebeian insolence, nor from a levelling prin- 

* ciple, birt from an attachment to classical purity i Mr. Pitt, and 
Mr. Foy being as juumusical to the author*s ears^ as Mr. Cicerp^ 
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extraordinary craving^ of the poor man^s nature, that 
icarce any things could be prepared soon enoug'h to 
aatisfy his hunger; raw meat as well as dressed 
eame not amiss to him. But if I w&s left to desigriate 
these men toad eateii/' I should suppose them to 
be the epicureans of the day, those convivial souls; 
who glory in their shame/' and boast of their an- 
niversary dinners, and feasts, — eating of fish, flesh; 
fowls, and all sorts of deserts besides taking their 
bottles of wine.'' Such despicable wretches and 
ifluttons as these, I should not be at all surprised to 

mnd Mr. Demosthenes, and likely to reflect more ridicule tliait 
dignity on historical coin position.** 

Whether Robert Macfar]an*s work, or the Edinburgh Criti- 
cal Journal, or both, may survive the wreck of numberless Annals 
of Europe, that spring up like mushrooms, or not, 1 fear neither 
the inquisitorial scrutiny of being branded with *' ignorance oV 
dalness,** on my forehead, by the latter, nor need apologize wit^ 
the former for plebeian insolence,** or " levelling principles;*^ 
I have higher authority than the classics, for my conduct an^ 
conversation, even that of the purity of the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ, and the practice in the truly " golden age,** not of the 
♦* literati," but the liberty of the gospel, whereby Christ lias 
tnade all his followers free— freemen. 

From hence I infer, that the Edinburgh reviewers are not 
those men of superior talents which they set themselves up for 
to be ; and had I no other documents (though 1 have cited one 
of no inferior merit, "inscribed to the Edinburgh Review," p. 133, 
let. 1.) it appears clearly to me that they have "wasted the 
midnight oil;'' and that they stand in need of more learning, 

and a teacher . Their excellency of wisdom is that of man^s 

toisdom, not that which Cometh from above, but of mere human 
invention ; or like that of a Hume, a Godwin j " general expe- 
diency as the standard of all moral duty," and " eloquence as 
the grand object to be pursued 1" Thus, truly, " reducing vir- 
tue** and religloni " to a mere computation of consequences 1" ' 
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hear they eat a toady (if an ingredient of mock turtle^ 
or) if " served up^ under cover/'* 

This, however, brings to my mind a passage of 
that primitive worthy latin father," though soma^ 
what ironical writer, yet trnly, I believe him the 
smartest, strongest, and most irresistable writer of 
the age — •* the flower of antiquity" — TertuUian. In 
his vindication of the usefulness of christians to th« 
public, against those called gentlemen; shall I 
tell you," who the gentlemen be, if there be any in 
good truth, (mark that reader,) who make these hea* 
vy complaints, of the unprofitableness of christians 
to the public ? Why, first, they are your pandert 
and pimps, and filthy players about your baths, next, 
your cuUthroatSj poisoners^ and magicians ; lastly^ 
your soothsayers, wizards, and astrologers: thefi^ 
are the gentlemen we christians are so useless to ; 
and I thipk \i is very well for the public we are so. 
However, if you are sufferers in any thing by chris* 
tians, they make you ample . recompence another 
way ; for what a valuable blessing you are in posses* 
sion of, in having such a people among you, who 
are npt only your defence against devils, always up- 
on their knees to the true God, in your behalf; not to 
insist upon this, I say, what a treasure is it, barely 
to have such people to serve you, as you are sure 
will never do you any harm,"t 

* The ** saline draught/* which a certain concnbine or harlot 
(nu Afc) waa iniitniinental in admioijtteriBg, one night, to her 
prinoe-like master, doctor ^ - rt .V < - t (an epicurean of no 
umaiX note,) and though of their own compounding the moat 
nauseout^ yet he awore ** it was the finest c9oUr he had ever 
tasted in his life t 

t T. the Apologies of Justin Martyr 5 TertuUian^ &c. &c 
by Reeves, p. 3J^1. vol. L 
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I mast haste to condade this important subject^ 
though with much relactance. I know many arguer 
the same way for receiving the epithets and titles 
Mr. and master, dtc« as they do for finer attire and 
costly furnitare, <&c. namely by opposites. I have 
been told to my face, that there is as much pride 
(may be) and vanity in common attire, and a mean 
habitation, as another in silks and satins, and sump- 
tuous dwellings!" If this be true, (though I amr 
hard to believe it,) I am astonished that thousands 
should be at so much expense, and lose so many 
days, nights, and years to procure those things 
which another can enjoy, " have equally the same 
pride !" at ten times less expense, and a quarter of 
the time procure them. What infatuated mortals ! I 
pity them who lose so much precious time to procure 
that, which few enjoy but a little time, and some not 
at all, or just a few days, before they receive the 
awful summons — " come to judgment !" .To such, 
the fool in the parable (or rich man who had laid 
up store for many years) is an excellent warning. 
But some few in the latter case, (for titles and ho' 
nours,) exceed in enormity to procure that, which 
the rustic — John, is equally "as proud*' — happy 
without. 

But admit, for argument sake, that the disciples 
of Christ (whose kingdom he himself declares is not 
of this world, John xviii. 36.) had no express com- 
mission to alter the temporal condition of men, but 
only to prepare them for a better world, by the ge- 
neral doctrines of faith, repentance, hope, charity, 
peace, and good will, (universal love and benevo- 
lence to aU mankind,) submission to iiyuries, &c. 
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yet sorely, though general doctrines are amply and 
•tonfBciently effioacioos, for the particular reformation 
of all conditions of inen. And if, as the writers of 
Virtue's Friend " observes, " a practical acquain- 
tance with the vuiversal i^irtues, temperance, justice, 
«nd benevolence, will lead individuals to the perfor«' 
manoe of all their particular duties,''^ Masters and 
mistresses may depend upon it, that a religious, or 
God-fearing servant, will not only watch over them, 
that they do not exact more than the agreement^ 
and fulfil their agreement, but also watch over 
them for good, aa the apostle hath it. This, my 
friends, I believe, is the principal reason and cause 
why the more wealthy and rich among you, cannot 
find poor members enough to be their servants ! 

From hence, surely, nothing can be construed as 
an acknowledgment of any right or property really 
vested in masters, with respect to servants ; neither 
can it be (Opposed that the submission enjoined by 
the a}>08tle, (1 Tim. vi. 1. Titus ii. 9. Coless. iii. 2». 
&o.) Implies "right of dominion" — a right in the 
master to exercise such a dominion ad that of op- 
pressing others unjustly ; that, for instance, of mak^ 
ing their servants (or those employed as journeymen, 
Ac.) work what time they please, and at what wages 
(or hire they chuse to affix, (as shall be noticed pre- 
neotly.) Nay, the reciprocal duty of fathers, is 

* Essay, or No. 27. p. 39. vol. How the adept in general 
morals, is better qualified for vicis situdes of station, than be 
whose more confined views only comprehend particular duties, 
although he may abide in one unvaried condition^ (or uniform 
tenor of events,) (ibid.) 1 must leave with these celebrated wri- 
ters to reconcile if they can. 

2l 
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plainly pointed out by the apostle, to be a pradeni 
moderation of that paternal authority with which 
they are entrusted ; for they are carefully warned 
against any arbitrary severity. (Coloss. iii. 21.) And 
a religious servant claims the same attention and re- 
gard ; feeling that he is free, notwithstanding his 
contracted service, will take delight in the prosperity 
of his ei[nployer ; the slightest indication of a wish 
or purpose, will give motion to every power he pos- 
sesses, in order to its completion. He cannot be 
unfaithful to a cause, which, by grateful sympathy, 
becomes his own ; nay, he will chearfuUy encounter 
toil, when the urgency of circumstances, and real 
necessity requires, for the good of his employer; 
knowing who never exposes him to them without 
strict necessity.* 

In a note at page 13, 14, (Let. I,) I intimated a 
desire to re-consider the objections, or rather to 
make a few remarks on the unseasonable," not to 
say " unreasonable time of your fifth day^ for pub- 
lic worship, (ten o'clock of the week day,) &c. In 
this fore-mentioned first discourse, I cannot say 
but that I waited in great expectation, that this es- 
teemed itinerant minister might have been led by the 
Divine influence of the great Spirit to have touched 

* 1 have seen enough of these servants and journeymen, who 
have been all flattery and obedience, at least pretended so, and 
thought no time nor labour too much \ when, at the same time, 
they were purloining — robbing their employer, both of their 
property and time 1 But not so with a religious servant— no 
*<eye senrice for him, but **with singleness of heart, serving 
the Lord.** ^< Doing as he would like to be done unto,'** were 
Ji« the employer, instead of the employed. 
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upon ; and of which my soul hath not been unfre- 
quently exercised, but also I have had frequent 
struggles and difiBculties to encounter with as it res- 
pected (the fleshly part — man, and his wisdom) my 
masters or employers. Oftentimes have I come to 
,your fifth day public assembly through the river, 
through the fire and water, figuratively speaking; 
and although I have almost as often met with a gra« 
clous salutation of the great Spirit, by some one of 
the ministering servants of your society, by the word 
of truth, the holy sriptures, from such texts as these: 
" I must work the work of him that sent me, while 
it is day ; the night cometh when no man can work." 
John xix. 4. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 
if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me." Mat. xvi. 14. 
" If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee? follow thou me." John xxi. 22. Yet my 
soul was not truly satisfied till 1 heard a discourse 
by one of your ministers (Susan Hadwen) from the 
following text : " And in process of time it came to 
pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an 
offer unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of 
the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof. And 
the Lord had respect unto Abel, and unto his offer- 
ing : but unto Cain and to his offering, he had not 
respect." (Gen. iv. 35.) Nevertheless, I was in 
hopes of hearing something on this head, at so par- 
ticularly favourable a season. 

But, perhaps, you, my friends, may urge that this 
your esteemed itinerant, or visiting friend, was not 
inspired — was not led by the Holy Spirit to discourse 
npon these mibjects according to my views and ex- 
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pectatioDS ; but I might query — waa he really inspir- 
ed — ^had beany immediate revelation," with respect 
to the discourses I allude to ? If I may be allowed 
to judge, and speak my mind, from his negations — 
negative style of preaching, and correspondence wifh^ 
out controversy; coupled with the indifference to the 
principles and doctrines of your society, I should 
say, I think he was not : to say nothing here of the 
(concerted and) previous determination — not to call 
the attention of the (then) assembly to you, asa peo- * 
pie ; and of which he was so earnest, in his discourse, 
to assure them it was not ! 

If then it is not the offering, but the manner of 
the offering, — neither the time nor the quantity ; — if 
Cain's offering would have been as acceptable to 
God as Abel's, if his heart had been right towards 
God. Verily then, it is not every fifth day nor every 
first day sacrifice that will be most acceptable to Grod, 
if merely the day or time of public meeting: it must 
be sincerity in the heart ; — God looketh at the mo- 
tive and desire of the heart, more than the outward 
offering ; for there is bis altar. And although I am 
satisfied in a measure as it respects myself, I am ne- 
• vertheless anxious that this important act of public 
duty may be put in a clear and convincing point of 
view* If servants and workmen have a right to fix 
a price on their labour time, and, although masters 
may choose whether they give it or not, hath not the 
servant as much right to be concerned about, and 
fix a time fifth rfay"^ in the week for public wor- 
ship? 

I am aware, that if this principle is acted upon to 
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the fall extent, some may say, the oxen must be 
stalled in the midst of their labour," the plough 
stand still," the counting-houses and shops must be 
closed in the midst of business, and the artisans 
and the anvils cease their reiterated strokes," and 
all labour and industry struck dumb in the midst of 
their necessary employ and usefulnes ! Be it so ;- if 
this public act of worship is equally binding upon 
all. But this, however, seems not to be allowed, if 
by what I could make from the following hint thrown 
out by this itinerant minister, namely, ^^a servant 
may worship God, and serve him, when about their 
master's and mistress's business, in the house, (and 
in the warehouse too, I presume,) and in the field," 
&c. ErgOy then this is — is it, a privilege peculiarly 
and exclusively masters' and mistresses'? O that 
masters and mistresses did not abuse and neglect this 
extra privilege and opportunity to work out their 
salvation^ but improve it to the glory of the cause 
they profess, to the comfort of themselves, and to the 
equal comfort and happiness of their religious ser- 
vants, to whom they are indebted for this opportuni- 
ty of grace, through the mysterious dispensation of 
providence ! For if — is not — " the servant equal to 
his master, and the maiden with her mistress," — equal- 
ly bound to the care of their souls, and must equally 
render an account when they shall give up their 
stewardship?" Verily, then, the invidious distinc* 
tion, — the slavery and bondage of servitude, is swal- 
lowed up in " the kind oflBce of the servants." 

However, I cannot help thinking but that your 
society lay rather too much stress on this fifth 
day (or working day) of- the week^ for public wor- 
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•hip ; and that on a mistaken interpretation of onr 
Lord's injunction, with the gracions promise annex- 
ed) Matt. vi. 31 — 33. I do not suppose that any 
baye not time to spare, for so small a space of time, 
from their outward avocations ; rather, if " through 
want of faith in the above gracious promise, that 
they cannot afford to withdraw," I cordially unite 
with Morris Berkbeck, and earnestly recommend 
all such carefully, not superficially, to exmine 
whether more time be spent less profitably, almost 
every day in the week, without scruple, or being at 
all looked at or regreted But I do not agree ex- 
actly with M. B. and consider the sacrifice on the 
morning of that day, on which the laws of the land 
hath happened to sanction, and prohibit worldly 
pursuits, as tnsuffic*enty or less acceptable by him 
who looketh at the heart, and discerneth its most sa- 
cred thoughts and intents. (Heb, iv. 12.) But what 
think you friends, of " the law of the land ?" — Our 
ancestors, the Britms^ in (the dark ages,) we find 
that " in the time of the Saxons, king Ina made a 
law that if a servant worked on the Lord's day, 
though by the command of his master, it was a suflS- 
cient cause to discharge him from his service, and 
to make him free ; but if he worked without such 
order, the servant was to be whipt : So, if a freeman 
worked on that day, he was to be made a bondman> 
or to pay 60s."* With M. B. " I have wondered 
often how any rational being, believing the immor- 
tality of the soul, and its future reward or punish- 

• V. The Right! of the Clergy, of that part of Great Britaia 
called England, &c. by W. Nelson* of the Middle Temple# 
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Client, according to the deeds done in the body, be 
they good or evil — how any professors of the Chris- 
tian religion can, indifferently or cooly, neglect at- 
tending in their places, at the time set apart for this 
important duty," — Let me then, with the same 
apostle, affectionately entreat you no longer to h% 
found even partially ^forsaking yourselves together^ 
as the manner of some is.' "t Heb. x. 25. 

But if this Jifth day morning sacrifice is obligatory 
and binding upon all the members of your society, 
ought not the servant (if I may use the epithet) as 
well as the master, to obey God rather than man. 
All real christians, I believe, streneously maintain, 
that, in all cases^ God must be obeyed rather than 
man : and that whenever the commands even of our 
lawful rules, require us to act in opposition to the 
express will of God, we ought, rather than comply, 
endure any extremity of suffering ! This reserve 
we are taught to make, not only from the words of 
the apostle, (Acts v. 29,). but by their example also, 
as well as the whole army of martyrs."* 

If this fifth day, or one working day of the week, 
for public worship, (exclusive of the Sabbath-day,) 
is absolutely binding upon all professing christians, 
I cannot help thinking that the arguments of ano- 

t V. A tender expostulation with the leM diligent atten- 
dants of meetings for worship, among the society of Frieinii, % 
&c. p. 1—5. 

* V. note, critical, of (he Christian obseryer, in their review 
•f a letter from David Bogue, on their review of his Essay on 
the New Testament, &c. p. 754. vol. I. 
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ther jrriter, though not of your society, neither ex- 
actly on the same occasion, yet it may have some 
weight here ; particularly so as he very earnestly 
wishes that it may find an entrance to the minds of 
aoch as are individually interested in it." On the 
religious education of children; how far " the explo* 
ded doctrine of occult causes has found its way into 
our systems of education," I am not immediatoly 
prepared to say ; but such is the latitudinarian spirit 
of too many, that religious effects seem to be expec- 
ted to arise from unknown powers, without the la- 
bour or care of forming previous habits.** But to the 
question. This pious writer is particularly exhort* 
ing parents, of the necessity of their children and 
servants having a portion of time in the day, for re- 
tirement and self-collection : I most cordially unite 
with him, that family duty and public ordinances, 
will have little effect, when no stated time is secured 
for sacred devotion and reflection ; and if public 
and social means fail of good effects, they will not 
fail of a very pernicious one, viz. to habituate the 
mind to exhortation without fruit, and informa- 
tion, which is associated with indifference, if not se- 
curity. I beg to repeat that this is a matter of such 
consequence, that persons, whose income epable 
them to provide for their families beyond the mere 
necessaries of life, are inexcusable in permitting trif- 
ling obstacles to prevent an arrangement of such im- 
portance ; and it is in vain to lament the waqt of re- 
ligion In our children, if we minister not the means 
so far as they are in our power. 

— "I cannot conclude without observing, that 
something more might be doo^ in the case of ssr- 



"^antS than is ordinarily attended to ; their time i^ at 
the disposal of their masters and mistresses, and a 
f^reat moral disadvantage of their situation lies in 
tiieir inability to procure any devotional retirement. 
We are certainly responsible before God for all ih& 
powei" lodged in our hands, and however we may 
now plead general custom, we shall hereafter find 
little ([Consolation in reflecting, that while no expense 
was spared in fitting up apartments to receive and 
entertain company, we thought none necessary 
which tni^ht conduce to the welfare of immortal 
sodls, over whom we had a providential superinten- 
dance, and whom we cruelly neglected in what 
most tended to their interests, whilst their whole 
time and attention were engaged in ministering to 
our temporal convenience and accommodation."'*' 

But surely, my friends, you do not mean to lay 
as much stress on this fifth day," as on the obser- 
Tation of the ^r«;f, or Sabbath-day? Yet even in 
this, II limitation is allowed. I shall not enter in- 
to the various disputes, (in the last ages,) whether 
the sabbath was instituted at the creation of the 
world, and kept by the ancient patriarchs ; whether 
the sanctifying one day in seven, is ceremonial only; 
or, whether the day called Lord's Day was founded 
on the authority of the church, guided therein by 
the practice of the apostles ? It would be very tedi- 
ous to recite all the arguments on both sides, a few 
arguments may suffice. 

Admit, that it was not observed by the primi- 

• P/tih-Nepios, v. Christ Obserr, p. 3^9. vol. II. 
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tive patriarcbB ; for Abnham bimself, With whom 
the covenant was made, did not keep any particular 
4ay to the Lord, if he had it wonld certainly have 
I^een m^iitioned in scripture, which is very oxaot in 
the history of his life admit further, if God had 
then oommaaded one day in seven to be pbservedy 
the patriarchs would certainly have known it;" iti^ 
certain they were acquainted with all the rest of thii 
oommandment : as, for instance, they had know* 
ledge of the first commandment, by what God spitke 
1p AbraJiam. 

I am God, aU-sufiSoient, walk thoq b^ore 
me and be perfect : 2. Jacob went from Bethel to 
cleanse his house from idolatry. 2, The religions 
making oaths, as that of Abraham with Abinhdech^ 
shews the care they had not to take the Lord's name 
in vain. 4. The practice of Imiac and Jacob shews 
what duty children are to pay to their parents. 5. 
The slaughter pf the Schich^mitea^ and the precept 
which God gaye tp Noah against shedding blood, 
shews that they abominated the sin pf murder. 6. 
The cpntinency of Joseph^ the punishment threaten- 
ed to Abimfilech for keeping Sarahy who was Abra* 
ham's wife, shews that adpltery was a sin. And 
JoaepKe pursuing his brethren for the silver cup; 
Abimplech reproving both Abraham and Isaac for 
denying their wives ; and Joseph not coveting 
his master's wife, (see Genesis,) shews that they 
were not ignorant of the seventh, eighth, and ninth 
commandments. 

This being the case, is it likely that the primitive 
patriarchs were ignorant of keeping holy (or a day 
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of rest) one day oat of seven? The flrit Intimation 
retpecting tbe Sabbatli Is glren in the second ctiap« 
ter of Genesis : whether this command to set tfpart 
ttae seventh day for sacred furpeses relates to *^ the 
time that Moses wrote i//' (as certain Jewiek fobbing 
ttolt ns,) or whether it was instituted h> Paradise^ 
Aiay not be easy to deoide^ : though the apoatle Pan! 
Assares tis* the law (tke Sabbath) ia only a shadow 
bt good things to come/''N' which is Christ, and the 
Lord of the Sabbath. And if it was instituted and 
given to man in hi^ primcBval purity, being created 
npright, and loved the Lord his God with all his 
beart, and mind, and soul, and strength ; and when 
there was no need of a day of sacred rest to with- 
draw the mind from the carnal eagerness of worldly 
pursuits, or to recruit the body from oppressive la* 
bour ; how much more necessary doth man require 
now a day of rest, not only from the incessant toils 
which millions are necessiated to labour, thorns and 
thistles having sprung up»" and the earth seems now 
to have received nearly its full " curse,'* which cause 
man to " eat bread in the sweat of his /oee," (though 
we see sonfe men dare to exempt themselves from 
this decree,) but also are so greatly faHen from this 
primitive innocence, purity, and holiness. 

But admit that <^ the appropriation of o^e day in 
seven to the worship of God, and other religious ex- 
ercises, having been made a branch of the moral 
Biw, as summed up in the ten commandments ; and 
that law being confessedly, with respect to nine of 
the commandments, of universal and perpetual obtr^ 

• 

* Heb. X. 1 
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gation;" and that the authority of the fourth com*', 
mandmenty uoder the gospel dispensatioD, not being, 
abrogated, for our blessed Saviour, in his sennon on 
the mount, in the most explicit terms saith, that it 
was not his design to abrogate any part of the moral 
law ; (see Matt. v. 17, 18.) yet from the exhortation 
of the apostle Paul, to the saints at Ck>llosse, the 
strict observation of the sabbath, or ceremonial 
part is done away with ; for saith he, Let no 
man judge you in meaty or in drinks or in respect of 
an holy day^ or of the new moon^ or of the Sabbath" 
Days (ii, 16.) if the sense of these passages be de- 
termined by the context, it will appear that they 
were written with a reference to the ceremouial law, 
which was designed to be abolished by the gosp*^! 
dispensation. And though the apostles themselvec, 
if we may judge by the conduct of Peter, were 
not fully informed at the day of Penticost, of the 
intended abolition of ceremonies and forms qftpoT" 
shipy yet we find afterwards Peter declaring (in the 
first christian synod) that the ceremonial law was a 
yoke, which neither their fathers nor they were able 
to bear. (Acts xiv. 10.) From hence it is evident 
that no christian is to be condemned for laying 
aside any part of the ceremonial law. But being 
brought unto Christ, (the law being our school mas- 
ter,) we are no longer under the law, but under 
Christ — Christ being formed within us, renewed 
}n our minds, and borp again," all is fulfilled ; and 
agreeable to Christ's own exposition of this com- 
mandment, this strict observation of the Sabbath, 
— " one jot or tittle," may — will " pass away such 
ceasing from sin^ have entered into rest," began 
tf^ eternal Sabbath. Not that the law is made vqid 
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through faith : " God forbid," saith the apostle, "yet, 
we establish the law, Rom. iii. 31, and make it ho- 
nourable. A limitation, however, I say, is allowed, 
even under the strict observation of this ceremonial 
law. 

Was not the sabbath broken by the express com- 
mand of God himself, as in the case of the children 
of Israel, whom he commanded to besiege Jerico, on 
that day ? " Then the priests blew their trumpets, 
the people shouted, and the city was destroyed !" — 
And not only upon this extraordinary occasion, but 
it is said, that " this was also broken by the public 
and open practice both of the priests and people, in 
the common and ordinary course of nature, as in tho 
case of circumcision, which, though a sacrament, was 
a bodily labour — " the act itsolf not less trouble- 
some than the bodily labour of tlie preparation," &c. 
A limitation, however, is evident. 

The Israelites did not keep any such day as the 
nabbath while they were in Egypt, for there they had 
no manner of rest from their labour ; they were not 
30 much as suffered to offer any sacrifices, which had 
been sooner finished than in the compass of a day. 
And it Is said, that when " they designed to make 
their escape from thence, and the better to effect it, 
they petitioned Pharaoh to permit them to go three 
days' journey into the wilderness, to sacrifice in Bgypt^ 
which Moses refused, for fear he should be stoned to 
death, because he must have sacrificed bulls and raras, 
nheep or oxen, which were the gods of the Egyp« 
(ians." 
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Many other tmtftiiced from scriptare miglit W 
produced, that a limitation of the strict obBervane^ 
of the eaU>ath waA allowed iodiyidually. For fat- 
stance, the pioufl attd godly Hannah, went not vtp ie 

the temple, the house of the Lord, to offer the year* 
ly sacrifice, on the account of her sucking child, &c. 
1 San. i. 20-^33. 

A limitation is sometimes necessary, by the infir-'' 
mi ties of oor fallen nature, to some of the exercises 
which ought, when we are unrestrained, to ocenpy 
M on this sacred day. Sicbtness may confine us to 
our rooms or beds, (and extreme cases — sueh as ser- 
Tants aud journeymen, who aste not much unlike be- 
ing in bondage under Egytian task-masters,) when we 
AooM otherwise be engaged in public worship ; and 
ia sueh oecasfonal interruptions,- we may require the 
attention and assistance of others. If onr Lord, by 
"declaring that he prefers mercy to sacrifice, has 
pointed out our duty on these occasions," — if, "what- 
ever are ihe necessities of our nature, as the relief of 
Iranger, or aid in sickness, must be considered as 
ennsfertent with, the sanetification of the Sabbath,'* 
doesi the serrant and journeyman, and others, who 
beive no eiber to prroyide for firunger, and the corn- 
mow necessaries of life break the Sabl^tb, or act itt^ 
onngislent with the s»nctlftcation of it ? In such ex- 
tresse cases ^and 1 aim grieved ht my soul thatf ther^ 
ftre socb extreme cases! I speak by expitfrieace,) 
Hfum- wottMt bftte les9 merey iBhewtt him tbdtr thea^ 
^ ike cur; as one wett observe, " our Siarionr also 
tnnglit, K Is consonant to the law of 6od, to takd 
a due care even of the brute creation, on the Sab- 
bath, much more of our fellow creatures : and oa 
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Xbifi gtQwd he mprQve4 the indif^aant rQlari tbt 
synagogue, who wished to represent our Saviouf'^ 
hwding of the diseased, as a work forbidden «o tito 
Sabbath-day. ^ TAou hypocrite^ doth mi ^achom^ytm 
QH the Sabbath looae hU ow or. kis 9S8 frori^ the st^Ms^ 
und lead him to watering ?' And agaip, to the IfMVr*- 
yers and pbarisees, ^ Which qf you shall have an aes 
or an ox fallen into a pity and will not straight-way 
fuU him out on the Sabbath-day ? And th&ij could not 
e^wer him again ur.to these tbdngs.' <l4uke xiii,. }&. 
and xiv. 3.) Hence, acts of real necessity, of mqrv- 
oy and <3on)passioni were duties suited to the fitf'iq^ 
ftst observation of tt^ Sabbaths "# 

In a note at p. 84, 1 mentioned absenting myself 
froBft yowr public worship — ^first-day, or Sabbatb, for 
alM>7« twelve months. SQm# time previous, I not 
only occasionally absented myself from public wor- 
ship, but worked on that day calleth Sabbath ; parti- 
onlarly on the forenoon of that day. For such oo«^ 
duct, I think, I know some of the members of your 
society look asquint, at least, thought li^btof me lor 

♦ This brings to my mind a young merchant of L * of 

what are called evangelical principles;** and who upbraided 
me for working on the sabbath day, (sending his hajfc home mm 
the fitit day, or rather labbath morning; though, by tlm^afW 
1 was At the time only a Journeyjuan ;) and indeed it gave ris$ 
to a paper controversy. In my last epistle, premising he had 
kept the commandments from his yodth up, yet suspecting tfa^ 
he had aot wri^ved at that state of perfeetion ^ whichrHie gos- 
pel requires, (see Mat. xix. 21.) I qasried hivi, if thou yvoaWit 
be perfect, go, sell that thou hast, and give to the poor;*'— 
he replied, " he saw my design,** ^c. and turned away I I do 
not know tike the ^< noble** man, (as some interpret the para- 
ble,) sorrowfully ; but I believe he had no small possession, of 
. wealthy ^andjlhesrd jiQ more of htm»^«p 0r^«Spe// 
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it I shall not excuse myself by making my ttandar^^ 
comparing it with others — memhera of your aociety^ 
who make their servants work also, on that day ; not 
only In labouring to provide the comforts and neees^ 
•aries of life, bnt also unnecessary labour^ such as 
cleaning the house-^oor, Ac. but shall vindicate 
myself upon the ground of extreme case." 

I might shelter myself by the narration iii the 
dialogue of the Father redeetned from slavery by 
his son ;" a young man by occupation a journeyman 
jeweller, and who plyed with a boat in the harbour 
of Marseilles, on the day called Sunday^ and holy 
daysy in order to procure a sum of money to ransom 
his father, who then groaned in fetters, &c.* And 
admit (as the story informs us) the ransom was part-% 
ly or principally effected by the charity of one of his 
customers, a stranger — (the celebrated Frenchman, 
MontesquieUy of the seventeenth century, famed for 
virtues, as well as the spirit of laws,) if works of 
manual labour are not suited to the strictest obser- 
vation of the Sabbath, ought not such a profound 
writer as Lindley Murrayto have made a note, mo- 
ral, or remark on such an important point of duty ? 
If, I say, this conduct is not consistent with the 
observation of the Sabbath, under the gospel dis- 
pensation, it will serve to justify my preceding re- 
marks, on the evil tendency of these best elementary 
books," for the instruction of youth, of the present 
and rising generations I 

But more particularly as .it respects my own con- 
* y. latrodiiction to the EDglish Reader, &<r, tec. 4. p» dft**^ 
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duct and pmctlce, in this matter. I certainly do 
consider myself similarly situated, as Israel under 
the tyrant Pharoah ; or like those slaves and ser- 
vants before alluded to, and whom the apostle advis^ 
eth to " care not for it ;" yet at the same time ho 
clearly instructs them, that it is their duty to prefer 
a state of freedom^ whenever they can fairly and ho- 
nestly obtain it ; " but if thou mayest be made free," 
says he, "use it rather." (1 Cor. vii. 20, 21.) And> 
certainly, if I belonged to a body of christians that 
would " efficiently relieve me," either by giving^ me 
any other employ, or put me in any other trade ; or 
even enable me to manag:e my own, upon my own 
principles, I would " choose it rather." From hence 
I can only reconcile my present situation and prac- 
tice. An " extreme case " it is ; but I think it is 
very diflTerent from " the stony-ground hearers,'*? 
whose animal feelings, mistaken for genuine reli- 
gious afiTections, have been excited for awhile, and 
if not in " an hot fit of religious profession " (per- 
haps you may know some among your society,) be- 
come luke-warm, grgtwing weary of well-doing, re-, 
laxing in their attendance on public worship of reli«< 
gion, and conforming to the vanities of the world, 
&<5." 



Let not the careless and indifferent think \ am 
pleading an extenuation of the stricter obervation 
of the " first day," or Sabbath^ much less because 
those who are not ashamed to say the Sabbath "hangs 
tedious on their hands!" depraved and detestable 
indeed must those be who call it " a foolish day !" 
Ah, did such see the Importance of all their actions, 
«nd the powers and opportunity we possess, for be- . 

9h 
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nlBcetit exertions, they wotild hare no reason to 
jotn the pitiable and ridicolous oomplaint of the 
tedionsness of the passing houris!" of the incum- 
brance of leisare, and the burden of indolence ! The 
man of reflection and benevolence, whom circum- 
stances condemn to trivial and nnavailing toil, knows 
the value of those ill-treated hours, each of which is 
a golden opportunity for enjoyment, improvement, 
<ir .usefulness.* 

I shall^ my friends, conclude this important point 
of duty, with a few estttacfs from your deservedly 
esteemed and worthy predecessor, Isaac Penington, 
not only as it respects fifth day " public worship, 
(-not to say a work of mipererogation,") but being 
applicable; alsb to any wtfo may, from motives of 
donsciencey^ purely religrotis, feel inc^linred to pay 
-i" ' . .:f. ' ^ ■ ■ ' 

• There are many things that, are done on the first day, or 
Sabbath, which are said not to be indisper;sab]y necessary ; at 
least, not altogetfier ex|>edient ; sucti as selling "of beer, liqaorS, 
diifk, kxi, (thbUgh by ihk ws^ Ifhe cow^ xkn^ inilk^> ai 
'WcQl ai^ the o% and'tfae horse led to.tb^ watering;) and also tb< 
rfuning of backup, ;»tage. Qoaches, ferry-men, packet-boats, 
and the towing of merchant ships out of docks, &c. and 1 might 
add the tra^cof collecting toll at turnpike gates, &c. 

Tjbose ivlito ^re in hoi\A^^t'^»trvanU or $lat^t it^ the\T U\\osi 
<ixedX\xxe^'"€mplQyerSf and have neither mouc^ n ox, time ^o pro- 
vide in the week time, (or seventh day,) those thing^ necessary 
itir the tomfortoirthe first day, or Saib'bath, 1 beltevfe what arti- 
stes f hey really want, and cail btry on that day, G^d wilt hdf^ 
niercy and no^ sacri^fice. But Ihi^, evil might be easily remQted^ 
if mercbapts and tradesmen wyufd ado{>t a, regulation which 
has so 'ohen Beeii urged and explained; )hal of paying tWir 
j^fri^ir^yVtiehf Ah4 Wdrk peofTle 6h llrt iixfb day rii^l^ tiiMI:l3adx)f 
the fleVentii. / Covncm &hwiijd«ly (Oct; to say xstanatiaaity^de- 
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tithes, aad priests' deipi^f^ds ; or refuse to ta^e your 
affirmation, or any other scrqpujons — jteiujer con-? 
sciences, purely religions. 

In his examination of the ground and capses yrhic^ 
are said to have induced the court of Bostpn, iq 
New England, to make th^t order or law of banish^ 
ment, upon pain of death, against the Quakers, 6cc. 
Among the many examinations, I select that on "/A^ 
authority and government which Christ excludes out 
of his church," &c. thus scrupulously and seriptu- 
rally observes^ " Let every man," saith the apostJe, 
be fully persuaded in his own mind ; take heed of 
receiving things too soon, take heed of running into 
practices too soon, take heed of doing what you see 
others -do, but wait for your own particular gui- 
dance, and for a full persuasion from God, what is 
his will concerning you. Though I know this to be 
truth, yet do not you receive it, till God make it 

piands it : the iudustrious part of the community would then 
have not only an equal and just right to lay out their hard 
earnings to the best, at least better advantage; but they might 
cook or prepare for tlie Sabbath-day ; which would /ree them 
from much manual labour, and give tiuem more time to make 
that day " a day of delight unto tlie Lord.'* On this plan did 
the once highly favoured people of God (the Jews) manage 
their temporal affairs^ 

But when Christianity is abroad in the world— when pro- 
fessing christians reduce to practice " the law of Christ, LOVE 
ONE ANOTHER;" which is no less than "fulfilling the law''* 
of commandments, (Rom. xiii. .10 ) there wiUJt^e none lack any 
4bin|^; -but -will Jiave. all things common (anioog which they 
jviU h,aye.£i cask of good beer in. the h9use;) and as for selling, 
&c. true christians will neither buy nor sell, work, or travel, on 
the first day, or Sabbath, ^nly in <:ases of extreme necessity^ or 
Muil act^ of iiiercy» _ » 



876 

manifest to yon ; receive trnth from bis hand, sttif 
till he give it yon. Indeed the main matter in reli- 
gion is to keep out the wroifg part^ the forward 
part; the bastardly birth from running into duties, 
catching of openings, and laying hold of promises ; 
and to feel the heir born of the immortal seed, to 
whom all belong ; and that the other birth never 
afterwards get np above him, hut be subdued, and 
brought into subjection. 

" Again, saith the apostle, * take heed of doing 
any thing doubtingly ;* be not forward, be not has- 
ty ; wait for the leading, wait for the manifestation 
of the Spirit. Be sure thou receive what thou re- 
ceiveth in faith, and practise what thou practisetli 
in faith ; for whatso*}ver is not of faith is sin^ being 
an error from the principle of life, which is to guide, 
and thereby thou loseth ground, and dishopoureth 
Christ, and cometh under condemnation. 

"And so the apostle warns believers, to take 
heed of drawing one another on too fast, or of judg- 
ing one another in such things as some of them 
might have light in, others not. He that eatetb, not 
to judge him that did not eat ; and he that did not 
eat, not to judge him that did eat. Yea, in matters 
of WORSHIP, he that observed a day, and kept a Sab- 
bath, not to judge him that observed not a day, or 
kept not a Sabbath ; for the Jews who were truly 
converted, were hard to be drawn oflF from the ob- 
servation of their Sabbath, and could hardly bear 
with the believing Gentiles, who were never taught 
to keep their Sabbath with them, but were taughtto 
esteem every day, and sanctify it to the Lord, Ron. 
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!l:tv, 5. And those who esteem every day, and dedi- 
cate it to the Lord, ceasing from sin, and resting to 
him ; for under the gospel we are not to set up a new 
type, but to -enter by faith into the true rest, which 
is the substance of what the other signified, could 
hardly bear with them who observed a day. Even 
in the apostles' days, christians were too apt to 
strive after a wrong unity and uniformity in out- 
ward practices and observations, and to judge one 
another unrighteously in these things. And mark ; 
it is not the dilFerent practice from one another that 
breaks the peace and unity, but the judging of one 
another because of different practices. He that keeps 
not a day, may unite in the same spirit, in the same 
life, in the same love with him that keeps a day ; and 
he who keeps a day, may unite in heart and soul 
with the same spirit and life in him who keeps not 
a day^; but he that judgeth the other, because of 
either of these, errs from the spirit, from the love, 
from the life, and so breaks the bond of unity." So 
the true charch^government. 

— " First, care must be had that nothing govern 
in the church of Christ, but the Spirit of Christ : 
that nothing else teach ; nothing else exhort ; no- 
thing else cut off and cast out. Every minister of 
the church is to watch over his own spirit, that it 
intrude not into the work of God, that it take not 
upon it to be the teacher, the exhorter, the reprover, 
d;c. and every member is to wait in the measure of 
the Spirit which he hath received, to feel the going 
forth of the Spirit in him who teacheth and govern- 
^th ; and so to be subject not to man, but to the 
Lord ; to receive from the Lord, to obey the Lord. 
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Not to know any minister according to the flegb f 
but to receive, and snbmit to what conies from the 
Spirit, in the Spirit. Not to know Paul, or Apollos, 
er Cephas, but the Spirit ministering in them. 
Vhul may err, A polios may err, Peter may err, (and 
iid err, when he compelled the Gentiles to live as 
the Jews, Gal. ii. 14." — " And Barnabas also did err, 
Ter. IS.) but the Spirit cannot err, ; and he that 
keeps to the measure of the Spirit in himself, cannot 
let in any of their errors, if they should err ; but is 
preserved. For the least measure of the Spirit is 
true, and gives true judgment." — 

" Seeondly, care must be had the conscience be 
kept tender, that nothing be received but according 
to the light, of the conscience. The conscience is 
the seat of faith ; and if it be not kept close to the 
light which God lighteth there, faith is soon made 
shipwreck of." — " The great error of the age of the 
•postacy hath been, to set up an outward jorder and 
uniformity, and to make men's consciences bend 
thereto^ either by arguments of wisdom, or by force ; 
Imt the property of the true church-government is, 
'to leave the conscience to its full liberty in the Lord, 
to preserve it single and entire for the Lord to ex- 
ercise, and to seek imify in the light and in the Spirit^ 
walking sweetly harmoniously together in the midst 
of diflFerent practices. Yea, and he that hath faith, 
«nd can see beyond another, yet can have it to him- 
self, and not disturb his brother with it, ijut can dis- 
-cern and walk wath him aecordi»g ^o his measure ; 
and rf his brother have any heavy burthen upon ibim, 
lie can lend him his ishoulder, and bear part of his 
burthen with iiim.'?— « And b^>teiidei' with tby^ bro- 
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ther's conscience, and be not iofltrumeiital to draw 
him into any thing which the Lord leads hin not 
into, bat rejoice if thou find tiim in simplioity of 
Jieart startling at any thing ; for if be abide hem 
feithfolly^ his guide will in dae season appear to tdmi 
and clear up his way before hitn ; .but if he be too 
tlftsty, he may follow a wrong guide^ and that guid« 
Will nerer lead him aright towards the kingdom, bat 
Hitangle him further and farther from it.— Oh ! how 
m^ny have run a whoring from the L4rd ! How ma* 
ny have firs^t lost the guidance of tlie Spirit, and thea 
drowned their life in religious performances ! How 
many have drunk of the' cup of fornication from the 
life, at the hands of the fies^bly wisdom ! How many 
have filled their spirit with New Testament idols and 
images,'-—-'* following the dodtrines of men !" 

Objtct. Butis not utiiformityjovely; and doth 
the apostle oxbdrt christians to be of one mind ; anil 
were it not a sweet thing if we were all of one hear^ 

and one way ? 

Answ. Yea^ Uniformityid Very lovely ; and to bo 
desired and waited for, €ls the Spirit of the Lord 
which is oney leads and draws into one. But for the 
fleshly part, (the wise reas<^ning part in mad,) fay 
fleshly ways and means tp strive to bring about 
fleshly uniformity, which insnares and overbears 4h^ 
icfUder conscience ; this is not lo^rely, not spiritual^ 
not christian. And the apostle who exhorts chris- 
tians to be of one mind, yet doth not bid them /brce 
tone aiiotber into one mind, but walk together sweetly 
so far as tbey Ijad attained ; and wherein they were 
otherwise minded, Qod in bis due time woiild tw!^ 
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more to them." (Philip. IH. 15, 16.) He that hath 
to him shall be given. And the intent and work of 
the miniatry," (with the " several ministrations of it," 
saith this worthy pfimitive teacher,) '^is to l»pingiiir 
to the unity, (Ephes. iv. IS,) as persons are able ta 
follow." And for being of one heart and one way, 
blessed be the Lord, this is in measure known and 
witnessed. The way is, ONE, Christ the trath of 
God ; and that is in the faith, and in the obedieaoe 
to that light which shines from his Spirit into th^ 
heart of every true believer, hath a taste of the one 
heart, and of the one way ; and knowetb that no va- 
riety of practices, which is of God " (mark that) ^^cao 
make a breach in the trae unity."-*— And the unity 
being thns kept, all will come into one outwarblt 
also at length, as the light grows in every one, and 
as every one grows into the light ; but this must be 
patiently waited for from the hand of God (who hath 
the right way of effecting it, and who alone can do 
it) ; and not harshly and cruelly attempted by ths 
rough hand of man."* 

Happy then for millions of the human race, true 
worship of God, and true religion, do neither coti- 
sist in set times, days, months, nor years, any more 
than in set forms, and liturgies, and ceremonies of 
(^ligion. With respect to the first, our blessed Lord 
himself said when on earth, the hour cometh, and 
. BOW iS) when the true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth ; for the Father -seeketh 

* Vide tho works of the long-mournful and sorely distressed 
Isaac Penington, whom the Lord in his tender mercy at length 
visited, and relieved by the ministry of that despised people 
oiUed a«idEer»^ p. 9«0>-*-S25. ?oL I. - . . . ^ 
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«uch to worship him." (John ir. 23.) t am thi 
good Shepherd, (says Christ,) and know my sheep^ 
and am known of mine ; they hear my voice, and 
they follow ine." (chap. x. I — 16.) And ag^in, I 
say unto yon, that if two of yon shall agree on earth 
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father which is in heaven: for 
where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.'t (Mat. xviii* 
19, 20.) 

With respect to the second, James, the immedi- 
ate servant and disciple of our Lord, assures us that 
pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their afflictions, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world." (chap. i. 17.) Now, these spots of the 
world are easily known. All that is in the worlds 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." 

t 1 should not, I believe, if I were able, take upon myself 
the task to trace the true church through every age, since the 
death of the founders ; let those contend about the « succession 
of the true and genuine priesthood," and ** apostolic church,** 
who may; but as Jesus Christ has promised to be with his church 
—(where two or three are met, &c.) to the end of the world ^ 
and that the gates of hell shall not prevail against it; I have 
DO doubt that he has always had such a church ; and that the 
above also is the true church — **a congregation of faithful peo- 
ple, met in Chrisfs name to worship God;** and such will 
preach f pray, ox sing, as they are moved by Christ's holy Spirit, 
Hence the true church dignity, and true church government* 
as well as the beauty and grandeur of true church worship 
and my lowly and mean habitation, or a barn or stable is at 
much "the house of God,** when so met, as any stately man- 
•ion, or stupendous and magnificent bouae in the ^orUI^ 

2k 
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Add the apostle Peter Is yery plain in this Hiatfer;t 
•peaking on false teachers, by whom the way of 
trutfi shall be evil spoken of, saith, — chiefly them 
that walk after the flesh, in the lust of iincleanness, 
and despise government, presnmptnous are they, self-^ 
willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.'^ 
(Like those that count it pleasure to riot in the day- 
time.) *^ Spots they are, and blemishes, sporting 
themselves wfth their own deceivings, while they 
feast with you ; having eyes full of adultery, and 
that cannot cease from sin ; beguiling unstable 
souls ; an heart they liave exercised with covetous 
practices; curaed children, which have forsaken 
the right way ; and are gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved the wa- 
ges of uhrighteousness : but was rebuked for his ini" 
qniiy ; the dumb ass speaking with man's voice for- 
bade the madness of the prophet." 2 Pet. ii. 10 — 17. 

This important subject leads me to consider a 
few of the causes of what is generally called Sab- 
'bath-breaking ; but more particularly as it respects 
profesBOfs "taking their pleasure and visiting "oh 
.the first day, or Sabbath. The libertine and the 
wicked — those who spend that day set apart for 
public worshiping of God, in idleness and riotous 
livings are gross Sabbath breakers ; and awful will 
their situation be at the day of judgment — the lake 
.which burneth with fire and brimstone will be their 
portion ! But the above has been a complaint, ever 
since I can remember, to this day ; by all pious mi- 
. nisters, both of the establishment and dissenters. 

And here comes to my view a remark of a oer- 
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tain minister, peculiar to tlie metropolis, which says 
he. seems to menace the dissenting congregations 
in it with impending dissolution. The health of per« 
sons who breathe the city atmosphere, calls for a 
house, or at least a lodging in the suburbs, and these 
are shadowing with their wings such ao extent of 
ground, that the merchant and his family find them- 
selves, on the Lord's-day-morning, three or four 
miles from the congregation to which they belong 
" The allurement of spending twenty-four hours to- 
gether in a pure air and bright prospects,'^ I, for 
my own part, do not consider it a bad temptation^ 
provided that such spend the day in a religious man* 
ner, and attend at a neighbouring chapel ; and real- 
ly could not, through indigency or otherwise, enjoy 
such delight any other day. But with a merchant^ 
this is inexcusable. This remark, however, is not 
confined to London ; and although it is some years^ 
ago, I find there is as much occasion for it as ever ; 
and the same complaint may be (and is) made of 
many other great towns, of — ^Haking pleasure^^^ first 
day visiting, &c. and vice versa. 

The refined pleasures which the seasons afford 
us, is acknowledged by the moralists, poets, and 
philosophers ; but by none more devoutly than the 
divine — the christian. The vernal quarter in parti- 
cular ; all the gay and reviving appearances of th^ 
Spring, are termed by the poets, " the smiles of na- 
ture proclaimed by the her^ild, the cuckoo : but 
more divinely, I think, by Ihe inspired penmen^ 
**The flowers appear on the earth, the time of thfe 
singing of birds is.come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land." (Cant. ii. 12.) But if the cjCea- 



^84 

tion b a ichpol for christian8*'~if those who 
neglect to vUit the country in Spring, or reject the 
contemplation of its productions, are guilty of a 
miUennesa against nature and if those who cannot 
admire the beautiful simplicity of nature, in its 
renewed productions," must have a taste dreadfully 
vitiated by intemperance.* Surely all ought te 
have the opportunity to enjoy the seasons, that de^ 
•ire it. 

The same pious writer (G. G. S.) observes farther, 
that the best time for enjoying those pleasures is a 
walk before breakfast, or at least before dinner, in 
the fields and he cites Hervey and Addison : the 
first has the following judicious reflection on this 
part of the subject: — How charming to rove abroad 
at the sweet hour of prime, and taste the delightfd 
freshness of the air ! Who would be dissolved in 
senseless slumbers, while the incense of the garden 
and fields embalm a morning's walk in the spring, 
and invite him to a feast of fragrance ! A fugitive 
treat they are, prepared only for the wakeful and 
temperate ; for when the sluggard lifts his heavy 
eyes, the flowers may droop, and their fine scents 
be dissipated." And thus (he concludes with) Ad- 
dison Of all the seasons there is none can vie 
with the Spring in beauty" — it is impossible for a 
mind which is not sunk in sensual delight to take a 
survey of the beauties of Spring, without sensations 
of pleasure. I make it a rule to lose as little time 
as I can of this blessed season, and accordingly 
rise early, and wander through th^ fields."^^' The 

. * G. G. S. to the Editors of the Evangelical Mag a^iae, 6|r 
UUB sixth mootb, 1816. p. 811, S19. 
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creation is a perpetual feast to a good man ; and 
«very thing lie sees (in the vernal season) may 
cheer and delight him. Such an habitual disposition 
of mind consecrates every field, garden, and wood, 
and turns an ordinary walk into a morning or even- 
ing sacrifice." And indeed I do not know in which 
God is most to be admired, (in the creatioa,) whe- 
ther at the rising of the sun, or the going down of 
the same : — whether at the sweet early song of ihk 
lark, or at the nightingale's delightfully 

Niglit darkling note.*** 

But a- query presents itself. Is the delights and 

• " The scenes of the country/' says Henrey, are inexpres- 
«ib]y pleasing : take, who will, the guilded saloon, and the sil- 
ken settee \ so long as I can shelter myself under the canopy of 
a spreading beach, and use one of its course and mis-shapen 
roots for my seat.** — We have a band of music stationed in 
the grove } and a concert of native harmony warbling from 
the boughs ; which charmed the human ear long before JuM 
found out his instruments ; and thousands of years before Han- 
del composed his notes.— multitudes of little throats strike the 
key : the trush below, and the sky-lark responsive from above: 
the black-bird, with notes perfectly mellow, and gracefully so- 
norous, crowns the choir : while the turtle^s melancholy voice, 
and the murmuring water^s plaintive tone, deepen and complete 
the universal symphony.** ''This is the music which consti- 
tuted the first song of thanksgiving, and formed the first vocal 
.praise that the alNgracious Creator received from his new 
made world. This is neither the parent of efeminacy, nor a 
pander for vice,' and are "exhibited gratis : while those which 
enervate the mind and debauch the afiections, must be dearly 
pnrcbaatd 1*' Oia. 7. p« 878, 879* 

Truely, in rural retirement, we hear none of the wanton 
and corrnpt airs of the opera /* no, nor what is called ** the ma- 
jeite and ennobling melody of the Oratorio ;** thonglb indeed^ 
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l^leasurefl which are derived from creation— ^'^ tbe^ 
aeasonsy" Ac. exclurively the privilege of a few—* 
the rich and the great, the poet aod philosopher^ 
the pensioner and plaeeman ! And how can the 
poor labourer, the mechanic^ and the shop-man, (and 
shop-woman and others,) whp are confined to the 
shop-boajrd, and eonnter, (lilce galley slaves to the 
deck,) and some, or most of them, from six in the 
morning till eight and nine at night, enjoy these 
delightful feasts ? The unchristian-like time which 
many are obliged to work for a miserable pittance, 
is the cause of mkny thousands intruding on the first 
day duties. Hence " the allurement " — vernal de- 
lightSy and the glory of the creation^ the source or 

hy what I have seen, and by what I know of Oratorios, <*8acred 
nasic," by participation, (being once a piece of a musician, or 
learning the tricks and stratagems of music,) I think it little 
lyetter, (if any) than downright profanation of holy things i 
People (professing people) may talk as they please about carry- 
ing no trifling and irreligious spirit with them to the entertain- 
nent; but (like going to the play, or any Other place of amuse- 
ment) in such sacrifices, there must be such a mixture of bea- 
theuism and idolatry, which cannot be reconciled to an enlight- 
ened or christian age ! — ** What fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness ? apd what communion bath light with 
darkness ? what concord hath Christ with Belial ? or what 
part bath he that believeth with an infidel ? and what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols ? 2 Cor. vi. 14 That 
many (or most) of the performers at Oratorios, are unbelievers 
and infidels, n^s no demonstratioo, 1 greatly fear it wiH 
prove a species of taking God*s adorable and glorious name 
the Messiah " in vain f 

\i I. 

If who had an opportunity Jto^see apart of Ilua work 

when in a dormant state, should happen to turn his eyes on 
this note, it may serve as an ariswer to hss ironical nemark on 
^ the Cheshire hills,** «* the warbling of tbe birds," ^ oratorios;* 
3cc p, 6S»64. (patticularly if at his ddightfully situated €ottag:e;) 
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ft^mpfalion i6 sabbath-breaking ! Not that the sea* 
sons are a fountain of evil — not that they are a 
temptation to evil /* quite the contrary ; but from 
hence spring what are called sabbath-breakers; 
land may be divided into three classes, ^ worldlings 
or haste to be rich," and cannot, rather will w% 
spare an hour, much more a day in the week, for 
such glory and delight ; the above confined jour- 
neyman, and others ; and the dissipated, idle, and 
libertine, who like the deaf adder, and the serpent^ 
are sure to be found in woods, and. basking in the 
sun by the sides of the stagnated pools, and the 
banks of the rivers. — But that the above is not ex* 
clusively the privilege of the great — the master and 
the mistress, is most certain : it was not so at the 
beginning. God*s ways, I find, throughout the scrip* 
tures, are equaly but man's ways are unequal; man 
has found out many wicked inventions. 

Let the rich and the voluptuous be warned, whilf 
their poor brethren are devoutly submitting to th^ 

* It hath been my lot to have as great a share of this *<teinp- 
fatioo,** as most people i being a j^urneymatt shopkeeper, -for 
many years of my life ; but more particularly at a time when i 
was what is called a foreman middle-man, ueither master nor 
man. I, one morning, (after going down to open the ware- 
hous^O'took ]eave-(or the liberty) to treat myself, wtfe* and fa- 
mily, with a morning vaikf without inaiediately inforning 
fny employer, (knowing I could be spared, but apprehensive of 
being put off.) The consequence was, on my return, about 
three o*clock, i received a lordly reprimand : and among ether 
reproofs, my employer told me that he saw I wanted to be like 
all other drunken, idle, mechanicks, who «raated their lime and 
•ubstieince, which ought to keep them and their fantilies': and 
not to notice hit remark, that the time which Lfaad of a jnom* 
lag and evening,** (before and after businea^) «fti loit in mnU 
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oppression, and they enjoying the pleaSnres'of tliefr 
estates — estates, situated among magnificent and 
charming scenes ; with scattered villages, and clus- 
tering trees ! — Dwellings surrounded by a vast as- 
semblage, not only of **ihe choicest beauties of 
blooming nature," but of the goodness of GU>d, in the 
most necessary and comfortable things of life — ^the 
kitchen garden and the orchard : to say nothing of 
the contiguousness of which nature has thrown to 
some and art to others — a wilderness ; hoary, gro- 
tesque, and magnificently confused ; with a Greecian 
and Roman temple, imitation of pagan idolatry^ and 
huge statues on pedestals, of like import ! but es- 
tates adorned with aged and princely oaks — ^the 
boalition of whose branches, throws over the grassy 
plat a majestic rural dome, and their unpierced fol- 
iage, " imbrown the noontide hours /" I say, let the 
rich and the voluptuous be warned, lest the law 6f 
retribution in kind overtake them ! Remember what 
the Lord hath done to the house of Israel, in old 
times, because they did not execute *^ true judgment, 

log a book which would do no good when done/* &c. he added* 
1 could not — ** could you not see it waj a temptation of tht 
devil r 

Now, whether I fell, — or whether this was a teniptatieii 
.of the deyil/* let the reader judge. But perhaps it may illuei- 
date a little the matter — this temptation of the devil,** to oh- 
•enre that this my accuser — accuser of the brethren, (for we 
were both professors, though of different denominations,) this 
•ame master, soon after hired a horse and gig, and took his 
wife and children a n'^e, a few miles in the country^ for pl«a- 
aure ; and I believe never paid for the hire till he was (forced 
/or) threatened by law 1 which think thee, reader, was 
tenipted by the devil?** . .. 
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and shew mercy and compassion every man to hii 
brother ; and imagined evil against his brother in bis 
heart !" He scattered them with a whirlwind 
among all the nations" — and ^'the pleassnt land 
was made desolate!" (Zeqh. vii.*..11^14.) Thua 
saith the Lord of Hosts againt the rich-^^' they shall 
build, but 1 will throw down ;" and they shall be 
lulled the borders, of wickedness, and the people 
against whom the Lord hath indignation for ever !". 
(Mai. i, 4.) " Woe to him that coveteth an evil co- 
vetousness to his house, that be may tet his nest on 
high, that he may be delivered from the power of 
evil !" (Heb«. iu 9.) Woe to them that devise ini- 
quity, and work evil upon their beds ! When the 
morning is light they practise it, because it is in the 
power of their hands. And they covet fields, and 
take them by violence : and hotis^^ and take them 
away : so they oppress a man and his house, even a 
man and his heritage. Therefore, thus saith the 
Lord ; behold, against this family do I devise an 
evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks ; 
neither shall ye go haughtily : for this time is evil. 
In that day shall one take up a parable against you, 
and lament, with a doleful lamentation, and say, we 
be utterly spoiled : he hath changed the portion of 
my people : how hath he removed it from me ! turn-* 
ing away be hath divided our fields." (Micah ii.]! 
— 5.) ^< Forasmuch therefore as your treading to 
upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of 
wheat; ye have built houses of hewn stone, but ye 
, shall not dwell in them ; ye have planted pleiasant 
vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them." — 
*^ Take away from me the noise of thy songs ; for I 
will not hear the melody of thy viola! But lei 

3n 
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JttJgfieBt mn down at waten, and Hghttoof dam m 
a mifhty ftreau." Amos y. 1 1-**43; 

^ I most eordially agree, my friends^ with your 
IHn^rant visiting friend, that the sef^Fant and thsr 
liaideQ, ia equally privUegad with the master and 
tile mistrefSy in the responsibility, and in ihs omre 
^ tie 9(mL** I mnst, therefore, pursue this sabjeot 
H Uttle farther, if not in all its hranohes or ranrit* 
•atioiis.'^ . If 41 ism serious qnestion, how far aay 
MO is jasiifledy Jn>devoting a large portion of their 
ihne, to the aeqnisition tst secolar knowledgiej {and 
M is a qnestion too, which is practical, and eonoeme 
all who hare a taste for intelleotnal pleasures,) is H 
not a questioB equally, yea, of prime importance, 
iiotoiily hew far we are justified in demting so 
large a portion of time to secular — wortitf employ* 
menu J but how far iea master justifled to oompel 
his serTant^Journeyman, clerk, i^pmaD, Ac. ta 
work so many hours to the day ) 

Art it lopn^ iMid life h skprt. 

yet true it is, men have been, and ane- less willing to 
ohsf nre what Is at least equally true, that there are 
Employments^ much more important tbaa the pur* 
suits of science or of wealth, which seems ta require 
ill our diligence^ that to learn- well ihe^ truths &f re* 
Hgiwih that mofral diseipUm which its necessary 
to fit US lor a better state, are alone snfRcient to oc- 
oiipy the longest span of earthly esistenee I And 
tnae it if, <however mweleeme the truth may seem 
to some,) that literary and seientlfie researches, as 
irett as ^ indeftitigabie Industry," and hunting after 
fiun^ and wealth, do not^ experimentally appeav te^ 
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improte neither the hearts nor the taiorals, if ii'dnm 
4he fituations, and bappineie of the peofple at krgie^ 

I miiflt confess^ I am at a loee to Jaxtnr from 
whence it came that men work ao many houn^ to the 
day. nei miitake me, feeder ; I desptee not la* 
boor; I want it for food," others may tot piif^ 
aic I believe it strengthens the body, And iilvifo^ 
rates the mind^ — Indmiry »s needfnl in ef ery cM* 
dition of life, withoat it we eannot act in any Mte^ 
to the benefit of otiiers, or to our eomfbrt and 44** 
wntage ; and if attended with a good consoienod^ 
^ is a bar to temptation, and a guard te hmeeeacf^^^ 
But how lias it happened that many aeem nMmpM 
from industry, while others are burtk&ned with it? 
If, aa a very sensible writer observes, thai ^ the dt-> 
▼ine wisdom and justice have imposed a life of la- 
bour upon man, as a punishment of bis firi^ trans- 
gression rerily, it cannot therefore be his duty 
to withdraw^ from seediar mmphymcnti and refuse to 
mduf e/V if that this is the penalty of mtk 1" Indeed 
it must be the 9pirit of the world," that he is called 
npon to withdraw and renounce-^tbe rain indulf en* 
€es^ fashionsy ccntoms, and inordinate passiotis, 
The irst decree to man waa-^^ cursed 1b the ground 
for thy sake ; in sorrow slmlt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life, — In the sweat of thy face shaU thou 
eat bread ; till thou return unto the ground (Gen. 
iU, 17— Id.) 

That alt nmnkiud ought to labe^r (more or tmi) 
tot theiir mahitemnce, is certain. It was the Jewish 
customy I learn, to bring up their ohildfen, how-v 
ever wealthy, to some secular employment." .Even 
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oar Lord himself, (the king of the jewf,) when oM 
earthy I have every reeeon to believe, submitted to 
manual labour ; and truly, there is much reason to 
eonclude that Jesus Christ, in his private life, voach- 
safed to give us an example, especially to youth, 
of industry which will agree with Isa. liii. 2 — 3. 
and Phil. 11. 7, 8. Justin, a very ancient writer, ex- 
pressly testifies that Christ, before he took upon trim 
the discharge of his peculiar office, had been a car- 
penter, ai)d made ploughs, and yokes, and other 
things of that sort." (Theol. and Bibi Magazine, 
for 1814, p. IS.) And among the primitive chria- 
tians (as well «is the jews) even men of learning, (as 
St. Paul certainly was one, who had been educated 
vpder Gamaliel) gained their livelihood by the la- 
bour of their own bands, is a matter well known.# 

Many long agee after this first decree, (Gren« Hi. 
17.) I find, one of tbe<2ommands God gave to Mo* 
aes (at mount Sinai) was — ^^Six days shalt thou 
labour and do all thy works : but the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God whereid neither 
. man nor beast was to do any kind of work. (Exod. 
. 3(x. 9.) David king of Israel many ages after, hav- 
* ing an eye to this command, I presume, observes, 
*'Mah goeth forth to his work, and to his labour 

^ )d one of the asiatic islands. Abbe Thule, the king of 
Pelew, the chief person in the state was the most skilful ma- 
ker of hatchets in the island j** and devoted ^e fiist part of 
the day — the forenoon to business Idleness is tolerated in 
- pone ; the women and nobles are as laborious as the comndbB 
subjects.** Apd whatever their error of belief in a Suprsme Be- 
ing may be, they are ** extremely delicate and obliging v'* strict- 
ly faithful to each othtr in their marriages.** Vide GoMsHit^'s 
Geog. p. 452. 
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TOtil the evening," (Psl. civ. 23.) What then? 
here is no definitive time when to begin, or to end: 
a man may go forth to his labour from eight o'clock 
In the morning till six at night; or he may have one 
day ont of six for his own pleasure and use, and all 
this may be fulfilled well enough : yes, by the swedi 
of his brow — in the sweat of his face shall he eat 
bread." A man or a woman may work from twelve 
to fiifteen hours if they please, (and much good may 
they do with it,) but this is no rule nor standard for 
me ; much less for the rulers and judges of the earth* 
Right is the maxim of the old law, and as the late 
Grenville Sharp hath it, " not only righty but right 
Hghiy i. e. perfectly right: or, as it is rendered in our 
common version, ^Mhat which is altogether just 
ehalt thou follow. (Deut. xvi. 20.) Now it is not 
altogether just," to compel a person to labour or 
work twelve, thirteen, fourteen or fifteen hours in a 
day ! But I suspect this custom of working so many 
hours to the day, to be revived by the advances" 
of (our) refinement^ and philosophy ! The modem 
and polite philosopher has done his part to establish 
this european slavery." And the late celebrate^ 
philosopher and politician, Benjamin Franklin^ 
^however aforetime he might, by choice, be a slav^ 
to his own studies and pursuits,) has certainly done 
his part ; whether designedly or not» to make slaves 
of the greater bulk of mankind. In his advice to 
hunters of the tavern, and public houses," saith — 
y keep thy shop, and thy shop will keep thee." — 
Let not thy voice be heard in taverns (or publie 
bouses,) but let the sound of thy hammer be heard 
thy anvil from six in the morning till minb at 
night!"* 

* This ia worse than Stat. 5. Eliz. c, 4. which compelM 
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* Thb obMnration Menoui to hAre lost nothio^. If 
Mt M fontagioos as the piagud ; and applied to al-* 
WMt OTery sitoatlon in trade, and capacity in USe% 
taka them all in their different gradations and avo* 
eatioBs, from the prime minister to the cobler fai his 
•tall ! Bnt sorely-, every man of common sense and 
common humanity, ought not to adopt a maiim for 
the sober and virtuous, which was, in all probability, 
designed only as a preventative (if not a cure) for the 
druakards,-^'^ those that Indulge in the vices of the 
tavern — Fifteen hours' day labour ! well, thought 
I to myself, this can never be : it must be an error of 
the press ; for surely, one of the most celebrated 
phfiosophers and politicians of the eighteenth cefr* 
tory," never could devise such means to punish the 
evil doent ; much less to check the fanmorali^ of the 
age! Whatever may have been the stated time ot 
labour of the servants — alavee — (as alluded to by oor 
Lord, when on earth. In the preceding pages) whe- 
ther jews or gentiles ; thisi, if i am informed right, 
exceeds all the manual labour (if not corporal pu^^ 
nishmibnt) of all the transports to Botany Bay, or 
all the conviots on board the hnlks,-^-or even the Af* 
riean slaves ! Thus much for a Doctor of LawsT 
• teUow of the society called royal I am aware 
ef the objections against a short day's labour : bnt 
as the Same objections may be brought against the 

hhmtren U> work from five in the morning to seven or eight at 
vigbt, from the middle of the third month, earlled March, to 
the middle of the niath month ; aik^ag two? hours Sir break- 
Ifut aad dioner> and half an hour for sleeping^ the thsee hot 
monthb ; and all the rest of the year from twilight to twilight, 
except an hoar and an half fbr bVeakf^tand diiiner, on pain 
of forfeiting \d. for every hour absent ! 



advance of journeymen and meehanics' wagfes, which 
I shall notice presently, I shall reserve my reply till 
then, as the same remarks will serve for both. 

I am aware that *^ ancient usage/' (things longao 
customed^ too often) <^ becomes law." Bat I find 
the great," (and I may say, in some measure,) the 
good king Alfred/' did well to divide the day, twen* 
ty-four hours into three equal parts, — one part de- 
voted to the service of God, another to public affairs, 
and the third to refreshment." (Tide Encye. Imp.) 
And I find there are some — a few— of the wise^ the: 
richy and the great ones of this world, are rigid eco* 
nomists in regulating their time (for ease,, pleasure,,, 
dec.) Among the noble few," one lies now before 
me ; no les&than the celebrated politician^ the famous 
iingnisty and a judge of the supreme court at Calcut- 
ta, the late WilliaoL Jones. I rise," (says he, in a 
letter to a friend,) before the sun, and bathe, after 
a gentle ride ; my diet is light and sparing, and I go 
early to xest ; yet the activity of mind is too strong 
for my constitution, though naturally not infirm, and 
I must be satisfied with a valetudinarian state of 
health.'* 

In another place," says a certain reviewer, " we 
find him thus correcting two well-known lines of 
that lamoQS^ Judge, Edward Coke. 

' Six hottn in sleep, in Uw grave study six ; 
Four spend in prayer^ the rest on nature is/ 

Rathef, says William Jones, 
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< Six honrt to Uw» to soptbiiig tlunber Mtfta ^ 

Ten to the world allot, and all to hea?*D.** 

Whether the attention to religion, in tfie days ot 
Edward Coke bordered perhaps on saperstition/^ 
or not, (though there was quite enough of it in the 
dayis of James I, and well if he escaped the conta- 
gion,) sure I am, four hours for religious duty Is none 
too much for every poor man : I perfectly concnr 
with the Christian Observer, that the turn given in 
the end of the last line appears (to us) excellent :^ 
yet truly there is great reason to fear an abuse of 
W. Jones' admirable distich : we mean that there is 
a danger that the time allotted to the worlds should 
be too easily construed to be allotted to heaven.' — 
Our infidel philosophers have been very instrumen- 
tal in teaching this error not only Gibbon, Dr. 
A. Smith,"t Hume, and others ; in a word, I might 
add an host of political revolutionists, and parlia- 
mentary reformists, at home and abroad. 

I must confess, I have no turn to versification, 
or poetical composition ; I never was able to make 
one verse in my life : (whatever I may to prophesy 
feeling, however, a particular desire to make some 
emendation on the above, the following strains pre- 
sented themselves — 

The day and night, from six to six (or otherwise) divided. 
And equally all mankind, their wants may be provided ; 
Three hours at morn, three hours at eve, for family duties takef 
Nine hours to labour — useful arts, one hour at noon for meat ^ 

* Vide Christion Observer, Review of the Life of VV. Jonea* 

p. 687—688. vol. nr. 

t Ibid. 
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Eigbt hoars in toothing sloniber Uke, if nttntt thit doCh call 
Be all thy works in righteousness, and Christ ALL in ALL. 
GLORY to GOD in the IllGUEST and on EARTH all praiM 
be given ; 

COOb WILL towards all men, a sweet repast of heaven. 

If I may be allowed to paraphrase my own po^* ' 
tical effusion, I would state it thus : 

At five, (or sooner,) if circumstances require, and 
faealtb permit, rise : one hour take for reading the 
Bible, (or other pious book,) meditation, or retire- 
ment In silent waiting, for private or public worship 
of God. Take a walk, or garden husbandry, or any 
other domestic affairs. At eight pursue daily labour 
— whatever calling or occupation, with industry and 
integrity : at noon, one hour to dinner ; pursue' 

* It is well observed by ths pious author of "the whole doty 
©f man,'* in his third part of temperance," concerning sleepy 
that this also must be measured by the end of which sleep was 
ordained by God, which was only the refreshing and sup* 
p<irtliig our frail bodies:'* and although **a moderate degree 
«erves jbest,*' yet that ''it will be impossible to set down jnst 
how many hours is that moderate degree; because as in eat* 
ing and drinking, so in sleep, some constitutions require more 
than others: every man's own experience must, in this, judge 
for him; but then let him judge uprightly, and not consult - 
with his sloth in the case, for that will still, with Solomon's 
sluggard, cry, a little more sleep, a little more slumber, a little 
more folding of the hands to sleep, Prov. xxii. 33. (p. 132.) 

Another pious writer (in the Christian Observer, 1804. p. 1 1 1) 
Lr his admonition and reproof of the rich christian who does 
not rise ** early to prayer ;** assures such a one, that he has no 
reason to think he has taken up his cross and is following Christ : 
and Upbraids him with " the drudging part of the world who are 
content to rise to their labour 1" Now it is pretty well known ' 
that<< the drudging part of mankind^ at least the greater part 

20 
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acaiadafly; laboar tiU six: the.eVenmg cpme^:'' ,tnk& 
walk or pursue domestic affairs ; or visit the sick^ 
the lame, and the blind^ — impriBoned***none ! ready 
retire for private or pabUc worship, as in the morn-" 
log ; — that so the Lord may be the Alpha and 
Qw^4 of every day of our lives." 

One grand object which onght to induce allchris- 
titm. masters, and mistresses^" to this mitigation- 

day labour, is, that the working and labouring 
pigrt of mankind may all* have the opportunity and 
t^e to wait on Goid in silence, preparatory to pri* 
v|ite. or. public W4>rship: not at the lazy, hours of ten, 
or. eleven, and three or four, but from the beginning 
of. time^the morning, to the end — ^the evening. 
T^e. ad vantage of this, regulation of time appears to 

df the poor labourers, mechanics, and journeymen are obliged to' 
rise at six, and some at five, whether contented or not j and if 
mortification of all Icinds is the very life and sou] of piety/' and 
if prater is the state of the heart, and requires the Spirit of God^ 
(ibid) which implies a waiting on God in sijence» what time 
niust these poor drudges rise. for prayer? For surely» many, of 
these poor drudges of the world are pious Christiana, and have: 
an equal right to this privilege 1 and truly, must carry the hea- 
viest end of the cross. But saying of prayers (like sayiug. of. 
gpce at common meala) cannot be performed just at what timci 
I please : to avoid the unprofitableness of si^ch artificial, or wiL^. 
Worship, on the one hand,, and to perforui it acceptably, on the 
other, God must be «;a/Vef^ on, which implies .a time of ^i/e;zc«. . 
This 1 found no small part of the cross, at first complying witir 
"-rgiving up ^11 my fyrms, set timts, &c, 

If my friends, the servants, the drudging part of the world, 
are equally privileged with the masters,, as it respects religious', 
concerns, the advice of your worthy predecessor, William Penn^ 
to his children, may be of equal nse^t^ (thfsir) servai^ts—jour- . 
B^ymen aiid ptherr ; namely^ ** So aopnaa yo^ waic^x retife y^uf ^ 
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pfie inen^imable. It mniM be (at }east I hope K 
-would be) like the fire commanded to the IgraeUtei 
of old, which was to be kept burning continually ob 
the alt(tr ; and like the lamp which waB commaitMed 
to be lighted every evening in the tabernacle ; ftH 
corresponding emblems of divine tove and ditftnk 
light For if that "the outward material natoir^ 
4oes, in all its parts and productions, answer and 
correspond to things inward and spiritual ; as the 
«ctype to its prototype — ^and if " correspondendi^ 
were the wisdom of the ancients — the key to all my*- 
4eries ; (though become lost in fable, and corraptfeA 
by the invention of the poets,) yet still, if the scrlf)- 
tores are chiefly written " in this language of eor- 
jrespondences," and all " the JeVrish rites afid ceWf* 
uionies were only typical of Christ's spiritual king* 

■minds into a pure silence from all thoughts and ideas of worldly 
ttfalngs; and in that frame wait upon God to feel his good pf^- 
^eiioe* to lift up your hearts to him, and commit }our whole 
^If into hin blessed care and protection. TllBn rise, if well, im- 
jQoediately. Being drest, read a chapter or more in the scriptures, 
and afterwards dispose yourself for the business of the day/* 
(chap. ii. p. 14.) Now, if this indulgence in bed is allowil^^ 
this certainly would give the poor drudging part of the world a 
peculiar delightful, and an additional hour s rest for their wea* 
xied bodies. I will allow, indeed, that no posture, no place, no 
time, when the heart is prepared, Is unacceptable to G6d : biit 
seriously, the poor drudges want more tinve for God than th^y 
BOW have and less to labot^;. 

I do not know whether the clerical author of the ** The Mi- 
series of human life,** hath considered earfy rising as one of 
them : But sure i am, if ijt is no part of the daily cross, it i* Ac 
little mortification, andreqyires considerably more courage to 
perform, aud patiencf^ to endure, than the immense number of 
vtrij^iog luddentsin life, ^hich I find he has noticed as such. 
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dom the above regulations of time, do, I ihink, 
answer well. — 

Besides, there is a piece of cruelty in the lengptb 
of days which thousands are obliged to .labour, 
which imperiously calls upon even a civilized^ much 
more christian nation to mitigate. It is lamenta- 
bly, and too well known, that many trades, oc- 
cupations, and callings are very pernicious and 
hortful both to body and mind : such as plumbers, 
painters, colour-makers, iron founders, smiths, mi- 
ners, polishers in the Sheffield and Birmingham 
wares, <&c. dec. and equally so all sedentry occupa- 
tions ; which seem to blast that fair name enlight- 
ened christian age ! 

But I am aware of the fortress^ and the immense 
army that I have to contend with, againt the fore- 
mentioned plans, and regulation of tin^p — short days 
labour, &c. I mean an host of shop-keepers, mer- 
chants, and others ; whose offices and shops are open 
from an early fipur in the morning till a late hoar at 
night. This custom I believe hath neither law nor 
gospel on its side ; either the acts of the apostles, or 
acts of parliament : at least I have not met with any. 
But suppose this custom (as well as many others) 
should come under the cognizance of the english 
law, (though at most I believe it can only be consi- 
dered as the lex non scriptUy a law or right not writ- 
ten,) what then ? I learn that when a custom is ac- 
tualy proved to exist, the next inquiry is into the 
legality of it ; for if it is not a good custom it ought 
tp be no longer used. Malm usus abolendus est is 
an established maxim of th^ l|iw : or what I better 
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imderdtAncI, iind as much to my parpose, *^ eustoms 
must be reasonablcy or rather they must not be tm- 
reasonable.^ Besides, before any custom can become 
law, it must 6rst have the consent of the people, and 
be universal ; and have been used and continued 
uUra irivavumy time out of mind, without any inter*' 
ruption : — All customs ought to have a reasonable 
eommencement, be certain, not ambiguous ;" and 
must tend to the general advantage of the peo- 
ple :"t whereas, so far from being to the general 
good, it is quite the reverse, in particular, the masters: 
For nearly three parts out of four of mankind (the 
shopman and woman, mechanics, labourers, dc.) 
^re deprived of those rights and privileges, (those 
" best of charters,") time and liberty^ which the mer- 
ciful and wise Creator designed for all the sons and 
daughters of Adam. Tes, the above custom is not 
only unreasonable, but very unscriptural, and of 
course unchristian. 

And will you, my friends, by falling in with any 
of these customs, thereby join with the oppressors of 
^our fellow creatures ! Is this the example you s^t 
the world ? is this to be, as "a city set on a hillT* 

Examples take, where precepts faiL** 

Granted, on all sides ; good ones as well as bad 
ones ; and so missing a part'pf your own beautiful 
and important doctrines of the " daily cross,*' you 
follow then the examples of the wo? Id! 

^ To say nothing of the great and unnecessary ex- 
♦ £ncyc. Imper. Art. Law. - t Ibid. Art^ Custom. 
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'peDSttf of lighting up 9hops ; ahd of which I '9cdo# 
•MDy are not reimbursed by their ereniog's trade; 
beaides the great loss of time — their shops often the 
retreat for evening loungers ! why not shop-keepers 
and merchants shut up, close business at six o'clock^ 
^tbe seventh night excepted, though this woqM be 
considerably modified,) like some wholesale ware- 
houses, in London particularly ? Or if the servant* 
of the people, the clerks, drc. in the public offices, 
imeh as the bank and customs,) can perform their 
daily labour — their business, from nine in the mom- 
mg iill four in the evening, why Qot the people^ 
—masters and servants ? — I see men of all descrip- 
tions, who have business to do at customs, are sure to 
be at their time, or must wait the next day, as the 
doors will be shut in their faces ; and why not so 
with the shop-keepers and other dealers ? — Indeed i 
see not why shop-keepers and other dealers might 
not shut up shop for whole days together, as well a¥ 
the public ofBces : yes, even on those days which 
government has set apart! and which might be 
turned to ^ very good account. 

Tou, my friends, keep th^ ^< first day," or Sabbath, 
on the same day which the law of the land has set 
apart for it; but you follow your own ways and 
worship, and have a right so to do, though by the 
way, your predecessors kept their shops open on 
that day: your society thought proper to^pomply 
with government, in their changing the o^d styk; 
but so far exercise your own judgment, and call the 
calendar months by their numerical names ; and 
why not with respect to government holidays? Why 
not exeroi«e our own judgmejiit» and ^all t^ae days 



JiibUeM^^^^& af pleasure, and of Friendly" iiiter- 
oourse ? Or if the days on which the four seasoiMh 
are said to commenoe are more congenial, adopit 
them also. 

It is true^, I fit^d that these servants of the pcKH 
pie — of public offices, have not quite so many hoU* 
days, as heretofore. An order of council was some^-' 
time since issued,, for carrying into effect the act#^ 
for abolishing, all fees and holidays at the Custom^ 
House ; except only the following, ; . those called- 
Sunday, Christmas-day, Good Friday, the Anniver- 
saries of the Restoration of King Charles II, of the 
Coronation of the King^ and of the birth^days of* 
their Majesties, and the Prince of Wales.* _ As many> 
Cray's libertyi to the- shop-man, clerk*, labourers, '<&c« 
would be, I thinks no unwelcome thing ; and tb«^ 
advantages and comfort of all would be beyond ex^ 
pression* 

I grant it may appear strangle at first, toseeM^l- 
shops shut up, and business of all sorts cease at slit 
O'clock ; but what strange thing is not made fami« 
liar by: custom ? I know some that urge, they 'cin- 
not shut bp shop (or rather, cl<:>se their oMce,) at aft* 
early an . hour, by reason of the* arrival of certaitii. 
mails, which prevent them front making up. their- 
letters, orders, <&c. as one night's mail wonW m«ike^»* 
very considerable difference, either in profits or lort; 
%,salesy &c. This truly, is sharp dealings to say;, 
the least of it ; if not " sharp gaming," as'fs^n inteUi»« 
gent writer on trade and commere too truly remark^ 



* Viae-Loadon Oi(telfie<finr firtt mMi thy 1807. 
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ed. Well might it be queried — ^What is the 1>oasted 
collision with mankiDd — with other people and other 
countries ? And well did one reply — " Why th» 
mature progression of commerce hath, and does 
cause society to spend its days and nights, and 
mml to accumulate if possible, upon a single point, 
the treasures of the world I Ambition is roused, the 
imagination dazzled with boundless views of arti- 
ficial pleasures, artificial sciences, and artificial 
gains, to the neglect of almost all moral and reli- 
gious obligations and duties."* 

I am aware of the alann — the objections which 
many will bring against the forementioned regula- 
tions, and short day's labour ; namely, that it would 
be impossible to pay rent and taxes ; and besides, it 
would be impossible to get half their trade and work 
done in the same time by the same bands. &c. That 
rent and taxes are a most enormous burthen to trad- 
ers and manufacturers, I deny not, but this will be 
answered along with a former objection, presently, 

* The conteoted GreeoUnders, (as well as other parts of 
the world, called heathen,) who are strangers to trades, arts 
and sciecces, put to shame numbers of those who live in an 
enlightened age, and christian country I They have no traffic 
among each other, neither use nor have any knowledge of mo- 
ney, though they fix a certain value ou iron, perhaps on th« 
account of its peculiar usefulness ; not like other nations Wh# 
prize things for their brilliancy and tingling! and their com^ 
merce with foreigners is very inconsiderable :** yet i dottbt not 
m9 very happy— 

Ah t blest are they, who tar from desert climes 
Ne'er feel the savage breath of ceaseless storms. 
That blaat the promis*d pasture of the year I 
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6ut ionchtng the latter part df fbM obj^ctioo, it it 
pteiiy near right ; and t certainly must avail mytelf 
of the concession. It will niake room for the eib- 
jj^Ioy of a considerable number of more hands ; and 
this is greatly to be dedred. The benefit arising 
tt6nk hence would be Incalculable. Surely the pub- 
lic, the merchant, manufacturer, and tradesman, are 
not — at least seem not aware of ! It will not only 
mak^ room for many thousands of poor honest and 
industrious men and women^ to provide for them* 
selves and their families, (^hich are now starving in 
our streets,) but it would very codtiderably remove 
the burthen of the poor rates ! 

And another advantage would attend thid regu- 
lation of time, wages, &c. which the merchant and 
shop-keeper seems not aware of ; it would prevent 
thousands from going into a little way of trade, for 
the sake of liberty — the ostentatious dealer and the 
iftOek auctioneer, the bondage of servitude befa§ 
IM mmh for rational beings ! by #bf<^h m«ans Ik^ 
flUtntifadturers and i^hopkeepers woiild have more 
trade» and be better able to render unto their ser- 
▼AUtSy that whiefa i» joet and eqoal O happy dayi^ 
irben thi§ ttaie shall j Besides, It trotild 

According to outward appearances, tbs lives of the 
GmnlaDders are regulated^ in general by tbe strictest prinof* 
pies of propriety aod decorum seldom any uubecoming actio* 
is to be heard or seen among them.—" The mothers show great 
affection for tbeir offspring* and carry tbem wlierever tbey go 
and whatever tbey are about. And what is very remarkable^ 
their children are brought up without severity ; tbey stand i» 
BP need of chastisement, for they run about as quiet as lambi^ 
sod fall into few extravagancies^ How di£ferant are sg^ children, 
—the children of this chriitian land 1 Vide Goidnntth*8 Geo- 
graphy, p. 4i. . 
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away the necesiiity and repeated calls for large or 
liberal contributions ; and avoid the reproac&es and 
upbraidings from the pulpit^ of parsimony ' Here 
the twenties, the fifties, and the hundred pounds 
may be spared, for a saving bank, or common stock, 
jfor themselves against old ag« (if they live to it,) 
and wish to retire from business, 

f know there are^ many journeymen, clerks, and 
others, that apparently are quite satisfied with their 
lot, and in all probability do not wfsh to be roused 
from their lethargy, or state of carnal security, to the 
more indispelosable and necessary care of the saul^ 
and to a state of liberty. That some few are equally 
as happy and contented, yet not in the state of sen- 
stiality, I deny not; but then it arises from the sense 
and efiects of their religious persuasion,, rather than 

* If more hands were employed iu hutbandry». agricultaret 
and gardening, and less in trade and manufacturing, there would 
scarcely be any necessity for the osfenfatious display of poor 
boiibes, and charitable erections. Our lands would be adorned 
with decent and comfortable edifices, and all engaged in useful 
arts, and public works. Yea, the country would extend its 
powers of production with the increase of its want, and popula- 
tion. Alas I it is lamentably too well known, that since the 
monopoly of small farms^ (and cottages, which generally raised 
some living stock, grain, &c. &c.) the consolidating of the les- 
ser possesser into the greater, that within the last forty years, 
upwards of forty thousand smaH farms have been destroyed^ td 
the destruction of so many families! And by which it (t be- 
lieved that scarcely one-fourth of the living stock is produced 
and very probably not more than three-fourths of the quantity 
of grain and hay." Hence one great cause of the present ex- 
treme distress of the industrious hands, and the calamity and 
disgrace of the nation • And truly as the advocates of" a refornr 
m parliament" observe — earih amd labmr are the only resour- 
^ of weaiiA and property ; and to which the fUnd-hMm and 
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ibe justness of their situation : while others ^ho ac(ft 
indifferent to either of the above disppsitioBS are 
content, because they know no other alternative, 
that or starve. But the more polished .or refined (as. 
His falsely called) journeyman, clerk, and otherf,. 
seem quite happy and contented enough in their 
slavish condition, havings fallen in with the corrvrpi 
prejudices, customs, and fashions, of the d/ay: wit^ 
" Richmond Hill," or. " old father Thames," and " ^ 
Sunday ordinary " in full view, for their Sabbath or 
first day's pleasure and recreation ; all seems well 
enough tp them I speak from awful participation^ 
yet with contrition I trust 1 now write it. 

Some have said such is the lot of man, that tlfbe, 
generality are forced to labour the greatest part qI 
their time, merely to procure nourishment -y, and the. 
small portion of their time that remains is so irkf^ 

capitalists must learn again to look, if they ever did look and 
hare forgot. Truly, for the capitalists (and those in tlie mid- 
xile ranks of society immediately dependant on them) to look 
for support to the nominal value of a floating capita], merely, 
without any regard to the original sources of the wealth of ii'a* 
tions, is an idea, in my opinion very erroneous, it is upon th^ 
noilp the successful cultivation of the soil, that we must depend 
for the permanence of our prosperity: and in proportion ||« 
we suffer ourselves to be diverted from this object, we shalt 
unquestionably experience a deterioration of our interests. 

* Though by the way, every city and town hath \U beau^ 
ful and delightfully inviting country objects — hills and valleys 
on one side, rivers or seas on the other ; and in the mifist, 
adorned profUsely with the beauty and grandeur of the worlitf 
•fGod! 



Mttie to them, that they are contriving erery m»ihat 
in their power to get rid of ft ; whfle others batrm 
gme tso far as to say, that the history of reUgion^ 
mkmg oofselves, presents ns with muftitadc^ erenr 
•f pioos individuaTs^ who hare feond the burthen of 
Hfem fntoleirable, as i6 induce them to meet ail the 
HAi «f eternity,' ritltef than bear it any tonger. If 
fttira faente "jitbw suicide^ is ideant/ I certainfy 
ihusf beliere sbch ' professing ckristtanSy howerer 
great the burthen of Irfe — aflltctfons iBind oppressions' 
ibiy be, never did eiist ; Except in cases t>f aotnal 
insanity ! Bnt With respect to the former, i^ may beT 
too applicable to many of all rank^ and degrees^ 
However, I believe there are many laboorers, mecha- 
nPc^, Joorneymen, ' shop-men and women, ( wfcom 1 
more particularly pleading for,) know better 
tciw to use this valuable privilege — time, if they 
BaS it ; and not to risk it by becoming their own 
executiouer. 

I pity the poor wretches wlio risk thoir placesi 
—take their " discreet glasses/' two or threes thnes a' 
d$y^ though same have declared to, me, such is their; 
eo^&nanveat of shop-keepings and otljiers their ZoAoi^r^ 
i\mt without' it 4hey could not endure or perform 
fjiefr task, and for which thejr are often suspected, 
and upbraided by their employers, as given to 
drunkenness though they, at the same time, can 
boa^ ?n their fafces of>- taking their bottles*'— I 
tsxi%i here also warn, if not condemn thdse who con- 
toie tjjiemsejyes. in the day, with the view of i^olac- . 
ing themselves in the fashionable nocturnal plea;»u9eti 
of card playing parties, billiards, and games with* 
o«t the talJte as well as within, and by going to those 



/fceptaolei^of idleness and folly ; those tombs of 
iateUect, and sources of idleness and depravity "~ 
the ale'hou9e and the theatre ! Trnly, in a nation 
professing to be civilized, (not to say christianized,) 
it is lamentable to see such a number of Iicence4 
rioting houses! And except on business, and for 
travellers, they are the hig^h road to poverty, discon-* 
tent, and family disunion : and if not to depreda*' 
tions, murder, and to tlye gallows : the sources of 
disgraceful quarrels and abominable fightings ! 

My reader will perceive that I am pleading more 
particularly for the journeymen, shop-men, clerks, 
find some others, than for the mecbanio and astiaans 
in general. Though most of these latter leave off 
their day labour at very good tlme-^ix o'qlock, 
(though by the way, they begin two hours too soosr, 
upon my plan.) I am happy this privilege is main* 
tained on both sides^-^mployers and employed. Bttt 
tiere I am sorry to observe the abuse iit this privilege, 
l^y many mechanics and artizans, particularly many ^ 
4!^' the apprentices : it is not unusual to see droves or 
.parties of them lounging about our streets of 
^voning ; not only insulting young girls, but gravo 
vpmen and men ; and dellghtiog in nothing but 
foolery and noise ! I however hope that they will 
foon be abamed out of such idle condoot, if not conr 
p))lled into better. Tea, the holy fire, before spokeg 
qf, win not only shine roqnd about them, but wiU 
poQsume them! 

While I am plead|pg here for journeymen, shop- 
]^pers, qlerks, and others of cities and large toWM, 
\ fifkm^ot ol>9erviiig the gec^^litr a4f«ptiy|*wjMab 



310 



those situate in small towns and villages posseM, fbf 
Wealthy vigour, innocent^ pleasures, morals and relf^- 
(ion. What is generally considered hj domestic 
servants, or those called ^^gentlemen's servants, does 
not immediately come under this review ; being 
more particularly implied in the preceding remarks^ 
on masters and servants ft may sufBce to say 
bere these, in general, are comfortably provided for, 
in all things necessary for the body — (and the bod^ 
onlijy with some, see ibid.) and setting aside the ab- 
surd and ridiculous attire of livery servants, their 
situations might be truly a paradise, instead of tar- 
tarus ! For be ft remembered, what the apostle said, 
<6 the beloved in Rome," holds ecj^ual truth to all 
of every rank, of every degree, in every age and na- 
tion ; namely, <^ Know ye not that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey ; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness: but the gift of God ia 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ.'* And every sin 
ijs an act of service and obedience to the devil, (c. 
vl. 16 — ^23.) But with respect to those called livery 
cervants, by which is meant gene^lly footmen, vai- 
lets, and butlers, (like men-milliners, stay makers^ 
Ac.) sure I am, when Christ's kingdom shall be 
teblished on earth, the services of these men shall bo 
dispensed with ; and they will return from whenco 
most of them came — agriculture and husbandry^ tho 
plough and the loom. This will make room for tho 
greater part of the immense numbers of females (who 
are now almost starving, and living on — ^alas, horri- 
ble to say, prostitution ! Here they will resume 
their just rights and privileges — domestic affairs^ 
iiOHfle-wifery, cook^y, Ac. And yoo, my friends^ 
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tnay save your liberal donations, for the erection of 
Mylums, and for the support of the female peneten^ 
tials.* 

This subject leads me to consider another, (and 

* Now while I am pleading the rights of the journeymaB* 
uliopman, and others, I feel also desirous te advocate a little 
more particularly the rights of the women— from the embroide- 
ry worker^ to the poor slop-shop and tent maker. Yea, from 
the lady's woman, so called, to the scullery girl. But I shall 
•bserve first, I see poor women laden with heavy burthens oa 
their heads, which you, my friends— >ye fair ones, would not 
touch with one of your fingers 1 and which I should think al« 
most inhuman for a man to wheel on a barrow ^ and almost 
too much to put on the back of an ass I 1 will admit for argu- 
ment sake, that the nobles in ancient times, drew water for. 
sheep and camels, even the priests* daughters." (Exod. ii. 
16.) and this employment was esteemed uoble, and worthy of 
great men's daughters, as appears from Genesis xxiv. 15. But 
then, how miserable is the condition, uncertain the employ and 
extreme labour of the present. 

It is admitted on all sides, that savages take the advantage 
•f superior strength to oppress tl^ weaker! and the weaker 
sex too. To say nothing here of the conduct of those warlike 
and heterogeneous race of men, the Romans, nor of *' a certain 
lawgiver that sprung up in Asia, neither of the women in the 
oriental world 1 It sufiiceth for me to know that the richer of 
my own country, too much keep under the poorer; and with 
tespect to the women, from what 1 have read, heard and seen* 
one half at least, seem alloted for slaves, the other for toys 
•r pleasure I Alas, 1 do not wonder at the prostitution of the. 
thousands ! I wonder more that God has not cut us ofif, as a 
people, for spiritual as well as carnal adultery and fornicatioB. 

To say nothing of the domestic servants-o-female drudges, 
I wonder how the thousands of poor young girls and women sub- 
sist with honesty and virtue, whose backs and hearts are aching 
while they are pricking their fingers to the bone, for about' 
eight-pence a day 1 Nay, even if it were thrice this turn, 



fbr the last) branch of that recsiproeal obli^atiM 
Imtween master and serv^ant^the employer and tto 
employed. I have often been thinking for what rea- 
•ons a labouring man — '*a bricklayer's clerk, as some 
are called, foundation diggers, jigger-men, porters^ 

fhmi twHve to fifteen boon to the day t \$ this to reader ants 
tbem that which is jost and equal ? 1 saiy, I wonder 1 ratlier 
when 1 reflect on what 1 have seen and heard, 1 need not ti 
wonder ! And here 1 would gladly rescne, nor only some female 
aifrrants in certain families, from the calumny of seme whd 
consider them commonly as cunning* deceitful, and intriguing^ 
because, forsooth, if an apprentice of what is called a respecti* 
bfe family, should happen to contract an intimacy with her of 
the dearest kind, he is in the road to ruin ! but also from the 
llb^ with which some classic writers load the fair sex in gene- 
ral \ even that of the " unaccountable humour of being smittea 
wHh every thing that is showy and superficial ! Now, I haVe 
always observed, that the usual conversation of the fashionable 
as well as of ordinary men, like the women, very much cherisk 
this natural weakness of being taken with outside appearances* 
(Vide preceding remarks^ p. 146 — 14e- let. 1.) But to the mea 
must be attributed the greatest part of this evil. Many 1 know* 
think nothing too much, nothing too fashionable, superficial, 
and foolish for the Women— their wives \ like the civilized Ro- 
mans, in succeeding ages, viewing them as a part of sensual fff- 
flnement, « wish only to revel in their arms T And trufy, the 
Mftx are not indebted to any age or country for thito kind of vsltfc- 
tion. Yet no wonder if their modesty and chastity should be- 
come less tremblingly alive to the unhallowed touch, and by de- 
grees, stained with the gross acts of sin, seduction, elopement^ 
and adultery I And may 1 not add, the indulgence of womea 
in masquerades, midnight baHs, Ranela;^ andVauxhall gardenif^ 
a;c. &C. are dangerous opportunities for the devil to triumjA 
over virtue ! sec " the law of retribution,'* &c. &c. Bote, p. 14€^ 
by that very able writer, the late Granville Sharp. 

It is too traly observed by the clerical author of strictures oa 
Itaale education, ** how insufficient is ft, which is still general- 
if given them, to be pmdent mothers, aad sensible companions t 
vrv fendftmi to « bocrdtag aclMf, te Team, whatr^ wtffi ht^ 
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and many others, have not the same wag^es, or hire, 
ftfl a mechanic, shopman, foreman, or clerks ! do they 
not want food and raiment as well as another man ? 
May they not want a wife, and may have a family as 
well as another? And is not the christian religion 

music, dancing, accompiishmeuts, — every thing but solid 
knowledge, humility, piety, virtue T* Every comuion trades* 
unao, now a days, must send their daughters to be accomplished ! 

is this an adequate discharge of the parental (that is) the 
highest of all chribtian and social duties ? Can a mother easily 
acquit her conscience" (when lying upon her death bed, can she 
bid her last farewell,) <Mf agirl thus vitiated from her early 
years, become the slave of folly, the plaything of fashion, the 
dupe, as she grows up, of some insidious villain, or at least the 
insipid poisoner of a connexion, that promised every sweet and 
every blessing V (vide essay 1. p. 46.) In short, i might say, nee- 
dle work, and ability to dress, seem at most to form the perfec- 
tion of the female character. Thus the wife of the wisest of 
grecian. heroes could find nothing better to beguile the mo- 
ments of her husband's absence than the construction of a silly 
web ; thus Alexander's sisters are handed down to the venera- 
tion of posterity, for having manufactured their brother's sur- 
tout 'y and thus the damsels of Phseacia still wash their robes in 
song Vide Christ. Observ. on the effects of female improve- 
ment, &c. p. 156. vol. vii. 

1 do not mean to insinuate that there are no eminent, noble, 
and virtuous, women ; there are, yet these seem to be led too 
much by the vain customs, and fashions of the day I But where 
are the modern Lurectias and Cheomaras } It is said of the latter 
that this lady was more wise than Lucretia, in revenging her 
iojured honour, by the death of her ravisher I (Plutarch's trea- 
tise on the virtues and great actions of women.) It certainly is 
uo mark of the wisdom and fear of God, to lay violent hands on 
ourselves, rather than out live injnred virtue 1 and both seemed 
to forget, (if that they knew,) ** vengeance belongeth unto God !" 
he will assuredly repay the wicked* 

I do not, my friends, instance these ancient women, as the 
beat and only example of female forlitnde and coarage, in de- 

2ft 
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binding: upon them, to provide all things honest 
and decent, in the sight of all men " — for themselves 
and their own honsehold," or families ? 

That these men bear the greatest beat and bur- 

fence of chantity ; but your worthy predecessor, William Feno, 
mentions them with peculiar approbation, in his **No cross, do 
crown.** This, most of you, I believe, know, and 1 write these 
things to put you in mind — to watch against these temptation, 
if not besetting sins. 1 am fearful of you lest some of you should 
notWud clear of this abomination of our land ! The world,— 
the epicureans and libertines have their mouths open against 
you, as well as their eyes fixed upon }ou I And surely not one 
of the gay circle — the fashionable, ought to excel you ? If the 
narration of " the ghost** of R»*** St»**s be true, in all proba- 
bility (if a happy interruption had not happened) posterity 
might have hauded down to them a noble example of female 
fortitude, of the nineteenth century ! But prodigies of female 
courage or talents do not prove at all either the general state of 
female talents, or condition: I would ask at the same time, 
whether for one of these instances, and happy few, we have 
not thousands of an opposite description ?— unlettered and un- 
learned ! 

And here I would turn with pleasure from these disgustiag 
scenes, to a contemplation delightful and encouraging. The 
intellectual faculties of women, are not inferior to most of those 
men, needs no question, though it hath often become one at the 
common debating societies, it is pretty well known that the 
women have an equal vigour with the men, and an equal ability 
for honourable actions : Labour, sorrow, and sufferings, if exer- 
cised with them, they bear with equal fortitude, resolution, and 
patience. 

— to know no more. 

Is woman*s happiest knowledge and her praise. 

Milton. 

But their present state in society, at least one third of them, 
cannot be warranted by common humanity and decency (not to 
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then in the community, is most certain. I remember 
particularly, when I was in London, (not to speak 
of Liverpool, or any other place in England,) when 
1 was seeking out for a porter's place I could get 
none ; the reason I readily perceived, that they 
wanted a korsCy comparatively speaking, instead of 
a man ! Seriously, I speak by experience, because I 
could not draw a heavy loaded truck, neither stand 
under an enormous weight, like a beast of burden, 
I might have starved, had not the almighty and 
merciful Disposer of all things, in his mysterious 
dispensation concerning me, provided something 
better ! But what disgrace this is to an enlightened 
nation — a nation professing the attributes of God — 
the gospel of Jesus Christ! Foreign nations, which 
we consider as papists^ outshine us. The Spaniards, 
it is said, will not use even a wheel-barrow^ (though 
I may not exactly agree with them in this,) and 
none of the Portuguese will carry a burthen. A 
person called a gentleman, wanted his servant to 
carry a small box to the next house, the man said 
" he was a Portuguese, not a beasf Yet at Lisbon 
there are an immense number of porters, called gal- 
ligos ; and although they are an industrious and ho- 
nest race, yet they are despised by both nations. 
But what is not less remarkable, it is also said such 

say religion !) much less supported for a monient,to be warrant- 
ed by justice and policy I 1 must reserve all further remarks 
on women, for appendix — (on women preaching, &c.)and shall 
only say here, I trust the time is not far off, when women will 
no longer be treated as slaves, or pretty toys, but that the mai- 
den, as well as her mistress, and the labourer*s and mechanic's 
wives, as well as the master's and tradesmen's wives, may have 
time and opportunity to improve their intellectual faculties to 
the promotion of their domestic and eternal happiness ! 
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Is the equality and humanity of this country, that it 
is not only considered as blessed — the blessed ely- 
syum/' but it is proverbial, he who has not seen 
Lisbon has seen nothing i"* (vide Goldsmith's Geog. 
p. 261—263. 

But such is the nature and order of things — such 
is the wisdom of the almighty Creator, and order In 
the creation, that man cannot do without his fellow 
man — the head cannot say to the feet, I have no 
need of thee!" (1 Cor. xii. 21.) Each are equally 
depending upon the Other : though by the way, the 
man of rank and title, is nothing without his servant 
— without the tradesman, but the tradesman and 
farmer may be something without them. Truly, as 
the author (M. Volney) of " the Ruins; or survey of 
the revolutions of empires," observes — " Whatever 
be the active power, the moving cause, that directs 
the universe, this power has given to all men the 
same organs, the same sensations, and the same 
wants ; has therefore sufficiently declared that it 
hath also given him the same rights in the use of its 
benefits : and that in the order of nature all things 
are equal :" — of preserving and maintaining his own 
existence." That the strongest men ought to be en- 
gaged in the most laborious occupations, is good 

* Alas ! this is too much of the kind of proverbs of my own 
country, and of the metropolis. And here I must notice a spe- 
cies of tyranny of certain employers towards their employed, and 
of which I have met with : L mean that of not allowing their 
workmen to sit down (even of a hot summer's day) to do their 
work, though it may be done equally as well, and in the same 
or less time 1 To such, even the Turks set a lesson, if not shame 
them J for they work sitting, at every art of handicraft where 
there is a possibility. 
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policy; but then, they ought to have as much wa-- 
ges, if not more than those who are engaged in the 
more delicate and lighter branches of trade ; or how 
can it be said that christians render unto their ser- 
vants or work people, that which is just and equal ! 
"What mortal then " as the above author observes, 
" shall dare refuse to his fellow-creature^ that which 
IS granted to him by nature ? O nations ! let us ba- 
nish all tyranny and discord ; let us form one society, 
one vast family ; and since mankind are all consti- 
tuted alike, let there henceforward exist one law, 
that of nature ; one code^ that of reason; one throne, 
that of justice ; one. altar, that of union !" But I 
must turn from this modern sagCy and bis arch " ge- 
nius" — this celebrated french reformer, to the testi- 
monies of the holy scriptures, and to the writing of 
more divinely inspired authors. 

I shall observe first, on the numerous and variouf 
streams of public and private charity — the unvaried 
efforts in exploring the present distresses of the poor, 
and promptness in relieving them — of visiting and 
administering relief to the miserable abodes of — the 
wretched cellars, and miserable hovels, worse than 
pig-styes! — Alas, alas! I hear great talk of these 
things, but I see little of it. I don't say there are nq 
good public institutions, or no good done! verily, we 
should be sunk below the savage, and not worthy 
the christian name, if these things were not done : 
but how is it that there are other things (which I 
have noticed in the preceding pages) equally obli- 
gatory, and left undone. That there are thousands 
of miserable and distressed creatures, I deny not ; 
and no wonder if their dispositions and tempers 
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shoold partake of the same sottish and brutish na- 
ture of those animals, to which a celebrated states- 
man (and very ill becoming him) unjustly com- 
pared them, though their degradation and treatment 
bear so much resemblance ! 

It is true, I find in the town I now reside in, (Li- 
verpool,) that new channels of industry have been 
found out — the docks and other public works ; by 
which upwards of two thousand part distressed 'men 
are employed: but this is uncertain and trancient: 
the only substantial and effecient resource is entire- 
ly overlooked, that of agriculture and husbandry. 
I h^ar great talk of the bettering the condition of 
the poor but this is little better than mere talk. 
I do not find any steps taken to better the habitations 
of the poor in great towns and cities : neither are 
the poor labourer and mechanic enabled (by ad- 
vance of wages) to pay for a better habitation — the 
small houses which are run up, though by the way, 
upon such a confined scale, that in a few years, 
(when the intended adjoining buildings are finished) 
they will be nearly as unhealthful, and as great a 
public nuisance, as the wretched cellars, and the old 
jBlthy courts, and narrow lanes in our towns and 
cities, which ought to have been thrown down years 
ago, and the ground distributed to the adjoining 
dwellings ! It is true also, I hear of inclosures of 
waste lands, commons, <&c. but no grants, tenures, 
lease, copy or freeholds, — no cottages or villages 
built, nothing that I can discern of any consequence 
for the advantage and comfort of the poor labourer 
and husbandman. 
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And if yoa, my friends, were to set the example 
of self'dmial — moderation, humility, and love ; ren- 
dering unto your servants — those hands and imple- 
ments of your beloved isle, that which is just and 
equal it would go further towards the melioration 
of the state of the wretched cellars, and improvement 
of the morals of the people, than all your boasted 
exertion of mental instruction, or bible efforts put 
together ! This would proclaim to the world, in a 
voice like the thunder at mount Sinai, that you un- 
derstood your bible, and were the best expositors 
of it.* 

* You, my friends, ye rich and great #nf s of the earth, may 
nevertheless do well to aid the Bible Society, and enqourage the 
circulation of the holy scriptures both at home and abroad. 
To this book, the best of all books, little as it is understood, 
different by all professors, and rejected by the in6del, yet to it 
may you attribute all your escapes, and safety ! yes, that we are 
not cut off as a people ! 1 speak through my recollection of feel- 
ings ; 1 might have followed some demagogue reformer, though 
it were to Botany Bay. But grace, divine grace, brought to light 
through the gospel, graciously prevented me. 

Here I must remark, my friends, the society at large labour 
nnder a disadvantage which I scarcely believe you are aware of, 
yet to extricate yourselves may require more grace and resolu- 
tion than a few of you possess ! 1 mean that of the rival institu- 
tion, at least their co-adjutors, the missionary assistants ! 1 
have observed for some time the connexion and influence which 
missionaries appear to have with the bible : and I find also that 
the Religious Tract Society, as it is called, has become, it iAsaid, 
'* an excellent auxiliary to the Bible Society.** Now these tracts 
and the tracts of your society differ as widely as the extremities 
from London to the missionary in the east The speech of a 
member of the Society of Friends, called « a young Quaker gen- 
tleman (and I have no doubt of it ; I should not suppose for a 
moment that this Hibernian was a herdsman, a fisherman, or a 
tent-maker !) and which I met just in time at the close of this 



Tou, my friends^ in common with all wealthy 
professors I ever knew, if not like the epioareans 
of the day, yet like the better philosopher, gooi 
things they say, good things they eat," and good 
things they are willing to have. Few assert that 
roast beef and good ale are not better than herrings 
or oatmeal and water ; and sure I am, your society 
dare not say so. I have no doubt, that a handsoma 
dressed suite and cottage orne^ at Twickenham (or 
any where else) would carry the votes against the 
kraal or koss of an Hottentot, and still more againi^t 
the wretched cellars ! 

work, delivered at the late anniversary meeting of the Bible So- 
ciety, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, puts it beyond doubt. ** In Asia,** 
says he, the pious missionary, who goes like Paul, bound in 
the spirit, not knowing what may befal him on his journey,— 
who surrenders all his. present eigoyments, to endure perils, hun- 
ger and fatigue, and climbs the hill, or descends the valley, to 
publish the glad tidings of the gospel, — is become the actiye 
instrument of the British and Foreign Bible Society.** 

You know, my friends, (and 1 to the grief of my soul,) few 
can understand the bible, at least, few do make it speak the 
language that your society does ; as the foregoing remarks, &c. 
in this work sufficiently e?ince. And although I cannot by any 
means, say with some, that it is better to have a false religion 
than none at all I yet I feel in part inclined to think, that it is 
better to send out the bible, though it may be somewhat clog- 
ged by missionaries, and shackled with tracts, than none at all. 
But is there not a danger to build again those things,** (Gal. 
ii. 18.) which you believe the Spirit of truth has destroyed,** in 
your religious society I To confirm which, I might make co* 
pious extracts from that valuable little pamphlet x>f Catherine 
Bhillips, entitled '* Reasons why the people called Quakers can- 
not unite with Methodists in their missions to the West India 
islands, and Afric,** &c. One remark I must make from thia 
judicious and pious writer,— «« It appears to Friends." says she, 
that some of the. principal leaders among the Methodist»9n- 



But for wbom, my friends, and for whose use do 
you think the multitudes of the beauties, and tt^e 
charmingly rich goodness of creation were made? 
The inspired king of Israel declared, that the 
earth, God hath given to the children of men," (psl. 
.1J6 — 116,) men, particularly the christian labourer, 
journeyman, and mechanic. The christian, says 
the pious James Hervey, may with peculiar com- 
placency, consider this grand magazine of wonders, 
this copious store-house of blessings ; and, conscious 
of an interest in Jesus, has a right to call them ail 
his own (1 Cor. iii. He may look round upon 
present things ; look forward unto .future things ; 
and trusting in his Saviour's merit, may confidently 
«ay — * not one only, but both these worlds are mine. 
By virtue of my Redeemer's righteousness, I possess 
the necessary accommodations of this life, and oo 
the same unshaken footing I stand entitled to the 
inconceivable felicity of a better.'" Vide Ther. and 
Aspas. p. 36. vol. iii. 

Ton, my friends, in common with the philan- 
thropists, have been indefatigable to procure the 
abolition of that abominable traffic, ihe slave trade ! 
I do not mean to upbraid you and the government 

deavour to fix the people in the observaoce of forms and of ine« 
ficacious ceremonies, which in the apostatized state of the church 
were styled religious as they tend* by leading to a degree of 
reliance npon the * weak and beggarly elements/ (Gal. iv. 90 for 
•assistance to perfect them in righteousness." 

But, my friends, with respect to the important subject of the 
Bible Society, the limits of this work will not allow me to enter 
at large : I must leave it with you, for the present, to solve in 
your own minds, how far the sacred volume is likely to be cir- 
culated without any exposition, leaving every man to put his 
own construction upon the text, and to exercise the rights of 
ail unshackled judgment.** 
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with — taking oat a roving commission in search of 
grievances abroad — ^traversing the ocean to emanci- 
pate the African— cross the line to convert the Hindoo 
— and, hnrl the thunder (of war) against the savage 
Algerine But I agree with a certain Hibernian re- 
former, and wish you not to '^overlook the calamities 
at your own door, and of your own infliction ! Alas, 
is there nothing wants abolishing at home ! To say 
nothing here of the system of the impress (of 
sailors or soldiers) the very thought of which freezes 
ray heart's blood, speaking after the manner of men, 
are there no pirates, no robbers, no murderers, <^n 
we walk out at night and lay down always in safety? 
Is there no oppressiod, no tyranny, no infidelity, ne 
idolatry,* and heathenism at home ? Far be it from 
me to attempt to depreciate the many wise and sa- 
lutary laws and regulations which have from time 
tQ time been framed in this still comparatively happy 
land, for the establishment of religious liberty, for 
the security of our persons and property, and for 
bettering the condition of the poor, whose canse I 
am here particularly led to plead ; but I am afraid 
that the same spirit of benevolence which so lauda- 
bly interposed ia favour of the poor Africans, does 
not equally exert itself for the redress of grievances 
which may be found to exist at home. 

* '^CoFetousneBs*' which the apo§t1eftaith is idolatry: {Co* 
los. iii. 3.) is there none, my friends, among you who is possess- 
ed with the quality of being inordinately fond of money, or 
eager aAer gain? does not our *'t>eloY«d isle*' abound with 
such gross idolaters > And if there are none who have an altar 
to the unknown God, and worship they know not what, (John 
iv, do all those who profess in heart to believe, as well as 
with the tongue confess, that ** the Lord he is God, and there is 
none else besides him,*' (Deut. iv, 35,) walk circumspectly in 
all things that the Lord commands ? Now, the people of God 



Are there no sl^v^s at h^Mni: — are there^ noue^ whoi 
if not uader ia»k ma^ti^rs^ are at least working mom 
fox th0 profit of tbieir employers thaa> their own. comr 
iffUHk support ! To. say nothing here about the slavisli 
and hard oondition of the poor welch girls, and irJsb 
4sb.*w«ome0t porters and carriers (pactteaiaxly ia 
l^ondoA ^^^^ ^ when christianty is abroad (in 
tbft TKQrld) the GOQdition and stale of all these poor 
cr^tnres^, together with, porter^s — cartersj hackney- 
coaicbm0nv wateitmenr d^o. <fec. will undergo a renova- 
tion, as well a^ their Umpers^nflopinian; thewFeteh- 
ed.iltaJte of most day-labourer^, mechwics,. and jour<- 
neympn^ principally owing- tp- their small gains^ ois 
low wages, nearly equals the late sla^e trade ; IDli^r 
tress and. want are more pressing than hnmanity; 
an4 Itk^ ^ shipwrecked mariner, crew, and passenr 
gers, pQrceivin^ death, ready to. swallow^ themr up^ 

are comm^Dded even to msike uo me at ion •f tJbueiiameMf other 
gods, neither to let it be hear4 out of their iiiaiith. .(JB)xod* xxiii* 
13.) " i am the I^oj-d, that i$ my. name, and mjf glory wiU.i not 
|{ijKe to OBpttber, neith^ my prai^ to graven images^** (Ipa^jcliiii 
Q.). That all or most of the names of the montfa«-apd.the days 0/ 
the.week. hare been, a4id are ascribad by.way of hoaoiv to tfaa 
i^qH of the heathens, and. in conformity tp. their worship** acedf 
ftQ qpastipn r if not the gospel day then .the. glorious tiiae wherer 
ip.the Lord will fulfil his covenant witb Israel, **I will taJto 
away the names of Baalim" (the plural number of Bno^ielaiing 
to divers idols, &c) «out of his mouth» and they shall no more 
be remembered by their names. (Hoses,.ii«, 170 

I fi^id that the idolatrous. Eoma|U> gfive names to several of 
their montbsf in honour of thefr pretended deities : So.tbe lik(^- 
idolatry prevailing among; our Saxon ancestors, induced, thefl^ 
U>. call the daj^s. of the week by the name of the. idol, which ob 
that day^ they peculiarly worshipped*. Hemee,. alfo,,in the.dajrii 
of. popish superstition, npt only the use of heathenish name^ 
aiiil.eiMitow.weKie. ju4uJg^d».bu alsQ.Qther> uosounil andiUAscrigr 



become almost Insensible i6 every feeling, efven 
that of self-preservation ! Alas, what awful scenes 
have I not witnessed, occasioned by the scanty and 
hard earning of the indostrious labourer and mecha^ 
nics, and still more awfnl examples for their poor 
dear children the voice raised to an undue and 
unnatural tone — the features distorted — ^the soal 
harrowed up, and all the passions on th6 wing — ^thai 
hands lifted up — wages! wages! the rest, reader, 
unutterable. Where then is the boasted indepen*' 
dence, and the power of pursuing the occupatioii 
and habits of life which we prefer, and the prospect 
of happier days, and improved situation for ourselves 
and our children !" Alas, I see little or nothing of 
it; all family endeaiments and social intercourse, 
willing and loving services, and grateful returns, 
seem to me, (I speak by experience,) dreadfully im- 

tural practices in religion were invented and introduced, ewea 
when the proferaion of the christian religion became national I 
From this corrupt source sprang the popish sacrifice of the mats, 
the celebration of which, at particular times, gave rise to the 
vulgar names of Michaelmas, Martinmas, Christmas, and the 
like. If then christians are to make no mention of the name of 
other gods, surely neither the reproach of singularity, nor the 
sagacious reasonings of such as would evade the cross of Christ 
ought to turn any side from the language of truth, and keeping 
to the simplicity of the gospel. 

It is not less strange than curious to observe, men who rank 
high in the republic of letters, but popular ministers condemn- 
ing as pagan, roman, and grecian idolatry and heathenism, that 
science of judicial astrology, which pretends to foretel future 
events, by the aspects, positions, and influences of the heavenly 
bodies—*' the dominion of the stars over our bodies and minds, 
the arbiters of our happiness — life and death,'* S^. yet continue 
in the use of others (above mentioned) equally idolatrous aiid 
heathenish 1 Surely such do err, ** not knowing the scriptures.'^ 
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peded, if not entirely cut oflF from the poor labourer, 
the industrious mechanic and journeyman ! 

' There were not wanted men, who, not only ene- 
Jtties to the slave-trade, but men " most respectable 
•4ind amiable," who boldly asserted, that the negro- 
daves are even happier than our own peasantry, and 
•that their situation is not only far superior to that of 
the bulk of the English poor, but even those of the 
continent, or Scotland, or Ireland ; and that the la- 
boar required of the negroes by no means occupies 
the whole day ! and besides the day called Sunday^ 
they have certain numbers of holidays in the year, 
while the British labourer has no time, but finds the 
very utmost he can do will barely maintain himself 
and family ! But this no more proves the equality 
and justness of the state and condition of my coun- 
trymen than it either proves the justice and huma- 
nity of the slave-merchant, or compensates for the 
horrible and abominable crime of man-atealing ! The 
remark which the Christian Observer, added to Wil- 
berforce's masterly and eloquent refutation pf the a- 
bove positions, is very pertinent. " We know in- 
deed of a theory, half popular, and half philosophi- 
cal, which, being made up of a little truth, with a 
great deal of falsehood, is plausible enough to im- 
pose on those who are not very solicitous about the 
happiness of their fellow-creatures, and therefore 
willing to get rid of such inquiries as soon as may 
be. It is an opinion about as old as the flood, that 
external circumstances notwithstanding, happiness 
is pretty equally distributed. 

The learned is happy, nature to explore. 
The fool is happy, that he knows no more, 
2s 
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The rich it happy, in the plenty given* 
The poor contents him in the care of Heavev. 
See the blind beggar dance, the cripple siogt 
The sot a hero, lunatic a king. 

•*And so opon the authority of Pope, and the sageft 
of antiquity, gentlemen," as he calls them *'very com- 
placently infer that the negroes are as happy as the 
rest !" Vide review of WUberforde on the abolition of 
the slave trade. 

However, happy for the Afric race, by an act of 
4he legislature, at last, this iniquitous traffic* 

Dark with crime, and dropping blood» 
Twice a hundred years had past ^ 
Still o*er mountain, vale, and flood, 
Groan» of Afric swelPd the blast I 

» for ever done away .with, at last, abolished by thr 
law of England. 

Woe to the land, when wealth proclaims 

Another land's undoing; 
Whose trophied column rises high. 

On robbery and ruin. 
Britannia saw, with deep disdain. 
The foul reproach, the coward stain. 

The characters of blood j 
She saw, and swept her shame away. 
While shouting round in thick array. 

Her patriot champions stood !* 

May this horrible traffic be for ever forgottenT 
or if remembered, only to the disgrace of the sevens 

• Two poems, which were composed fot the Anniversary, o» 
the abolition of ths slave trade. Vide Chr. Obs. for i;808. 
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teenth and eigbteeatk century ! And will y<>ii, mj; 
ftiend^y^Carnish those fair-earned laurels, — ^whicii no 
conquest of glory, no banner ever so triumphantly 
waved, could, equal, by suffering your fellow coud- 
trymen, the.pqpr labourer and mechaQlc, to becom^ 
pured to a negro ,in the West Indies I ^ 

What do you think, my friends, eighteen shilling* 
m guinea, or even t^venty-five shillings a week (these 
timed) will do for a labourer or journeyman with n 
wife and large family ! Is it possible that he can h% 
any other than the inhabitant of the miserable ho« 
yel,"or **the wretched cellar!" Is this to render unto 
thy workmen or servants, " that which is just and 
equal? " You know better, by your own expenses, how 
far ^' two pounds a wetk'' will do for domestic aflfairs. 
Rather, are they not wronged both of their wages and 
time ? Common sense," common honesty ought to 
teach ^uch better, (ivithout the authority of the gos- 
pel,) that it is neither just nor equal that the mas- 
ters — the employers should have the labour of men, 
their health and strength of their youth and age, as 
long as they are able to work, and all the profit, and 
they not wages enough to kee'p them decent, while 
In health, much less in sickness, or out of employ 1 
" Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, oven to 
make the poor of the laud to fail!" (Amos. viii. 4.)**I 
will come near to you to judgment : and I will be a 
swift witness against those that oppress the hireling 
In his wages, the widow and the fatherless, and that 
turn aside the stranger from his right and fear not 
me, saith the Lord of hosts !" (Mai. iii. 5.) And what 
is not less surprising than singular to observe, these 
]^r labourers and mechanics are called upon to put 
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hj iheir pennies — a* portion of4heir h«rd and scanty 
Earnings in saving bank T Wbereas, o&the con- 
trary, a saving bank ought to be established on par« 
pose for their aid and assistance."* .l%ia kppears al« 
together unreasonable at this time, when the utmost 
that many of them can earn is soarcely sufficient tQ 
procure them the first necessaries of life. 

I have been told by some (and professors too!) 
fhat if I was moderate, and my wife a good eoono-i 
inist, I might live very comfortably for tweftty-^five 
shillings a week, a« there were many that I might sM 
did so ! Now I say, as then, and for- some years past 

* Not that I have any oljection to a aaving haiik**— a eha;* 
citable bank* or rather ** a retreat fbr old age ^" 1 don't say that a 
abilling a week in a fund, would not amount to a sum very con- 
siderable in the course of forty or fifty years! but how many thou- 
sands of poor labourers and mechanics neither have the oppor- 
tunity nor live out that time I I don*t object to a saving bank* 
upon right principles ; but I query whether the above be oa 
right principles : the right source and origin is to be found ia 
the acts of the apostles, chap. iv. 3^. and chap. vi. 1. and in the 
eighth and ninth chaps. 2 Corinthians ^ and I beseech thee» 
reader, turn to thy bible. 

And here I must make a remark on certain professing chris- 
tians, who seem to have reduced these libera] acts^ yet binding 
duties to a tenth — a tenth of their profits only^ set a part for 
God's service— their poor brethren ! What, am I to understanc| 
that after taking stock in trade (or what not) yearly, and after 
deducting all expenses of living well, rent, &c. &c. finding to 
have cleared — to be worth five hundred pounds, — say one hun- 
dred pounds then, to offer unto God— a tenth, for the poor desr 
titute and 8ufi*ering brethren ? Fie on you^ fie on you^ chris- 
tians I who boast of the glorious liberty of the gospel, and deny 
it in your works ! This tenth, I deny not, has the sanction 
of the mosaic law : and my reader will do well to turn to 
hit bible, and he will find it written, (some where,) that tbi/f 
tenth was not for the poor, for there were (somewhat like what 
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have said, that had I not made Grod my banker, and 
friend (as I observed in Let. I. )who mercifully 
granted me aid, besides my wages, on various occa- 
sions, I and my family would have been deprived of 
very many of the necessaries and comforts of life — 
ha^ starved^ half naked! And how is it some ap-. 
pear to live so decent on so small income or wag^es? 
Some I forbear to name, the christian religioa 

forbids me to believe overy report! Some have 
perquisites to dispose of, which I seldom found my- 
self at liberty to purchase. Others make no scruple 
to bay things by way of cheap-side — smuggled; 
(what you, my friends, rightly condemn as runned 

the Society of Frieads is said to he, and, indeed, no less than 
what it shoald be) no beggars in Israel l" this tenth was for the 
priests only, to make them of equal wealth viiih the rest of tht 
tribes^ as they were not to work, &c. (see also Heb. ix. 5 — 12.) 

But the difference of the Jewish and christian dispensation 
is very great ; the former is composed of precepts, the latter of 
principles ; importance is laid on ritual observances in the 
one, but a greater importance is given to love and charity in 
the other. Even that which was made glorious hath no glory in 
this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if the 
ministration of death, written and engraved in stones, was g]o>- 
rious, so that the children of Israel could not stcdfastly behold 
. the face of Moses ! yes, so terrible was the sight, that Moses 
said, I exceedingly fear and quake, (and if so much as a beast 
touched the mountain, it was to be stoned, or thrust through 
with a dart (Heb. xii. 9a) If, then, the administration of the 
Spirit be much more glorious (9 Cor. iii. 8.) bow much more 
liberal and merciful ought the works to be of the general assem- 
bly and church of the first born— the spirits of just men made 
perfect ? (Heb. xii. 23.) 

I am aware of the objections usually brought against a com- 
mon stock, or bank of charity : bnt I shall only notice one, and 
though not in general brought against it by professors, yet of 
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goods.) Sbme make out their wages by working' 
over work at night, till ten or twelve o'clock, for 
themselveg, if they can get jobs to do ! others 
have friends and relations who can help them on a 
Kttle : and others by artificial or fictions means, like 
a corrupt and nearly exhausted finance, keep a pa- 
per capital afloat — from the tally-shop to the pawn*> 
broker ! Hence this decent appearance in the eyes 
of the world ; while others, of the labourers' and 
mechanics' wives are obliged to go out to jobbing, 
charring, and washing ; or otherwise losing half 
their time in running after a bason of soup and few 
herrings, &c. at a cheap rate^ while their poor ehil- 

cqual notoriety : I mean that objection to the provision^ (meait 
and miserable as it is said to be !) made by the people for the 
p«ory called the worlc-Aouse, as ''encouraging an improvident spi- 
rit V I have no doubt the sordid mind will much more object to 
the former j but if it were possible that this should cause any 
one to act without caution and regard to future calamities ; sure 
I am, for the poor to think of providing for themselves in old 
age, as things now stand, if not encourage an idolatrous spirit, 
it will cause much anxiety and solicitude, not only contrary to 
the spirit of the gonpel, but would prove futile ; and something 
t)f a kind to the poor negro slave, who after struggling nearly 
ihe whole course of their lives, some may be able to purchase 
their liberty of their master, when life becomes to have no en- 
joyment :— just before ** the silver chords are loosed, and the gol- 
den bowl or pitcher is broken at the fountain as the wise man 
describes the wonderful and curious structure of man, white 
as the almond tree, with old age — the keeper of the house 
trembles, the windows darkened, and the doors shut— fear in 
way, and even the grass-hopper a burthen to him ! (Eccles xi.) 
Whereas, on the contrary, it is good and comely for one to eat 
and drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh 
under the sun, all the days of his life, which God giveth him; 
for it is his portion."* (c. v, 18.) Only take notice, " let thy gar- 
ttieiits be always white ; and let thy head lack no ointment.** 
(vhap. ix. 8.) 
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dren are either fallen into the fire, or barniog foX 
their backs the few clothes they have got. 

I will admit, for argument sake, that a labourer 
and mechanic have more wag^es now than was ever 
known to be given* I shall not go over the diffe- 
rent ages and reigns in which the labourers' (and 
others) wages have advanced from one penny it 
three shillings and sixpence per diem. It suffices for 
me to know, that workmen's wages have not kept 
pace either with the advances of rent, taxes, and 
the necessaries of life, or the profits and fortunes of 
their employers. Though I have not much doubt 
on my mind, the poor labourer, was much happier, 
and lived better, when they worked for three-pence 
a day, than now ! However, I am happy in know- 
ing that there are some few masters (though they be 
but few) who do not think tjm pounds a week too 
much for a workman, or even twice tiiat sum if he 
can earn it. And I am happy also to find an advo- 
cate in this necessary and important cause ; at leasts 
this subject has of late, (though I cannot directly 
refer to the date, ^c.) has been taken np, or glanced 
at, in a weekly journal, deservedly of high praise, not 
only as the zealous champion of the liberties and 
rights of the people, but as a paper being open to 
the cause of suffering humanity, and ready to state 
the grievances of the working class of the community, 
or to give them advice where it is wanting : I alludie 
to that called " the Liverpool Mercury." 

But alas, that there ever should be found, men 
to assert, that any labourer or mechanic could have 
{gained more money than they ought to gain for Ihelr 



own comfort and the g^ood of society ! If each, or « 
few among: them shonld, ^t into haMts, totaly irrel* 
evant to their situation, is no more than the irregu- 
larity and dissipation of some of the rich ! And admit, 
that if the journeymen manufacture! % were in receipt 
of full wages they would become pamperedy and 
would tend to unhinge the frame of society, I find the 
luxurious and voluptuousness of some who are neither 
labourers nor mechanics tend to the same! But dare 
any mortal man (o say that the industrious christian 
labourer, mechanic, or journeyman, ought not to 
have two pounds a week, or " full wages," thai which 
is Just and equaly — sufficient to meet the times, be- 
cause some few may get drunk,* abuse it, and 

* And here I wish to give a word or two of ^hortatioa to 

the refined epicurean, as well as to the vulgar alehouse tippler 
or drunkard : both are equally disgraceful and disgusting charac* 
ters ! They ought to be excommunicated-^Tightly shunned by tht 
virtuous and sober; and warned of their danger^ instead of pallia- 
tivt iy advised. It is the opinion of the wise, (ancieat as well as 
modern,) that the principal part of future punishment would arise 
from the tyrannical sway of those unruly passions and lusts^whicfa 
had Required in this state the power of rooted habits in the soul, 
while the means of gratifying them are denied ! That vidons 
habits can harass and torment the disembodied spirits, may be 
reasonably inferred from the domineering sway in old det>auched 
sinners : how often are such found to revolve in their mind (by 
their polluted conversation) with a kind of infernal pleasure, 
the scenes of dissipation through which they have pasmsd. Tbe 
rich glutton, in parable, (Luke xvi. 19.) confirms this; and it 
is not at all unlikely, that the drunkard may thirst and be de- 
nied, yea, tcrn>euted \' It is expressly declared that the drunk- 
ard »h.ill not inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. xvi. 9.) 
** Awake then, ye drunkards, and weep and howl, all ye drink- 
ers of wine, for while ye are drunken as drunkards^ ye shall be 
devoured as stubble fully dry/* Joel. U d. Nah« i. 10. 

Qluttoof and iateniptr«aoe, whather ia meati ar driaiyH is 
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become pampered ! How easy would *^ ifae rational/' 
informed child retort, 

** You pamperM great, who proudly ride," &c. 

THS BUSBAMDMAM, 

Here, my friends, I acknowlege I am treading on 
tender, if not dangerous, ground ! I am aware of th^_ 
laws of the land! — stat. 2. and 3.. Edward 6. and staL 
39. George 3. commonly called the combination actSp 
on contracts between journeymen, manufacturers, or 

not only a vice odious in itself, but pfernicious in its effects. U 
will Dot, I think, be saying too much, ** they are more irrational 
than the brutes ; and with all their boasted wisdom, are less wise 
than the most stupid animals T* An animal indeed there is, 
(the most hungry animal in the world, ealled ** the glutton,**) 
which (as one rightly observes) the great Lord of the creatioii 
•eems to have introduced into it, as a lively emblem of this ^Ithy 
pice, and as a monitor to man» to warn him against so uncomely 
a practice. Indeed, it seems probable that the animal world ia 
fttrnished with creatpres, which represent to «», as in a glass, 
most of the virtues and vices common to mankind. 

— « View the striking picture ** of this rapacious and carnivo- 
rious little animal, ye sons of gluttony— ye slaves and worship* 
pers of the belly — ye disciples of £picurius ! — And are ye a bit 
more reasonable or respectable animals, who continually hunt 
after feasts, and means of supplying your eternally craving ap* 
petites 1 who live to eat and drink, insieiLd of eating and drink- 
ing to live : who exist upon the destruction and persecution of 
that animal creation, which groana beneath your cruelty, as it is 
tortured a thousand ways, and murdered with innumerable ag« 
gravations, to satiate your vitiated tastes I 

1 might mMltiply instances here, pot only of ** the cruelty of 
field sports,** but the barbarity also of the culinary— skinning 
eels, as well as cutting the fins of others and frying them alive ! 
crimping cod«-boiling lobsters alive, by the slowest degree, 

2t 
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other wopkmeiiy for obtaining an advance of Whgett^ 
or lessening or altering* their usual hours of workf 
&c. &c. But I have nothing tp do with a combination 
of journey men, and mechanics; I am contending witb 
their masters. or employers upon the authorities of' the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and the acts of the apostles; 
and 1 believe no laws of the land or governments wish 
to hinder them (neither can they) from retfderiag 
that " which is just and equal/' towards their work 
people or servants. (Col. iv. 1.) This reciprocal duty 
(of masters) comprehends such a measure of gene- 
rosity, recompence, and benevolence, that you can- 
not plead want of jtidgment to fix what is proper 
time to work, or wages sufficient I Reason would tell 
you ; and the reason of the law (according to the 
maxim of the english kiw> is the life of the law:" 
the life of the law then would be against you, mxtcA 
more the blessed gospel ! If these maxima were at- 
tended to, 1 thrnk 1 should never hear again of com- 
binations and conspiracies of journeymen — "strike 
for wages," and that sometimes at a time when their 
services are most wanted ! Most men know when 
they are well off, and the old adage is familiar witb 
every one—" let well enough alone*." 

But if the word of God, imperiously calls upotf 
the poor man, the labourers and mechanics, as well 
as their masters or employers, and has shewn' them 
what he requires of them ; (Mic. vi. 8. ) if the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, binds them also, to " provide for ho- 
nest things " — (2 Cor. viii. 20.) for he that provides 
not for bis own house is " worse than an infideT, 
and denies the faith ;" they will do well to consider 
the warnings, as well as the promises of Christ, lest 
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they be accessary to their own distress and misery. 
The testimony,iny friends,of your worthy predecessor, 
Isaac Penington may have some weight here. Among 
other " Considerations," of the kingdom, laws, Ac. 
observe— " those who are Christ's subjects, and sing- 
ly obedient to his law of righteousness in their spi- 
rits, are more faithful to men, and more subject to 
any just law of government, than any other can be: 
for their fidelity and subjection is out of love, and 
for conscience sake. But this it is which offends the 
world ; men many times make laws in their own will, 
and according to their own wisdom (now the wis- 
dom of this world is corrupt, and hath erred from 
the guidance of God,) and are not free from selfenda 
and interests^ not being gathered into that which 
cleanseth and keepeth pure the naturals. And that 
which is of God cannot bow to any thing which is 
corrupt in man : it can lie down and suffer, and bear 
the ploughing of long and deep furrows upon its 
back ; but it cannot act that which is against its life. 
It cannot be disloyal to its King (Christ Jesus) to gra- 
tify the spirit of this world ; but what practice or tes- 
timony its King calls for against the evil and corrup- 
tion of this world, it must obey singly and faithful- 
ly."* Vide his works, p. 423. vol. i. 

* 1 do not say that the king does wrong : neither have 1 any 
thin^g to do with " the constitutional maxim, * that the king 
can do no wrong " " this/* observes a celebrated pre J ate, 
is balanced by another maxim, that the illegal commands of 
a king do not justify Chose who assist, or concur in carrying 
them into execution,* and by a secondary rule, subsidiary to 
this, that the acts of the crown acquire not any legal force, 
iintil authenticated by the subscription of some of its great offi- 
cers (Paley's Moral and PoHt. Philosophy, c. 6, 7.) I'his sub- 
ject has already been so judiciously aiid scripturally examinp4 
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The anforeseen length to which thb work Ui aim* 
dy carried preventii me from taking any part here in 
the present disputes about the celebrated statute of 
the 5th of Queen Elizabeth, cap. 4. ^^as snbject^ to pe- 
nalties, persons who carry on or follow any trades^ 
without having served an apprenticeship of sevra 
years thereto," &c. One remark, however, I muet here 
make, I by no means can consider it as '^an encou- 
ragement of idleness^'' much less as being calculated 
at all times to yield unto the hired person (journey- 
man) more than a just proportion of wages!" It may 
be presuming too much upon the correctness of 
mortal foresight to suppose, that one generation 
can legislate for their successors, at the distance of 
two hundred and fifty years," (or whatever age it 
may be,> in matters liable to continual change :" be 
this as it may, I certainly do object to so much of 
the restricture or prohibitory article in the form of 
the indenture of apprenticeship, where it says — M<tr 

by so many learned and able writers, particularly by the late 
Granville Sharpe, in his tract entitled, " The law of passive 
obedience/* &c. and which ts so well known to the political and 
religious world, that 1 shall only transcribe the following few 
words, on Romans xiii. ]- -7* he desires it to be remarked, that 
the apostle has expressly and repeatedly assigned the reason 
why so much respect and obedience is due to the higheir powers 
— ruler or magistrate, * for he is the minister of God to thee for 
good,* &c.— for he is the minister of God, a revenger of Wrath 
upon him that doeth evil. That is, while they maintain justiOt 
and righteousness */* 

But here, my friends, I have a word or two with you touch* 
ing the above political matters. It is pretty well known that 
there are some among the society of Friends, who not only 
vote for a member of parliament, but are very active in pro- 
curing votes, and recommending this or that person at a fit 
and proper representative. Now, my friends» that thu cum* 
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trUnony he shall Hot contract!'* — A trnly consclenti-* 
«irs apprentice, m%ht perhaps, suffer much both ill 
nature and mind: and I am sorry to observe, that thur 
** enlightened age " — ^my own country, is nations, il 
Bot ages, behind hand in this important matter I 

But, touching corporations," and ^^combina'* 
tions," I am happy to find that there are some few 
manufacturers (and tradesmen) wh<> have honesty 
and courage enough, in this latitudinarian age-^these 
lased and degenerated times, to stand up— not a 
corporation body of tradesmen, who enter into a eon* 
apiracy against the public, to raise prices, or BNino^ 
polize the trade," not a dB]iger6ne and infamous comr 
bination, amongst the workmen of many useful 
trades — " combinations which have for their olyeot 
the enhancement of their wages above their jdist le* 
vel T' these are detestable characters, and a wisd 
government will know what to do with such ; but I 

dact is «• a breach of those principles," the truth of which 
you believe, and profess to be led and guided by, and thai 
yoa onght not to have any thing to do with directly or im- 
dtreetly, <'at the most promineat part of yosr profession, wil^ 
regard to government is the doctrine of passive obedience and 
non- resistance, where conscience is not concerned,** is very 
dearly shewn by the author of a tract entitled reason why iht 
Society of Friends ihould not vote for members of parliament.** 
The representative,'* he observes, ** is invested with fail pow-^ 
er to act in the house agreeable to the established law of the 
land — to preserve the constitution as it now is— also vote the 
taxes to defray the expenses occasioned by the increase of mili« 
tlHry and naVal expenditore, that the war may be prosecuted fid 
the utmost extent — subsidies to foreign princes,** &c. ''The 
voter delegates the representative, and invests him with all his 
power : instead of going himself, he deputes another to repre- 
sent faim, and exactly approves of » sy&tem which he does not 
practice himielll 
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My, 1 am happy to find men united in the strongest 
ties of amity, to stand between the pnblic and the 
workmen — ^the workmen and the manufacturer 
and tradesman. There is a great necessity for this ; 
I always found among the public, enough selfish 
and overbearing, to run down my article and price, 
(though, perhaps, I might have the advantage of 
some dealers, being considered a — may I say, Qua- 
ker ? rather, I trust, a christiany) and when a jour- 
ney man, I always found masters enough, so selfish 
and ill principled, as to desire — ^want me to work for 
nothing, as it were. 1 wish only that the manufac- 
turers and others would take heed, that they not 
only render unto their work people that which is 
just and equal but see also that they keep up the 
quality of their article, and that the necessary la- 
bour is bestowed upon the work for which they pay. 
Surely no persons are so fit and proper judges to 
know the price of the labour of which they bec^tow, 
both of the work people and themselves, in their res- 
ipective branches of their trades, as the manufactu- 
rer and tradesman ! And surely it is not just and equal 
that the manufacturer and workmen should all be 
loserSy that the public should be a gainer ! By this 
maxim must all merchants and dealers be regulated 
«^bearing in mind the old law — " right right." The 
expenses for moderate and decent support of a fa- 
mily, reut, rates and taxes, &c. of the times in which 
he lives it will be necessary to keep in view when 
a man estimates his profits, and puts a price on 
labour, ^c. 

This brings me to consider (under one head, as I 
engaged) the reason and causes why the laboQrerf 
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and mechanics are not better paid for their work— ^ 
why the foregoing regulations in trade, and the re« 
ciprocal duties of masters and servants are not bet* 
ter understood, and reduced to practice. I will tell 
thee, gentle reader, it is pride, ambition, Btlf-Uyoe, in* 
fidelity, and a haste to be rich !" Such hath not 
got the love of God shed abroad in their hearts^ 
through faith in Jesus Christ," therefore he cannot 
love his fellow man as himself. But as these cha* 
racters, like the camelion, can change their colour 
as often as they please, to serve their own purpose 
and safety, 1 must come to a few particulars. And 
here I desire to appeal to thy own conscience — a 
monitor, enough of which remains to tell thee "Aert 
once God stood ;" whether these things be so or not. 

It is cursed pride, my friends, as your worthy 
William Penn, observed — " pride,whjch makes a man 
despise, and keep under bis fellow creatures, because 
he is too proud to love an equal : so he does not 
love God, and his laws because he would not have 
a superior." And so you cannot give a labourer twe 
pounds a week for his labour, nor let him work lest 
hours, than what perhaps, may be the customs 
of men, because he would bie — receive that, which 
is just and equal," and be able to live like a 
christian! Hence self love, and ^^a haste to be. 
rich," by which a man will commit any base and 
mean action : no wonder to find men contracting 
for trade, determined to execute orders at all events; 
not only get their work done by boys and appreiv- 
tices, but by grinding the men and women down in 
their just wages ! Would it not be better for sucb 
professors, to suffer the loss of trade, and become a 
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iaboarer, than thiis rain trmd«; and mora, ^oaim 
the religioD of Jesus Christ to ba hiasphamed V— 
Hence lying, and every false excose : — others, that 
they could not meet the markets at home or abroad 
if they did not cot low in wages, Ac. Nothing more 
false; an honest man that knows his trade, and ia 
moderate in his expenses, may always meet a rogue 
in" the markets. Others, their ''haste to be rich,'' 
are in such an infidel state, that when I aolicited- 
their subscription towards publishing this work, they 
told me to my face, they were '*not religious!" — ihey 
had '' no time to read books, this was the bopk," clap* 
ping their hands on a port folio, double ledger, or 
•omething of that kind '' that they wished only to 
recul." Others, afraid I should make them a Quaker, 
and that they should not like."* While some '' read 
no books but what inform them bow to increase 
Iheir fortune for themselves and children." A long 
string of religious dogmas and peculiarities might 
not be very inviting to such ; but that *' truth preva- 
lent," after so much vicissitude, so much ruin, and so 
much effusion of blood, should not excite attention, 
is not a little surprizing. 

With respect to ''making a fortune," I must 
make one general remark. " This is a sore evil," 
aays the wise man, "riches kept for the owners 
thereof ; and mostly perish by evil travel of their 
children !" (Eccles. v. 12.) And a wiser man than 
Solomon, even Christ himself, hath expressly coup 
damned it. Mat. vi. 19. " Lay not up for ywratbM 

* Men love darkness rather thsn Hght, because their deeds 
are evil. John iii. 
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treamres upon e&rtb," d^c* The pioas FuUer^ (on 
backsliders,) might well say, it has long appear* 
ed to me, that this species of covetouaness will, in 
all probability, prove the eternal overthrow of 
more characters, among professing people, than 
almost any other sin ! They may not, perhaps, in- 
-dnlge in gross immoralities, hot they can love the 
world supremely The case of Lot, when be part- 
ed from Abraham, and fixed his eyes on the well wa- 
tered plains of Jordan; and took up his residence 
in Sodom, should, one would think, furnish an af«- 
feeting warning to all ; alas ! how frequently iii the 
Mme part acted over again, in the ehoice of settle- 
ments for their wives and children. 

However, it is not for want of money — of most 
tradesmen and merchants not being able that the fore- 
joientioned regulation has not taken place. To say 
4iothing here about government loans, of Millions be- 
ing raised in a few days ! I could always get plenty 
^f money if I could meet it in capital or property: 
and although 1 could not get five pounds a gift of 
^hose I tried ; and that at a time of extreme dis- 
iress ; yet the same people could lend hundreds on 
-security and interest! The sums of money squandered 
away ds immense. — Four hundred thousand pounds 
can be laid out only in building a theatre ! (Drury 
Xiane) and one person alone could absolve the pro- 
perty of his claim (on the above) amounting to 
twelve thousand pounds ! And immense sums of mo- 
ney are lavished away upon pleasures — horse races, 
iairs, wakes, plays, operas, balls, masquerades, con- 



^ See also, reader. Let. i. p. 9i« 
2u 
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mettBy ^onvirial club-feasts'* admission fees, ffncs^ 
Ac. Ac, Ac. which would more than balance all th* 
losses by shutting up shop at an early hour, and for 
extra work-people, and extra wages. 

And shall I add, the immense sum of money la- 
vished away, on what is called kept mistresses," — 
prostitution ? Alas, my heart is sick, and my head 
faint, when beholding the wickedness and wretch- 
edness of my own country, in the plenitude of pow- 
er, and in the midst of plenty ! O, England, Eng- 
land ! I do not accuse you, my friends, in a direct 
manner, as being guilty of squandering away money 
in any of the gross and vile acts, God forbid ! Bat 
I wish the society at large may stand clear here : but 
are not you putting double in the coffer; if not 
heaping up riches against the day of wrath, when 
you ought to have been scattering? That many of 
you, my friends, as well as thrice as many more, 
must be accumulating wealth daily, while yoor fel- 
low creatures and work-people are nearly starving, 
is notoriously well known, (I have documents to 
prove, if not already,) and how is it you die, and 
leave an immense riches behind you ? This, also, is 
an evident mark to me, that not more than one of a 
hundred (if that) did not merit these high encom- 

* That seme of the parties at these faalf-gainea and guinea 
dinners, and convivial feasts, are *'the friends of reform/' needs 
lie question. I suspect they are admirers of the ** transcendaut 
and political talents of a Sheridan V* I could wish such to bear ia 
their mind, or refer to extract which I have made in the pre- 
ceding part of this work, (Let. 1. p. 91, 92.) as it may afford a 
useful hint on the occasion. 
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niamsy which I see lavished on the departed — ^* tht 
nnbonnded liberality," — " great good man !" — Ac. 

And further, the immense sums which are lavish- 
ed away by many, in extra and superfliuma orna- 
ments, dress and furniture. Let any one take a view 
of most tradesmen, merchants, and their wives and 
families; follow them home, behold their palaces 
and stately mansions ; see their table spread, (not to 
notice here their extra extravagencies in sweet 
meats, sugar plumbs, and pastry, in the course of 
the day,) and then let anyone say,* if they dare, that 
there is scarcityy and that the tradesman and mer- 
chant cennot afford to pay more wages, keep more 
hands, and work less hours to the day. But 1 know 
some (and hundreds more I do not know) that say 
such extras and extravagancies make good for the 
poor J and trade ; was this not so notoriously false 
and unfounded, I would not stop to answer it ; as 
may be seen in different parts of this book : is it not 
well known, at least I well know it, that most or all 
journeymen and women, clerks, and even labourers^ 
when they are in full employ, and earning (though 
it may not be much) money, they are not ashamed 
to declare, that they do, and would wear the most 
fashionable, and buy the best of every thing ! how, 
then is it likely that either pride and trade would 
suffer any less by the foregoing regulations, of more 
hands employed, and better paid? 

Ah, but I know some that say, the tradesmen 
and merchants don't live now in these distressed 
times, and lay out money as they used to do ! God 
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forbid they should, if the extensive lords," as they 
are called 

.. — .of palaces and lands, 

Apicius trains his culinary bands ; 
Jb banquets flow the dissipated day. 
And vfine and revels urge the night away ^ 
Like other fools, ambitious of a name, 
Apicius boasts of an aduiterer*s fame i 

Dlacow*s Letter, See* 

"Cast yoor eyes on every side of the empire," says 
a certain writer, " and estimate its ruin and calami- 
ties, after an armament, and a war of twenty years. 
Look at the astonishing population of every village 
and every town. Tour farmers keep their chargers, 
and have ceased to labour. Tour factories, incal- 
culable in nnmber, are connected with an adjacent 
coach-house and villa. Tour merchants are become 
princes, and surpass in wealth the princes of Tyre ! 
—If your country be really ruined, its inhabitants 
are very much enriched : and if the monied interest 
were to take out a statute of bankruptcy to-morrow, 
she could pledge the assignees a property to five 
times the amount of the demand, and pay them an 
half-yearly interest, to the extent of * an usury,' (aa 
Erskine said in a letter to Pitt,) ' which would im- 
prison poorer men for accepting it !' " Whether thia 
statement be overcharged, I will not presume to say: 
but with all due submission to the commercial know- 
ledge, political and tactical talents of this writer, I 
need not say I dissent from him, with respect to the 
prosecution of the late war : yet I cordially uaite 
with him, that " towards the perpetuity of so great 
good, the first and best advice I would give, is a re- 



formation of manners ; and wish it to commence in 
those classes of society which should give example 
to the poor. Truly, there is great need of it — " the 
theatres crowded, the Sabbaths dishonoured, and 
God forsaken ! In many instances, worse, if pos^i- 
ble, — " insult is offered to marriage^ the best bond 
and source of society. The united kingdom abounds 
with persons who have but a supposed father. — 
Does the learned seducer sneer? let him be warned, 
lest vengeance should supersede the possibility of 
repentance." (Vide a pamphlet entitled Visions of 
Albion, &c. p. 36 — 40.) And here I would add the 
warning voice of the prophet Amos, (c. vi.) reader,, 
turn to thy bible. 

A reform is certainly the one thing necessary ; 
and among the many things which want a refer* 
mation, I see nothing to hinder those I have noticed^ 
— the reciprocal duties of masters and servants— 
labourers and mechanics — shop-keepers and shop- 
men. Yea, more than this may, and ought to be 
done. Those whom God has afforded wealth and 
leisure, are accountable to him for both: and let 
them remember, as the learned and worthy author, 
Granville Sharpe, remarked, that " there is a Lord 
of the vineyard — ^ the Lord most high is terrible 
(psal, xlvii. 3.) to whom all things belong, and to 
whom a strict account must be rendered of everj 
trust, (Luke, xvi.) and of every possession, whetbef 
of lands or of governments: so that the domainf 
and e&tates of all temporal lords, as he calls (hem, 
fnd land-owners, (be their right of tenure eve? so 
unexceptionable among men,) are yet jso far from 
being their own, that even they themselves, when* 
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•rer they acquire a habit of mispending their time 
or wealthy are justly esteemed * incumbrances upon 
that very ground, in which all their imaginary con- 
•equence is planted." Let such be reminded of the 
alarming dreadful sentence, pronounced by the 
lord of the vineyard, — Cut it down, why encumber" 
eth it the ground !" — ^* Cast ye the unprofitable ser- 
Taut into outer darkness !" (Luke, ziii. 7. Matt. xxv. 
80.) See his " Law of Nature," &c. p. 21— «8. 

Let, then, the friends of liberty and reform, and 
the philantropists and professing christians, lay- 
ing aside all party difference of opinions," unite in 
one common cause, for the relief and support of 
their poor and destitute fellow men : let them rally 
round the standard of the gospel of Jesus Christ — 
that fundamental axiom — that golden rule " — ^the 
only "spirit or first principle of law," lovb tht 
^ VEIGHBOua AS THYSELF ; and inclose all the waste 
land, (commons, or crown lands, as they are call* 
ed,) for cultivation, and plant settlements of small 
farms, garden grounds, &c. as it is acknowledged 
on all sides, that to ease the public distress to the 
utmost of our power, agriculture, &c. is the only ex- 
pedient. And should it be found that there may 
not be enough waste lauds to engage all the desti- 
tute, who are capable of agriculture, &c. (as a great 
number of commons have been inclosed within the 
last century, by land owners I presume,) let the 
friends of liberty, who are land owners, selly or so 
dispose of their land as to afford greater facilities 
to their poor brethren for procuring the means of 
eubsistence. 
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Do jBUy my friends, set the example ; — let 
all the wealthy and rich of every denomination make 
one grand effort to relieve, efficiently 9ind effectnallyy 
the distress of the nation — all the poor and destitute 
— (as the means are in your own power:) then with 
more consistency and colour of truth, it might be said 
it is no more problematical, whether it would be a 
blessing, were all denominations of christians from 
henceforth to agree to worship Ood precisely in the 
same way, and maintain the same discipline." Hence^ 
it will be more likely to take out of the mouth of the 
if\fidel^ who vauntingly says — " union they so much 
talk about, is a fine thing in theory: but see how 
divided they are amongst themselves, they stand 
aloof from each other like sworn enemies !" And 
from hence the enemy will be more likely to see^ 
that ''the days of primitive religion are again re- 
turned." This would astound the world, if not have 
the effect of miracles. Good works done in love 
and faith, through Christ, and for Christ's sake, 
would, I believe, be almost, if not altogether as in« 
fftrumental in converting the world to Christianity! 
though there aipe some who are audacious enough to 
assert, that when miracles ceased, learning succeed* 
ed ; which seems to have almost the same power 
and effect. 

That trade and commerce have suffered conri* 
derable depression, I deny not : and even suppose 
for a moment that one half of the exports were cut 
off for ever, (though, by the way, it is hardly a rea* 
sonable supposition,) what then? Let the govern- 
ment and the merchants turn their attention to the 
occupation of the seas — ''the mistress of the world;*' 
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that Inexhaoftible soiiroe, the oeean: m well ai 
apricnltare. Let one half of the immense ahippkig^ 
be employed in the fishery trade^ and other maiitime 
end nantioal purposes; and the other half, or a part, 
converted to the oses of hnsbandry, fences, and 
towards the plantings of new settlements — ^the bnild- 
ihg of new towns,*^ villages, &c. These anited, 
and with the blessing of the almighty on the labour 
of man, would bring prosperity to the nation ; en- 
rich the revenue millions, and would, in all probabi- 
lity, be an unimpaired source of treasures, when the 
richest mines now wrought in the world, woold be 
t^hoaked up or exhausted. 

But you, my friends,, ought to take the lead in 
the foregoing regulations, and set the good example. 
Tou see what is to be done ; and you need not me 
to instruct you : your worthy predecessor, the noble 
founder of the settlement of Pensylvania has set yon 
the example : and you are as well skilled in trade, 
agriculture, d^c. as most men in the kingdom. If, my 

* I ftm well aware that government — the foandera of new 
provinces, and builders of cities, are not in want of plans ^for 
laying out and raising new settlements: 1 wish them not to 
T>verlook that laid down by the pious and constitutional writer, 
Cranville Sharp, in his "congregational courts, view of Frank- 
pledge,'* &c. &c. (p. 290,) it appears to me a convenient an4 
auitabl^ one. And here 1 wish to notice the manner in which 
qiome towns (and villages) are built in other nations. Buenos 
Ayres, fOr example ; it is said to be the emporium of the 
world !** and which our manufacturers and merchants covet ibr 
commerce — exportation. A place, it is said. Where all the aHs 
' of Europe cannnot surpass ;>-a people noted for all kinds of ex- 
travagance in attire, &c. and who all appear to live as though 
the only business of their lives was pleasure. The streets of 
4his city (the capital of a vast district) areirery leng; and tf- 
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friends, as a worthy minister (of the society at large) 
observed — we were raised ap to be a people, by 
the power of God, and made to stand upon their 
feet if that you " were raised up as was Israel of 
old, for a purpose of God's glory, not merely to fa* 
vour you, but for the promotion of the great cause 
of truth in the world ! That for this end, God was 
pleased to separate you as a people, to give you tea* 
timoniea to. bear for his name-sake, as he gave sta- 
tutes and laws to Israel : — testimmiea that manifest 
the holy simplicity of the gospel of Jesus Christ:"— 
yes more, this minister firmly believes that when 
* men have wearied themselves with the signs and ce- 
remonies of religion, they will come to see the Qua- 
kers (as we are called) have not been following an 
ignus fatuusj nor any ^ cunningly devised fable,' but 
that we are a people designed by Almighty God, to 

most every bouse has a garden before and belli nd it: the houses 
are built some of brick, some of chalk, and others of stone, 
and they are chiefly only one story higb» besides the ground 
floor: and those which have been built of late years, none ex- 
ceed two stones high," Vide ** an authentic description of the 
city of Buenos Ayres and the adjacent country, &c. on the east 
side of South America/* p. 5. 

The houses in Greece (where the women are famed for their 
beauty of person, elegance and richness of attire, &c) are only 
one story high, and to which is generally attached a large gar* 
den. That conveniency and happiness are likely to be found 
in such houses as these, than in great and high ones is most cer- 
tain. The people of Siam (in the Chinese empire) in their lit- 
tle houses, built of bamboo cane, I have no doubt, are far more 
happy than many others in their stately mansions : certain it is, 
^* they are esteemed for their ingenuity, remarkable chastness^ 
and temperate easy manner of life.** (Vide Goldsmith*s Geog.) 
And who would question the happiness^ as well as wealth of 

2 V 
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hold fortb the primeval simplioitf of the gospel, 
devoid of all uDessential forms and ceremonies ; and 
a ministry free as that light from which all ministry 
oometh."* 

If this be tme, and I firmlj believe it, though 
some of the society, as 8. A. observed, seem to '^slight 
and account these teatimonies as no holy things — 
oasting some of them behind their backs, and, in 
the language of their condoct, proclaiming, ' We 
will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel,, 
only let us be called by thy name, to take away onr 
approach!" (Isa. iv. 1.) I say, my friends, yon must 
also go back to the practices of the common wealili 

tbe patriarchs, and the Israelites, when they dwelt in tents and 
booths ? 1 shall here malce one observation, which may aervtf 
as a hint to the founders of new towns, villages, ittu 

Walking oae morning in the enirirons of L ■» and no- 
ticing the improvement, or rather enlargment of buildings, my 
mind was arrested at seeing a neat **cast iron church,'* aa it is 
called, a commodious tavern, a pleasant bowling-green, a con- 
venient billiard- room, in a nest, or all in one spot of ground. 
Well, thought I to myself, God cannot have a temple erected 
for his glory, but the devil must plant his temples also— yea, 
two, if not three ! Such is the liberal accommodations, or ra- 
ther, the latitudinarian spirit of the age.. But in ^'The New 
Age," the time which is fast approaching — Chrises kingdom 
upon earth j and when our nation will be adorned with new 
towns and villages, nothing of this kind will be admitted : no 
not one inch of ground must the devil have in the whole laud 
— in the holy city, the new Jerusalem. See, reader. Revela- 
tion c xxi. 

* Vide Samuel Alexander's address to the members of the 
two monthly meetings, constituting the quarterly meeting of 
friends of the county of Suffolk, (held 1812.) page 4—6. 
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«if Urael — the practices of the primitive apostolio 
ehureb, aadshew a more christian hospitality than I 
difcover now among you. Sure I am, you ought 
to be the first to take the yoke off your fellows' neck? 
And by so doing, you would — Let your light so 
«hine before men, that they, seeing your good works, 
may glorify your Father which is in heaven." 

This subject leads me again to call the atten- 
iiok of the public " to you as a people — to your 
timoniesj as a peculiar professing people, whether 
your esteemed foremeutioned itinerant or visiting 
friend thought proper or not. But I must first make 
e remark on his negative style of preaching, before 
I can take my leave of him. It does not appear to 
me, that any of the writers of the society dealt out 
their stores of grace and faith, in ^ ikegatives" — 
negative religion: they did not give up their own 
profession, after the too general accommodating 
manner of the times. Few scholars, I believe, 
(whether of Oxford or Cambridge, much less those 
taught from above — ^instructed in the Idngdom of 
God,) will admit that negations of any kind prove 
the reverse or opposites to be true, nor the con- 
viction of one thing include another : if this were 
admitted to foe true reason, it would be easy to 
prove, upon the same principle, that whoever is 
convinced of being poor, must be rich ; to be con- 
vinced of being sick, already cured ; or, that be 
who is persuaded of his danger, must already be in 
a state of safety ; I shall make one extract from 
Henry Tuke's valuable little volume of **.the princi- 
ples of religion," &c. written for strangers, and for 
the youth of th^ ;&0Giaty^ 
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Ton, my friends, know well enong^h that Henrj 
Tuke did not give up his religions profession to any 
society: and although, perhaps, he has laid too 
much stress on the discipline of yodr society, to the 
lessening or hnrt of yonr great tenet inward light" 
— the tecuiking and guidance of the Holy Spirit ; (p. 
169,) he was bold to say, after citing the example 
of the noble Bereans, (Acts xvii. II.) I am not a 
favourer of that false charity which would destroy 
all religions zeal, and make all professions of religion 
immaterial. ^ Let every man be fnlly persuaded in 
bis own mind,' (Rom. xiv. 15.) and having endea- 
voured to obtain that persuasion, from due conside>- 
ration, let him support it with zeal, tempered with 
the meekness of wisdom." (ooncluslon, p. 18&.) 

I shall now, my friends, call the attention of the 
multitudes to you as a people, to the testimonies 
which you are given to bear ; that manifest the holy 
simplicity of the gospel of Jesus Christ ; and which 
I believe, none other than your standard of ortho- 
doxy, contained in Robert Barclay's Thesis Theolo- 
gica^ or fifteen propositions : as he appears to be 
<^ one- among the first separated^ of tbe people, in 
scorn called Quakers.'^ But as nearly the whole of 
these propositions have been, though unavoidably, 
noticed in the course of this work (not that a cer- 
tain precise definition" is given of any one of 
them,) I shall only give an abstract of them» 

/. Concerning the true foundation of knowledge. 
* Seeing the height of all happiness is placed In 

* Her^ my dear frieDdi, I feel desirous to make aa apology 
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the true knowledge of God ; the right understanding 
of this ground of knowledge is that which is most 
necessary to be known and believed. See John 
xxvii. 3. 

//. Concerning immediate revelation. 

Seeing no man knowetk the Father, but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son revealeth him ; and seeing 
the revelation of the Son is in and by the Spirit; (Matt 
xi. 37.) therefore the testimony of the Spirit is that 
alone, by which the true knowledge of God bath 
been, is and can be only revealed ; so by the reve- 
lation of the same Spirit, he hath manifested himself 

for the liberty 1 am taking with tliese your grand testimonies, 
and standard of orthodoxy ; but as I acknowledge myself a 
convert convinced,** to use your own phrase) to Robert Bar- 
clay, and adopt them as my own, 1 trust you will the more rea- 
dily excuse me : and more, as they have proved the greatest 
comfort of my life, and 1 trust a blessing to my soul, from the 
first day 1 saw them, (which is now about some fourteen or fif- 
teen years since.) I am anxious to give some account of them* 
that others may desire to see the original ; and taste and see how 
food the Lord is ; as well as great. — 1 have added a few texts 
of scripture to those already annexed to the propositions, from 
R. B*s. apology, as illustrative of the same, which you will ex- 
cuse also. 

And here, my friends, 1 wish to correct an expression, 
which, (though smarting at the time under unparalleled inci* 
vility,) in my haste (" in my haste,** said David) to condemn 
inconsistencies of practices, may appear to aim a blow at these 
grand principles of religion : 1 mean that— here the veil,** &c. 
p. 23, line t9» let. 1. This is no more quakerism (as contained 
in these testimonies) than the practices of those who are charac- 
terized for making a hard bargain in trade, and beating their 
neighbour down in their prices ; or than those who put up an 
article five shillings (per yard) worse than the sample^ becaose, 
fersoothi it is commerce—*' exportation order.** 



•wearing, and an oath, is an oath, let it be in what 
form it may : nothing of this sort can either* add or 
diminifh to the obligation and binding part of an 
oath. 

What is (yonr) an affi,nnationj^ but a aofefim 
form of attesting the truth; the act of strengthening 
or snpporting any opinion, assertion ; or, to tell con- 
fidently ? In law, signifies the ratifying or confirm- 
ing a former law, or jndgment.4» 

What is an oath t (fusjurandumj bnt a solemn 
aflBrmation in which the persons sworn invoke the 
Almighty to witness their testimony is tme, re- 
nonncing all claim to his mercy, and calling for his 
vengeance if it be false : on which account, such an 
oath is termed sacramentum, a holy band or tie 
Ac. now admit that in either the form of your ^* affir- 
mation," or in the present form of legal oatha^ none 
Invoke the Almighty to witness their testimony ei- 
ther by renouncing all claim to his mercy, and call- 
ing for vengeance if it be false ; yet if that affirma- 
tion is not swearing — a form of addressing the Su- 
preme Being for assistance, neither swearing by 
God's footstool "—by calling upon the inhabitants 
(the judges) of " the earth " to witness your solemn 
attestation ; yet, is it not such a form of swearing 
(ratifying and confirming a former law,) which is in 
direct opposition to Christ's positive command, 
" swear not at all " but let your communication " 
(or conversation) " be yea, yea; nay, nay?" J Mat. 
V. 34. 

* V. art. en eye. imper. f Ibd. art. oatli. 

X It is judiciously observed, by tlie late Granville Sbarpe^ (ia 
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That yoar affirmation has been made eqnal to an 
oath, in civil case, I learn from yonr book of ex- 
tracts, dec. It stands thus, — "by an act 22 Geo.II.Cap. 
46. our affirmation is tp operate in all cases wherein 
^n oath is required by an act or acts of the parlia- 
ment now in force, or hereafter to be made for that 
purpose in such act or acts, with the same force 
as an oath ; except in criminal cases; to serve on 
juries, or to bear office or place of profit in the govern^ 
menty p. 1.* 

Tbe dan^r as well as the prostitotion of an oath 
is so notorious, Uiat I mig^ht swell these remarks to 
a considerable bulk : and tho ' I am aware I shall 

' not have the concurrence of all the serious, and all 
the religious, I dare not purchase their approbation 

* his ** an account of the constitutiotial English polity,** fltc. &R. 
in p. l6d—9.) OB the refined observations*' of such specula^ 
tive " writers, as the author of "thoughts on parliamentary re- 
form;!" &c. that " the advice of the apostle Paul to the Phillip- 
pians (ch. i. 5—27.) was manifestly intended to regulate their 
whole behaviour as a christian community, and not merely 
their duty as individuals. * Only let your conversation be as 
becometh the gospel of Christ.' The imperative verb," 
(greek) "in our letters polueuestbe, (rendered. Met your 
conversatioD be^) included the political duty of the PhiHippiant 
in all their public transactions and arrangements for the govern- 
ment of their community, a» well as the duty of individuals in 
ali their dealings, public as well as private. 

* The late great counsellor Mansfield observed, on a certain 
trial, that—" he wished, when the Stat. 7. 8. William 111. c 94. 
was made, that the affirmation of a Quaker had been put on the 
same footing as an oath, in all cases whatsoever : and I see no 
reason against it/* says he, " for the punishment of the breach 
of it is the same.** Vide an article in the " Liverpool Courier,** 
11th month, S9, 1812. 

2X 



are 

by dimiDiibiDg the cause of troth. la it expedient 
my frieods, that the greek pbilosopherst and hea- 
thenf hi the gentile world ahould stand aa monu- 
ments against the christian world ? — As heathen phi- 
losophy became pure '* says. Clarkson, it branded 
the system of oaths, or swearing as pernicious to 
morals." — ^**The Scythians in conference with Alex- 
ander the great, addressed him thus ; think not 
that the Scythians confirm their friendship by an 
0ath ; they swear by keeping their word " The Phyr- 
gions were wholly against oaths. They neither took 
them themselves, nor required them of others. So 
also the Arabs ; and many others which may be seen 
in his ''Portraiture of Quakerism," c. 2. p. 16, 

TOl. S. 

I am aware hw and cry, of '' innovation !" if this 
my departure from friends' principles be acceded to. 
Tou, my friends, acknowledge, that ^* our blessed 
Lord cama to abrogate the ancient law, and perjury 
with it: it was his object to make the word of his 
disciples equal to the ancient oath ;" — if then^ ac- 
cording to the experience and advice of your wor- 
thy primitive friend, Isaac Pennington, '' every man 
is to act in, and according to his own measure of 
faith and light" — if,- '^the least measure of the spirit 
is trtie," where is the innovation or de'parturc from 
your tenets, if in this light and faith aiiry one should 
be led to pay '' priests' demands " as Caesar's dues, 
or refuse to take your afSrmation upon the grounds 
that it is inconsistent with Christ's commands ? Re- 
member, " it is not the different practices," says he, 
" that break the peace and unity, but the judging" 
(keeping out, and reading out) '^one another be- 
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cause of different practices !" That we may, my dear 
friends, '^walk sweetly, harmoniously together in the 
midst of different practices," is the desire of my 
heart, and the prayer of your tenderly affectionate 
and fellow labourer in the truth, 

EPHRAIM WOOD. 



Liverpool^ 
m Month, 1817. j 



"PEACE? HEAVENLY PEACE!!! THE DE- 
SIRE OF ALL NATIONS, DAWNS ON THE 
WORLD." 

Thus It stands at the head of an article, on the 
arrival of the dispatches, on the late defeat of the 
French armies under Bonaparte, and on the surren- 
der of Paris to the allied kings and princes ; in a 
weekly journal, (called the Liverpool Courier,") 
fourth month, 1814.^ 

With respect to this extraordinary intelligencer 
of PEACE ! heavenly peacey^ it may be fair to con- 
clude, that the three strokes at the end of it, cer- 
tainly mean to convey a good deal more than is 
said ; I won't say, more than he knows! However, 
that such a thing as peace," ought to be desirable, 
I certainly do think, after twenty-five year's war, 

• My reader will perceive, that a space of time of two years 
faati elapsed since the iQrst part of this work was printed, to the 
end of the second Letter j and upwards of three years since 
this PEACE first began to dawn. 1 have been queried by some 
on ttie long time this work has been coming forth» whether my 
remarks and hints on the peace would be now necessary, if at 
all applicable, as the passing events have been so rapid and ex- 
traordinary. Nothing, however, has happened to cause me to 
change my opinions, or to alter, in the least, my kinU on vlIosU 
ing peace. One thing, hovever, has happened, not to dwell on 
the hundreds of thousands which it is computed have been slain 
in battle, on the above occasion ! millions, i presume passed from 
hence to the world of spirits, during my work coming forth ! 
Among the many 1 see the names of Sheridan, Lindley Murray, 
and Henry Tuke, whose principles and practices 1 hav« called 
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deluged witbjtiuinan blood, besides the spollatloQ of 
many fine towns and countries ! 

Now, as the whole of my work is designed, not 
only to promote this " heavenly peace," but apper-- 
tains thereunto, I shall be very brief here. With 
respect to the late negociation — the subject matter 
of the articles of the treaty, I have nothing to do 
with. — I have nothing to do with the large staudlng 
armies, and warlike attitude of these powers — nei- 
ther have I any thing to do with the balance qf 
power-^^* the balance of Europe," commerce and 
trade; neither with naval and maratime superiority," 
or (^the authority of the element which comprises 
three parts of the globe.) " the seas /" Neither ha/e 
I any thing to do with the articles of the treaty 
(whether my own country was a party or not) of 
the holy alliance " of the Emperor of Austria, the 
King of Prussia, and the Emperor of Russia : — trea- 
.ties and definitive treaty I have nothing to do with, 
not even the latter. Great Britain united. If they, 
in dividing the kingdoms among them," parcel oat 

in question— The great and awful day of judgement will deter- 
mine between us ! 1 say, one thing howerer has happened, and 
not less remarkable and extraordinary, as it respects myself: 
after all the exceeding great trials, and pecuniary disappoint- 
ments, (see pages 64—60—62,) and since upbraidings by friends 
and enemies without, and fears and misgivings within--my 
heart, at times, like melting wax," ready to receive any im- 
pressions; God, in his infinite love and goodness hath permitted 
me to see this work finished—" hitherto hath he helped me«** 
it is done / and shall 1 despair of his blessing on the success } 
Nay, an"d 1 may not presume too much, if, like the angel in the 
ReveUtions, (c x.) who, with his right foot upon the teat and 
his left foot upon the earth/* I Add up this iittie hook. 
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• portion of the landg among^ their minor breflirea^ 
fellow-ooantrymen, they do well. It is enough for 
me to luow, that the holy allianoe" make the faun- 
dotitm €^ their conduct upon the sabUme tmthg 
whieh the holy religion of our Savioar teaches:^ 
and solemnly declare, that in their political relations 
with every other government to take for their sole 
fnide the precepts of that holy religion^ jostice, Chris- 
tianity, and peace !" And, conformable to the words 
of the holy scriptures, they consider all men their 
brethren— considering each other as fellow <$onntry- 
men> This is exactly what it should be ; and as I 
profess to be guided by the holy religion which onr 
Saviour teaches, I might enlarge here ; but I shall 
confine myself to this peace! Heavenly Peace! 
the desire of all nations !" — I desire only to submit 
this work to the serious consideration of my fellow 
countrymen " — the brethren the universe. 

Now, in turning to the sublime truths ^ of the 
holyscriptures,! find Grod's wrath proclaimed against 
those who cry peacCj peace, where there is no peace, 
(Jer. vi. 14.) and unto those who say unto every one 
that walketb after the imagination of his own heart, 
"no evil shall come upon you!" (xxiii. 17 — 22,) 
But thus saith the Lord, " stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
ypur souls, (vi. 16.) The prophet Micah, (as well as 
the prophet Isaiah, c. ii.) is very clear on this " de- 
sire of all nations !" — " Hear, I pray you, O heads 

* Vide Manifegto— Sigued and done at St Pelersburgh, Sdtfi 
12ih montb, 181^. 
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of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel : is H 
not for you to know judgement? — They build up 
Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity ! The 
heads thereof judge for a reward, and the priests 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof di- 
vine for money : yet will they lean upon the Lord, 
and say, is not the Lord among us ?" (iii. 1 — 10.)-— 
<^ But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be estab-* 
lished in the top of the mountains, and it shall be 
exalted above the hills ; and people shall flow unto 
it. And many nations shall come, and say,, come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and 
to the bouse of the God of Jacob, and will teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for the 
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among many 
people, and rebuke strong nations afar off ; and they 
shall beat their swords into plough shares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks : nation shall not lift up 
a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more."^ In that day, saith the Lord, will I as- 
semble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is 
driven out, and her that I have afiQicted. And I will 
make her that halted a remnant, and her that was 
cast off a strong nation : and the Lord shall reign 
over them in mount Zion, from henceforth and for 
ever." iv. 1 — 7. ** And I will shake all nations, and 
the desire of all nations shall come ; and I will fill 

♦ Here the friends of reform— of, <*the cause of civil and rc-i 
rigious liberty all over the world ;** may see accomplished, what 
they make so much noise about— British Baynots — committed 
to the Tower, and swords turned into plough-shares." 



this hooM with glory, saith the Lord of bostt (Hag, 
tt. 7.) Therefore wait ye apon me aaith the Lord, 
QDtil the day that I rise up to the prey ; for niy de- 
tennination is to gather the nations; that I may 
assemble the Icingdoms, to pour opon them my indig- 
BatloD, even all my iBerce anger; for all the earth 
shall be deroored with the fire of my jealousy ! For 
then will I tnrn to the people a pure langoage, that 
they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to 
serve him with one consent.'' Zeph. iii. 8. Hence 
the Jew9 — ^* all Israel" as the apostle hath it, shall 
be saved " at the last. Rom. xi. 26. 

I shall not stop here to enquire how happened 
the late 'persecution in the South of France — neither 
the revival of the Inquisition in Spain. Sure I am 
the holy alliance " — the sublime truths which the 
holy religion of our Saviour teaches, will not tolerate 
such proceedings for a moment ! If I understand 
right " the sublime truths which the holy religion 
of our Saviour teaches," as being the only means of 
consolidating human institutions, and remedying 
their imperfections ; a very great change must take 
place in the hearts of mankind, as well as their ac- 
tions. And what, perhaps, will more than all facil- 
itate this PEACE — this desire of all nations, will be 
^the pouring out of the seven vials, of the seven 
plagues^ (Rev. xvi.) on the seat of the beast — iJptW- 
tual BabyloTiy c. xviii. which, like Job's messengers, 
will quickly follow each other ! This may accompa-> 
ny or precede the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, 
which is also promised, (see also 2 Thess. ii. 8.) Here 
my friends, I will close these few remarks with a 
short extract from a full sheet letter press, of a pri- 
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mftive friend) John Crooks pablisbed in the time of^ 
William and Mary, 1697, erfStted, " The WAY to a 
LASTING PEACE> abd TRUE RECONCILIA* 
TION." 

" It may be saidy by xvay of altcislota W the pne- 
phet's words, Isaiah ix. ^; that aftet ih^ oMWAr4^ 
war vf caroused mise^ and gafmenU tbUed in bloody 
id at an end, there mmt be asothei' Wtir or battle) of^ 
which the prophet sajfit, thi^ shall 60 with' bumiAg: 
and fuel cfjire! That as th* tt^fXMt lilted rtiSti^' 
bodioK, thii^ latter may destroy men's oomiptioar 
and lusts, from whence all oatwaird wars' and fight-' 
lugs commonly pr^eed; (Jatnes^ ir.) That this may ' 
beeffeeled ii^ all, from the hig^b^tHo th^ lowest^ 
there most be a^dilijg^t watcik kepi ^ ete^ one, 
OYef their own ways^ onto the cottviotions^- motion^^ 
and strivings of the Holy Spirit within \ tll#ong:h' the* 
neglect and want of which, the flood came upon the 
old world ; and it was safd^ God^4 Spirit 4hatt not 
always strive with nam; but after his IdUg; snfferr-* 
itigs and patience) be swept th^m^all except^ 
those few in the ark. 

■4 ■ 

Chrht saitb) Js tAe dayf^ <f Noah wtrs^ so sImlV 
the conUng €^ the Sen of man be^ (see Matt; xifv. 
— 40.)— Therefore, those tbiDt elpeet a perfeet and 
bsting peace, mn^ not use that w«intottiesS' ani^ 
mockhig, as those AtbeisU dAA^ wbeinF the' apostW 
Peter warns : (3 Pet til. 3-^9.) alt tblngs^ are not«sr 
they were, since the beginning of the creation ; 
neither the L^rd is not ^laek concerning his promise, 
as some mm count slaekness^; Utt is' lohg^ sneering 
to US-ward^ not willing thtkt affff sk^MA peri^h^^ buiP 

2 Y 
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that all should come to repentance ! \be not ig:fi6rant, 
a thousand years is hit as one day^ with the Lord!) 
-^Pride, coyetoasness, luxury, and wantonness, 
which the prophets burning and fuel of fire must con- 
anmey and they be forsaken, before a perpetual and 
lasting peace be established : and that government 
that makes the nations happy, must be upon his 
(Christ's) shoulders, as saith the prophet, for unto 
ns a Child is bom^ unto us a Son is given^ and tlie 
government shall bCy 6;c. All nations, then, must 
come under his government: — for the end of the 
bloody or lion's war, must be the beginning of the 
lamb's, who shall have the victory, (Rev. xix. 18.) 
When this comes to be fulfilled, times will be settled 
in good earnest, and there will be no doubt of a 
^rm, lasting, and perpetual peace. For the lion and 
the lamb shall lay down together y Ac. And there will 
be no destroyer upon all God's holy mountain." 

Come, therefore, all ye nations of the earth, and 
cleanse yourselves frpm all unrighteousness. Come 
also all you people that profess Christianity, by the 
power of Christ, purge your consciences from ail dead 
worksy and learn truly to serve the living God ! But 
if an unfeigned repentance be wanting, your joy 
will be turned into mourning — The great day of the 
Lord wiU come upon youy that shall bum as an oveny 
&c. — "Therefore, be serious, and repent— be awake 
to a true reconciliation with God ! * That every one 
may sit under his own vine, and under his own fig- 

* From hence It may not be illogical to infer, that this 
Peace may last, or rather, the Millennium church state, may 
continue on earth 365,000 years I 
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iree^* praifting the Godofpeace^ and loving^ one ano** 
ther, even your neighbours as yourselves* 

Be wise noWy ther^ore, O ye KINGS, be instructed 
ye JUJDGES of the earth ! 

ByMe—hj wisdom, KINGS reign, and PRINCES 
decree justice. 

And may God, of his infinite mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, bless and preserve the King and his 
family from the machinations of the wicked one : 
may he endue the Prince Regent plsnteously with 
heavenly gifts — the sword of the Spirit, and the 
j»hield of faith, that he may not bear the sword of 
justice in vain ;" and that truth and justice, rel!gi)yi 
and liberty may be established among us. 

To the only wise GOD and SAVIOUR, be ascribe 
ed all praise, honour, and majesty. 
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NOSB. 

AS th« Ms. eoatlderably exceeds what had been anticipated* 
•ndtJie work nfready exceed* tbe fini propoaal, by a htfndrad. 
page», it it not poMible to introduce tlie Appendix (five in . 
nnoiber) here: and not merely becaose of the additional ex- 
pense of printing, (which may'accouut for the various price* 
t|ii% work has assomed*) but as they are a continuation of tho 
aaie ttthfeet* elucidated by extracts from celebrated aothora 
BOW extant, there is less need of theark. Uenca [ may apologise * 
for the many and long notes: should they be troublesome to 
any of my readers, pass them over, and give me a fair reading 
iwmoul then,* and read tbean separately- or tocher another 
time, before the^ condemn the work or the compiler. And bo- 
aide, the world IS inundated, if not crazed witb bookol— 

The shelves are full ; all other themes are sped* 

Hackney*d and worn to the last.flimsjr thread I 

Satire has long since doire his best, and curst. 

And lonthBome ribMtf baa done kb worsts 

fancy baa sported all her powers away, 

in taktp in trijlet^ and mere ehildreR*s play ; 

— — — — ^* — and most true. 

Whatever vc toritCf we Mugfartk nathing new" 

COWFBK. 

To say thea. that the work! is in want, or even to desire 
So desired and so muck.desideraUd problem 1** of new publi- 
dlloos, either entertaining, morah political, or rrKgious, is an 
evident marki^ tJia4 the pubHeiaind ia^ettket so-lax^ i^itiated^. 
corrupt, and dull to all solid literature, or, a gross iiSel on the 
learning, wisdom, and piety of innumerables sges ! The apostle 
Paul saith. ^* the tim^ will come Wkan thev will not endure 
sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having^ itching ears 1 (d Tint* if v And* 
in the preceding chapter, (iii. 1— >d.) saith, in the last days 
perilous times shall come: for men shall be lovers of their owu 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud," &c. '* for of this soK are they 
which creep into houses and lead captive silly women ever 
learning,** and might ad^ ever reading, and ** never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.** Never, surely, was a 
prediction so awfully and circumstantially fulfilled as at the 
present day ! 

With respect then to the deluge of books — the almost inuu- 
merable names and catalogues of books, I shall only recommend, 
that whatever book any one may read, to gather honey only 
from the wild-flowers, as well as the garden-flowers^ — having 
the bible — the holy scriptures by the side of them ; watching 
and waiting at the same time for the teaching and guidance of 
the great and good Spirit, to enable them to reduce to practice 
what is in perfect uuisou with the gospel of Jesus Christ, all 
nay yet be well: and never, no never need anothar book bo 
written on moral, political, or religious subjects. 

Go forth, thou little book, stand in thy lot. 
Whether 1 vindicate thee, or. whether not : 

Know, <) reader I 
Tho* small my pow*«»to4Mtv iW- awan my skill, 
Gedaeea the heart, be judgea by the wilL 
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